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Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit 
of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed 
ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he 

comes and showers his righteousness on you. 

Hosea 10:12 
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Easter Arises from Chaos 

“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as 
he said.  Come, see the place where he lay.  Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you 

to Galilee; there you will see him.”  This is my message 
for you.’” (Matthew 28:5-7) 

 
Each biblical evangelist’s telling of the Easter 

story begins in chaos.  Matthew’s version is no 
exception.  “Mary Magdalene and the other Mary” 
have gone to see Jesus’ tomb.  As if their grief is not 
enough, an earthquake and an angel from heaven 
shake both the women and the guards standing 
watch to the core.  Easter begins in chaos. 

Many of you know that the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, which 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic had been postponed 
from 2020 to 2021, then again from 2021 to 2022, 
recently was postponed once again until 2024.  All 
these postponements have been due to the 
pandemic and the consequent issues of travel, 
obtaining visas, and all matters related to gathering 
delegates from all over the world to one place, which 
was to be Minneapolis, MN. 

Many of you also are aware that dominant 
business of the next General Conference will be to 
make decisions regarding LGBTQ+ inclusion in The 
United Methodist Church, particularly the ordination 
of openly gay clergy and the performing of same-
sex marriages, both of which currently are 
prohibited by our Book of Discipline.  Most likely, the 
church will split in some way or another, given the 
seeming impossibility of holding “under one 
umbrella” both those who support same-sex 
marriage and ordination of openly gay individuals 
and those who do not support the same.  (Let it be 
noted here that God is in the business of making the 
impossible possible, but I’ll get to that in a moment.) 
To be sure, some of you have read about the 
development of The Global Methodist Church, which 
will launch May 1.  While the 2024 General Conference 
may well provide a clear and mutually-agreed-upon 
path for United Methodist congregations, either 
liberal or conservative, to form their own 
denomination(s), The Global Methodist Church, which 
is rooted in longstanding traditionalist/conservative 
movements within the UMC, has not been sanctioned 
by The United Methodist Church.  That is to say, 
under our current Book of Discipline, congregations 
that disaffiliate from the UMC and join The Global 
Methodist Church will need to buy their buildings (all 
United Methodist Church properties are held in trust 
for their respective Annual Conferences) and will not  
 

 
 
 
 
 
receive any money from The United Methodist 
Church. 

That all sounds rather technical, doesn’t it?  
And a bit chaotic.  Let me shift gears and speak from 
the heart.  I know here at Wesley we do not all hold 
the same view on these matters.  Some are 
uncertain.  I know that many of us have been 
waiting for General Conference to take place so that 
we might have a clearer understanding of where 
The United Methodist Church is headed.  Yet another 
delay is disheartening.  Waiting can be exhausting.  
This is a matter that is heavy in many of our hearts.  
It is about people, and what we believe is right. 
 Because I don’t have much longer to say it, I 
want to share a hope that I have held for a very long 
time and that seems to be unwavering.  I am just one 
person, and this is only my opinion.  Yet, while I am 
still your pastor, I want to share it.  Many of you 
know that I support the full inclusion of LGBTQ+ 
individuals in the life of the church.  That means I 
support same-sex marriage and opening the door 
for openly gay individuals to follow their calling to be 
ordained. 
 Here is the part about the seemingly 
impossible becoming possible.  I am hoping for a 
United Methodist Church that will decide to take 
such a route in 2024.  Additionally, I hope with all my 
heart that if that happens, those who disagree, 
both in Wesley UMC and across our denomination, 
will stay.  I hope with every fiber of my being that we 
will still have enough room for one another.  While I 
know this is no small matter, we United Methodists 
have never fully agreed on everything.   
 But back to the present.  Here is where we 
are.  We must continue to be about our business of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  We must remember 
that we are not merely a group of unaffiliated 
believers.  We belong to one another.  We need one 
another.  The rest of the world needs to see us 
working together for good, laboring together in 
God’s fields.  “There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.” (Ephesians 4:1-6). 
 Easter always arises out of chaos.  
Otherwise, there is no need of it.  And the message is 
still the same.  We are not to be afraid.  Jesus, who 
was crucified, is not dead.  He is alive and he is still 
out ahead of us.  He promises to meet us if we 
believe just enough to keep moving forward one 
step at a time. 
 
