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But you must return to your 
God; maintain love and justice 
and wait for your God always. 

Hosea 12:6 
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Come Home 
  
 A hundred years ago, prior to COVID, I preached 
a sermon about the parable we typically know as the 
parable of the prodigal son, found in Luke’s gospel, the 
fifteenth chapter, verses 11 through 32.  It’s my favorite 
of Jesus’ parables, the stories he told about the 
kingdom of God.  It’s probably my favorite passage in all 
of Scripture. 
 If you don’t know the story, open a Bible, or 
google it, and take a look.  If you do know the story, it 
wouldn’t hurt to do the same—open a Bible, or google it, 
and take a look. 
 In the sermon to which I am referring, I spoke of 
Henri Nouwen’s book, The Return of the Prodigal Son 
(1992, Doubleday), which was inspired by Nouwen’s 
encounter with Rembrandt’s painting The Prodigal Son.  
In the painting, the emphasis is on the son, kneeling 
before his father, with his head upright but resting in 
his lap.  The father, old and tired in appearance, has 
placed his hands firmly but gently on his son’s back, a 
clear gesture of comfort and of gathering his son to 
himself. 
 As an aside (but not really), within a few weeks 

of that sermon, someone 
gifted me with a copy of 
the painting in a lovely 
frame.  They left a note 
with it, but the note was 
unsigned.  Somehow (I 
don’t remember just 
how) I thought I 
determined for certain 
who the giver of the gift 
was, and I sent her a 
thank you note.  Only she 
wasn’t the giver, so she 
kindly let me know that.  
From that day, I have not 
known whom to thank.  If 
you are that person, I 
would love to know who 

you are, so feel free to reveal yourself. 
 The painting hangs on my office wall.  It reminds 
me, for one thing, that there is a difference between 
knowing about God and knowing God.  There is a 
difference between understanding that we are loved 
and experiencing that love in our hearts.  There is a 
difference between what happens in our heads when 
we turn toward God and what happens in our hearts 
when we return to God completely. 
 Lent is a season when we talk about returning 
to God.  I am well aware that some of us feel that 
distance immensely for any of a number of reasons, 
while others feel the distance is not so far at all.   
 In the story, the son who has taken advantage 
of his father in the most hateful and disrespectful of  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ways and who also has turned his back on his entire 
family and his community finally finds himself in such 
dire need that he returns home in hopes that his father 
will receive him back as a slave and he will have a warm, 
safe place to stay and food to eat. 
When I try to get inside the story (and remember, it is a 
story about God’s kingdom, not a story about a 
particular identifiable father and his sons), I have long 
questioned whether the prodigal son is all that sorry 
about how badly he has treated his father and all the 
others.  Rather, I think he’s just feeling desperate and 
far away from home.  Perhaps he is desperate for 
something he cannot even recognize, much less 
express.  
It doesn’t really matter. 
 I cannot say, I do not know, whether you are 
feeling sinful and sorry, tired, rejected, scared, alone, or 
something you alone could tell me.  Neither do I know 
how hard you are trying to do what is right, to do right 
by others, to make the world more peaceful, loving, or 
just. 

I do believe this.  I believe that our inner 
wholeness, healing, salvation happens when we find a 
way to allow God’s eternal, unconditional, unfailing love 
to sink down into the depth of our hearts and to remain 
there.   

I’m not talking about our minds.  Many of us 
have found a satisfactory religion in our heads, but our 
hearts are still fearful, angry, and hurt.  As I often say, I 
believe that’s some of the people all the time and all the 
people some of the time.    
 Turning, or returning, to God is a matter of the 
heart.  It changes our minds and shapes our behaviors, 
or it is not authentic because it hasn’t taken hold.  But 
to use Saint Augustine’s phrase, our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in God.   
 Henri Nouwen wrote, “Without trust, I cannot let 
myself be found.  Trust is that deep inner conviction 
that the Father wants me home.  As long as I doubt 
that I am worth finding and put myself down as less 
loved than my…brothers and sisters, I cannot be found.  
I have to keep saying to myself, ‘God is looking for you.  
He will go anywhere to find you.  He loves you, he wants 
you home, he cannot rest unless he has you with him.’” 
(p. 84) 
 Do you hear that?  God’s heart is restless 
without you, without us. Come home.   
 
 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Tom Corum 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


3 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 
 

 

 

Happy March birthday to: 
Janice Louthan      Deb Wolf 

Justin Carr    Max Winkler  

Jane Johnson    Beverly Harrison 

Taylor Fleming    Mikey Fleming 

Jayne Ozier                                Burt Wright   

James Farley                  Allen Davis 

Nancy Grant   Andrew Pearson 

Marie King   Hadlie Williams  

Sharon Eberly                            Sandy Ernst 

Dennis Grant   Gary Brinkmeyer 

Mason Daugherty  Priscilla Ebdon 

Michael Lanman  Rita Pearson 

Brynn Symonds  Brett Bensley 

Janice Grewell         Jeri Matteson-Hughes 

Alexander Pearson  Kathy Hummel 

Happy March Anniversary to: 
Shayna & James Williams 

  

Meet Our New Directing Pastor Starting 
July 1st! 

