
 

1 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

THE WESLEY CIRCUIT -  
NEWS FOR  JANUARY 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Worship with Us On  
Christmas Eve 

We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve worship at 

Wesley UMC on Monday, December 24. Services will be 

offered at 3:00, 7:00 & 11:00PM. The 3:00PM service will 

include music by our Children’s Choir; the 7:00PM service 

will feature our Chancel Choir; and the 11:00PM service will also feature special music. Communion, candle-

lighting and the singing of Silent Night will be offered at all three services. We will supply quiet activity 

bags for children and our offering will go towards our Advent/December Mission Project. Be sure to bring 

friends and family to one of these very special services as we celebrate the birth of the Savior! 

NEXT SESSION OF 
DISCIPLE FAST 
TRACK BEGINS 

JANUARY 9 

The next 12-week session of 

Disciple Fast Track Bible Study 

will begin on Wednesday, January 9. The class, led 

by Rev. Tom, meets each Wednesday from 5:30 – 

6:45PM in the Wesley parlor. This session will be a 

study of the Letters of Paul. Paul is continually 

calling hearers and readers back to their God and 

to a sense of who they are as a people “set apart.”  

ALL adults are invited to attend – you do not need 

to have taken previous Disciple sessions to 

participate. Study manuals are $12. A sign-up sheet 

is available at the Information Center; please sign 

up ASAP so manuals can be ordered soon. 

 

DO WE HAVE YOUR  
UPDATED INFORMATION? 

If you receive the Wesley Circuit newsletter, you 

will note that each month we include a list of 

Wesley folks' birthdays and anniversaries. If you 

do NOT see your birthday or anniversary listed and 

would like to have it included the following year, 

please write the missing information on the 

comment section of your Making Connections 

card on Sunday morning, or email the info to 

Rosalie Addison in the church office 

at raddison@charlestonwesley.org. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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“More Light, 
Not Less” 

 
I am tolerant, even 

accepting, of cold and 

darkness and snow—

up through around 

New Year’s.  The bustle and the joy of the holidays 

seem almost to require it.  Of course, it’s cold, it’s 

Christmas time.  Of course, it’s dark, but look at those 

pretty lights.  Of course, it’s snowing, but doesn’t a 

blanket of white snow make everything look fresh 

and beautiful? 

 

I’ll take all of it up until, let’s say January 2, and then 

you can have it.  Enough.  Let’s keep it mild until 

spring.  

 

I’m always a little sad when the Christmas tree and 

the decorations are taken down.  And for some 

reason, I love Christmas commercials, so I’m sorry to 

see those go.  And it’s a bit of a letdown when there 

are no more lights to brighten up the long, dark nights 

of winter. 

 

So, I always find some encouragement when the 

scriptures for Epiphany pierce the darkness with the 

words of the prophet Isaiah (60:1): “Arise, shine; for 

your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 

risen upon you.  For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will 

arise upon you.”  More light! 

 

I am always encouraged when I see a smattering of 

Christmas lights in January or even February, 

reminding us that the light of Christ that entered the 

world at Christmas is still present, still shining, still 

leading all people everywhere to the heart of God’s 

love.   

 

We often think of the wise men as being a part of the 

Christmas story, the narrative of Christ’s birth.  It’s not 

unusual to see them hanging around the nativity 

scene as though they held the door for the shepherds.  

But there is every indication they came later.  

Matthew is the only gospel writer to mention them. 

 

The wise men followed a star, which took them by 

way of Jerusalem, which nearly got Jesus killed by 

order of King Herod, only they paid attention to 

whichever one of them had a dream and didn’t return 

to inform Herod of Jesus’ whereabouts. 

 

So, we too, have been led somehow, some way, by 

some light within or without, or some mysterious 

mixture of the two, to the immeasurable and priceless 

love of God for us and for the whole world as revealed 

in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  All 

these centuries later.  That is a gift and a miracle. 

 

And whatever darkness we are in, whatever pain or 

discomfort or unknowing, the Light to whom every 

light points the way will show us the way.  All people 

are welcome to it without exception. 

