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+ THE WESLEY CIRCUIT + 
NEWS FOR APRIL, 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

EASTER FLOWERS & MUSIC FUND DONATIONS   

It’s time to order flowers to decorate the sanctuary and foyer on 

Easter morning. In lieu of flowers, you may contribute to our Music 

Fund which helps to pay for music needs throughout the year. 

Flowers can be ordered for $15.00 each and may be designated in 

honor or in memory of a loved one, or they can be given as a gift 

to the church. The order deadline is Monday, April 15. Donations to 

the Music Fund may be given in any amount and will be recognized 

in the Easter Sunday bulletin. Please write separate checks for 

flowers AND for music indicating on the memo line that the check is for Easter Flowers or Music Fund. 

Plants may be picked up after the 10:45 service on Easter morning. An order form will be included in your 

worship bulletin through Sunday, April 14, or you may stop by the office during the week.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP 

Holy Week begins with the celebration of Palm Sunday – April 14. Children are invited to join in the 

Palm Parade at the beginning of both the 8:30 & 10:45 

worship services. A Maundy Thursday service with 

communion will take place on April 18, at 7:00PM in the 

sanctuary. On Good Friday, April 19, a service 

remembering the death of Jesus through scripture and music 

will take place at 7:00PM in the sanctuary. On Easter 

Sunday, April 21, we will celebrate Christ’s Resurrection 

at both the 8:30 and 10:45 services with music by our Chancel Choir. Come join us for each of these 

special services. Invite and bring friends and relatives –ALL are welcome at Wesley! 

CHAPEL WORSHIP CONTINUES  

Taizé Worship Services take place on Tuesdays from 5:30-6:00PM in the WUMC 

Chapel through April 9. This service of scripture, song, prayer, candle light and 

silence provide a quiet, meditative atmosphere to help you pray and listen for God’s voice. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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“Easter Grace” 

As I write, the Wesley 

staff have just 

completed an afternoon 

spiritual retreat.  Our 

theme was “Rest and Renewal,” and we spent 

the largest share of our time individually reading, 

reflecting, writing, and praying on four scriptures 

from the gospels and a handful of other collected 

spiritual writings. 

 

During our closing, we noted how helpful it was 

to spend time being quiet and still, not rushing 

about trying to get something done.  For me, 

meditating on scripture without preparing to 

preach, listening for what God is saying to me 

rather than to others, can be challenging, though 

I try to do it most every day. 

 

So, I realized and remembered a few things this 

afternoon.  First, Jesus says “my yoke is easy,” 

which in the Greek means it is well-fitting.  The 

yoke he has placed on me has not been fitted to 

someone else, it has been fitted expressly to me, 

with my particular strengths and weaknesses, 

skills and quirks.  God did not call someone else in 

my case; God called me.  The same is true for you. 

 

Second, when a crowd asked Jesus about the 

manna given to the Israelites in the wilderness, 

he reminded them it was not Moses who gave 

the bread but rather God.  Whatever spiritual 

bread people receive because of anything I do, I 

am not the one who gives it.  God is the one who 

gives it.  The same is true for you.  In a few 

moments of quiet and reflection, these reminders 

offered me much grace. 

 

It seems like it’s been a long winter.  Many of us 

are weary and ready for spring, which seems to 

be making its way shyly in our direction.  Quite a 

few of you have been sick in recent days.  Others 

are struggling with personal challenges.  Some of 

you are feeling discouraged by the outcome of 

the recent General Conference.   

 

And the weight of challenge we receive through 

our Bible studies and the scriptures we hear in 

worship is clear to me.  If we take the scriptures 

seriously, we learn that love is not cheap or easy, 

that being peacemakers demands a high 

commitment from us, and that being the church 

together means loving people who aren’t always 

like us and don’t always agree with us. 

 

So, let me offer you some grace as we approach 

Holy Week and Easter by way of a reminder that 

God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  In fact, 

God did it without our help.  Everything we say 

during Lent, every reminder of our sin and 

brokenness, every acknowledgment that the 

world is not as it should be, even our journey with 

Jesus to suffering and death on the cross, should 

be held in the light of grace and resurrection.  