Rev. Bradley D. Shumaker is in his 25th year of 
pastoral ministry, serving in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Annual Conference. After hearing his call as a junior 
at Galesburg High School in Galesburg, IL, he earned 

his B.A. in history from Illinois State University and his 
Master of Divinity from Garrett- Evangelical 

Theological Seminary. While in seminary, Brad served 
three years as a student pastor at Walnut Grove 

UMC in Western Illinois.  In 2000, he began full time at 
Faith UMC in Champaign, IL., Where he served for 15 

years. Over the course of his ministry there, 
Champaign Faith built a building expansion to 
accommodate the growing number of young 

families. In 2015, Brad was appointed to Coal City UMC 
where he currently serves as Directing Pastor and 

Chaplain for the Coal City Fire Protection District. 

Brad is married to Erin. They met in high school when 
their two United Methodist youth groups gathered 
to talk about the Appalachian Service Project. Over 

the course of their 25-year marriage, their greatest 
accomplishments are their 3 sons: Andrew (21), 

Jacob (19), and Tyler (8). Brad and Erin enjoy trips to 
Florida, watching Chicago Cubs baseball, mission 

work in Mexico, and listening to Margaritaville Radio. If 
Brad is not at the church, you can find him on a 
baseball field coaching or watching his son play. A gift was given to the 

Memorial Fund in memory of: 
Richard Enslen 
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March Mission Project: 
UMCOR SUNDAY- 2022 
UMCOR was founded in 1940 as a global 
humanitarian aid organization. This is the ONLY 
time of the year that the United Methodist 
Church asks for funds to underwrite the 
operational costs for all of UMCOR’s projects. 
The rest of the year, 100% of what you give 
goes directly to the projects. 

UMCOR reaches out to all areas in the United 
States and the world to help with both 
emergent and long-term needs. When the 
Coronavirus pandemic hit the world 
community, UMCOR responded. When floods 
devastated Southern Texas, UMCOR 
responded. UMCOR was also there providing 
relief with the California fires and the Kentucky 
tornadoes. 

UMCOR operating costs remain at or below 10%, 
and any funds given to UMCOR Sunday beyond 
the amount needed for administration will be 
directed to the most needy or under-funded 
UMCOR projects. The generosity of United 
Methodist congregations and individuals has 
enabled UMCOR to respond the needs as soon 
as they happen and to remain in those areas 
providing extended assistance when needed.  

If you would like to help with UMCOR Sunday, 
please make your checks to Wesley UMC with 
UMCOR Sunday on the memo line or visit our 
website at:  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-
giving. 

 
Thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday morning ladies’ study group 
will resume weekly meetings on March 2, 2022 
at 8:00 a.m. in the Wesley UMC Parlor. Our first 
book this year will be The Women of Easter by 

Liz Curtis Higgs. You will meet three women 
named Mary, each of whom has a life-

changing encounter with Jesus. Your mind 
and emotions will be engaged, and your faith 

strengthened as each scene unfolds, 
preparing your heart for a richer, deeper 

Easter experience. 

The price of this book is $6.00 and can be 
purchased the morning of our first meeting. 

 
For additional details or questions, you may 

contact Irene Strole by e-mail at 
ladyeirene@gmail.com or by phone at 405-

620-4839. 
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12:00pm-1:00pm 
Open Chapel 

Come any time for quiet prayer and 
meditation in the Chapel. Receive the marking 

of ashes as desired.  
Depart whenever you are ready. 

Devotional booklets will be available for your 
time of reflection. 

6:00pm 
We will share a traditional service of singing, 

scripture, message, and the marking of 
ashes as a sign of our mortality, repentance, 

and hope in the gospel.  
The message will be: 

“Keep On Believing in the Good News” 

 

 

    

     

 2022 LENTEN STUDY 
There will be an all-
church Lenten Study 
offered by all Sunday 
School classes starting 
March 6th called The 
Grace of Les Misèrables . 
The study will also be 
offered by other small 
groups as well. Parables, 
Voices, and Living Word 
will begin their study at 
9:45am on Sunday, March 
6th. There will also be a 
small group available to join on Sunday at 4:00pm 
in the Parlor.  A Zoom option will be available at 
6:00pm on Tuesdays, starting March 8th. You are 
invited and welcome to join any session. 

