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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT -  
NEWS FOR DECEMBER 2018 

Wesley United Methodist Church   Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

             Join Us for These Special Events in December! 
Sunday, December 2 at 3:00PM  

The Coles County Barbershop Chorus will present their annual holiday concert in our sanctuary 

(more information on page 3).  

Friday, December 7 at 7:00 PM – EIU LESSONS & CAROLS  

"Lessons and Carols," tells the Christmas story through Bible readings 

interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols and hymns. This year some of 

the narration will be done by Wesley folks. 

Friday, December 14 at 6:00 PM - Wesley Children’s Musical   
Wesley’s kids have been working hard to present the Christmas musical 

Carol and the Belles! We hope you will mark your calendars and come 

support them. A reception will follow the performance. (More info on 

page 5) 

Sunday, December 16 at 8:30 & 10:45AM – Chancel Choir Cantata 

Christmas Cantata – Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Our Chancel Choir will be presenting a cantata featuring both singing and the 

reading of the Christmas story. We encourage you to bring friends and family 

to this very special service. 

Monday, December 17 at 7:00PM 

Charleston High School Choral Concert in our sanctuary 

                  Monday, December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE 

Worship will take place in the Wesley sanctuary at 3:00, 7:00 and 11:00PM. Each 

service will feature special music, communion, candle-lighting and the singing of 

Silent Night. Childcare will be provided at both the 3:00 and 7:00 services.  

We hope you will mark these events on your calendar and join us in December!

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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“God with Us” 

The first chapter of 

the Gospel According 

to John is for me one 

of the most meaning-

ful theological 

writings, one of my favorite expressions of the 

character of God, a brilliant telling of the good 

news.  More specifically, I can never get enough 

of the profundity of verse 14, cannot imagine 

mining all its depths: “And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 

grace and truth.”  Or as Eugene Peterson trans-

lated the first phrase, “The Word became flesh 

and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” 

 

These words of the evangelist express so well 

what I have come to believe as a theologian  

and a pastor, as well as what I have come to 

experience as a person of faith.  We do not make 

or find our way to God, God makes the way to us.  

We cannot reach God on our own, cannot master 

the art of holiness by our own power.  The God 

known to us through creation, through the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 

through the mystery of the Holy Spirit, is a God 

who comes to us. 

 

God’s Word, God’s logic, God’s mind—all that we 

could not reach or comprehend—entered human 

flesh in the person of Jesus.  In Jesus, God lived, 

laughed, learned, suffered, cried, and died with 

us and for us.  “The Word became flesh and 

blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” 

 

I love the Christmas texts from scripture.  I love 

the chaos and the gentleness and the beauty of 

the birth story in Luke 2.  I love to be in worship 

on Christmas Eve, feasting on the words and the 

music and the prayers and the sacrament, even  

if I am exhausted at the end.  I appreciate our 

acknowledging that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday, 

or at least the day the church of old chose to 

celebrate his birth. 

 

But underlying all of that is the amazing 

proclamation of the Incarnation: the God we 

cannot grasp for ourselves became flesh.   

The God who made us became one of us.   

 

I am always struck by the depth of Christina 

Rossetti’s hymn: 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him,  

nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away  

when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

(“In the Bleak Midwinter,” 1872) 

 

The God of heaven and earth moved into the 

neighborhood, into this world with all its terror 

and violence and injustice and disaster and  

illness and division and brokenness and sin.  

God is a God who comes to us.  The Christian 

scriptures end with a prayer that it may ever be 

true: “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 

22:20b) 

 

Such a mystery cannot be celebrated or taken to 

heart in a single day.  The season of Advent  

offers us four Sundays to contemplate its 

richness.  I look forward to sharing Advent  

and Christmas with you. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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BLANKET  
AND BOOK 

DRIVE 

Thanks to the many 

of you who have already donated blankets and 

books for One Stop Community Christmas. Our pile 

is really growing! Each year, generous Wesley folks 

contribute upwards of 200 fleece blankets for 

children in need in 

our area. This year 

we are also 

collecting BOOKS 

for children and 

youth ages infant 

through 18 years of 

age. Please bring your donations to the display 

near the Information Center. (Please note that we 

ask that all blankets and books be NEW.) Donation 

deadline is this Sunday, December 2. Help us make 

the lives of area children warmer by donating a 

blanket (or more) and a book (or 2!).  

