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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT – FEBRUARY 2021 

Wesley United Methodist Church, Charleston, IL 

           IN-PERSON WORSHIP AND MEETINGS    

                          TO RESUME AT WESLEY  
In-person worship will resume on Sunday, February 7.  Worship will be at 9:30 a.m. with an 
upper limit of 100 in attendance.  The service will be recorded as usual and uploaded to 
our YouTube channel within a few hours of its conclusion so that those who wish to may 
worship online. CDs and sermon manuscripts will be available for those who request them. 
  
Please be prepared to follow these procedures and expectations: 

• Reservations must be made in advance via an online or call-in reservation.  Please see the article on p. 3 
for instructions. 

• Only the sanctuary entrance will be used. 
• Masks must be worn the entire time you are in the building.  Masks will be available for anyone who 

doesn’t have one.  Speakers and family-related singers will not be required to wear a mask while 
speaking or singing and properly distanced from the congregation. 

• Temperatures of all congregants will be taken upon arrival, and anyone exhibiting a fever must go home. 
• Seating will be distanced, and individuals and household groups will be seated by the ushers.  All in 

attendance will be dismissed by the ushers. 
• Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall and each will have an individual 

table and supplies at an appropriate distance. 
• Offering plates will be available in the sanctuary but will not be passed.  Communion will be served 

individually and distributed as congregants enter the sanctuary. 
• There will be no printed bulletin.  The service will be projected on the wall as usual. 
• There will be neither communal singing nor a full choir. 
• No nursery will be provided. 
• We will refrain from lingering inside, moving outside if we wish to socialize (keeping safe distance).  We 

will avoid physical contact and limit sharing common objects, and so will NOT be touching doors, shaking 
hands, hugging, or physically touching folks outside those with whom you arrived on the church 
premises. 

• There will be no fellowship hour before or after worship.  Restrooms WILL be available.  The church’s 
water fountains will NOT be used, so bring water with you into the sanctuary if you have need. 

  
Please see the article on p. 3 regarding how to reserve a room for a Wesley group.  Keep in mind that reservations must 
be made in advance, and rooms will be assigned based on availability and the size of the group.  We are not taking 
reservations for any non-Wesley groups at this time. 
  
The building and the office are still closed with the exception of Sunday worship and groups that have reserved a 
room.  Instructions will be given for pick-up and drop-off of items related to Wesley ministries.  If you have need to do 
business in the church office, please call ahead during office hours, which are 9:00 a.m.-noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m. From 
week to week, we will be subject to updates from state, local, and church officials, so please pay close attention to 
Wesley communications.  We will keep you apprised of changes in policy or procedure. 

The mission of the United 

Methodist Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Walking 

I am a walker. 

Out of all forms 

of exercise, 

walking is 

something I can 

get motivated to 

do. I try to take a thirty-minute fast walk about 

three times a week on average. 

Walking back and forth between the church 

building and the parsonage doesn’t quite seem to 

cut it. And while our dogs Kasey and Kirby can give 

me a run for my money at times on our evening 

walks, neither is that enough. I need the discipline 

of a fast thirty-minute walk three times a week. 

One benefit of fast walking is that I appear athletic 

for approximately ninety minutes a week. Another 

is that if I keep it up long enough, I might catch up 

with Stephanie, though I doubt it. Seriously 

speaking, the mental, physical, and even spiritual 

benefits of walking are commonly known and 

touted. 

We sometimes refer to our life of Christian 

discipleship as a walk. It is a walk with Christ and a 

walk with one another. It suggests movement 

rather than remaining in the same place. Just like 

physically walking, our life of discipleship, our walk 

with Christ and one another, also requires 

discipline. A little here and a little more over there 

isn’t enough to sustain us—at least not if we are to 

be all we can be for God’s kingdom. 

We are moving rather early this year into the 

season of Lent. Lent is a time of intentional self-

reflection, of clearing away the debris in our lives 

of faithfulness and taking up or increasing our 

commitment to practices that reflect our love of 

God and neighbor. Lent leads us to the glorious 

season of Easter and the celebration of Christ’s 

victory over death and all that does harm to living 

things. 

During Advent, around 40 individuals came 

together in three groups for an online study of 

Adam Hamilton’s book Incarnation. The sessions 

were meaningful, it was uplifting to be together (if 

just online and not in person), and the response to 

the study was most favorable. 

