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Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not 
be afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is my 

strength and my defense; he has become my 
salvation. 

ISAIAH 12:2  
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Our Ongoing Dialogue 
By: Pastor Brad 

 

“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 

has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) 

 

 

Though I have lived these last 7 years up north just outside of Chicago, I have lived a majority of my life in central 

Illinois surrounded by fans of that certain baseball team from St. Louis. And let me tell you, it was not easy.  Yes, we Cubs fans 

have had our seasons. I will never forget being an 8 year old and watching Cubs win the NL East Pennant, perhaps cementing 

my fandom as a Cubs fan. I rode the waves through some great seasons and some really, really poor seasons and usually 

ending up in disappointment one way or another. Of course, the St. Louis Cardinals seemed win every year or be the reason 

for a Cubs fan’s disappointment…and I would never hear the end of it.  

Yet the irony that the year the Cubs finally break the curse and end the 108 year World Series drought, I was living in 

Coal City (near Chicago) and had plenty of Cubs fans to celebrate with and no Cardinal fans to rib! Now as I head back to 

central Illinois, the Cubs stink again and I get to join around the communion table with many Cardinal fans, a few Cub fans, 

and non-baseball fans. The night I interviewed here in Charleston with the Wesley UMC Staff Parish Relations Committee, I 

was asked the “all-important” question of who I rooted for…but my Chicago Cubs license plates gave me away before I could 

answer.  

I usually lean into my theology when a good baseball ribbing is about to take place. If I don’t defend myself by 

stating that “my victory is in Jesus,” I remind my friends that Cubs fans represent the living hope found in the Kingdom of God.   

Our commitment to our team through all times great and difficult certainly builds character, and as Paul reminds us character 

produces hope.  Isn’t the Cubs fan proclamation “wait til next year” each and every year, a “living hope?” 

Beyond the wins and losses on the ball field, our hearts know the moments in this life to cherish and the experiences 

that prove a challenge to our resolve. The words from Paul in Romans are not just a “rah-rah” sermon pointing us to hope, but 

an invitation to live our genuine lives without shame. To be you…the “you” God created and/or the person you believe God is 

shaping you to be.  And if we find that confidence in our standing with God, we will feel it deep in our own souls and certainly 

find strength as we come together as a community of faith.    

I am grateful to become your pastor on July 1, 2022.  My first Sunday will be July 3, and I look forward to beginning a 

new journey with you.  I am sure there will be plenty of time to get to know each other as the months unfold. Please know Erin 

and I will want to hear your stories about your life at Wesley UMC, but also the experiences of your faith journey. We want to 

hear how God has worked in you in the past and where God’s love is leading you still today.  As your pastoral family, we want 

you to know that we will honor you for you, love you as we grow through challenges, celebrate with you in those grace-filled 

moments, and walk beside you when life feels too difficult.  

You will find that I will share my stories that have led me to today, and I will share my life with you (even the 

embarrassing moments).  I pray that you will come to know Andrew (21 years old) and Jacob (19 years old) for the young 

adults they are becoming, and be a part of Tyler’s (8 years old) life as he grows and matures as a young person in faith.  Where 

we will go as a congregation will be where God leads us, but I know that we will all go together.   

My dad passed away in 2008. It was then and still today the most difficult loss in my life, but those first years of 

navigating my own grief led to vacillation by day and unsettledness by night.  A couple of years after he passed away, I had an 

amazing dream about the Cubs in the World Series (now please note, at the time of this dream…the Cubs in the World Series 

was just a dream as it had not happened in my lifetime yet).  Anyway, in the dream, I was standing with my dad on the 

bleacher concourse at Wrigley Field. I had no idea who won, but from the fireworks going off I assume the Cubs ended their 

drought. Yet in this most vivid dream, I remember my dad putting his arm around me as we watched the celebration in the sky 

and him telling me that even better days are ahead. 

Charleston Wesley UMC, you have seen many days, both great and difficult and through it all, you have been 

together. Your perseverance through not only these last two pandemic years, but decades of change in Church and culture, 

has built a strong community and now we stand together on the threshold of hope…and I believe that better days are ahead 

even yet. 