This Lent ponder the themes of justice, poverty, 
freedom, and love. Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is 
a truly epic story. Whether you’ve read the novel, 
seen the Broadway musical, heard its 
soundtrack, or seen the several screen 
adaptations, you already know the power in the 
story. In the six-week Lenten study The Grace of 
Les Misérables, author and pastor Matt Rawle 
dives into six ideals found in the story—grace, 
justice, poverty, revolution, love, and hope—each 
represented by a character in Hugo’s story. In 
keeping with his previous works, Rawle brings us 
to the intersection of Church and Pop Culture by 
drawing parallels between the iconic story and 
musical and our Christian calling, inspiring us to 
both understand our faith and live it out in the 
world. 

To register, there will be signup sheets in the 
Narthex or you can call the church office at 217-
345-3917 OR email 
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com.  

Please indicate which session you would like to be 
a part of and let us know if you would like us to 
order a participant book for you. You can also 
order your own book from www.Cokesbury.com. 

 

 

 
Have you changed your phone number, email 

address or mailing address lately? Please contact 
the church office to let us know.  

Call us at 217-345-3917 or email Bailey Cole 
bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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SHROVE TUESDAY WESLEY PANCAKE 
COOK-OFF! 

Why pancakes on Shrove Tuesday? 
Traditionally, the 40 days of Lent leading up to 

Easter was a time of fasting. Eggs and fat were 
once forbidden, so on Shrove Tuesday, the day 
before Lent, bakers would use up those stores 
to make donuts, pancakes, and other treats. 

Above is a delicious recipe for the perfect 
pancake. 

This year, Wesley will be having their first 
pancake cook-off! Take a picture of your 

creative cooking at home. Maybe you have an 
old family recipe, or maybe you can make 

pancakes into cool shapes and designs! Be as 
creative as possible and upload your designs 
onto the Wesley Facebook “Shrove Tuesday” 
post. We cannot wait to see how our Wesley 

Family will celebrate. 

 Happy cooking! 

Sunday Chat on Recycling Strategies 

Wesley’s monthly Sunday Chat series returns 
on March 6, and the Church and Society 

Ministry Team is pleased to announce the 
featured discussion leader: Sarah Mummel, 

Solid Waste Coordinator for Coles County. Ms. 
Mummel will discuss recycling strategies that 
embody safe and sustainable waste options 

for the community and the Coles County area. 
We’ll have an opportunity to discuss how we as 

a church can play a role in protecting the 
Earth, along with what we can do in our daily 
lives to further environmental stewardship. 

Come join us on Sunday March 6th in the 
Parlor, 6:00 to 7:00 pm, and be part of this 

important conversation at Wesley Church. 

 

Prayer Group Resuming In-Person 

The prayer group will resume meeting in-
person starting Monday, February 21st @ 1PM. 

Please contact Pastor Janice on if you have 
any questions. Thank you! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Multigenerational Sunday School 

The youth invite everyone in the church to 
participate in an intentionally multigenerational 
Lenten study, The Grace of Les Misérables. We 

will meet in the Youth Room for this study 
during the Sunday School hour, beginning on 
March 6. The youth are looking to participate 

and engage in discussions with individuals who 
want to learn from and engage with the youth, 

as well. This idea and invitation come from 
discussions the youth cohort team has had, 

through the Reboot Youth Cohort. This cohort 
encourages the church to engage in 

multigenerational ministry whenever possible. 
This will allow the youth to begin creating 
relationships with church members from 

diverse backgrounds and help them become 
more solidified in their faith journey, as they 
learn from our long-standing members. Our 
older members will be able to hear the ideas 

and share in the experiences of our younger 
members. We hope you consider join us and 

sharing in this unique experience. 

 If you would like more information, please feel 
free to contact the youth director, Brock 

Warren, at bwarren@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

Les Misérables Movie Showing  

Are you interested in the Lenten study but not 
familiar with the Les Misérables story? Wesley 
UMC will be showing the movie Les Misérables 

at 2pm on March 2nd in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
movie is over two hours long, so snacks and 

drinks will be provided. Come join us for an 
afternoon fellowship! 

Tumbler-Size Vases Needed! 
 

Pastor Janice is in need of Tumbler / water glass sized 
vases for her flower ministry. If you have any vases or 

glasses you would like to donate, you can drop them off 
in the church office at any time during 9:00am-4:00pm. 

The office is closed between the hours of 12:00pm-
1:00pm. If you have any questions, contact Pastor 

Janice. Please refer to the picture for the size of vases 
that are needed. Thank you! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, as well as a path to growing 
in your faith.  Thank you for sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 

body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, mailed to the church office (2206 
Fourth St., Charleston, IL 61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).   

May we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous giving! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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The Prayer Wall  

Do you have a prayer or praise you would 
like to share with others and / or the staff at 
Wesley? If so, you can hang your request on 

the prayer wall! You can locate the wall 
outside of the sanctuary. As a church family, 
we love to pray for our congregation in any 

way we can! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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