God raised Jesus from the dead without our help.  

God would not let our sin, or our guilt, or our 

worry, or our insecurity, or our sickness, or our 

troubles, or our failures have the last word.  The 

last word is grace, that which we can never 

manufacture or deserve, that which holds power 

over everything deadly. 

 

God is the one who gives life.  God and only God.  

God is the one who gives the gift of resurrection.  

May the gifts of resurrection and grace sustain 

you throughout our Lenten journey and our 

Easter celebration. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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APRIL 
MISSION 
PROJECT: 
UMCOR 
SUNDAY 

Our April 

mission project 

is UMCOR 

SUNDAY. This is the annual appeal for funds to 

underwrite the operational expenses for UMCOR 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief), 

formerly known as One Great Hour of Sharing. 

UMCOR is in it's 79th year of helping people in 

crisis around the world: When tornadoes ripped 

through Oklahoma, UMCOR responded. When 

children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, 

UMCOR responded. When a massive tsunami 

devastated lives in Japan, UMCOR responded. And 

when the next crisis occurs, UMCOR will be 

prepared to respond. 

 

UMCOR's ability to respond is due to the 

generosity of United Methodist congregations 

and individuals around the world. Gifts to UMCOR 

SUNDAY underwrite UMCOR's costs of serving 

local churches in times of disaster. This helps keep 

the promise that 100% of every gift made to 

UMCOR projects goes directly to those in need --- 

not for administrative costs. Incidentally, 

operating costs are under 10% of UMCOR's total 

budget so, if funds collected for UMCOR SUNDAY 

exceed the amount needed, the overage is 

directed to the most needy or under-funded 

UMCOR projects. 

 

If you would like to help with this effort, please 

make out your check to Wesley UMC with UMCOR 

SUNDAY on the memo line or visit our website at 

www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page. If you prefer 

to make a cash donation, there are blue mission 

offering envelopes in the pew backs. As always, 

thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 
“ONE MORE” SHOPPING LISTS 

HAVE BEEN UPDATED 

Stop by the Wesley 

“One More” Ministry 

display in the hallway 

just outside the 

Fellowship Hall to 

pick up an updated 

shopping list. The list 

includes simple items 

needed by SACIS, The 

Haven, the Child Advocacy Center, Soup Stop, 

HOPE and the Charleston High School Food 

Pantry. When you are out doing your 

shopping, pick up “one more” item to donate 

to the cause (or causes) of your choice! 

 

SUPPORT 
OUR ASP 
MISSION 

TEAM! 

You can support 

our Appalachia Service Project mission team by 

buying stock! Sales are currently taking place and 

will conclude on Palm Sunday, April 14th. Stocks 

sell for $10.00 and will be available in the sanctuary 

hallway after worship. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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IS CHURCH CAMP  
IN YOUR SUMMER PLANS?  

It could be the highlight of your summer! Many 

opportunities for fun, adventure and Christian 

fellowship are offered at four Illinois locations. If you 

are between ages 6 and 100, there is a camp for you. 

Each camp has a unique theme and mission, to help 

campers become aware of God’s love in an outdoor 

setting. Pick up a brochure in the church office or 

visit the website at https://www.igrc.org/camping. 

Wesley will help with half your expenses up to 

$325.00, so don’t miss the camping fun this 

summer! 

 

Children (boys & girls) and the special women in 

their lives are invited to gather in May for an 

afternoon/evening of tea and Christian fellowship. 

We would like as many children and women to be 

able to attend as possible, so we are looking at 

four different dates. Could you check your 

calendars to see which days you would be 

available to come? You can respond via your 

Connection Card, the sheet at the Information 

Center, or our Wesley Children & Family Facebook 

page. Stay tuned – more detailed information to 

come soon! We ask that you let us know all 

potential dates you can attend: Friday, May 3; 

Saturday, May 4; Friday, May 10; Saturday, May 11. 

