
1 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

THE WESLEY CIRCUIT – MARCH 2021 
Wesley United Methodist Church, Charleston, IL 

BE SURE TO REGISTER FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

If you will be joining us for in-person worship on Sunday morning 

at 9:30, you will need to make a reservation each week. To make 

a reservation, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-

morningworship-service-tickets-126314160053 Once there, select 

the date you would like to attend and follow the prompts to make 

your reservation. When you arrive on Sunday, please use the 

sanctuary doors, then stop by the registration table to sign in and 

get a quick temperature check. Masks are required as is physical 

distancing – families can sit together. If you cannot register 

yourself or need help with the process, please call the church office at 217-345-3917 and someone will 

register you. Please note that we can accommodate 100 attendees each Sunday. Hope to see you Sunday! 

OR WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE! 

Even though we have begun to worship in person, we will still be 

offering a recorded Sunday morning worship service. We are aware of 

some recent technical difficulties with our Sunday in-person recordings, 

and are working to fix those. The in-person service will be recorded and 

posted to YouTube later on Sunday morning/early afternoon. Be sure to 

watch your inbox early Sunday morning – we will send the bulletin and 

attendance link ahead of time so you will have them for the service. 

 

JOIN THE WUMC TECH TEAM! 
The Wesley Tech Team is in need of volunteers in the areas of sound, video, and 

PowerPoint projection for Sunday in-person worship services. Training will be 

provided.  The frequency of your service would be up to you. To volunteer, or 

for more information, contact Mark Van Hise (mravmrav@hotmail.com) or Rev. 

Tom (tcorum@charlestonwesley.org).  Please include “church tech” in the 

subject line. Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve Wesley’s 

Sunday worship ministry.  

The mission of the United 

Methodist Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morningworship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morningworship-service-tickets-126314160053
mailto:mravmrav@hotmail.com
mailto:tcorum@charlestonwesley.org
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Walking Forward 
In his book A Long 

Obedience in the Same 

Direction, Eugene Peterson 

laments how “religion in our 

time has been captured by the tourist mindset.” 

Peterson points out the harmfulness to Christians 

of “the assumption that anything worthwhile can 

be acquired at once. We assume that if something 

can be done at all, it can be done quickly and 

efficiently.” 

Further, he states: “It is not difficult in (a world 

such as ours) to get a person interested in the 

message of the gospel; it is terrifically difficult to 

sustain the interest. Millions of people in our 

culture make decisions for Christ, but there is a 

dreadful attrition rate. Many claim to have been 

born again, but the evidence for mature Christian 

discipleship is slim. In our kind of culture anything, 

even news about God, can be sold if it is packaged 

freshly; but when it loses its novelty, it goes on the 

garbage heap. There is a great market for religious 

experience in our world; there is little enthusiasm 

for the patient acquisition of virtue, little 

inclination to sign up for a long apprenticeship in 

what earlier generations of Christians called 

holiness.” (2nd edition, 2000, Inter-Varsity Press, p. 

16) 

Lately I’ve been thinking more about walking. In 

last month’s Wesley Circuit, we talked about 

Christian discipleship as a walk with Christ and with 

others. As we now have entered fully into the 

season of Lent, I’ve been thinking even more about 

our Christian walk. 

What has been occupying my mind specifically is 

that it’s easy and tempting to walk in place. We 

may be moving our legs, getting a minimum 

amount of exercise, but we aren’t going anywhere. 

Spiritually speaking, we may know what we 

believe, receive God’s gift of grace in Jesus Christ, 

and profess our faith openly, but our attempts to 

grow our faith deeper or to intentionally apply our 

faith to our everyday decisions and priorities are 

lacking. 

Or we may be studying scripture, worshiping, and 

serving others, but we are thinking the same old 

thoughts, shutting out new or seemingly 

threatening ideas, or failing to grow in our trust of 

God and our attentiveness to God’s voice.  

We are walking, yes. But we are walking in place. 

The season of Lent invites us to self-reflection, to 

intentional effort toward growth in our love of God 

and neighbor. It is a time to ask, “In my journey of 

faith with Christ and with others, am I walking 

forward, or am I simply walking in place?” As our 

Methodist parent John Wesley would say, are we 

going on to perfection? In Wesley’s understanding, 

perfection means that our every action is 

motivated by the love of God and neighbor. That’s 

a life-long journey. 