As you can see from this issue of the Wesley Circuit 

and last week’s weekly newsletter, we will be 

coming together during Lent to study Adam 

Hamilton’s book The Walk. This study will allow us 

to read, reflect upon, and discuss five spiritual 

practices that enhance our walk with Christ and 

one another, as well as to view these practices 

through the lens of the cross. 

If you have been a part of a small group study, you 

know how enriching such studies can be. I want 

you to sign up for this one. If you have not been a 

part of a small group study, I expect you will find it 

enriching to do so. I want you to sign up for this 

one. Sharing together in the same study is a vital 

way to stay connected within the body of Christ. It 

is, in fact, an expression of our life together as the 

body of Christ and that segment of Christ’s body 

known as Wesley United Methodist Church. 

In addition to my discipline of fast walking, let me 

say that I also find a nice slow walk rejuvenating. 

So, imagine that you are on a walk. Imagine that 

you are joined by others who want to see what you 

are seeing, know what you are thinking, and share 

about the journey together.  

I hope you’ll join in studying The Walk as part of 

your walk with Jesus to the cross and resurrection. 

Be well and do good, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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MAKING RESERVATIONS FOR 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

To make a reservation to attend Sunday morning 

worship in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. please visit: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-

worship-service-tickets-126314160053 Once there, 

click SELECT A DATE which will take you to a 

registration page. Select the date you want to 

register for, and click TICKETS. From there you will 

go to page asking for  the number of people in your 

party, then to a page where you will leave your 

name and email address. When finished, you will 

be told you have a “ticket” for entry and will 

receive a confirmation email. You do NOT need to 

bring a ticket to enter worship. We will have a list 

of the names of all who registered. Just stop by the 

check-in table to let us know when you arrive, and 

a volunteer will take your temp and check you in. If 

you do not have internet access or need help with 

the process, please call the church office at 217-

345- 3917 and someone will register you. Please 

note that our current limit for worship attendance 

is 100 per Sunday. 

RESERVING A 

ROOM AT THE 

CHURCH 

Under current 

Conference guidelines, 

groups of 50 or less are 

allowed to meet at the church. To allow for proper 

physical distancing, there are FOUR spaces 

available for meeting, depending on the size of the 

group. Rooms available are Room 113 (off the 

Fellowship Hall, next to the Scout Room), the 

Fellowship Hall, the Parlor, and the Youth Room 

(Room 123/125 in the Education Wing). If your 

Sunday School class, study group or other church-

related group would like to meet at the church, 

please call Elizabeth in the church office at 217-

345-3917. Let her know the day and time of your 

meeting and the number of people who will be 

attending. The day of the meeting, you will find an 

attendance sheet and a touchless thermometer in 

your meeting room. For contact-tracing purposes 

the group leader must write down the names of all 

in attendance and record each person’s 

temperature as they come into the room. Note 

that all in attendance must be masked at all times. 

Our janitors are taking care of sanitizing all spaces 

between meetings. Please note that we are only 

taking reservations for Wesley groups at this time.   

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 17 

The 40 days of Lent begins with the observance 

of Ash Wednesday, February 17. Rev. Corum will 

be leading an Ash Wednesday service in our 

sanctuary at 6:00PM that evening. It will be 

necessary to reserve a space ahead of time, just 

as we are doing for Sunday morning worship. To 

make a reservation for the Ash Wednesday 

worship service, please visit  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-

worship-service-tickets-126314160053 Masks and 

physical distancing will be required. 

When you arrive at the church that evening, 

please use the sanctuary doors, then stop at the 

check-in table to let us know you have arrived 

and to get a quick temperature check.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053


4 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

2021 LENTEN 

STUDY  

Rev. Tom Corum and 

Pastor Janice Kahl will be 

offering a study of Adam 

Hamilton’s book The 

Walk for Lent. The study 

will also be offered by 

one of our adult Sunday 

school classes. Pastor 

Janice’s class will meet via Zoom from 4:00 – 

5:30PM for six consecutive Sundays beginning 

February 21. Rev. Tom’s class will be in person at 

Wesley Church six consecutive Tuesdays from 6:30-

8:00PM beginning February 23. (Please Note: If 

COVID restrictions tighten, this class may be forced 

to move online). If you prefer a morning time, the 

Voices Sunday School Class will be offering the 

study on Zoom at 11:00AM on Sundays beginning 

February 21. You are invited and welcome to join 

any session. 

