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Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 

others. 
 

Philippians 2:3–4 
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There’s a little black spot on the sun today, can you see it?  I guess if you want to stare really hard at 

the sun, knowing there will be temporary discomfort and pain and also risk permanent damage to your eyes, 
you might just see that dot.  The words from the band, The Police, in their 1983 hit song King of Pain 

characterizes the ridiculous task of seeking the black spot on a huge 
bright disk in the sky or the many mental gymnastics we go through 
daily to focus on what is negative in the world because there are 
times we just can’t seem to stop focusing on the pain. 

Several years ago after a difficult run of events in my life, I 
reached out to a therapist who specialized in mental health for 
young professionals. I spent sessions not only dealing with my own 
grief, but also in developing tools to overcome the fear of sitting in 
wait for the next shoe to drop. I remember sitting in my therapist’s 
office channeling through the previous month, at her request, to 
recall the great moments in ministry and family. And yet with every 

positive moment, I would counter with another experience that brought anger or fear or doubt in myself.  
She pulled out a white piece of paper out of the printer and with a pen, made a small, barely visible, black 
dot in the paper. Holding it up, she asked me, “What do you see?”  

“A black dot,” I quickly replied. 
“You were instantly drawn to the dot, Brad. At some point, and this is your goal, is to begin seeing the 

rest of the picture,” she challenged me. And the responsibility to stop letting a speck of dust to ruin the 
beautiful painting that God paints every day in life has helped minimize the pain that I sought to relive every 
moment that God intended for good.  

And yet, try as I might, this is a challenge everyday only exacerbated by change, news, and the many 
matters out of our control. The world is running’ circles around our brain yet today and the Church feels the 
effects. Recent cultural messaging has been to accentuate the things in life that divide us. Race or ethnicity, 
gender or sexuality, political party or socio-economic status. That doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface 
on matters of gun control or civil rights. And the more we are fueled by our divisions, the same schisms work 
through the Church (Capital “C” meaning all Christianity). But God wants us to know that there is far more 
that unites than what divides us and for us to focus on what divides is like staring at the little black dot on the 
sun today. Because what divides is temporary as the eternal nature of God’s gifts are forever and will forever 
shine bright.  

Because this is what we have come to embrace together:  
1) Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior.  
2) Our mission is to share Jesus Christ with the world. 
3) We are called to transform the world, bringing in God’s Kingdom 
4) As God’s children we are to live by three simple rules: Do no Harm, Do Good, Stay in Love with 
God 
5) God is love and love, absolutely, wins!    
These non-negotiable tenants of faith are among many things that unite us. These are the things that 

fill the paper, paint a beautiful picture and make for a very bright light. They grow us as a people in our 
worship and study, in our prayer life and our social life. Talk about these non-negotiables with God. Share 
them with others when you talk about life. Find the common ground when others want to push away.  

May we embrace what unites us. May we live the beautiful picture God paints throughout creation. 

May we be that which fills the picture of God’s love for the world.  

Our Ongoing Dialogue 
By: Pastor Brad 

 

“There's a little black spot on the sun today, It's the same old thing as yesterday. There's a black hat 

caught in the high tree top, there's a flag pole rag and the wind won't stop. I have stood here before 

inside the pouring rain, with the world turning circles running 'round my brain. I guess I'm always hoping 

that you'll end this reign but it's my destiny to be the king of pain.” (Song lyrics, King of Pain, The Police)  
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Soup Stop Volunteers 
Needed 

If you’re looking for a way to volunteer at a local 
nonprofit organization that serves people in 

need, Charleston Soup Stop is a good way to do 
so. Soup Stop is located at the New Hope 

Worship Center (2175 E Harrison Avenue) where 
volunteers serve hot meals, prepare to-go sack 

lunches for diners, and carry out general 
kitchen readiness and clean-up duties. 

Volunteers commit to weekday shifts of 10:30 am 
to 1 pm, and the days you volunteer are flexible. 

You may volunteer daily, weekly or monthly. 
Soup Stop volunteers make a difference in 

people’s lives, and it’s a rewarding way to give 
back to the community. 

 If you are interested in volunteering, contact 
Soup Stop Volunteer Coordinator Charmaine 
Owens at 217-549-2852. Also, for questions or 
additional information, you may contact Rich 

Wandling at 217-549-3121. 
 

 

Summer Music Sign-Ups 

 
If you sing or play an instrument and know 
a great song you’d like to share in worship 
this summer, please put your name on the 
sign-up sheet in the sanctuary hallway or 
contact Elizabeth in the church office (217-

345-3917), or via email at 
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com).  

There are still a few Sunday services left! 

 

EIU Wesley Foundation Needs 
You!  

The Wesley Foundation will again be 
offering Sunday Suppers, beginning on 
August 28. We invite all church groups 
and members to help with this part of 
our ministry, by helping us offer these 

free meals to students on Sunday 
nights at 5:30pm.  

