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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT – DECEMBER 2020 

SPONSOR A SILK POINSETTIA 

FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Even though we are not meeting in the sanctuary for 

now, we are still offering the chance for you to sponsor a 

silk poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone, with 

all proceeds going to the Advent Offering. These poinsettias stay at the church and can be sponsored for $10 

each. All dedications will be listed in the online worship bulletin on Sunday, December 20. The deadline for 

poinsettia sponsorship is Monday, December 14.  

To sponsor a poinsettia, we ask that you: 

        Let us know your name(s) and the number of poinsettias you wish to sponsor. 

        Please list your dedication so we will know how to list the dedication in the bulletin. 

        You can email the church office at charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com with the above info, call us at 217-

345-3917, OR mail it to us at 2206 4th Street, Charleston, IL 61920. 

         Send a check to the church office (address above) no later than Monday, December 14. 

        For bookkeeping purposes, please write SILK POINSETTIA on the memo line of your check. 

Thanks for helping us brighten our sanctuary and for supporting Wesley Mission Team’s Advent Offering. 

A FEW COMFORT & JOY YARD SIGNS REMAIN 

We still have several Comfort & Joy yard signs 

remaining, but just a few! The image on the signs is 

the one you are seeing here at the left, and 

underneath the image is the name of our church. We 

are trying to send a little, comfort, joy, light and hope 

to our community during this different sort of 

Christmas season. If you would like to have a sign 

delivered to your yard, please contact Rosalie Addison at raddison@charlestonwesley.org and someone will 

bring it to you. Be sure to include your address so we will know where to place the sign. Also, a note to let you 

know that these signs are one-sided. We are accepting free-will donations to cover the cost of the signs; any 

amount you give is appreciated. Help Wesley UMC spread Christmas JOY to our community! 

The mission of the United 

Methodist Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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Comfort 

and 

Joy 

“Advent is a 

season of four 

weeks including 

four Sundays.  Advent derives from the Latin 

adventus, which means ‘coming.’  The season 

proclaims the comings of the Christ—whose birth 

we prepare to celebrate once again, who comes 

continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in 

final victory we anticipate.  Each year Advent calls 

the community of faith to prepare for these 

comings; historically, the season was marked by 

fasts for preparation.” (The United Methodist Book 

of Worship) 

 

Some of us have an easier time thinking of Advent 

as a season of repentance (like Lent) than others.  

We have been hearing readings from scripture 

about the coming of God’s kingdom in its fulness 

and the relationship between that time and our 

living in God’s kingdom and being about God’s 

kingdom work here and now.  If Christ’s return and 

the fulness of God’s kingdom are what we are 

anticipating, it only makes sense that we are 

preparing for them as well. 

 

But (here goes the preacher!) in our culture at 

large, Christmas begins the moment we see 

Christmas commercials, hear Christmas music in 

public, and view Christmas decorations downtown 

or in our neighborhood.  It’s all we can do to 

convince folks to wait until after Thanksgiving to 

begin celebrating Christmas, much less to slow 

down and reflect in the spirit of Advent.  Oh, and 

fasting?  What about my cookies? 

 

This year is strange and different.  I see that so 

clearly.  I feel it inside.  I know you do, too.  We are 

weary from a pandemic, racial unrest, natural 

disasters, and a contentious election.  We are more 

than ready to set fire to our 2020 calendars, hoping 

with all the might we still have left that 2021 will 

be better and eventually (soon?) things will feel, 

and be, far less strange and uncomfortable. 

 

Comfort and Joy.  That’s our theme for Advent and 

Christmas this year.  It’s what we need just now, 

even in a season of reflection and repentance 

leading to celebration, even when the preacher 

reminds us of “the true meaning of Advent.”   

 

We may wonder from whence comfort and joy will 

come in times like these when restrictions alter our 

plans and uncertainty weighs heavy on our hearts.  

But isn’t the good news of Christmas finally about 

the comfort and joy of One who comes to bring us 

salvation and to lead us in the way of love toward 

all people?  Isn’t the gospel made plain through 

this One who entered our world, became enfleshed 

in our human skin, and shared our suffering and 

pain and discouragement? 