 

Our condolences are expressed to  

Jean & Clinton Replogle  

on the death of Jean’s brother,  

Edward Keith Miller, October 22, 2018;  

to Kay Young and her family on the death of  

Al Young, November 9, 2018; 

to Terry & Rosalee Noble on the death of their son  

Timothy Noble on November 19, 2018; 

and to the family of  

Nola Gay Whalin who died 

November 20, 2018.  

 

COLES COUNTY BARBERSHOP 
CHORUS BENEFIT CONCERTS 

On Sunday, December 2nd, the 30-man Coles 

County Barbershop Chorus 

will present their 40th annual 

Christmas Benefit Concerts. 

The one-hour programs are 

free; however, an offering 

will be taken and given to 

area homeless shelter and 

food pantry programs. Each year more than 

$10,000 is raised for these worthy organizations. 

The 3:00PM concert will be held at Wesley UMC. 

The 7:00PM concert will be held at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Mattoon. Both secular and 

sacred songs will be featured, and five local 

quartets will join the chorus. Adequate parking is 

available and both churches are wheel chair 

accessible. 

 It’s time to order 

poinsettias for the 

Advent/Christmas 

season. Order forms 

are available in the 

church office and in 

your Sunday morning 

worship bulletin. The order deadline is Monday, 

December 10.  Silk poinsettias may be sponsored 

for $10 each; all proceeds will go towards the 

Advent Offering. You may buy a live poinsettia 

for $16; live plants can go home with you after 

Christmas Eve services. All plants, silk or live, can 

be given in honor or in memory of someone or 

simply given as a gift.  Please note that for 

bookkeeping purposes, we ask that you write 

SEPARATE checks for silk plants and live plants.   

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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During the holiday season, the Missions Ministry 

Team has traditionally divided the December 

offering among three charities: a local mission 

project, a conference mission project, and an 

international or national level mission effort. This 

year we have selected the following: the 

Children's Advocacy Center, Golden Cross, and 

the UMCOR response to the California Wildfires. 

Our local cause is the Children's Advocacy Center 

located in Charleston. It serves a ten-county area. 

They work as a team to make a difference in the 

lives of sexually and physically abused children. 

They believe that the investigative process should 

not add to the pain the child has already suffered. 

It is a safe child-focused environment. At the CAC 

the child tells their story to a trained interviewer; 

therefore, not re-traumatizing the child. The team 

makes decisions together about how to help the 

child based on the interview. Their goal is to make 

a plan that best meets the needs of the child and 

family. 

 

Our conference cause is Golden Cross which is a 

ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

Golden Cross benefits ten facilities in our 

conference for Older Adults, Children & Families, 

and Hospital Pastoral Care. These facilities care for 

people of all ages and at all stages of life. More 

than 30,000 individuals are served each year, 

19,000 hours are given by more than 2,000 

volunteers, and $10 Million of benevolent care is 

received. 

 

Our national focus is to support UMCOR's 

response to the horrific California Wildfires. 

Thousands of people have lost their homes, and 

officials say there are two new fires. The death toll 

is now 88 with hundreds still missing. The Camp 

Fire, in northern California, already the most 

destructive in the state's history, burned down 

more than 6,700 homes and businesses in the 

town of Paradise and burned through 117,000 

acres. Outside Los Angeles, the Woolsey Fire has 

killed two and burned nearly 100,000 acres.  

 

If you would like to donate to these mission 

projects, please make out your check to Wesley 

UMC with ADVENT on the memo line or if you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission envelopes in the pew backs. You can also 

visit the Wesley Church website at  

www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page. Thank you so 

much for your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 
 

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

WORSHIP 
HELPERS 

If you will be 

worshiping with us 

on Christmas Eve, 

please consider helping by being a greeter, usher 

or communion server at the 3:00, 7:00 or 11:00PM 

service. Contact the church office and look for the 

insert in upcoming worship bulletins. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Happy DECEMBER birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Kelley Bensley  Betty Campbell  

Marge Checkley  Julie Dietz 

Debby Esarey    Jenny Fagaly   

Steve Green   Don Grewell 

Brenda Hale   Bill Hill  

Carla Honselman  Dick Hummel  

Steve Honselman  Cosette Hutti 

Judy James            Darrell King  

Pastor Janice Kahl  Irvin Lawson 

Cathy Matheny   Becky Metzger 

Roy Meyerholtz  Jean Rinefort  

Olivia Schuette  Cathy Senior   

Alex Sharp   Betty Slack  

Jeanne Thomas       Mary White  

Frances Williams  Wilma Zane 

Tammy Zuber 

 

Happy DECEMBER anniversary  

to the following Wesley couples! 

