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"Praise the Lord. Give thanks to 
the Lord, for he is good; his love 

endures forever." 

Psalm 106:1 
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Throughout our marriage, my wife 
Stephanie has fully and faithfully 
supported my ministry of itineration, the 
United Methodist system of appointing 
pastors to local congregations on a yearly 
basis, with the bishop having the final 
authority as to where a pastor (in 
Stephanie’s case, me) is appointed.  This 
has meant making sacrifices where her 
own vocation is concerned in order to 
accommodate my circumstances and care 
for our family. 

Our children Jacqueline and Ben also 
have lived graciously as an itinerant 
pastor’s kids, weathering changes of 
church, home, school, and friends 
throughout their lives.  Such changes 
present both their challenges and their 
rewards, and God’s grace is known in 
every place. 

Most of you know that Stephanie is a 
very capable attorney, serving currently in 
the Public Defender’s Office here in Coles 
County.  I have always been very proud of 
her outstanding reputation among her 
peers and of the work she performs on 
behalf of folks in need of legal 
representation, many of whom have lived 
lives of disadvantage.   

I want to share with you that 
Stephanie recently has accepted the 
position of Directing Attorney for the 
Nicholasville Field Office of the Kentucky 
Department of Public Advocacy.  She will 
begin the position November 1.  It is a 
position which brings her much excitement 
in terms of new opportunities both now 
and in the future. 

 

For the time being, Stephanie will be 
working in Nicholasville during the week, staying 
with our daughter Jacqueline in Berea, and will 
return to Charleston most weekends.  As some of 
you know, our son Ben is still at home with us and 
is in his first semester at Lake Land College.  My 
Dad continues to reside at Villas of Holly Brook 
here in Charleston.   

Obviously, this is a big change for our 
family, but one that fits with many years of 
conversation and planning for the future.  This 
change does not assume any change in my 
appointment to Wesley for the 2021-2022 
appointment year (July 1-June 30).  Determining 
what will happen beyond that will require prayer, 
discernment, and living into the coming months of 
change.  I always consider my local church 
appointment to be rooted in God’s call upon my 
life, and that will remain the case.  The God who 
has provided for our family and for me personally 
surely will continue to do so and will guide all 
decision-making. 

The same is true for Wesley United 
Methodist Church.  It is important to remember 
that all other variables aside, pastors in The 
United Methodist Church are appointed one year 
at a time.  We are called to trust that God is 
always at work, preparing for every church to 
receive the best pastoral leadership in any given 
season. 

Please know of our family’s deep love for 
you.  Please pray for Stephanie as she begins her 
new position and for all of us as we navigate this 
new season in our lives.  As always, please join 
your prayers with ours that together we will 
listen for God’s call upon our church and upon 
each of our lives and respond with faith. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Tom Corum 
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Wesley’s scouts put up the flags on Lincoln for Eastern’s Homecoming, and will team up 
with Mattoon JROTC members to present the colors at Charleston Middle School’s Veterans 

Day program. 
 

Troop 141 members are enjoying a lot of outdoor activities.  Earlier this month scouts were 
in Chicago for two days on shipboard, and in Wheaton to visit the Museum of the First 

Army Division.  They canoed on Lake Sara during a campout this past weekend, will be rock 
climbing at Giant City State Park in November, are planning to camp in a cave in December 

and go skiing in January. 
 

In addition to Troop 141, Wesley’s ministry to the youth of the community has expanded 
with our welcome of Cub Scout Pack 41, whose 44 boys and girls, K-5, and 15 adult leaders 
had their first pack meeting here on Tuesday.  Their big event in October was at Rhodes-
France Scout Reservation, where cubs and their families braved the cold for the annual 

Spookaree-themed weekend.   Charleston’s cub scout pack and scout troop haven’t 
shared a location since 1999. 

 
This Sunday is the deadline for ordering an evergreen Christmas wreath for delivery the 

week of November 22.  Call Keith Kohanzo (549-5772) if interested and he’ll have a scout 
contact you. 

 

"HELPING HANDS DAY" HAS NOW BEEN 
SET--SAVE THE DATE 

 
The Fall Helping Hands Day is now planned 

for November 6. This volunteer group spends a 
Saturday morning doing help with small projects 

around homes of our senior citizens or others 
who have no family to help them.  Volunteers 

generally do projects such as changing filters, 
smoke detectors, washing outside windows, 

cleaning gutters, or trimming hedges, bushes, or 
small trees and doing some winterizing.  (Some 

projects need to be done professionally.)  Family 
groups are welcome to come and volunteer. 

Watch for more news about either signing up to 
volunteer to work or to request something done 

at your home. 
 

Women’s Creation Care Retreat 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! 

