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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT -  
NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATES FOR THE ANNUAL ASP RUMMAGE SALE! 

Start saving your treasures! This year’s annual rummage sale to 

benefit the summer Appalachia Service Project (ASP) mission 

trip is scheduled for February 28th through March 1st. Setup will 

begin right after worship on Sunday, February 24th. PLEASE 

NOTE: We are not able to store items brought in before February 

24 unless special arrangements are made with the ASP/rummage sale team. Thank you for supporting our ASP 

mission team! 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL? 

Almost half of our monthly Wesley Circuit 

newsletters are sent via email instead of snail mail. 

We also send a Daily Devotion via email as well as 

a weekly Friday email detailing upcoming events. 

Would you like to be added to any of these lists? 

Please email Rosalie Addison at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org and specify 

which emails you would like to receive.  

Conversely, if you would like to be removed from 

any of the lists you are currently a part of, we ask 

that you let us know. Thank you! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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“A Way 
Forward” 

 

As many of you 

know, the General 

Conference of The 

United Methodist 

Church will meet in special session February 23-

26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.  The General 

Conference is the highest legislative body in the 

United Methodist Church and typically meets 

every four years.  I have found the best way to 

remember the year is that it coincides with 

election years in the United States.  (That is also a 

good way to notice that this will be a special 

called session.) 

 

The General Conference is the only body that 

speaks for the United Methodist Church as a 

whole.  Our bishops do not do so, nor do any 

caucus groups or general boards or agencies of 

the denomination, or any local congregation.  The 

General Conference consists of lay and clergy 

delegates from around the world.  They are 

elected by Annual Conference Members who are 

elected by their local congregations. 

 

The purpose of the special session will be to 

receive and act upon the report of the 

Commission on a Way Forward.  This group was 

formed as a response to a request made by the 

General Conference of 2016 for our bishops to 

help us with the many proposals dealing with 

issues surrounding same-sex marriage, the 

ordination of LGBTQ clergy, and other related 

matters.   

 

The Commission on a Way Forward is comprised 

of 32 persons on all sides of the issues.  It includes 

8 bishops, 13 other clergy members, and 11 lay 

members. 

 

Our Book of Discipline currently states that 

homosexual practice is incompatible with 

Christian teaching, forbids the ordination of 

practicing LGBTQ persons, and forbids United 

Methodist clergy from presiding over same-sex 

marriages.  Some United Methodists agree with 

these stands.  Others disagree.  Still others are 

somewhere in the middle and/or struggle with 

the issues. 

 

Here at Wesley, by the time this edition of the 

Wesley Circuit is before you, Rev. Miley Palmer, a 

former pastor of Wesley, will have made a 

presentation on Sunday, January 27, about the 

three plans offered by the Commission on a Way 

Forward.  If one of these plans is adopted by the 

special session of the General Conference, the 

plan adopted will determine both the language in 

the Book of Discipline around homosexual 

practice, same-sex marriage, and ordination of 

LGBTQ persons, and potentially how the 

denomination will structure itself around 

differences of opinion. 

 

Additionally, I will be leading a book study on 

Sundays February 3, 10, 17, and 24 from 9:45-10:30 

a.m. in the sanctuary.  The title of the study book 

is Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and The 

United Methodist Church.  The purpose of the 

study will be for participants to better 

understand how the Bible, Christian theology, 

and personal experience inform the views of 

people on all sides of these issues.  Information 

on ordering the book and reserving a spot in the 

class is available in this issue of the Wesley Circuit 

as well as in the Sunday bulletin and on our 

Wesley Facebook page. (Continued, page 3) 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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(Pastor’s Corner, continued) 

From my own mind, let me encourage you to 

consider that wherever you are on these matters, 

the decisions of the General Conference will not 

be the end of the world or of the United 

Methodist Church.  From my heart, let me urge 

you to be kind in speech and open in listening to 

those who may disagree with you.  Please 

remember, it is our identity as followers of Jesus 

Christ that binds us together.  And let us be 

steadfast in making Wesley Church a place where 

all people truly are welcome. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

 

LIVING 
FAITHFULLY:  HUMAN 

SEXUALITY AND  
THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
This book study, led by Rev. 