 

“O that you would tear open the heavens and 

come down…” the prophet Isaiah declares (64:1a)  

“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,” the psalmist cries 

out, “you who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who 

are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  Stir 

up your might, and come to save us!  Restore us, O 

God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 

(Psalm 80:1-3) 

 

These are the scriptural words that will guide our 

worship on the First Sunday of Advent, November 

29.  Through them we will acknowledge our own 

deep yearning for comfort and joy in our time.  As 

we traverse the Sundays of Advent, we will allow 

the scriptures to point us in the way of Comfort 

and Joy. (Continued, next page) 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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(Pastor’s Page, continued) 

Thanks to those of you who have given a free will 

offering and taken a Comfort and Joy yard sign for 

display.  The signs are a great way of sharing the 

spirit of Comfort and Joy with our neighbors, as 

well as pointing passers-by to the presence and 

ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church.  

There are more of those if you want one. 

 

The Comfort and Joy of the coming season are sent 

especially to those in distress.  I look forward to 

seeking it together this year and remembering that 

God is with us. 

 

You are in my heart and in my prayers. 

Comfort and Joy, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

THREE GREAT CAUSES: 

THE ADVENT  

MISSION OFFERING 
Traditionally, Wesley UMC's Advent Mission 

offering supports more than one cause. Donations 

will be divided equally among three local, regional 

and international agencies. 

The Coalition for People in Need (CPN) serves only 

residents with the 61920 zip code who are 

experiencing unexpected needs. Our main support 

is eight Charleston churches. Special COVID-19 

grants have been received this year. Over 350 

assists (primarily food vouchers, rent and utilities) 

have been given by Director Jennifer Woodall and 

volunteer greeters/interviewers in 2020. The 

directors' board consists of two representatives 

and pastors from each member church. CPN is 

located in the Serving together Under One Roof 

(STUOR) building with the food pantry and Habitat 

for Humanity on West State Street.  

Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC), 

located near Chatham, was established 20 years 

ago as a supply partner with United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR). MMDC has now 

grown to partner with 14 non-profit agencies, 

seven corporate companies and UMC churches in 

20 states. Donors, partners and volunteers allow 

MMDC to connect thousands of individuals around 

the corner and the world with supplies when 

disaster strikes. A typical week includes 

donations/disbursements of cleaning supplies, 

school kits, medical supplies, student desks, 

hygiene kits, bikes and sewing machines.  

Doctors Without Borders is on the ground in over 

70 countries providing urgently needed medical 

humanitarian aid to populations in distress, victims 

of natural and manmade disasters, and victims of 

armed conflict. Recent pleas for support have 

included COVID-19 world-wide, evacuation of 

refugees from inhumane conditions on Greek 

islands, and supporting 50 health agencies in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo now fighting both 

Ebola outbreaks and corona virus. If you would like 

to help these causes, please write your Wesley 

UMC check with the memo marked Advent 

Offering and mail it to the church, or via the church 

website at 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving. 

 

As always, we appreciate your support, 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
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Happy DECEMBER birthday to the 

following Wesley folks! 

Kelley Bensley   Betty Campbell  

Margie Checkley   Rev. Tom Corum 

Julie Dietz    Michelle Easter  

Debby Esarey    Jenny Fagaly  

Stephen Green   Don Grewell 

Harold Hackett  Brenda Hale 

Bill Hill    Carla Honselman 

Steve Honselman  Dick Hummel   

Judy James   Pastor Janice Kahl 

Darrell King   Cathy Matheny 

Betsy Mellott   Becky Metzger   

Roy Meyerholtz   Jean Rinefort 

Cathy Senior   Jeanne Thomas 

Mary White    Frances Williams 

Wilma Zane    Tammy Zuber 

 

Happy DECEMBER anniversary to the 

following Wesley couples! 

Dick & Ruth Ann Craig 

Bob & Mary Jorstad 

Charles & Karen Maris 

Leif & Marie Nielsen 

John  & Nancy Swinford 

 

 

A gift has been given to our 

Memorial Fund 

in memory of  

Elizabeth Doty. 

ANGEL TREE FOR  

HOPE OF ECI 

This year, WUMC is once 

again bringing a bit of joy to 

those in need by having an 

Angel Tree for Hope of East 

Central IL. “HOPE of ECI is a 

domestic violence coalition 

which serves adults and 

children who are survivors of 

domestic violence. Many of 

them have escaped an abusive situation with just 

the clothes on their back. Most are also considered 

homeless. So often, they have nothing. We first fill 

their needs, but we also try to fill their wants. We 

not only want the children to experience the magic 

of the holidays, but we want them to be able to see 

their Mom feel the love as well.” HOPE will provide 

wishes and needs from these families for us to 

fulfill. It is our goal to make sure every child has a 

magical Christmas. 

