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How many are your works, Lord!  
In wisdom you made them all;  

the earth is full of your creatures. 

Psalm 104:24 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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It Was the Best of Times,  

It Was the Worst of Times 

Considering my first sermon at Wesley in July 
of 2018 began with the phrase, “It was a dark 
and stormy night…” it seems only fitting that 
as I have considered my final pastor’s article 
for The Wesley Circuit, another famous line of 
writ has been swirling about in my head: “It 
was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times.” 

The pandemic was the worst of times. There’s 
just no getting around it. I remember 
thinking, “Five weeks? Five weeks with no 
worship? We’ll go under financially!” I recall 
walking around campus when most of the 
students were gone and were not coming 
back and feeling depressed. And I remember 
worrying about the ones who were still here. 

I barely know, if I know at all, what “normal” is 
at Wesley. I do remember how many folks 
were participating in all-church studies, how 
many were attending all-church dinners on 
Wednesdays, and the momentum that was 
building prior to the pandemic. And the 
heartache of not seeing each other for so 
long. Honestly, I’m still not over it. 

But neither shall I ever forget (and I hope I 
forget most everything I’ve said so far!) the 
way our Wesley staff and lay leaders pulled 
together as well as any team I could have 
asked for. How we learned how to provide 
quality online worship. How we had monthly 
drop-offs for area charities, our first- and 
second-ever Live Nativities, a drive-by 
graduation party, a drive-up baby shower, 
an online wedding shower, outdoor worship, 
an outdoor concert, and camp in a box. How 
the choir was so amazing online, and how a 
Sunday School class actually grew during 
the pandemic, and how the church didn’t fall 
apart, it really didn’t after all. 

It was the best of times. You welcomed and 
loved our family with open arms. We grew 
together through worship, study, prayer, 

and outreach. We fixed some things that 
needed to be fixed. We learned to be flexible 
like we never knew how before. We ended 
every year with a surplus in the operating 
fund. We discussed some tough topics. We 
watched a 20-ton air conditioner be dropped 
into place by a helicopter. We said goodbye to 
some treasured staff members and we said 
hello to some really terrific new ones. We 
welcomed a lot of new folks to Wesley. We 
didn’t give up. 

We got in-person worship back. We got in-
person Sunday School back. We got in-
person meetings back. And we got in-person 
fellowship time with food back. Lord, please, 
please do not ever let us take any of this or 
each other for granted again, ever, please. 

I keep telling people, including your new 
pastor Brad Shumaker, that Wesley Church 
is in a good place. While there are a few things 
I would like to have seen completed and a few 
other dreams that might have come to 
fruition, I feel good about where things are. 
Very good. 

I feel confident you all will continue to grow, 
change, and adapt in whatever ways God will 
be calling you. I am exceedingly grateful to 
God that Brad will be your new pastor. He is a 
gifted and loving servant and leader. Most of 
all, “I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” 
(Philippians 1:6) 

After June, I will no longer be your pastor. I will 
always be grateful for the privilege and joy of 
leading and serving with you these last four 
years. I will be watching from a distance to 
see what God does here among you. And I will 
always be your friend and will hold each and 
all of you in my heart. I hope you know the 
depth of my heart when I say, I can no longer 
imagine my life without having had you all in 
it. 

With Resurrection Faith, 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Happy June birthday to: 
Danner Van Hise       June Giffin 

John Kramer    Nate Matheny 

Doyle Roach    Drew Matheny 

Jan Eads   Tina Green 

Rosalie Addison  Peg Pierson 

Donna Wieck   Dorothy Bennet 

Edward Marlow  Jayne Bardsley 

Rich Wandling   Jim Dietz 

Dale Downs   Carolyn Adkins 

Jerri Biggs   James Williams 

Michele Diss   Logan Mellott 

Cheryl Lair                Connor Mellott 

Mark Van Hise                Joyce Prince 

Ann Sidwell                Foster Rinefort 

Happy June Anniversary to: 
Kenton & Dorothy Macy 

Edward & Nancy Marlow 

Clinton & Jean Replogle 

Wendell & Carol Adams 

Gary & Sharon Brinkmeyer 

Mel & Erin Fleming 

Dennis & Rita Pearson 

Dennis & Nancy Grant 

Rick & Kathy Hummel 

Foster & Jean Rinefort 

Brock & Betzy Warren 

Darrell & Marie King 

Steve & Karla Honselman 

  

Sunday Chat:  
To provide the opportunity for more to attend, 

Church and Society’s May Sunday Chat was 
rescheduled to Sunday, June 12—at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Parlor. The topic of the Sunday Chat is “A 