If you can provide all or part of a 
Sunday Supper or would like to make a 
donation for Sunday Suppers, contact 
Betzy at betzy@eiuwesley.org or (865) 
335-1626. Thank you for your support!  
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Ushers, Greeters, Liturgists, OH MY! 

We are seeking folks to help usher, greet and serve as liturgists. If you would like to 
volunteer or are interested in learning where you could best serve, please contact the 

church office at charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or call us at 217-345-3917. Please 
indicate if you are willing to volunteer at the 8:30 or 11:00am service, or if you are willing to 

serve at either time. Thanks for your help! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Word Study  
The Living Word Class, an adult class which 

meets on Sundays, 9:45-10:45 A.M, in Room 113 
(the room which opens into the Fellowship Hall 
between the kitchen and Scout room)  invites 
you beginning August 7 to its 5-session video-
study of a book by entertaining and inspiring 

author Bob Goff called Everybody 
always:  Becoming Love in a World Full of 

Setbacks and Difficult People.  Goff's message, 
centering around John 13:35, is as simple to 
say as it is hard to do:  love people even the 

difficult ones, without distinction and without 
limits. Goff shares stories from his life that 
have helped him understand what it truly 
means to love everybody the way Jesus 
loved them--without fear, insecurity, or 

restriction.  Please grab your refreshments in 
the Fellowship Hall between the services and 
bring it into 113 to join us.  You'll be glad you 

did! 

Ring In the New Music 
Season 

Have you wanted to participate in our music 
ministry, but singing isn't your thing? 

Handbells might be the perfect group for you. 
Bells are ideal for anyone who has played the 
piano or a band instrument, even if it's been a 
long time. Music reading ability is a plus, but we 

will help you learn if you are rusty! 
Bell choir meets on Tuesdays beginning 

August 30th, and generally provides music for 
worship on the 4th Sunday of each month. 
During COVID we started meeting at 4:30 PM, 

but can go back to a later time such as 5:30 or 
6:00 depending on what works best for 

everyone. 

 If you would like to try ringing, please call the 
office or email Elizabeth Halbe 

at charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com and let us 
know your best rehearsal time. Join us this fall 

in making a joyful noise! 

 

 

 

mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com


5 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy August Birthday to: 
Tina Held        Sue Harvey 

Nathan Macy    Diane Hutchins 

Bryanna Bensley  Macy Coffey 

Sue Leathers   Leon Inman 

Lori Bonnstetter  Reva Cougill 

Erick Dietz   Elizabeth Quivey 

Terri Farley   Bill Lair 

Lora Zuber   Brando Socarras 

Lauren Wahls   Megan Zuber 

Alexander Carr   Courtney Esker 

Claire Ebinger   Lauren Mellott 

Betty Durham   Lucy Stark 

Cindy Ebinger   Jeffrey Baker  

Abraham Vanderwolf   Deanna Smith 

Heather Lair Socarras                  Nancy Swinford 

 

Happy August Anniversary to: 
Ron & Diane Hutchins  Max & Joy Winkler 

Tom & Ruth Ann Finley  Don & Jean Mapes 

Trevor & Lisa Doughty  Scott & Tory Wilson 

Stan & Janice McMorris Chad & Lisa Braden 

Rick & Rosalie Addison 

Steve & Jody Johnson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations were given in memory of: 
Glea McBride 

to the Choir Music Fund 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

God’s people have been giving since 
before there were buildings or 

budgets. Generous and sacrificial 
giving is a hallmark of the church. The 
church’s mission to love and serve in 
the name of Jesus Christ continues 

through the ministry of Wesley United 
Methodist Church. Your offering can be 

mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, 
Charleston – or you can give online 

through our website 
www.charlestonwesley.org   

Thank you!  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Mark Your Calendars! 
The Young @ Heart Society is up and running 
strong after its inaugural meeting. All adults 

who have an afternoon free are invited to join 
in the fun, faith, and fellowship with Christian 

friends on their next meetings in Fellowship Hall 
on  Mondays at 3 PM on Aug. 1 and Aug 21. Mark 

your calendar and plan to join us. 
 

August Monthly Mission 
Wesley Foundation 

 
The Missions Ministry Team has designated EIU Wesley Foundation as our August Missions 

Project. 
 

EIU Wesley Foundation’s mission is to be an inclusive faith community of young adults, living 
out faith together through ministries of worship, prayer, community, and service.  We hold 

weekly programming for students throughout the academic year, with free supper and 
events on Sunday evenings and worship and conversation on Wednesday nights, in 

addition to outings, trips, and service events. 
 

As a ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, the Wesley Foundation receives funding 
through the IGRC.  Unfortunately, the funding from the IGRC will be cut by 18% in 2023.  This 

means your investments in programs for students and in sustaining the Wesley 
Foundation’s operating expenses are even more important now than in the past. Its 

ministry continues because you value the spiritual growth of and care for college students.  
Our congregation’s giving enables that work to happen at the EIU Wesley Foundation.  By 
sharing your gifts, you will be investing in the lives of students and young adults at EIU. 

