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For everything there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven:  

Ecclesiastes  3:1 
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What a meaningful Holy Week and a 
glorious Easter Sunday we shared together 
here at Wesley!  I have remarked more than 
once that Easter Sunday was even more 
meaningful this year following the last two 
years of pandemic-induced restrictions.  I 
found my heart overflowing with joy and my 
eyes filled with tears as we worshiped and 
shared fellowship together.  It felt like a true 
transition from death to life. 
 I am grateful to Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren 
for leading such a moving Tenebrae service on 
Good Friday; to Michael Mellott and both the 
Children’s Choir (I was out of town on Palm 
Sunday, but I caught them on video later!) and 
the Chancel Choir, as well as to our tremendous 
organist Ethan Hayward, for the inspiring 
music; to our Altar Committee for all of their 
behind-the-scenes work; to Cathy Fidler and 
others who have begun to re-establish our 
Fellowship Hour between worship services; to 
all who served as liturgists, greeters, and 
ushers; and to our wonderful Wesley Staff for 
both their day-to-day and their above-and-
beyond labors.  We are blessed. 
 As you will see in this issue of The Wesley 
Circuit, we welcomed Sarah Bergin as our 
fulltime Director of Children’s and Adult 
Discipleship on April 3, following several months 
of her serving as Interim Director of Children’s 
Ministries.  Sarah’s new responsibilities will 
include leadership of our Wesley children’s 
ministries, as well as of adult Sunday School, 
small groups, and other adult discipleship 
ministries.  I am overjoyed to welcome Sarah to 
this position, and I know that you will welcome 
and support her in this new expanded role.  
Sarah is an outstanding Christian disciple and 
leader.  She will be counting on you, and so will I!   
 I also wish to share with you about the 
formation of three new ministry teams here     
at Wesley.  The Children’s Ministry Team, which 
is still in the formation stages, will lend support 
to Sarah in organizing and carrying out all our 
children’s ministries.   

The Adult Education Team will lend 
support to Sarah and will place our adult  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School, small groups, and other adult 
discipleship ministries under one coordinating 
“umbrella.” 
 The Church Family Team will plan and 
lead various recreational activities throughout 
the year for the entire congregation, as well as 
some targeted toward particular segments of 
our Wesley Church family. 
 Finally, as I shared in worship on April 24, 
Bishop Leonard Fairley and the Cabinet of the 
Kentucky Annual Conference have appointed 
me to serve as Directing Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in Frankfort, KY, effective 
July 1.  Frankfort First feels like it will be a good 
fit, and I look forward to sharing in their 
ministry as I have shared in ministry with you.  
Frankfort is a forty-minute trip from 
Nicholasville, where Stephanie works and 
where she and Ben are living, and one hour 
from Berea, where our daughter Jacqueline 
and daughter-in-law Kelley live.  I will continue 
to hold clergy membership in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, and my status will be “on 
loan” to the Kentucky Conference.  Yes, we are 
a connectional church! 
 My last Sunday at Wesley will be June 12.  
My first Sunday at Frankfort First will be June 
26.  (I haven’t figured out how June 26 is after 
July 1, but there’s always more to learn…)  
Pastor Brad’s first Sunday at Wesley will be July 
3. 
 May all the miscellany of your lives, and 
of our life together as Wesley United Methodist 
Church, be filled with grace and of use in God’s 
kingdom work. 
  
Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Tom Corum 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Miscellany 
 

(miscellany: a group or collection of different items; a 
mixture) 

 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy May birthday to: 
Don Bardsley    Makayla Brawner 

Robyn Carr    Dave Clausing  

Brenda Crimmins   Libby Damann 

Michael Dietz   Jim Ernst  

Daniel Fagaly   Frank Fraembs  

Donna Helton    Jack Helton  

Judy Jewell    Bob Jorstad  

Lori King   Graydon Kramer 

Dorothy Macy   Jean Mapes 

Janice McMorris  Pat Meyerholtz 

Terry Noble                                     Susan Snyder 

Juan Socarras                                 Janet Truesdale 

Bonnie Woodyard               Maria Fichter-Wandling 

Happy May Anniversary to: 
Steve & Connie Berry  

Max & Kim Coffey  

Tom & Stephanie Corum 

Ron & Jane Johnson 

Jeff & Cheryl Laursen  

Glea & Marilyn McBride 

Eric & Dustha Wahls 

  

As we look toward May, we look forward 
to a time of graduation and celebrating 
accomplishments. Wesley UMC will be 
celebrating our graduates on Sunday, 
May 8th. 
 

 

If you are a member of Wesley UMC and you are 
graduating from high school or college, please 
submit the following information to Brock Warren 
at bwarren@charlestonwesley.org  by Monday,  
May 4th: 

School you will be graduating from  
Future plans: College/University attending and 
when you will begin  
Child of (list parents’ names)  

If you are a member/attender of Wesley UMC and 
are graduating from university/college, please 
submit the following information:  
School you will be graduating from and degree  
Future plans: College/University attending and 
when you will begin  
Child of (list parents’ names)  

If you are a member of Wesley UMC and have a 
relative, grandson or granddaughter, graduating 
please submit the following information:  
School they will be graduating from and degree (if 
applicable)  
Future plans  
Grandchild/Relative of. . . .  
Thank you, and let’s celebrate the class of 2022! 

 

mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
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MAY Mission Project: 
Welcome Home Afghan Project 

The Wesley Mission team has selected the 
WELCOME HOME AFGHAN PROJECT for our May 

mission emphasis. 

This is a worthy project located in our own 
area. Three women in Arcola, Illinois saw a 

need to help some evacuees from 
Afghanistan. These Afghan men had been 
working side by side with American Special 

Forces until last September when the Taliban 
took control of the country. American planes 
were sent to evacuate those who needed to 
leave the country. Rather than surrender to 

the Taliban and face certain death, these 
men destroyed their weapons and boarded 

a plane to the U.S. 