Richard & Ruth Ann Craig 

Don & Tina Held 

Bob & Mary Jorstad 

Charles & Karen Maris 

Jeff & Janet Vanatta 

“December, being the last month of the year,  

cannot help but make us think  

of what is to come.”  

+Fennel Hudson, A Meaningful Life + 

A REMINDER 
TO OUR 

SNOWBIRDS 

If you are a snow bird 

who heads to a warmer climate for the winter, 

please let the church office know so that we can 

keep in touch while you are gone. You can send 

your winter address to  

Rosalie Addison in the church office at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org, call the office 

(217-345-3917) during the week, or make a note on 

your Making Connections card on Sunday 

morning. Be sure to include the date you are 

leaving and the date you will be returning.  If you 

choose to receive emails only, please let us know 

your leaving and return dates and note “email 

only”. Have a safe, happy winter! 

CHILDREN’S CHISTMAS MUSICAL 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Wesley’s kids have 

been working hard 

on this year’s 

Christmas Musical – 

Carol & the Belles!  

“It’s 1954, and at Big 

Bill’s Drive-In restaurant, where the wait staff sings 

your order, and the Christmas decorations stay up 

all year long, excitement has never been 

higher.  They’ve just won the network’s “Christmas 

at the Drive-In” contest and will host the live 

telecast of the Rock & Roll Christmas TV Special!” 

This will be a great time to come support Wesley’s 

kids, have some fun, be inspired, and enjoy some 

light refreshments afterwards. The musical will 

take place in our sanctuary Friday, December 14 at 

6:00PM. You don’t want to miss it! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/43534487
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
PROFILE 

Loretta Lahr grew up on a farm north of Ashmore, 

attended a one-room school and later EIU. After 

graduation she went to Michigan for a visit where 

she met her husband, married, raised a family and 

stayed 52 years. They returned to Charleston in 

2008 for family reasons. 

Loretta’s interests are group games reading, 

writing, painting and some needlework.  She is 

active at the Life Span Center where she cares for 

the library and writes a monthly article for the 

newsletter.  At Wesley she has helped with dinners 

and rummage sales and also serves as a greeter on 

Sunday mornings.   

Loretta lost a “special” daughter at an early age 

and says she feels that allows her to bring a certain 

awareness to Stephen Ministry that others might 

not know.  She says too many people struggle with 

personal or family problem on their own and are 

reluctant to ask for help. Stephen Ministers are 

not problem solvers, but they do provide support, 

encouragement and prayer.    

ADVENT READERS 
ARE NEEDED 

Sign up to be part of the light of 

Advent by lighting the Advent 

wreath candles beginning Sunday, 

December 2 up to and including 

Christmas Eve services. A sign-up sheet with dates and 

times is at the Information Center in the sanctuary 

hallway. You may sign up as a family, a couple, or as a 

group of friends. The liturgy and readings will be 

provided to you ahead of time. Don’t miss the chance 

to join in this beloved Wesley tradition. 

You are welcome to drop 

your check in the collection 

basket without an envelope 

or use a white pew envelope 

and it will be recorded to your 

name. If you donate in cash 

and want it recorded to your name, you will need 

to use an offering envelope. You may use one 

from a numbered set (please request a set using 

your Making Connections card on Sunday 

morning) or use a white pew envelope being sure 

to write your name on the outside. Requested 

envelope sets for 2019 will be available for pickup 

on Sunday, December 30. Also, if you wish to make 

a donation for 2018 or for 2019 that will be 

reflected in your 2018 Statement of Giving, please 

be sure it is placed in the offering basket by 

Sunday, December 30. Please note on the memo 

line of your check if it is for the budget year 2018 

or 2019. Contact Mary Larson, Financial Secretary, 

at 345-3103 if you have any questions. 

ADVENT 
DEVOTIONALBOOKLETS 

Advent devotionals for the 

upcoming holiday season are now 

available at the Information Center. 

Stop by on Sunday morning to get 

yours! A free-will donation is 

appreciated but not required. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE DATES 
The Wesley UMC church office will be closed 

Monday, December 24,  

Tuesday, December 25 

and Tuesday, January 1. 

May your Christmas and New Year  

be filled with peace and blessings! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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