 

Where will it lead in the New Year?  Where will it lead 

you, and where will it lead me?  And where will it lead 

us, Wesley Church, together?  What will we see?  How 

will we grow?  How will we share the light with others 

in our community and in our world? 

 

Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be discouraged.  “The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.” (John 1:5)  Let’s receive this great news 

in the dark and cold of winter as our Christmas steps 

lead us to Epiphany and ultimately not to less light, 

but more. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

 

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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JANUARY MISSION PROJECT: 
TAYLORVILLE, IL TORNADO 

The Missions Ministry Team has selected the 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) Disaster 

Response - Advance #6800 (Taylorville Tornado) 

for our January project.  On Saturday, December 1, 

2018, a tornado ripped through Taylorville 

destroying about 100 homes making it look like a 

“war zone.”  Immediately following the tornado at 

Taylorville, IGRC released $5,000 to begin with the 

assistance to people who lost their homes.  

Taylorville UMC also hired someone part-time to 

help handle all the volunteer calls being received 

by the church.  Out of the conference, plastic totes 

were purchased and stored at Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center to be taken to disaster sites for 

people to have storage for whatever items they 

were able to salvage from their damaged homes.  

So far, IGRC has sent over 200 totes to Taylorville. 

 

IGRC has had an Early Response Team (ERT) in 

Taylorville helping people salvage items from their 

homes and to help clean up.  Additional teams will 

be scheduled and assigned locations to work by 

the Taylorville UMC.  IGRC Disaster Response 

funds are used for this and for assisting in 

rebuilding, as well as reimbursing Taylorville UMC 

for any expenses incurred while feeding 

volunteers.  IGRC will be in Taylorville for the long 

haul unlike the American Red Cross and Salvation 

Army which are only in the damaged area 

temporarily.   

 

If you would like to donate to the January Missions 

Project, please make out your check to Wesley 

UMC with Tornado on the memo line or visit our 

website at www.charlestonwesley.org and click 

on the $ button at the bottom of the page.  If you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission offering envelopes in the pew backs.  

Thank you very much for your support. 

Your WUMC Missions Ministry Team 

 

Happy JANUARY birthday to the 
following Wesley folks! 

Wendell Adams  Joyce Chase 

Sam Fagaly   Janet Fraembs 

Lowell Gillespie  Sue Graves 

Diane Grove   Larry Hale 

Rick Hampton   Charlie Hughes 

Nathan James   Nancy Kelly 

Mary Larson   Gail Lockart 

Chris Matheny  Linda Nugent 

Donna Stewart  Kevin Storm 

Herman Taylor  David Truesdale 

Mahala VanHise  Steve Whitley 

Joy Winkler   Dale Wolf 

 

Happy January anniversary to the 
following Wesley couples! 

Dick & Ruth Ann Craig 

Don & Tina Held 

Bob & Mary Jorstad 

Charles & Karen Maris 

Jeff & Janet Vanatta 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://charlestonwesley.org/
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Dear Wesley Church Family, 

      Thank you so very much for all of your concern 

and kindness over these past many weeks with Al’s 

illness and passing. We both noted and appreciated 

every gesture. 

      Also, our entire family was grateful for the lovely 

luncheon Joan and her helpers provided for our family 

and friends. 

      A special note of appreciation to Rev. Corum and 

Rev. Kahl for their support and encouragement to Al 

and our family. What a gift from God they were to us! 

With gratitude and affection, 

Kay DeLong Young 

 

STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE 

Nancy Marlow grew up in Canton in western 

Illinois. She has taught junior and senior high 

school, detasseled corn, worked in a public library, 

written obituaries, worked retail, sold real estate 

and held a variety of secretarial positions, but she 

eventually came to Charleston to teach marketing 

in the business department at EIU. 

She and her family have been at Wesley since 

1986.  She sings in the choir, leads a women’s Bible 

study, serves on the Trustees Committee and is a 

delegate to Annual Conference.  She was a part-

time church staff member and leader of the 

Stephen Ministry program for several years and 

continues to serve as one of our volunteer leaders.   