As the Covid-19 pandemic has lingered on, many of 

us have expressed a strong desire to get “back to 

normal.” While I understand the urge to return to 

the sort of daily life we knew prior to the 

pandemic, there is a sense in which as living beings, 

and particularly as followers of Jesus, we need to 

move forward and not backward. The pandemic is 

a reminder that (sometimes much to our chagrin) 

things don’t stay the same. 

It is the same with faith. Walking backward will not 

do. Nor will walking in place. When we accept 

Jesus’ invitation to walk with him, the direction is 

always ahead. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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MARCH MISSION PROJECT: 

UMCOR SUNDAY – 2021 

Our March mission is UMCOR SUNDAY. UMCOR 

stands for the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, founded in 1940 as a global humanitarian 

aid organization. This is the ONLY time of the year 

that the United Methodist Church asks for funds to 

underwrite the operational costs for all of 

UMCOR’s projects. The rest of the year, 100% of 

what you give goes directly to the projects. 

UMCOR reaches out to all areas in the United 

States and the world to help with both emergent 

and long- term needs. Last year, when the 

Coronavirus pandemic hit the world community, 

UMCOR responded. When floods devastated 

Southern Texas, UMCOR responded. UMCOR 

operating costs remain at or below 10%, and any 

funds given to UMCOR SUNDAY beyond the 

amount needed for administration will be directed 

to the most needy or under-funded UMCOR 

projects. The generosity of United Methodist 

congregations and individuals has enabled UMCOR 

to respond to needs as soon as they happen and to 

remain in those areas providing extended 

assistance when needed. 

If you would like to help with UMCOR SUNDAY, 

please make your check to Wesley UMC with 

UMCOR SUNDAY on the memo line or visit our 

website at 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving.  

Thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

Happy March birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Brett Bensley    Gary Brinkmeyer  

Justin Carr   Stephanie Corum  

Allen Davis    Priscilla Ebdon  

Sharon Eberly    Sandy Ernst 

Jim Farley    Taylor Fleming 

Mikey Fleming   Dennis Grant  

Nancy Grant    Jan Grewell   

Linda Hackett    Bev Harrison   

Jeri Hughes    Kathy Hummel  

Gary Jensen    Jane Johnson  

Marie King   Michael Lanman  

Jan Louthan   Jayne Ozier  

Alex Pearson   Andrew Pearson 

Rita Pearson   Brynn Symonds 

Hadlie Williams  Max Winkler  

Deb Wolf   Burt Wright 

. . . and happy anniversary to: 

James & Shayna Williams 

SUNDAY SERMON 

TEXT AVAILABLE  
If you missed a Sunday sermon 

or if you would like to go over 

the sermon again, we print the text of each 

Sunday’s sermon on Facebook the following week. 

If you are not on Facebook and would like a copy of 

the sermon, please email Rosalie in the office at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org. 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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ZOOM BABY       

SHOWER    

FOR  

JESS & EM 

HOWELL 
 

A Zoom baby shower for Em and Jess Howell will 

take place at 3:00 pm on Sunday, March 7, 2021. A 

gift drop off will take place on Saturday, March 6 

from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm at the north door of 

the church (the same place we have our monthly 

food drop offs). Em and Jess are registered at: 

https://www.babylist.com/ihcmrcmra 

 

Please contact Dustha Wahls at 217-343-1606 or 

Stephanie Corum at 618-443-8777. We look 

forward to celebrating Em, Jess and Baby Howell 

with you! 

 

Zoom Information: 

Howell Baby Shower-- Wesley 

Mar 7, 2021 3:00 PM Central Time 

Meeting ID: 847 9773 5973 

Passcode: BabyHowell 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84797735973?pwd=M

nBuVlRUTGRBUzQwanl3bENSMGh6QT09  

 

MARCH/APRIL UPPER ROOM 

DEVOTIONALS 

Large and regular print Upper Room Devotional 

booklets are now available. Stop by the church any 

time the building is open to pick one up. They are 

on a table in the sanctuary entryway. If you cannot 

get out and would like one delivered to your 

mailbox, please call the church office at 217-345-

3917 to arrange a drop off.  

SIGN UP TO PROVIDE ALTAR 

FLOWERS 

Now that we are back to in-person worship, we 

would like to give you the opportunity to sign up to 

provide altar flowers. We are currently using an 

online site for sign up. 