From the publisher: “How do we walk with Christ—

daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve 

him? In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the 

Christian spiritual life. The apostles taught it in 

their writings. And the Church has, through the last 

2,000 years, sought to pursue this Christian 

spiritual life. In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses 

on five essential spiritual practices that are rooted 

in Jesus’ own walk with God and taught throughout 

the New Testament. Each of these practices is 

intended as part of our daily walk with Christ while 

also being an essential part of growing together in 

the church. Deepen your walk with Christ as we 

explore the five essential practices of worship, 

study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to our 

faith.” 

To register for any (Sunday with Voices Class at 

11:00AM, Sunday with Pastor Janice at 4:00PM, or 

Tuesday with Rev. Tom at 6:30PM), please call the 

church office at 217-345-3917 OR email 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. Please indicate 

which session you would like to be a part of and let 

us know if you would like us to order a participant 

book for you. Books ordered through the church 

are $10 each. If you prefer, you can download the 

book in e-book format or order it yourself through 

your favorite bookseller. After the participant 

books come in, we will arrange a pick-up time. 

Class registration and book order deadline is 

Monday, February 15. To watch a short 

promotional video for The Walk, please visit 

https://youtu.be/SEjpOgGoEWs 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING  

TO DELIVER A BASKET? 

Wesley’s Basket Ministry is still active and will be 

delivering Valentine baskets to some of our 

homebound members in February. We are in need 

of people willing to help with delivery. Baskets will 

be available for pick up in the church library the 

afternoon of Thursday, February 11 and all day on 

Friday, February 12. If you are interested in 

helping, let us know by calling the church office at 

217-345-3917; via email at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com; or by using the 

comment section on your Sunday online worship 

attendance sheet.  Please note that when you are 

in the church building to pick up baskets you are 

required to wear a mask. We also ask that you are 

masked when delivering baskets and to practice 

proper physical distancing measures. Thanks for 

your consideration! 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/SEjpOgGoEWs
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY 

MISSION 

PROJECT 
Greetings, Wesley 

Family! We would 

like to introduce 

you to our 

February 2021 

Mission Project, 

the Alain Rocourt 

Endowment Fund. 

 

This IGRC 

endowment fund exists to support Methodist 

schools in Haiti, training and pay for teachers, 

funding for children’s tuition and feeding pupils 

who would otherwise go hungry. This fund was set 

up in honor of Rev. Alain Rocourt, a native of Haiti, 

who was educated by Methodist missionaries in 

the early 20th century. It was at his urging that the 

Methodist Church began setting up schools in Haiti. 

Today there are about 100 Methodist schools in 

Haiti where children begin school as early as 

kindergarten. Haiti is the poorest country in our 

hemisphere, and the needs of schools in Haiti are 

especially dire due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Confinement was imposed in March 2020 and 

teachers have not received any pay since May 

2020.  

 

As we know, education is an opportunity to break 

the cycle of poverty. The United Methodist 

Churches in our conference are providing not only 

an education but hope. Your gift enables the fund 

to provide the financial difference for a child’s 

education. Please write you check to Wesley UMC 

and indicate on the memo line Alain Rocourt 

Endowment Fund. To give online, please visit 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving.  

 

The Wesley UMC Missions Team thanks each of 

you for your continued support of our monthly 

missions, and the love you extend to others. 

 

Happy February birthday  
to the following Wesley folks! 

 
Sharon Brinkmeyer Lisa Canivez 
Todd Cassell  Emma Daum 
Dianne Davis  Kathy Hampton 
Don Mapes  Michael Mellott 
Ron Potsch  Gene Prince 
Dick Stark  John Swinford 
Jim Walters  Scott Wilson 
 

Happy February anniversary to the 
following Wesley couples! 

Don & Janice Grewell 
Terry & Rosalee Noble 

 

Elizabeth and Harrison Green/ Blythe 

 are now parents of a baby girl, Gillian Ida.  

Pat and Roy Meyerholtz  

are her great grandparents.  

Also, Roy was very appreciative of all the Birthday 

cards he received for his 90th birthday 

from his Wesley friends and others. 

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
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Our sympathy is expressed to 

Todd Cassell and family 

on the death of his father, 

James A. Haight, Jr., 

on January 12; 

To Brett Bensley and family 

on the death of his father, 

Frank Bensley,  

on January 18; 

And to Judy Smith 

on the death of Calvin Smith 

on January 19. 

  

 

 

 

 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 
God’s people have been giving since before there 

were buildings or budgets.  Generous and sacrificial 

giving is a hallmark of the church.  The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of Jesus 

Christ continues through the ministry of Wesley 

United Methodist Church. 