 
If you would like to help support the work Wesley Foundation does at EIU, please make your 
check out to Wesley UMC with Wesley Foundation on the memo line and mail it or bring it to 

the church or visit our website at charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ button at the 
bottom of the page. Thank you very much for your support. 

 
The Missions Ministry Team 
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Heartfelt “Thank You!” 

Dear Wesley UMC Family, 

What an amazing first month here at Wesley! And I don’t say “thank you” lightly, but I 
say it with deep gratitude in my heart. I have had a grin on my face since we moved to 
town and that grin moves to full smile every time I think about you and the hospitality 
you have shown my family upon our arrival. The meals and gift cards, the basket 
featuring “A Taste of Charleston”, the honest conversations and warm “hellos”, and 
that great welcome luncheon have shown the open hearts and doors of this church. 
You have quickly made Wesley UMC a home for us and you have become our family. I 
look forward to getting to know all of you in these coming years as my door will always 
be open to you! 

Peace, 
Pastor Brad and Family 

 

We’re Back! 
Adult Choir is back and ready to resume rehearsals! 

First rehearsal for Adult choir will be on Wednesday, 

Aug.24 @ 7pm in the choir room. If you are interested 

in participating in the choir, contact Michael Mellott 

for more information.  
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WORSHIP BEING OFFERED  
AT LOCAL CARE FACILITIES 

Pastor Janice provides worship services at three Charleston care facilities – Arbor Rose, The 
Villas and Brookstone. Each service includes singing, a short sermon and communion. Family 
members of the residents as well as visitors from our church are welcome to attend. Please 

speak with Pastor Janice if you need more information. 

Backpack Blessings 
Sunday, August 14th 

It's almost back to school time! We want to 
send our students back to school with 

many prayers and blessings. Please bring 
your backpacks and school supplies 

August 14th for a blessing during worship 
services. Wesley UMC wishes all students 
and teachers a wonderful school year! 

You’re Invited! 

Join us as we celebrate the end of summer 
with an All Church Pool Party! 

Wednesday August 10th 7-9 PM at 
Charleston Rotary Pool. Not interested in 
swimming? Bring a snack to share, relax 

and enjoy some conversation on the pool 
deck. 
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ASP 2022 

Thank you does not seem to be big enough for the gratitude and appreciation felt by the ASP 
team that served in Bell County, KY July 3rd – 9th! Crew #1, led by Brock Warren and Edie 

Classen, worked on a home to continue a “hug” for the homeowner. A “hug” adds insulation 
to the home, in order to make it more energy efficient, and allows the homeowner to utilize 

money saved on energy bills on other necessary expenses. This crew worked well together, 
gaining new skills and confidence as the week went on. Crew #2, led by Sarah Bergin and 

George Henshaw, worked on J Channeling around a home’s rafters, in anticipation of siding 
being placed on the home later, to complete the “hug.” This team had a very tedious task, but 
was able to work together to complete the job and prepare the site for crews to finish up the 

job after them. This year’s ASP theme is “Rooted in Love,” and Wesley UMC’s mission team 
experienced love beyond just their week of service. The love shown by the church to get us 
on the trip and the prayers while on the trip, kept us working to show the love of Christ to 

each other, the homeowners, other churches we served with, and the ASP staff. Thank you, 
again, for all that you do to support our ASP mission trips. Please join us on Sunday, August 

7th, as we share with the congregation during worship. 
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Building Matters 

As you know, summer heat and humidity are 
hard on air-conditioning units and our patience. If 

you have noticed increased humidity or 
uncomfortable temperatures in the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings, please know that our Trustees 
are working on this matter with urgency. Working 

with a new HVAC company, we are researching 
ways to alleviate the humidity, regulate 

temperature, and improve air quality.  You will see 
improvement, but please offer us your patience. 

We will keep you updated. 
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Calling All Acolytes! 

Sarah Bergin created a sign-up 
form for weekly acolytes! 

To sign up, follow the link below or 
you can always text / email Sarah 

to get on the schedule! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/.
../10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9... 

Join Youth Bell Choir! 

Starting August 3rd @ 6:30pm, Brock Warren 
and Ruth Ann Craig will be hosting the first 
youth bell choir practice. If you have any 

questions, you can contact Brock or Ruth Ann. 
We are so excited for this new worship 

opportunity!  

Kid’s Choir is Back! 
First rehearsal for kid’s choir:  5-6:30. 

September 7.  We will eat pizza from 5-

5:30.  Parent meeting will be from 5-5:30pm. 

Parents are welcome to join us for pizza as well! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes?fbclid=IwAR31-Px5Qhz2hm1h4N0T9hy6LO-kOAFfck9Iad5OZd1Rm40BUWpk2w3vsxA
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