Because the church building is now locked during 

the week, we have come up with several ways for 

you to still give to this very worthy cause: 

(Continued, next page) 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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(Angel Tree, continued) 

1 – Sign up online to give a gift by visiting: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2f

a6f58-angel On that page you can choose the gift 

you would like to give. Purchase the gift; wrap the 

gift being sure to put a gift tag or post it note on 

the package so we can match the gift to the correct 

tag when you bring it to the church. Drop your gifts 

off  at the North door of Wesley UMC between 

10:00AM and 12:00PM on Saturday, December 12, 

or call Kathy Wright at 217-254-3679 or email 

Rosalie Addison in the church office at  

raddison@charlestonwesley.org to arrange a drop 

off time. 

2 – Write a check to HOPE of East Central Illinois 

and mail it to Rosalie Addison in the church office. 

Please mail to 2206 4th Street, Charleston, IL 61920. 

Be sure to note ANGEL TREE on your mailing 

envelope AND on the memo line of your check. 

Please write your check directly to HOPE of ECI so 

they can record your gift.   

3 – If you would like to donate but do not feel 

comfortable shopping right now, Kathy Wright is 

willing to do the shopping for you! Please contact 

her at 217-254-3679 to make arrangements. 

In addition to the Angel Tree gifts, we are also  

collecting crockpots and small coffee makers for 

HOPE residents. You do not need to sign up for 

crockpots and coffee makers, and you don’t need to 

wrap these items. Most of HOPE’s clients do not 

have access to a full kitchen, and these small 

appliances will be very helpful to them. 

The deadline for returning Angel Tree gifts is 

Sunday, December 20, but we do hope you will 

consider dropping them off on Saturday, 

December 12 if not sooner. We hope you will 

consider helping us brighten the life of a child 

and/or a  mom in need! 

What Does 

the Bishop’s 

Letter Mean 

for Us at 

Wesley? 

 

As many of you 

know by now, the Bishop and the IGRC Cabinet 

released a letter requiring churches in our 

Conference to make some changes due to the rise 

in COVID 19 cases in our area. The following is a 

partial list of the changes that will have to occur at 

WUMC to comply with these changes. 

 

+ The Bishop specifically indicates we should not be 

meeting in the building for the coming four weeks.  

This means worship will be online only through at 

least December 13, but it also means any groups 

which had been meeting at the church have to be 

moved to an online platform (such as Zoom).   

 

+ The church building will remain locked during the 

week, but the office will remain open for phone 

calls and emails only.  

 

+  If you need to drop off an Angel Tree please 

email Rosalie at raddison@charlestonwesley.org  

or call Kathy Wright at 217-254-3679 to arrange a 

drop off time. We encourage you to drop your gifts 

off on Saturday, December 12 at the North door of 

the church when Kathy will be there to receive 

your packages. 

 

+  Our Advent study has been moved completely 

online. If you were scheduled to be in the in-person 

class and need more info, please contact Rev. Tom 

at tcorum@charlestonwesley.org.  

Please watch for updates as they become available. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2fa6f58-angel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4caeac2fa6f58-angel
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:tcorum@charlestonwesley.org
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SCOUT NEWS 

When Charleston Middle 

School’s annual Veterans 

Day program had to be 

changed to an online 

format, Troop 141 scouts 

still provided an 

appropriate opening, with help from a drone and 

reflection by Daniel Fagaly.  You can view it 

here: https://www.facebook.com/31103587/video

s/pcb.10104581119461982/10104581119387132/.  

After posting flags on Lincoln Avenue for Veterans 

Day, scouts later removed over 150 flag brackets  

from the street’s light poles as an Eagle Scout 

service project.  They will be sandblasted by Adams 

Memorials, treated  by R&B Powdercoating, and 

reinstalled by the city in the spring.  