Tom, will take place on 

Sundays February 3, 10, 17, and 

24 from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary. The study outlines 

current United Methodist teaching on 

homosexuality and homosexual practice, same-

gender marriage, and ordination of practicing 

homosexual persons, as well as how the United 

Methodist Church is currently struggling with 

these issues. It will present biblical and theological 

reasoning behind current teaching, as well as 

biblical and theological reasoning behind the call 

for changes in teaching. Also included are 

reflections from persons who represent distinct 

perspectives within the church’s debate about 

these issues. Wherever you find yourself, the 

material and our conversations will encourage 

openness, humility, a spirit of grace, and above all, 

love for fellow group members. You will be asked 

to read one chapter in the study book in 

preparation for each session. The church has 

ordered books for those who have already 

requested them. If you ordered one you may pick 

it up in the church office. If you did not have us 

order a book there is still time for you  to purchase 

a copy of the book or e-book through Cokesbury, 

amazon or your favorite bookseller. 

 

 

 

  

POTLUCK & 
FAITH IN 

PLACE EVENT 
TO BE HELD 

FEBRUARY 10 
The Church and Society work area invites the 

Wesley congregation to a presentation by Rev. 

Cindy Shepherd on “People of Faith, Caring for the 

Earth”. Rev. Shepherd is the Central Illinois 

Outreach Director of Faith in Place, which seeks to 

empower people of all faiths to be leaders in 

caring for the Earth.  Since 1999, Faith in Place has 

worked with houses of worship in Illinois through 

education, advocacy and action in the areas of 

energy and climate change; sustainable food and 

land use; and water preservation. The program 

will take place on Sunday February 10, starting at  

5 pm with an informal potluck in the Fellowship 

Hall, followed by Rev. Shepherd’s presentation at 

6 pm in the Parlor.  This is a great opportunity not 

only for some good-ole Methodist potlucking, but 

also to learn about faith-based stewardship of the 

Earth. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Happy February 
birthday to  

the following  
Wesley folks! 

Abigail Bonnsetter     Sharon Brinkmeyer  

Lisa Canivez   Todd Cassell   

Emma Daum   Dianne Davis 

Bruce Gubbins  Kathy Hampton 

Don Mapes   Debbie McKay 

Michael Mellott  Ron Potsch 

Gene Prince   Jack Sharp 

Aubrei Shott   Dick Stark   

John Swinford  Herman Taylor 

Jim Walters   Scott Wilson      

Happy February 
anniversary to  
the following  

Wesley couples! 

Don & Janice Grewell  

Roy & Pat Meyerholtz 

Our condolences are expressed to  

+ Wanda Reid on the death of her sister,  

Virginia Shawver on December 14, 2018 

+ the family of Wesley member  

Robert "Bob" Griffiths who passed away  

in Ann Arbor, Michigan, December 15, 2018 

+ the family of Wesley member Hal Malehorn  

who died December 19, 2018 

+ Mary Lou Replogle on the death of her son 

Davide Thomson on December 21, 2018 

+ Jeanne Thomas on the death of her brother 

Charles “Chuck” Witters on December 25, 2018 

+ Tim Loy on the death of his brother  

Mike Loy on December 28, 2018 

 

Congratulations to Bryanna Bensley on 

the birth of her daughter Carter Rose on 

January 11, 2019. 

Carter Rose is the 

granddaughter of 

Brett & Kelley 

Bensley.  

A THANK YOU TO THE MEN’S 
GROUP FOR THE GIFT OF 

“MIRACLE DOLLARS” 

My husband and I were grateful to receive your $5 

Mission Challenge on Sunday, December 9, and 

strongly believe that it is always a good idea to be 

challenged to consider how we are sharing our 

resources with those who are in need. Although we 

regularly support many local, national and 

international charities, we decided to take your 

challenge as an opportunity to do some new 

research to find a local charity that we were not yet 

supporting. We took your $5 (times 10) and decided 

on the Eastern Illinois Foodbank.  

We thank you for your Mission Challenge! 

- Submitted anonymously 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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FEBRUARY MISSION PROJECT 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated the 

Haiti Hot Lunch Program (Advance #418790) and 

Grace Children's Hospital (Advance #418520) in 

Haiti, both supported by UMCOR, as our February 

Missions Project.   

 

The Haiti Hot Lunch Program provides children in 

schools with hot, nutritious meals, that many 

children otherwise would not receive. Before the 

program, children would attend school relying 

only on any breakfast eaten at home or snack 

foods purchased in the street. The Hot Lunch 

Program not only ensures access to nutritional 

meals, cooked on-site, but provides cooking 

utensils, and training in nutrition, cooking and 

growing vegetables.   