 

STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE 

Jayne Bardsley was born in Boston, grew up in 

New England and lived there until her husband 

Don was transferred to Charleston 37 years ago.  

Jayne has managed a convenience store, worked 

for a publishing company, and at one time had an 

H & R Block franchise.  Now retired, she still does 

taxes for Block during tax season.   

The family with their five children and Jayne’s 

mother Caroline Christian, began attending 

Wesley when they came to town.  Jayne plays in 

the bell choir, has been active in the basket 

ministry and the Mission Team, and attends 

several prayer and study groups.  She has been a 

Stephen Minister since 2008.   

Jayne says that she was attracted to Stephen 

Ministry by the opportunity it presented to learn 

and grow and serve, and in the fellowship it 

provides.  Stephen Ministry training teaches us 

how to listen to others and to project God’s love.  

A Stephen Minister will listen, sympathize and 

pray with a fellow Christian when family and 

friends cannot or will not. It’s all about caring for 

each other. 

 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.igrc.org/camping
https://www.igrc.org/camping
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Happy April birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Rick Addison    Grace Braden  

Joyce Cassell    Rand Chappell 

Max Coffey    Brenda Cooper   

Terry Diss   David Ebdon   

Betzy Elifrits-Warren  Savannah Esarey   

Judith Feterl    Judy Gillespie 

Sherry Hawker   Donna Helton   

Dan Hockman   James Honnold   

Joyce Jackson   Mary Jorstad    

Nissa Larson    Eleanor Lawson   

Kenton Macy    Karen Maris 

Evelyn McArthur   Rachel Mellott 

Dennis Pearson   Ruth Schmidt    

Mary Ann Taber   Sam Taber   

Dustha Wahls    Brendan Warren 

Kaylee Wilson   Carol Winkleblack 

 
Happy April anniversary  

to the following Wesley couples! 

Richard & Betty Durham 

Howard & Jan Eads 

Jim & Barbara Grant 

Greg & Bonnie James 

 

 

 

 

SIGN UP TO HELP IN THE NURSERY 

We are looking for individuals willing to help in the 

nursery on an occasional basis. We need a few 

folks who would be able to step in when our 

nursery attendant is unavailable. If interested, 

please sign up at the Information Center or stop 

by the nursery on Sunday morning and speak with 

Jess. Thanks! 

Congratulations to  

Steven & Ashley Walker 

on the birth of their son 

Alexander Richard 

Walker on February 11, 

2019. Alexander’s 

grandmother is Julie 

Krietemeier. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Gifts have been given  

to Wesley’s Memorial Fund  

in memory of Jeanette Baer. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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NEWS FROM OUR SCOUTS 

Five young scouts (including 

Danner Van Hise), crossed 

over (literally...on a bridge) 

from St. Charles Borromeo’s 

Cub Scout Pack 41 to 

become the newest 

members of Troop 141.  They named themselves 

the Scout Spies Patrol. The magnifying glass on 

their patrol patch proves it (but kind of blows their 

cover). 

  

Scouts recently completed the fire pit added to 

the patio in the lawn behind the church. Built by 

Troop 141 members as a memorial to troop 

committee member Joe Williams, who passed 

away in August, the patio will be dedicated when 

the weather is predictably warm. 

  

The results are in: Troop 141 placed sixth among 

the 44 teams that competed at the Springfield first 

aid meet, which way exceeds our 2018 score of 

16th out of 41 teams, and better still than our two 

teams placing 36th and 39th out of 45 in 2017.  So, 

while we hope you don’t impale yourself with 

scissors or get run down by one of those powered 

bicycles, should such harm befall you with a Troop 

141 scout nearby, he should be able to help. 

 

Lent is the 

perfect time to 

walk the chapel 

labyrinth. You 

are welcome to 

stop by any time 

the church building is open. Should you need more 

light, the light switches are to your right as you 

enter the chapel. We hope you will use the 

labyrinth to enhance your Lenten journey. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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