Ilene Henderson, a 21-year Army veteran and 
a member of Special Forces, has worked to 
get 14 of these men to Arcola. They all now 

have jobs at MasterBrand in Arthur, a place 
to live in Arcola, and are learning English. 

Arcola has been very welcoming and very 
generous to these men. 

Wesley’s May Mission is to help the project 
buy a new or used van, preferably a 15-seat 
van, for use in taking all the men to work in 
Arthur in one trip. It will also be useful when 
taking them to the grocery store, mosque, 

and other outings. 

If your heart is telling you to help these men 
financially, please put your check (with 

Arcola Afghan Project on the memo line) in 
the offering plate, mail your check to the 
church, or use the online service on the 

church website: www.charlestonwesley.org. 
Thank you for helping these men start a new 

life in Central Illinois. 

 

 

Ushers, Greeters, Liturgists, OH 

MY! 

We are seeking folks to help usher, greet 
and serve as liturgists. If you would like to 

volunteer or are interested in learning 
where you could best serve, please 

contact the church office at 
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or call 
us at 217-345-3917. Please indicate if you 

are willing to volunteer at the 8:30 or 
11:00am service, or if you are willing to 
serve at either time. Thanks for your 

help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 
God’s people have been giving since before 
there were buildings or budgets. Generous 

and sacrificial giving is a hallmark of the 
church. The church’s mission to love and 

serve in the name of Jesus Christ continues 
through the ministry of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Your offering can be 
mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, 

Charleston – or you can give online through 
our website www.charlestonwesley.org   

 
Thank you!  

mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Gifts were given to the Memorial 
Fund in memory of: 

Bob Sterling 

Sheryl Snyder 

Miley Palmer 

Howard Eads 

The Prayer Wall  

Do you have a prayer or praise you would 
like to share with others and / or the staff 

at Wesley? If so, you can hang your 
request on the prayer wall! You can locate 

the wall outside of the sanctuary. As a 
church family, we love to pray for our 

congregation in any way we can! 

Did you know that you can upload 
your picture into the church directory? 

By going to the church website, you can 
get access to the directory online. The 
website will walk you through steps on 

how to upload your own picture into your 
personal profile. This is a great way for 

new members and our new pastor to get 
to know you! Happy uploading! 
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We are looking for Volunteers for 
Children's Sunday School! 

Sign-up sheets are available at 
the information desk, you can 

sign up online, or contact 
Sarah Bergin at 

sbergin@charlestonwesley.org. 
or by Text: 618-670-0464. 

 
 

Calling All Acolytes! 

Sarah Bergin created a sign-up 
form for weekly acolytes! 

To sign up, follow the link below 
or you can always text/ email 
Sarah to get on the schedule! 

https://www.signupgenius.com
/.../10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9... 

Summer Kick Off 
 

Both Kids and Youth are invited to Kick 
- Off Summer, 

with a fun-filled event on May 
22nd 5:00pm to 7:00 PM 

Dinner & Cold summer treats will be 
provided. 

*Please bring a lawn chair 
 

Children & Volunteer 
Registration is now open! 

: https://wesleyunited-methodist-
church-of-charleston-

il.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/
https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/
https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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SAVE THE DATES: 
"CHANGE THE WORLD WEEKEND" IS MAY 14-15 

 
Once again Wesley Church will have its annual Change the World Weekend on May 14-15, a chance for 
everyone in the church to participate in serving others in our community.  The following 5 projects will 

be our focus, and more information will be coming soon. 
  

Project 1:  Helping Hands involve volunteers to help some of our elderly folk with small jobs with yard or 
home issues they cannot do, like changing lightbulbs, batteries, filters, washing windows, cleaning 

gutters, or small yard needs.  We need volunteers to help and members to request help. This task will 
be done beginning at 8:00 Saturday morning and finish before noon.  Contact Pastor Janice Kahl or 

John Kramer for any questions. 
 

Project 2: The Basket Ministry will be bringing Bags-o'-Love to our special members. We need 
volunteers to pick up the bags either Saturday morning May 14 or Sunday May 15 at worship to 

deliver sometime after receiving them. (Contact Carolyn or Stan Adkins or Kathy Hummel for 
questions.) 

 
Project 3:  Green Team and Children These two groups will combine to prepare our new community 

garden and plant flowers around the church on Saturday, May 14, beginning at 8:00 a.m.  Volunteers 
and helpers are needed.  (Contact Robin Murray, Karen Clausing, or Sarah Bergin for more 

information.) 
  

Project 4: Charleston Community Early Learning Center (our upstairs neighbor) 
The youth have already agreed to the need to clean the toddler-area outside playground on 

Saturday, May 1t, to assure that it is clean and safe for these smallest of God's little ones.  "Thank you, 
Brock and Youth!" 

 
Project 5:  HOPE of EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS 

There is a dire need of "BEDBUG BARRIER zippered mattress protectors" for the families of our area in 
crisis.  (Look for the BEDBUG BARRIER words on the package--others will not work.) They can be any 
size, twin through queen, and purchased at Walmart or Big Lots or ordered from Amazon.  They can 
be brought to the church office anytime from now till Sunday, May 15th.  (Money donations for this 

project can also be given.) For questions, contact Pastor Janice or Kathy Wright. 



8 | P a g e  
 

 

Mothers & Others Breakfast 

 
Join us on Sunday, May 8, for a Mothers and Others Breakfast! There will 
be fellowship, food, and a photo booth that you can use for your church 

directory photo. We celebrate all women who have been a nurturing, 
support figure in someone's life. Come join us for this special day of 

celebration.  



9 | P a g e  
 

 