Because of the recent spike in covid in our 
area, the Women’s Retreat of “Recycle, 

Renew, Reuse,” scheduled originally for this 
fall, has been moved to Earth Day weekend, 

Sat, April 23.  Featured Speaker and 
breakout groups have all agreed that it is a 
good choice.  Please mark your calendars 

with the new date and plan to attend. 
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November Second Sunday Chat 

After October’s inaugural Second Sunday Chat, the Church and Society work area is 
pleased to announce November’s topic: Climate Change and Christianity. As Christians 
we are called upon to be good stewards of God’s creation, but how do we connect this 

responsibility to climate change? Why should Christians be concerned about climate 
change? If Christians seek to have an impact on climate change conversations and 
policy, how might we do so? These are examples of questions we can expect in an 

informal discussion set for Sunday November 14th at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. To help 
guide our reflections and conversations for this Second Sunday Chat, we have a special 
guest discussion facilitator—Christina Krost, Policy Coordinator for Faith in Place. Faith in 
Place is an Illinois-based ecumenical organization focused on protecting the Earth and its 

peoples through education, advocacy and action. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Be part of the conversation at Wesley Church! 

 

"Tree of Remembrance" to Be Dedicated 
on All Saints Day 

The Tree of Remembrance, an Autumn Blaze 
Maple Tree whose memorial project was begun 
on our Memorial Day Service 2021, is now solidly 

growing in the entrance garden to our 
sanctuary. We will dedicate it on All Saints 

Sunday, November 7.  It will become a place of 
memory and reflection for each of us not only 

now, but also into the future.  Please plan to 
attend and help us celebrate this new memorial 

to our members, our relatives, and friends. 
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ALL SAINTS TO BE REMEMBERED 
NOVEMBER 7th 

If you have a family member or friend who 
has passed within the last year and would 

like to see them remembered on our All 
Saints list, please let us know using your 
connection card. You may also call the 
church office at 345-3917 or email us at 
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. This 

service will also include the dedication of 
the “Tree of Remembrance” which was 

planted near the sanctuary entrance in 
conjunction with Memorial Day earlier this 

year. 

 

FUNDRAISER FOR SOUP STOP NOV. 
14TH 

The Sentimental Journey barbershop 
quartet will perform at the New Hope 

Worship Center in Charleston Sunday, 
November 14, at 2 PM to benefit the Soup 

Stop Ministry. 

There is no charge for the event, but a free 
will offering will be requested and 

refreshments provided. Soup Stop 
provides hot meals for the hungry in our 

community Monday-Friday from 11:00 
to12:30 at the New Hope Worship Center, 
2175 Harrison Ave. For more information 

visit www.soupstop.org or call Charmagne 
Owen, 217-549-2852 

 

Gifts were given to  
The Memorial Fund 

in memory of  
Greg James. 
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The Wesley Foundation  

needs you!  

 
We’re looking for more folks to help provide 

Sunday Suppers this school year. We’d love to 
have more groups or individuals bring a meal 

and eat with us, or you can always make a 
donation for our Sunday Supper program, 

too. Contact Betzy at betzy@eiuwesley.org to 
find out what dates are still available, or for 

more information. Thank you for all your 
support for EIU Wesley Foundation! We’ve seen 
10 new students so far this year, and we’re so 

excited to be sharing together in person 
again! 

Bread for the World Christmas Cards 
 

It is that time of the year to begin thinking 
about Christmas cards.  Put your money 

towards a good cause and 
order cards from Bread for the World, a 

Christian advocacy organization dedicated to 
fighting hunger and malnutrition in the U.S. 
and abroad.   Your purchase will help fund 

their faith-based advocacy work in Congress. 
This year’s card theme is Jesus, the Life and 

Light of the world.  The cost for ten cards and 
envelopes is $15.00 (includes shipping).  To view 

the selection of cards available and to place 
your order, visit bread.org/cards. 

--The Missions Ministry Team 
 

In order to provide nursery services for our Wesley families, WE ARE IN NEED OF 
VOLUNTEERS to assist our nursery coordinator in the Wesley nursery. If you can 
help us out, please contact our coordinator, Rachel Mellott 217-508-5981, at your 

earliest convenience. Thanks for your valuable assistance. 
 

mailto:betzy@eiuwesley.org
http://bread.org/cards
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Wesley Staff Parish Relations is seeking 
a regular part time weekend 

custodian. 

This weekend custodian maintains and 
sanitizes the church facilities in preparation 
for Sunday worship services. It is important 
for the weekend custodian to be careful and 

thorough in cleaning and tidying the 
premises. The weekend custodian works 3 

hours on Saturday and 3 hours Sunday. Part 
time hourly pay is $11.00 per hour. A detailed 
job description can be found on Indeed.com. 

Send letter of interest and summary of 
experience to 

charlestonwesleyspc@gmail.com. or apply at 
Indeed.com. 

 

NOVEMBER MISSION PROJECT  
SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW 

 
     In the continuing effort to fight hunger, the Missions Ministry Team has chosen the 
Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) as the November mission project. To help feed America’s 
hungry, SoSA volunteers glean America’s fields after the producers have completed their 
commercial harvests. The organizers chose the name St. Andrew in honor of Disciple Andrew 
who found loaves and fishes so Jesus could feed the 5,000.    
 