 

Grace Children's Hospital is located in Port-au-

Prince and has been operating since the early 

1960s when International Child Care's founders, 

Jim and Virginia Snavley, first visited Haiti. They 

witnessed the shocking sight of children dying in 

the streets from tuberculosis, malnutrition, and 

other illnesses that were practically unheard of in 

the US. Over the past 40 years, millions of people 

have received care from the in-patient, out-

patient, and community health services offered by 

Grace Children's Hospital.  Also, the hospital has 

expanded to operate a Pediatric Clinic, HIV/AIDS 

treatment services, hygiene programs and an eye 

clinic. 

 

If you would like to help the children of Haiti, 

please make your check out to Wesley UMC with 

HAITI on the memo line or visit our website at 

www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page.  If you prefer 

to make a cash donation, there are blue mission 

offering envelopes in the pew backs.  Thank you 

very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE 

Jeff Baker grew up in Charleston and married his 

high school sweetheart Connie.  He has worked in 

Human Resources leadership with a number of 

companies, most recently in Champaign where 

they were members of St. Joseph Church of Christ.  

A year ago, they moved back to Charleston to be 

near family, friends, and their fourth-generation 

business, Lawyer-Richie Florists. Jeff now divides 

his time among grandchildren, reading, EIU/Trojan 

basketball and “occasionally” delivering flowers.  

He also does some Human Resources/Business 

Consulting. 

Jeff became a Stephen Minister at First Christian 

Church of Champaign in 2011 and a Stephen Leader 

shortly after arriving at Wesley last year. He feels 

that many of the skills he learned in Human 

Resources could also be applied in Stephen 

Ministry but from the point of view of a caregiver 

rather than a business leader. He would 

encourage anyone looking for comfort to reach 

out to a Stephen Minister.  If it is important to you, 

it is important to the rest of us.     

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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NEWS FROM OUR 
SCOUTS 

An American Heart 

Association AED/CPR 

class will be held for our 

scouts and any interested 

Wesley members from  

9 to noon on Saturday, February 16.  Learn how to 

save a life using the latest (and easiest) CPR 

method, or the even-easier use of an AED (an 

automated external defibrillator such as the 

scouts purchased for our church). The cost for 

Wesley members is $15. To reserve a spot, you can 

emailtroop141@charlestonwesley.org, or call the 

church office and ask Elizabeth to leave a note in 

the troop mailbox. Remember, while scouts are 

prepared, there’s not always one around when 

critical help might be needed. You can be that 

helpful citizen. 

Nine units of blood or plasma were donated at the 
Troop’s January 14 blood drive.  
  
Scout Sunday will be observed at Wesley on 
February 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY FAMILY MOVIE 
Folks of ALL AGES are invited to join us in the 

Fellowship Hall Sunday, February 3 from 1:30-3:30 

to watch and discuss Disney's The Princess & The 

Frog on the big screen. Bring your friends and 

something comfy to sit on. We will bring the prizes 

& popcorn! Come one, come all! 

 

 
 

Connecting@Wesley 
Are you new to Wesley UMC?  Want to know more 

about the church’s ministries, the United 

Methodist Church in general, or being a Christian 

disciple? Join Rev. Tom on Sundays February 10 

and 17 from 12:15-2:30 p.m. in the Parlor for 

Connecting@Wesley. We will eat lunch together, 

spend time getting acquainted, talk about what 

you would like to know about Wesley Church, and 

discuss United Methodist history, what we 

believe, and how we are organized. Participants 

will have the opportunity to join Wesley Church on 

a Sunday soon after if they so desire, but there will 

be no pressure to do so.  To reserve your place, call 

the church office or sign up at the Information 

table on Sunday morning February 3. Please 

indicate if you will need child care and for how 

many children. We will need your reservation no 

later than Wednesday, February 6. 

 

PLEASE CHECK FOR WUMC EMAILS 

We have changed our Daily E-votion and Friday 

Wesley News emails so that they are now sent via 

Mailchimp. If you are a subscriber and don’t see 

emails from us in your inbox, please check your 

junk mail folder to make sure something has not 

been routed there instead. To be added to either 

of these lists, please email Rosalie Addison 

at raddison@charlestonwesley.org.  

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:troop141@charlestonwesley.org
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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