With Resurrection Faith, 

Rev. Tom Corum 
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Happy April birthday to: 
Karen Maris       Dustha Wahls 

Donna Helton    Joyce Cassell  

Eleanor Lawson   Kenton Macy 

Rand Chappell    Grace Braden 

Kaylee Wilson                                Nissa Larson 

Sherry Hawker                  Max Coffey 

Rick Addison   Dennis Pearson 

Brendan Warren                Terry Diss  

Betzy Elifrits Warren                     Judith Feterl 

Mary Jorstad                 Rachel Mellott  

Savannah Esarey  Joyce Jackson 

Ruth Schmidt   James Honnold 

              

Happy April Anniversary to: 
Roy & Pat Meyerholtz 

Howard & Jan Eads 

  

Sunday Chat:  
Safety and Comfort for Older Adults 

in Living and Social Spaces 

April’s Sunday Chat presenter is Dr. Kathleen 
O’Rourke of EIU’s Department of Human 

Services and Community Leadership. Professor 
O’Rourke is Graduate Coordinator of the M.A. in 
Aging Studies program, and she will lead us in 
examination of strategies to promote safety 

and comfort for older adults in living and social 
spaces. The program will feature Dr. O’Rourke’s 
interactive assessment tool for learning about 

the degree of safety and comfort for 
accommodating older adults--whether in their 

homes, social settings or buildings such as 
churches.  

The tool has been applied on campus by Dr. 
O’Rourke’s students, and it readily lends itself to 

church spaces such as ours. Come join us on 
Sunday April 10th, 6:00 to 7:00 pm in the Parlor 

to learn about this important subject and 
consider ways to ensure that our building 
space meets the needs of all generations. 

Church Directory Picture Uploads 

Did you know that you can upload your 
picture into the church directory? By 

going to the church website, you can get 
access to the directory online. The website 

will walk you through steps on how to 
upload your own picture into your 

personal profile. This is a great way for 
new members and our new pastor to get 

to know you! Happy uploading! 

The Prayer Wall  

Do you have a prayer or praise you would like 
to share with others and / or the staff at 

Wesley? If so, you can hang your request on 
the prayer wall! You can locate the wall 

outside of the sanctuary. As a church family, 
we love to pray for our congregation in any 

way we can! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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April Mission Project: 
Ukraine- Save the Children 

For the month of April. Wesley UMC’s 
mission project will be for “Save the 

Children.” This organization has been 
Present in Ukraine since 2014. This 

organization will help provide children and 
families with immediate aid, such as food, 

water, hygiene kits, psychosocial support, 
and cash assistance to help families meet 

basic needs.  

More information will be shared at a later 
time from the Mission’s team about how 

Wesley is helping “Save the Children.” 

To learn more, please visit: 

https://www.savethechildren.org/us/wh
ere-we-work/ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 14th @ 7:00PM 
 

We will share in a traditional service of 
singing, prayer, scripture, message, and Holy 

Communion, remembering Christ’s Last 
Supper with his disciples.  

All are welcome at Christ’s table.  

 

April 15th @ 7:00PM 

Our Good Friday worship service will be a 
service of Tenebrae in the Sanctuary. The 

United Methodist Book of Worship describes 
this service like this: “A Service of Tenebrae, 
or ‘Darkness,’ is based on a twelfth-century 
late night/early morning service and is an 

extended meditation on the passion of 
Christ.” Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren will lead this 

service 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Order Easter Flowers 
 

Wesley UMC is offering the opportunity to 
purchase flowers to decorate our sanctuary 
and narthex on Easter morning. Flowers may 

be purchased for $18 each and may be 
designated in honor or in memory of a loved 

one, or given as a gift to the church. The 
ordering deadline is Monday, April 11th. Please 
write separate checks for flowers and indicate 

on the memo line that the check is is 
for Easter Flowers. Plants may be picked up 

after the 11:00 service on Easter morning.  
 

Sign-up forms will be available on Sunday, and 
you may bring them to the church office 

during the week, mail to the church or place in 
the offering basket on Sunday.  

Contribute to the Music Fund 

 
Wesley UMC is offering the opportunity to 

contribute to the music fund which helps to 
fund special music on Easter, and other 

music needs throughout the year.  
 

Donations to the Music Fund may be given 
in any amount and will be noted in the 
special bulletin insert Easter morning. 

Please write separate checks for music and 
indicate on the memo line that the check is 

for Music Fund. 
 

Sign-up forms will be available on Sunday, 
and you may bring them to the church 

office during the week, mail to the church or 

place in the offering basket on Sunday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts were given to the Memorial 
Fund in memory of: 

Shirley Duckworth 
Sue Graves 

We Need You! 
 

Are you interested in serving at Wesley? 
Sign-up to be a greeter, usher or liturgist 

for 8:30 or 11:00 Sunday services! For more 
information or to sign-up, Contact the 
church office to get on the contact list.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Troop- 141 
Our Scout Program Has Grown! 

Wesley has expanded scouting opportunities for 
local youth by now chartering three BSA units. 

 
Last September, Cub Scout Pack 41 moved here to 

benefit from our facilities and support, to take 
advantage of Eastern’s adjacent, expansive fields, 

and to have closer ties to Troop 141. 
 