Nancy says, “I love this program; I think it’s one of 

the best things we do at Wesley.  And I regard our 

Stephen Ministers as some of the most loving, 

caring – and fun – people in the church.  We all 

have those times in our lives when a loving, caring 

person helping shoulder our burden makes all the 

difference.  Asking for a Stephen Minister is not a 

sign of weakness but a statement of faith that God 

is the ultimate cure giver.”   

OFFICE CLOSURE DATES 

Please note that the Wesley Church office will be 

closed Tuesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day and 

Monday, January 21 for MLK Day. 

 

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Dennis & Nancy Grant on the death of  

Dennis’s mother Lillian Grant  

on December 8, 2018, 

to Clinton & Jean Replogle  

on the death of Jean’s sister  

Dorothy Inman of Sedona, AZ 

and to Rod & Megan Symonds on the death of 

Rod’s mother Sandra McCausland  

on December 15, 2018. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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2019 NEWSLETTER 
DATES 

Please note the 

following deadline and 

collate dates for the 

2019 Wesley Circuit. 

DEADLINE   COLLATE DATE  
Thurs., January 24  Thurs., January 31 

Thurs., February 21  Thurs., February 28 

Thurs., March 21  Thurs., March 28 

Tues., April 16   Thurs., April 25 

Thurs., May 23   Thurs., May 30 

Thurs., June 20   Thurs., June 27 

Thurs., July 18   Thurs., July 25 

Thurs., August 22  Thurs., August 29 

Thurs., September 19  Thurs., September 26 

Thurs., October 24  Thurs., October 31 

Tues., November 19  Tues., November 26 

Thurs., December 12  Thurs., December 19 

NEW STUDY BEGINS  
MONDAY, JANUARY 7 

The Monday Afternoon 

Prayer Group invites you to 

join them in the study of the 

2014 Brian McLaren book We 

Make the Road by Walking. 

Participants will explore 

what a difference an honest, 

living and growing faith can 

make in our world today. The 

52+ weekly readings give an overview of the 

biblical story and a fresh introduction or re-

orientation to Christian faith. Each short chapter is 

written to be read in 10 minutes, and is 

accompanied by a set of scripture readings, 

reflection/discussion questions, and liturgical 

resources. Organized around the traditional 

church year, the readings give an overview of the 

whole Bible and guide participants through a year 

of rich study and personal growth. The Prayer 

Group meets on Monday afternoons at 1:00PM to 

pray for others, then spends time in study. You are 

welcome to join them at any time. Please purchase 

your copy of the book through your favorite 

bookseller. 

 

Gifts were given recently to the  

Wesley UMC Memorial Fund 

in memory of 

Jim Bennett 

and Al Young 

REMEMBER TO LET 
US KNOW OF 

HOSPITALIZATIONS 

Because of privacy laws, 

hospitals do not always let us 

know if a member is admitted. 

If you or a loved one are going in for a procedure 

or become hospitalized, please call the church 

office to let us know. Sarah Bush Lincoln is good 

about asking if you have a church they can contact, 

but the larger hospitals in Champaign, Decatur and 

Springfield do not contact us. Also, if you know of 

a member who is ill and may need a phone call or 

visit, please give us a call, or speak with Rev. Tom 

or Pastor Janice. Thanks for your help! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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DO YOU GET 
THE DAILY  

E-VOTION? 

Monday through 

Friday, Wesley 

Church sends a 

devotion via email. Sometimes these devotions 

are prayers, and other times they are short 

inspirational messages. If you would like to receive 

the Daily E-votion in your inbox each weekday, 

please email Rosalie Addison in the church office 

at raddison@charlestonwesley.org to be added to 

the list. 

CELEBRATE  
WITH US! 

Our new kitchen is finally 

complete! If you have not yet  

peeked inside, be sure to stop 

by Sunday to do so. To 

celebrate, we will have a 

dessert potluck on Sunday, 

January 13 immediately following the 10:45 

service. Wesley Church will provide a catered 

meal, and YOU bring the desserts! We will be 

taking a free-will offering to cover the cost of the 

meal (suggested donation is $5 per plate). 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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