In addition to distributing  600 Charleston Food 

Pantry calendars, Wesley’s scouts have been busy 

this fall with other service projects, including the 

installation of another fish habitat in Lake 

Charleston, the building of invasive species signs 

and boot brushes at three Fox Ridge trailheads, 

new outside sign lighting at St. Charles Borromeo 

Church, new trails and bridges at Lincoln Log Cabin 

and at Fox Ridge, and Alex Pearson’s development 

of the Wesley’s Green Team vegetable garden 

behind the parsonage.  

With appropriate health precautions in place, 

we’ve been able to offer our scouts opportunities 

to go hiking, cycling, camping, fishing, canoeing, 

kayaking and horseback riding.  

 

 

 

 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 

If you wish to make a donation for 2020 or for 2021 

that will be reflected on your 2020 Statement of 

Giving, please be sure it is received in the church 

office by December 29th. Please note in the memo 

line if your check is for budget year 2020 or 2021.  

If you would like a set of numbered offering 

envelopes, please call or email the church office at 

345-3917 or charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. 

Contact Mary Larson, Financial Secretary at 345-

3103 if you have any questions. 

 

With the COVID – 19 restrictions we are currently 

under, we are not yet sure what our Christmas Eve 

services will look like. We may indeed be online 

only, but for now we are trying to be cautiosly 

optimistic that something can take place 

somewhere at the church in person, but we truly 

don’t know. Because we are Untited Methodists 

we follow the decisions made by our Bishop and 

the IGRC Cabinet. Please be assured that as soon as 

we know what our plans will be we will let you 

know via Wesley communications: email, facebook 

and in print. In the meantime, we ask for your 

prayers for Wesley Church and for our staff as we 

navigate uncharted waters. Your prayers are 

greatly appreciated! 

The Wesley Staff 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.facebook.com/31103587/videos/pcb.10104581119461982/10104581119387132/
https://www.facebook.com/31103587/videos/pcb.10104581119461982/10104581119387132/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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LIVE NATIVITY & FOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, December 2o                        4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Due to changes issued by our Bishop and IGRC leadership, our Live Nativity and Food Drive date has been 

pushed back one week to Sunday, December 20. The time of the event will remain 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Our 

fervent hope is to be able to have a “live” nativity featuring members of the Wesley UMC family. However, if 

this is not possible we will still have a nativity of some sort (we have really been using our thinking caps 

lately!). The most important part of the event will be the FOOD DRIVE FOR AREA NEEDS. The list of needs will 

be the same as the one we have been using each month; you can find it on the next page. Please mark your 

calendar for December 20th and help us provide nourishment & support for those who most need it! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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AREA NEEDS DROP-OFF WILL TAKE PLACE  

FROM  4:00 – 6:00PM ON DECEMBER 20 

The DECEMBER  Donations Drop-Off for Area Needs will take 

place on Sunday, December 20 from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. The 

generosity of the Wesley congregation in stepping forward 

to help our local nonprofits is so appreciated, especially 

during the Christmas season. Your donated items and 

financial contributions help these organizations as they seek 

to serve area residents during challenging times. Your 

continued support is so important to them. And we will keep 

your drop-off safe by being masked, asking you to pop your 

trunk for us to retrieve donations, and will use hand 

sanitizer! Please consider giving on December 20! 

*HOPE of East Central Illinois: 
• Canned soups; spaghetti; ravioli; beef stew; fruit; tuna; chicken 
• Microwavable mac & cheese cups 
• Individual cups of apple sauce; fruit; puddings; Jello 
• Boxes of cereal 
• Small jugs of laundry detergent 
• Small can openers 
• Ibuprofen 
• $ donations to help with unexpected costs during shelter-in-place 
• Dish soap 
• Can openers 
• Razors 
 
*Standing Stone: 
• Canned meat: tuna, chicken, small canned ham 
• Instant potatoes 
• Small bags of flour/sugar 
• Toothpaste/toothbrushes 
• Cooking oil 
• Men’s deodorant 
• Shampoo 
• Dish Soap 
 
*Food Pantries: Newman Center Food Pantry/Charleston Area Churches Food Pantry: 
• Breakfast foods—e.g., oatmeal, cereal, breads, breakfast bars 
• Canned foods—vegetables, fruit, chicken, tuna, salmon 
• Canned tomatoes, pasta sauces  
• Peanut Butter 
• Pasta, Rice, Beans 

Thanks, in advance, for helping our community! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