TO SIGN UP 

+ Visit 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2f

a6f58-altar 

+  Find the Sunday(s) for which you would like to  

    sign up to provide flowers 

+  Check the Sign-Up box for that date 

+  This will take you to a page to leave your name   

     and a comment box. In the comment box, please 

     leave your name, contact info (phone or email),  

     and write any dedication you would like to     

     appear in the online worship bulletin. Please let     

     us know if you would like to pick up the flowers  

     yourself or would like to leave them at the  

     church for our visitation ministry. 

+  A member of the Altar Committee will contact  

     you closer to your sign-up date for clarification  

     or any needed information. 

If you need help with the process, please call the 

church office at 217-345-3917 during the week and 

someone can help with sign up.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.babylist.com/ihcmrcmra
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84797735973?pwd=MnBuVlRUTGRBUzQwanl3bENSMGh6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84797735973?pwd=MnBuVlRUTGRBUzQwanl3bENSMGh6QT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2fa6f58-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2fa6f58-altar
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 

God’s people have been giving since before there 

were buildings or budgets. Generous and sacrificial 

giving is a hallmark of the church. The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of Jesus 

Christ continues through the ministry of Wesley 

United Methodist Church. Your offering can be 

mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – 

or you can give online through our website at 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving.  

 

Thank you! In trying times, your generosity is a true 

harbinger of faithfulness, love, and hope! 

YOU ARE 

INVITED TO BE 

PART OF THE 

GREEN TEAM! 

Exciting things are 

happening with Wesley 

UMC’s Green Team.  The church garden has been 

greatly expanded and made more accessible, 

thanks to Alex Pearson’s Eagle Scout project.  All 

signs point toward a bountiful harvest in summer 

2021 to help address food insecurity and assist 

community members in need.  Green Team 

members also are developing plans for a pollinator 

bed, and taking steps to add Wesley UMC as a 

partner in the growing community-wide Urban 

Butterfly Initiative. The Green Team also is getting 

ready for renewal of congregation-based recycling 

and conservation strategies, while also working 

with the Trustees on strategies to promote energy 

conservation by the church. But success in carrying 

out this broad agenda means that help is needed.  

We particularly need help with the expanded 

church garden, including groups to take 

responsibility for individual raised beds.   

In the spirit of a previous era’s call to action,  

The Green Team Wants You!  All you need do 

is contact Green Team leader Robin Murray at 

rlmurray50@gmail.com to discuss how you can be 

a part of Wesley Church’s earth stewardship 

activities. 

FREE ONLINE 

LENTEN 

DEVOTIONAL 

The Society of St. Andrew 

has an online Lenten Daily 

Devotional in pdf format 

which you may want to use 

for your personal devotion 

time during Lent. The 

download link is: 

https://endhunger.org/docs_church/lent/Lenten_Devot

ions_Booklet.pdf   

  EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN   

          STILL ACTIVE 
Are you, a friend, or a loved one in need of 

prayer? Please email Rosalie Addison at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org with your 

prayer request. We do ask that if the 

request is for someone other than 

yourself, you ask that person’s permission 

to be added to our list. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
mailto:rlmurray50@gmail.com
https://endhunger.org/docs_church/lent/Lenten_Devotions_Booklet.pdf
https://endhunger.org/docs_church/lent/Lenten_Devotions_Booklet.pdf
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REPORT FROM JESSICA 

A year has passed since the pandemic stay-at-home season began for us in 

Charleston, IL. In the midst of it all, the Holy Spirit has been actively at work in the 

lives of our children. We wish to share with you some of the last year together in 

children’s ministry at Wesley UMC. 

The young disciples have learned and grown in Christ through creative children’s church during our online worship with 

watercolor art, drawings, car adventures, etc.  Some of our children even shared their gifts of teaching! We are thankful 

for the few Sundays we met outdoors for our backpack blessing & worship! 

The children meet on Sundays for Sunday School on Zoom with Ms. Jessica where they have memorized Scripture, done 

arts & crafts, explored the Bible through videos on the web, learned about Moses & about Christian life in China with 

IGRC missionary Connie Wieck, and grown closer to the Lord every week. Children meet together with Mr. Michael & 

Ms. Em on Wednesdays for children’s choir & have led our church in worship many times this year. On Thursdays, 

children meet on Zoom for fun fellowship together playing games such as Pictionary, Eye Spy, Castaway Island, Taboo, 

etc.  