2020 Jurisdiction Conference Delegate Reflects 
on Challenges facing the United Methodist 

Church”. As an elected Jurisdiction Conference 
delegate, Christina Krost of Mattoon’s First 
United Methodist Church will help us make 

sense of what lies ahead for the United 
Methodist denomination. Are there any 

implications associated with the break-away 
denomination known as the Global Methodist 

Church? Where do things stand as United 
Methodists prepare for the rescheduled UMC 

General Conference, to be held in 2024? What do 
we tell friends, associates or family members 
when they ask questions about news articles 
on developments within the United Methodist 

Church? We look forward to your participation 
in discussion of these important questions that 
face United Methodists in our changing world—a 
world that may bring challenges, but which also 

creates opportunities. 

Church Directory Picture Uploads 

Did you know that you can upload your 
picture into the church directory? By 

going to the church website, you can get 
access to the directory online. The website 

will walk you through steps on how to 
upload your own picture into your 

personal profile. This is a great way for 
new members and our new pastor to get 

to know you! Happy uploading! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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June Monthly Mission 

The monthly mission project for June 2022 will be ASP or Appalachia Service Project. 

The June mission will be ASP. ASP stands for Appalachia Service Project, which was 
founded in 1969 with the mission to make home in the Appalachian area warmer, safer, 
drier. Every year more than 15,000 volunteers from all over the country provide home 

repairs for more than 350 families. 

This year Wesley UMC plans to send 15 individuals on a mission trip with ASP. While in 
Appalachia these individuals will be performing home repairs for individuals that live in an 

area that has an 29.8% poverty level according to 2020 census data. They will also be 
building relationships with individuals that can last long after the mission trip is over. The 

generosity of Wesley UMC has helped the youth take this trip for over 20 years. We 
would like to thank you for your past support and your continued support for the ASP 

mission trip. 

If you would like to help with the ASP Mission trip, please make your check to Wesley UMC 
with ASP  in the memo line or visit charlestonwesley.org and click on online giving. 

Thank you very much for your support. 

The Wesley UMC Missions Team thanks each of you for your continued support of our 
monthly missions and the love you extend to others. 

We Need You! 
 

Are you interested in serving at Wesley? Sign-up to be a 
greeter, usher or liturgist for 8:30 or 11:00 Sunday 

services! For more information or to sign-up, Contact 
the church office to get on the contact list.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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We Need You! 
 

Sarah Bergin is in need of 
Children's Sunday School volunteers. If you 

feel called to do so, please sign up in the 
Narthex, or email Sarah at 

Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org for more 
information. Thank you for serving in your 

Wesley Community!  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Donations were given in memory 
of: 

Peggy Jack 
Vaughnee Baptist 

YOU are cordially invited to attend 
Rev. Tom's farewell bash on Sunday, 

June 5th after the 2nd service! 
 

We are saying goodbye with some of his 
favorite foods: Jimmy John's sandwiches 

and sweet stuff! 

So that we're sure to have enough food, we 
ask that you RSVP by Monday, May 30th in 

one of 3 ways: 

* Use the SignUp Genius emailed to you. It's 
very easy to do. 

* Sign on the white attendance card in your 
bulletin 

* Call the church office 217-345-3917 

 If you use Signup Genius, you will have the 
opportunity to sign up to bring an ice cream 

topping, brownies, a pie, or a veggie plate. 
That Sunday, Rev. Tom will be greeting in the 

Fellowship Hall. While you wait for the 
greeting line to finish, you can: 

-Get your drinks and sit and chat at the 
tables until everyone is through the 

greeting line. 

-Have your photo taken for the directory to 
help our incoming pastor, Rev. Brad. The 

photo booth will 

be in the Fellowship Hall. If you need help, we 
will help you enter your photo into the on-

line directory. 

- Sign a remembrance message to the 
Corums beside your name in the directory 

which will be laid out on tables. 

-There will be a Card Suitcase where you 
can deposit goodbye cards for the Corums. 
 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING  

God’s people have been giving since 
before there were buildings or budgets. 

Generous and sacrificial giving is a 
hallmark of the church. The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of 
Jesus Christ continues through the 
ministry of Wesley United Methodist 

Church. Your offering can be mailed to the 
office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – or 

you can give online through our website 
www.charlestonwesley.org  

Thank you! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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The Prayer Wall  

Do you have a prayer or praise you would like 
to share with others and / or the staff at 

Wesley? If so, you can hang your request on 
the prayer wall! You can locate the wall 

outside of the sanctuary. As a church family, 
we love to pray for our congregation in any 

way we can! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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