 

Peace, 
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Happy July birthday to: 
Suzanne Fuller    Darlene Stoltz 

Meagan Diss    Mel Fleming  

Richard Craig    Pam Johnson 

Nancy Marlow   Adam Shoaff 

Dough Klarup   Ryan Bensley 

Genavieve Braden  Janet Johns 

Irene Strole   Brad Cox 

Julie Sterling   James Hatfield 

Carrie Montgomery  Lisa Doughty 

Nick Kramer   Jilliann Symonds 

Chad Braden   Leif Nielsen 

Jacob Wilson   Jack Woods 

Ron Leathers   Monte Nugent 

Nicholas Carlson  Anna Davis 

Karen Murphy   Joy Starwalt 

Karen Clausing   Maxine Clayton 

Don Rogers   Jordan Socarras 

Jessi Vanatta   Bonnie James  

Justin Wilson   Alexander Carlson 

Travis Coffey   Marie Nielsen 

Suzie Bosler   David Kidwell 

Samuel Wilson   Gabriela Wandling 

Sarah Bergin 

Jerstine Andrick Heaven Espejo 

Happy July Anniversary to: 
Brett & Kelly Bensley 

Gary & Sherry Hawker 

Terry & Rosalee Noble 

Adam & Cara Shoaff 

Juan & Heather Lair Socarras 

Jim & Julie Dietz 

Allan & Lynn Johnson 

  

Four for the Fourth 

Coles County Habitat for Humanity is 
sponsoring their annual run/walk, “4 for 
the Fourth,” on Monday, July 4. This is the 

31st Anniversary Run! The event begins and 
ends at Morton Park on Lincoln Avenue in 
Charleston. Registration starts at 6:30 am 
with the Run/Walk stepping off at 7:30 am. 
The entry fee is $20 before June 20 and $25 

thereafter. Money raised from this event will 
be used to help eliminate poverty housing 

right here in Coles County. Consider running 
or walking. 

 To register contact Habitat’s office at 
(217)348-7063 or go online 

www.colescountyhabitat.net and click on 
fundraiser. Want to volunteer on race day?  

Contact Chris Sims: (217)549-0726. 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has 
uploaded their photo in the Instant 

Church Directory! When editing your 
profiles, please make sure that your 

information is also updated. This 
includes addresses, phone numbers, 

emails, etc.  
Thank you! 

 

 

 

http://www.colescountyhabitat.net/?fbclid=IwAR31hY33CNDlBOp6GmycfXH91phArvRJ8MqZ6YpsU8I6WV31K0Q_2XNNRvc
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Ushers, Greeters, Liturgists, OH MY! 

We are seeking folks to help usher, greet 
and serve as liturgists. If you would like to 

volunteer or are interested in learning 
where you could best serve, please 

contact the church office at 
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or call 
us at 217-345-3917. Please indicate if you 

are willing to volunteer at the 8:30 or 
11:00am service, or if you are willing to 
serve at either time. Thanks for your 

help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

July Sunday Chat 

The July Sunday Chat will take place on July 17 at 
6 pm in the Parlor and will feature Todd Foster 

speaking on the Matthew 25 Project in 
Charleston. The Matthew 25 Project is a local 

ecumenical initiative seeking to give hope to the 
homeless men in Charleston by providing both 

shelter and needed support. The success of the 
Matthew 25 Project depends greatly on the 

participation and help of area congregations, 
and we know that Wesley Church members will 

step forward to help in whatever way is needed. 
Our July Sunday Chat leader Todd Foster is 

uniquely positioned to update us on the Matthew 
25 Project. He recently was named the first 

president of its board of directors, and many of 
us know him through his ongoing service as 

Director of the Charleston Area Churches Food 
Pantry. The Church and Society Ministry Team 

looks forward to seeing you on July 17th, to learn 
about the homeless shelter project and to 
identify opportunities for Wesley Church 

members to help. 
 

 

mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Wesley’s scouts decided this year to travel afar for a different summer camp experience, 
so after a nine-hour trip twenty-five Wesley scouts and leaders are at Camp L.E. Phillips in 
northern Wisconsin this week, where the prohibition on keeping food in tents isn’t to deter 

just raccoons, there being bears in the neighborhood.   By happy coincidence, Pastor 
Shumaker’s Coal City troop is also at Phillips, and ideas are already being exchanged for a 

future joint activity. 
 