     At its core, the mission of the Society of St. Andrew is to end hunger and reduce food 
waste. Why is this important?  Because this year alone, over 105 billion pounds of food have 
gone to waste in fields, transportation, supermarkets, restaurants, and homes, at a time 
when millions of Americans are food insecure. It is estimated that anywhere from 25% to 40% 
of crops go to waste in the fields because of market fluctuations, minor blemishes, and now 
labor shortages.  SoSA brings together people of different faiths and organizations (e.g., 
school groups) to harvest leftover crops donated by farmers, and then distributes this food 
to pantries across different states, including Illinois. Through September of 2021, SoSA 
volunteers had harvested over 41 million pounds of fresh produce donated by 718 farmers. 
In addition to working with growers, SoSA staff coordinate volunteers and distribution 
centers, paying only for transportation and packaging.  
 
If you would like to help the Society of St. Andrew continue their work, please write your 
check to Wesley UMC with SoSA Gleaning on the memo line or visit our website at 
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving.  If you prefer to make a cash donation, 
there are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew backs. Thank you so much for your 
support of this good cause.       –Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

HELPING HANDS FALL PROJECT SET 

FOR  NOV. 6:  

The Wesley Church Helping Hands Project 
will take place Saturday, Nov. 6, the 

weekend that our clocks "fall 
back."  Helping Hands will be performing 

tasks around homes of any fragile or 
elderly who do not have family to perform 
tasks such as changing batteries or filters 

or light bulbs, winterizing or washing 
windows, cleaning gutters or trimming 
small trees and bushes. If bad weather 
occurs, we will reschedule for Nov. 13th. 

 
We meet at the church at 8:00 AM and finish 

before noon.   
 
 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
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Jim Bennett 
Abigail Held 
Linda Inman 

Cheryl Laursen 
Molly Chappell 
Lynn Johnson 

Luke Bonnstetter 
Margaret Speer 

Elise Ramsey 
Kay Helton 
John White 

David Stoltz 
Anne Rodgers 
Gary Hawker 

Vauhnee Baptist 
Lisa Braden 

Keith Kohanzo 
Cherie Sutliff 

 
 
 

Steve & Joy Starwalt 

Burt & Kathy Wright 

Charles & Jeri Hughes 

Bill & Cheryl Lair 

Jean Hawkins 
Amy Lynch 

Erin Fleming 
Ruth Ann Craig 
Ruth Ann Finley 

Alan Metzger 
Stan Adkins 
Tom Finley 

Charles Maris 
Gale McElwee 

Trevor Doughty 
Jean Replogle  
Mike Dunning 
Greta Larson 

Jeannie Walters 
Ben Lanman 

 
 

As the days get shorter, many people experience increased sadness.  A recent loss 

through death, divorce, or relocation may leave you feeling lonely and anxious about the 

holidays. A hospitalization, a cancer diagnosis, or ongoing medical problems may feel 

particularly isolating during COVID-19. The loss of a job, the fear of layoffs, or a financial 

setback can cause great stress and devastate one’s self-esteem. Family and personal 

struggles may leave you feeling like there is nowhere to turn for support. 

If you are going through a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. A Stephen Minister will meet 

with you privately-by phone or in-person to offer care and support. It is free and 

completely confidential. 

To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or someone you know could be 

matched with a Stephen Minister, call Stephen Leader Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-

7273.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you! 
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At Wesley UMC 

How to Get Connected 
Sign up for Weekly & Monthly Newsletter 

Stay up to date with the latest Wesley news! Email 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to sign up for the 

weekly and monthly newsletter or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards 

 

Interested in a Daily Devotional? 

Daily Devotionals are a great encouragement in your walk 

with Christ. Email bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to 

sign up for a daily devotional or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards. 

 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

MAIN OFFICE: (217) 345-3917 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

   

Service Times: 

In person Worship Service: 8:30 & 11AM 

Social Media: 

  

https://www.facebook.com

/charlestonwesley/ 

  

   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/

user/CharlestonWesley 

 

  

 

@Charleston_WUMC 

     

                          Wesley UMC | 2206 4th St | Charleston | IL | 61920  

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, 
as well as a path to growing in your faith.  Thank you for 

sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 
body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving 

makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, 
mailed to the church office (2206 Fourth St., Charleston, IL 
61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).  May 
we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous 

giving! 
 

Youth Ministry Cohort Survey 
Wesley UMC is participating in a Youth Ministry Cohort through Southern Methodist 

University Perkins School of Theology. As part of the process, we desire the 
congregation’s feedback on where they see the youth ministry program currently so we 

can envision where it can go in the future. If you are receiving a printed copy of the Wesley 
Circuit via mail, please see the survey attached and kindly return it to the church using the 
enclosed envelope. Others should watch for an email with a link to the survey. Thank you 

for your participation! 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