Since 2019 girls have been welcomed in Cub Scouting, 
and have long been members of 14-and-older BSA 

programs such as Venturing and Exploring.  The gap 
in BSA participation by girls between cub age and 

those older programs has now been filled nationally 
by permitting all-girl Scouts BSA troops, or ones 

linked to an existing all-boys Scouts BSA troop at the 
same chartered organization. That’s us. With 11-

year-old girls in both the Mattoon and Charleston 
packs eager to continue on the road to Eagle (the 

requirements are exactly the same for either 
gender), a girl’s Scouts BSA Troop 141(g) is being 

formed and, while usually meeting separately, will 
have access to the equipment and resources 

available to the boys of existing Scouts BSA Troop 
141(b), and will be supported by the same troop 
committee.  Tiffany Gibson, a science teacher at 

Cumberland High School and the STEM coordinator 
for area BSA scout units, is looking forward to being 

scoutmaster of the girl’s Scouts BSA troop. 
 

Recent activities:  In February, Troop 141(b) scouts 
competed in events at a snowless but cold Klondike 
Derby at the camp near Pana.  That same weekend, 

other scouts ventured to northern Wisconsin to 
participate in cross country skiing and to sleep in 

individual snow caves they built.  Other recent 
outings included downhill skiing at Paoli, Indiana, 

rugged spelunking (and sleeping) in Marengo Cave, 
and merit badge opportunities at both Richland 

Community College and Lake Land, where scouts 
were introduced to such varied subjects as Public 

Health, Programming, and Automotive 
Maintenance.   And an Eagle Scout project over 

Spring break refurbished the belfry at St. Charles 
Catholic Church. 

 

Help Out the Scouts 
 

Scouts built the wooden bin next to the garage so 
used cardboard (which the Early Learning Center 

kitchen has lots of) and used paper (which the 
church has lots of) can be 

recycled.  Unfortunately, CCAR had to discontinue 
pickups, so our accumulation has to be taken 

there, sometimes weekly, in the church van.  We 
don’t mind church members adding to the pile, 

but if you’re making a special trip here to drop it 
off and CCAR (open on Lincoln Avenue until 3) 
would be just as convenient for you, taking it 
directly there will eliminate this extra step to 

accomplish your good deed. 
 

To fund our activities, the troop takes aluminum 
cans for recycling and appreciates those who 

leave bags of them for us by the church 
garage.  While we no longer collect plastic caps 
and lids to be made into benches,  the Special 

Education District’s Life Academy, 1617 Lake Land 
Boulevard in Mattoon, does, and would welcome 

having yours. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Women's Spring Retreat 
Saturday, April 23rd 

 
Wesley UMC will be hosting a 

women's retreat on April 23rd! Come enjoy 
fellowship with other women, a keynote 

speaker, breakout sessions, prizes and so 
much more! Childcare will be provided. 

Contact Kathy Wright to sign up by April 

20th, or click here to sign up online. Sign-up 
sheets will also be available in the Wesley 

Narthex.  

Youth Ministry Cohort Team Report 

The Youth Ministry Cohort Team has been 
meeting monthly since its inception during the 

summer of 2021. These meetings have focused on 
various aspects of the youth ministry, including a 
review of how the church currently perceives the 
youth ministry, discussing dreams for the youth 

ministry, sharing times the youth ministry has 
succeeded and times the youth ministry has 

failed, examining how the youth ministry relates 
to the congregation, and coming up with 

innovative ways to address problems and new 
ways to think through evaluating the youth 

ministry. 

Having completed these steps, the cohort is 
moving into a time where we will identify a specific 

area of need in the youth ministry and plan a 
project to address this need. Through our 

meetings, the consistent problem that has arisen 
is the need to address a lack of connection with 
past participants and set processes in place to 
maintain connection with current participants. 

Our project to address this concern has not yet 
been decided, but will be in the near future. 

The Youth Ministry Cohort Team would like to 
thank the church for their continued support, 
going forward, and for the support you have 

already shown for the youth and this process. 
We look forward to working on our project with 

the help of the church and creating a youth 
ministry program that better serves all youth of 
Wesley United Methodist Church and helps serve 

the needs of the community of Charleston. 

Brock Warren 
Director of Youth Ministry Wesley UMC 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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  Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of 
your faith, as well as a path to growing in your 

faith.  Thank you for sharing your financial gifts 
so that together we can be the body of Christ in 

an ever-changing world.  Your giving makes a 
difference! 

 
Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on 
Sundays, mailed to the church office (2206 

Fourth St., Charleston, IL 61920), or given online 
(www.charlestonwesley.org).   

May we bless others, and be blessed, through 
our generous giving! 
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