When online learning became a challenge during the school year, many members of our congregation supported our 

families by offering tutoring & quality time with students. Children’s psychologist & Wesley family Katie Neal-Hecksel 

partnered with Ms. Jessica to provide children & family a list of psychological & theological resources for children who 

may be struggling, how to grieve & find healing in challenging times. If you would like this resource too, please feel free 

to reach out to Jessica (Ulrich) Hall. 

Our students PreK-12th grade receive “drop off” baggies that include activities & crafts that we can do together 

virtually—Bingo, Gingerbread House contests, “Guess how many” etc. with a letter of encouragement & ways to 

connect with one another. We celebrated the holidays together with these goodies & activities! 

We’ve done many family activities over the last year—Holy Week boxes, Easter egg hunts in each student’s yard, a 

virtual & a town wide scavenger hunt, talent shows, planting in the church garden, making May Day baskets. During the 

summer, the children's ministry partnered with IGRC Camping Ministry to provide a “Camp In A Box” for each student 

for the months of June, July, & August which included daily devotions, crafts, games, videos, and worship all in a themed 

box! We’ve had family movies out in the parking lot when it was nice out, Thanksgiving Family Feud on Zoom, and our 

church organized a Live Nativity that the kids & families helped out with. We made a big deal about our new church air 

conditioner being brought in by helicopter! 

Some students even joined & prayed for Ms. Jessica on Zoom the morning of her wedding which was especially 

meaningful. 

 

The Holy Spirit has been reshaping our imaginations of what “church” looks like during a pandemic. Our children’s 

ministry has faced sad losses & great growth--both in attendance & spiritually. God has been with us through it all, 

working all things for our good. Our children & families have been a witness to what love & faithfulness look like & have 

sought Christ for their strength & hope. We are especially thankful for those who continue to support the ministry of 

Christ & pour into the lives of our young disciples.  

Praise be to God! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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       AREA NEEDS DROP-OFF 

         IS FRIDAY, MARCH 19 
Mark your calendar for the monthly area needs 

drop-off on Friday, March 19 from 10am – 12pm at 

the north door of the church. Shopping lists will 

come out closer to the date of the drop-off.  

  

 

 

 

Congratulations to  
Jessica Ulrich & Caleb Hall 

who were wed on 
January 30, 2021. 

UMC CREATION JUSTICE 

MOVEMENT 

Would you like information 

about what the UMC is doing 

to promote creation care? 

Please visit the UMC Creation 

Justice Movement website to 

learn more. You will find tips 

on how you (and we as a church body) can help 

take care of our planet. Visit  

https://umcreationjustice.org/ for more 

information. To become active in Wesley UMC’s 

Green team, please see the article on page 5 of this 

newsletter.

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://umcreationjustice.org/
https://umcreationjustice.org/
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      EASTER TULIPS & MUSIC FUND DONATIONS     

Since we are now worshiping in-person, we would like to give you the opportunity to purchase 

tulips to decorate the sanctuary for Easter morning. Tulips can be ordered for $17 each and can 

be given in memory or in honor of someone, or given as a gift to the church.  

In lieu of (or in addition to) tulips, you can make a donation to the Wesley Music Fund. Money 

given to Music Fund is used throughout the year to purchase music for our choirs, and funds 

other  music needs throughout the year. Donations to the Fund can be made in any amount, 

given in memory or honor of someone, or given as a gift to the church. Both flower and Music 

Fund donations will be recognized in the Easter morning worship bulletin.  

Please use the form below to order flowers or make a Music Fund donation. Please note that 

for bookkeeping purposes we ask that you make SEPARATE PAYMENTS for flowers and for 

the Music Fund. Make your check(s) payable to Wesley UMC with FLOWERS or MUSIC FUND 

written on the memo line. Please mail your payments to the church office at 2206 4th Street, 

Charleston, IL 61920. The deadline for flower orders is Monday, March 29. 

      EASTER TULIP ORDER        

Your name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Number of plants ordered: ____________   Amount enclosed: ______________ 

Flowers give in memory / honor of (please circle one) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if flowers are given as a gift to the church:_________ 

    MUSIC FUND DONATIONS      

Your name:____________________________________________________________________  

Amount of your donation: ____________________  

Music Fund donation given in memory / honor of (please circle one) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if your donation is given as a gift to the church:_________ 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