In addition, within the past month scouts canoed on the Wabash River, camping overnight 
on an island.  Luca Carcasi, our 62nd Eagle Scout, was recognized for his Monticello 

Learning Garden at Jefferson Elementary School.  The troop was saddened by the death 
of Luca’s Eagle mentor, long-serving Assistant Scoutmaster Jud Armstrong.  Chase 

Armstrong (no relation) became our 63rd Eagle (he laid the base for the Wesley’s 
memorial tree seating).   Small plaques identifying Eagle Scout projects have been placed 

at Fox Ridge, Lincoln Log Cabin, and Lake Charleston locations, and three here at the 
church. 

 
Also, twelve scouts and adults spent four days in Springfield touring the Capitol, 

governor’s mansion, IDNR headquarters, Illinois Military Museum and the State Police 
Academy,  For Memorial Day scouts placed flags on veteran’s graves at Thomas Lincoln 

Cemetery, posted flags on Lincoln Avenue, attended the morning VFW ceremony at Rose 
Lawn Cemetery, and returned to at noon to fire 21-minute guns.  Ten scouts lived on 

campus while attending EIU’s first STEM University of Scouting,   As a fundraiser, Troop 141 
members cleaned O’Brien Stadium after each day of both the girls and boys state track 
meets.  The girl’s troop chose Fox Ridge for their first campout, and the youngest boy’s 
patrol were at Warbler Ridge for theirs.  In July, more of our scouts will spend a week at 
our local camp near Pana, and six embark on a high adventure backpacking trip to Isle 

Royale National Park in Lake Superior.  Yikes, is this a busy bunch of Scouts! 
 

Summer Music Sign-Ups 
 

Sign up to play music for our 8am & 11am 
service! 

Please call or email the church office at 
 (217) 345-3917 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org, or sign up 
at the information desk in the Narthex! 

Thank you for providing 
special music this summer! 

 

https://charlestonwesley.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25fe0e48a5d45c1625762f9a6&id=2b85677e11&e=6940fd527f
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 
God’s people have been giving since before 
there were buildings or budgets. Generous 

and sacrificial giving is a hallmark of the 
church. The church’s mission to love and 

serve in the name of Jesus Christ continues 
through the ministry of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Your offering can be 
mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, 

Charleston – or you can give online through 
our website www.charlestonwesley.org   

 
Thank you!  

Make church camp  
part of your summer plans this year!  

UMC camping programs offer spirit filled, life-
changing experiences! Scholarships from Wesley 

UMC & Illinois Great Rivers Conference are available 
to help subsidize cost. Transportation can also be 

arranged if necessary 
 If you have any questions, you can contact: Pam 

Johnson 217-345-7540 Or Sarah Bergin 618-670-0464 

Farewell Pastor Tom! 

Pastor Tom Corum, 
We appreciate your years of service at Wesley 
United Methodist Church. We pray God will lead 
and guide you on the next journey of your life! 

 

Camera Helpers for July 3rd 
 

Brock Warren is in need of someone to 
operate the church cameras on Sunday, 
July 3rd. If you would like to volunteer in 
the tech booth, contact Brock Warren 

at bwarren@charlestonwesley.org. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
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Calling All Acolytes! 

Sarah Bergin created a sign-up 
form for weekly acolytes! 

To sign up, follow the link below or 
you can always text/ email Sarah 

to get on the schedule! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/.
../10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9... 

 

: https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-
charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

 

VBS Volunteers 
 

Are you interested in volunteering for VBS this 
year? We need a lot of help, and VBS is quickly 

approaching!  

Click the link below to register/ volunteer or 
Contact Sarah Bergin if you are interested! 

Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/
https://wesleyunited-methodist-church-of-charleston-il.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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Pastor Brad Shumaker's Welcome Luncheon 
 

Charleston Wesley would like to welcome Reverend Brad Shumaker and his family as new Directing 
Pastor. A Luncheon will be held on Sunday, July 10th after second service in the Fellowship Hall. 

Lunch and dessert will be catered by Niemerg's. Lunch will be fried chicken, ham, mashed potatoes, 
corn, green beans, noodles, coleslaw and dessert. 

 
No dessert donations are needed but a free will offering will be accepted. 

 
In order to accommodate everyone, please RSVP by June 27th.You can RSVP through the 

connection cards, calling the church office, or the sign up sheet in the Narthex.  
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