 

Your offering can be mailed to the office – 2206 4th 

Street, Charleston – or you can give online through 

our website www.charlestonwesley.org.  Thank 

you!  In trying times, your generosity is a 

harbinger of faithfulness, love, and hope! 

A NOTE ABOUT OUR LIBRARY 

We are currently not accepting book donations for 

the church library. If you have books you would like 

to donate, we encourage you to take them to the 

Goodwill or the Habitat ReStore. Thanks, in 

advance, for your cooperation. 

 

Did you know you can watch our worship services 

online any time you’d like?  

To access our services, visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CharlestonWesley 

The latest service will be the first in the queue, but 

you can watch services going back as far as 2012. 

You can also find the videos by going to our 

website, http://www.charlestonwesley.org/; go to 

“View the Service” which will take you to our 

YouTube page. Be sure to share our YouTube page 

with friends and family so they can be blessed by 

our services, too! 

           

             LENT IN A BAG 

To help each of us celebrate a Holy Lent, we will 

be giving out bags with items to guide you 

through the season. The bags will contain objects 

you can use individually or you can put them 

together to create a Lenten prayer space. You 

can pick up your Lenten bag on Friday, February 

12 and Saturday, February 13 (time TBD – keep 

watching for more details.) If you can’t make it on 

Friday or Saturday, you may pick up a bag on Ash 

Wednesday or call the church office to arrange a 

pick-up time.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CharlestonWesley
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


7 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

ANNUAL REPORT FROM SCOUT TROOP 141 
While the past 12 months have been rough on everyone, with all  the challenges 

we’ve been facing, Wesley’s Troop 141 has carried on.  In fact, we’ve been doing 

pretty well, all things considered.    2020 was our troop’s 20th anniversary, and 

while there wasn’t much chance to celebrate, consider this: 

  

We began 2020 with 36 scouts, and despite not being able to meet as a troop 

since March, we rechartered in December with 42.  Despite being hunkered 

down, scouts managed to earn eighty-two merit badges.  Ten members earned Scout rank, seven 

advanced to Tenderfoot, two to Second Class, two to First Class, one to Star, and four to Life.  Six of our 

scouts, Coleton Crowder, Dylan Woodley, Zac Stout, Brody Rankin, Dominic Torrepalma, and Alex Stout, 

achieved the rank of Eagle, and our current eleven Life Scouts are on their way to achieving it.  

  

Troop 141 scouts contributed 730 hours of group service, including trails and bridges at both Fox Ridge and 

Lincoln Log Cabin, fish habitats at Lake Charleston, shingling the church’s recycling bin, distributing food 

pantry calendars, and others.  To help fund our troop, meeting the challenge of selling popcorn was so 

successful that $3000 was allocated both to the troop’s budget and another $3000 to cover future scout 

expenses of those who participated in the sale.   With safety protocols in place we’ve been able to go 

hiking, camping, canoeing, sailing, skiing, and horse and bike riding.  

  

As we begin 2021 Todd Cassell has handed over duties to Dr. Mel Fleming after 18 years as 

Scoutmaster.  Todd certainly earned our sincere appreciation for his years of effort in support of the 

troop.  Todd spent 68 nights camping, attended 91 Patrol Leader Council and 219 troop meetings, and saw 

48 scouts achieve Eagle, including his son, Andrew.  And every year of his watch, the troop achieved BSA’s 

highest standard for quality units.  Todd will still be involved with the troop as our  Chartered Organization 

Representative, the liaison between the troop and the church. He will also continue to be directly involved 

in troop activities as our “Scoutmaster Emeritus.”  Mel is excited to take over duties as the new 

Scoutmaster.  He has been involved with the troop for almost five years as an Assistant Scoutmaster. 

Previously, he was an Assistant Scoutmaster for four years with the troop where he grew up.  As a youth, 

he earned the Arrow of Light and Eagle Scout awards, and is a member of the Order of the Arrow. 

ARE YOUR RECORDS UP TO DATE? 

If you have recently moved or changed phone numbers, or have gone to a mobile phone only, please make 

sure to contact the church office to let us know. You can call us at 217-345-3917 or email us at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. Thanks so much for helping us keep our records updated! 

AREA NEEDS DROP OFF RETURNS FEBRUARY 19 
Our Church & Society Ministry Team will once again be collecting items for area 

agencies from 10AM – 12PM at the north door of the church Friday, February 19. 

Watch future communications for a list of needed items. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Congratulations, Wesley UMC,  

on your continued, faithful giving! 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

