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THE WESLEY UMC CIRCUIT FOR APRIL, 2021

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE 
Mark your calendars for Holy week and Easter at Wesley UMC! 

PALM SUNDAY – MARCH 28 

✞  In-person worship at 9:30 am with children’s palm parade 

✞  The service will be recorded and uploaded to your 

YouTube channel later in the day 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 1   

✞   Drive-through Prayer & Communion between 5:30 and 7:00 pm (outside the sanctuary doors) 

✞   Pre-recorded worship will be available on our YouTube channel 

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 2 

✞  In-person worship in our sanctuary at 7:00 pm 

✞   Pre-recorded worship will be available on our YouTube channel 

EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 4 

✞   In-person worship in our sanctuary at 8:30 & 11:00 am 

✞  Easter egg hunt for children on the front lawn of the church 10:00 – 10:30 am 

      weather permitting – masks will be required 

✞   Pre-recorded worship will be available on our YouTube channel 

TO ATTEND ANY IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE: 

✞  You must make a reservation online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-

tickets-126314160053  You do NOT need to print out a ticket – we will check you in when you arrive. 

(If you need help with the process, please call the church office at 217-345-3917.) 

✞  Masking and physical distancing will be in place; families and “pods” may sit together 

✞  Only the sanctuary doors will be used 

✞  Bathrooms are available 

TO WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE: 

Visit our YouTube channel – https://youtube.com/charlestonwesley  

Connecting everyone to a 

growing relationship with 

God through Jesus Christ 

and His mission on earth. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunday-morning-worship-service-tickets-126314160053
https://youtube.com/charlestonwesley
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Evidence of 

Resurrection 

The resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead was 

the foundation of the 

earliest Christian preaching. Preaching that does 

not give witness to the resurrection in some form 

and measure is not, in my view, particularly 

Christian. 

 

I don’t mean to suggest that Christian preaching 

should be characterized by a constant repetition of 

the phrase, “Jesus is risen!” That sort of preaching 

would beg the question, “So, what…?” 

 

Still, our faith is rooted in the message and belief 

that God raised Jesus from the dead. It doesn’t 

matter whether we consider ourselves particularly 

liberal or conservative in our thinking or in our 

approach to Christian faith or biblical reading. Our 

faith was founded on the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 

For the year 2020, a year about which one would 

not expect to hear such good news, Wesley United 

Methodist Church reported benevolent giving of 

$81,245, slightly above the $80,448 given in 2019. 

 

The number of short-term small groups offered 

increased from 2 in 2019 to 17 in 2020 (a 750% 

increase!). The total number of Christian Formation 

Group participants increased from 297 to 492 (a 

65% increase!). 

 

Our outreach to the Charleston community 

increased significantly, primarily through the 

weekly, then monthly, Friday Donations Drop-Off 

for area helping agencies, led by our Church and 

Society Ministry Team. 

I am aware of at least four households that 

connected with Wesley Church in the twelve 

months we worshiped online only. Some of those 

folks, as well as others, have joined in our classes 

and groups that meet online. Now that we are back 

to worshiping in person, I am surprised by the 

number of new faces we are seeing! 

 

Recent comments from small group participants 

since the first of this year include, “I’ve started 

reading the Bible every day, and it’s changed my 

life!” and, “I know a lot of the Bible in my head, but 

I’m starting to know it more in my heart.” 

 

Wesley Church has four individuals exploring or 

pursuing a call to licensed or ordained ministry: 

Skyler Przygoda (a student at Vanderbilt University 

Divinity School), Kenny Smallhorn (a 2020 

University of Illinois Graduate looking ahead to 

seminary), Dustin Biggs (recently approved as a 

candidate by the Embarras River District 

Committee on Ministry and seeking licensing as a 

local pastor), and Sarah Bergin (still in the early 

stages of her discernment process). 

 

These are just a few pieces of evidence that Christ 

is not dead but rather has been raised from the 

dead. They bear witness to the core conviction of 

our faith. 

 

Where do you see evidence that Jesus Christ is 

risen from the dead? I’d love to hear about it. Give 

me a call (345-3917) or send me an email 

(tcorum@charlestonwesley.org). If we cross paths 

in person, I’d love to hear it then. 

 

May God bless us as together we walk the journey 

with Jesus from the cross to resurrection. 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:tcorum@charlestonwesley.org
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OUR APRIL MISSION: 

APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 

The monthly mission project for April 2021 will be 

ASP, Appalachia Service Project. 

Appalachia Service Project was founded in 1969 

with the mission to make homes in the Appalachian 

area warmer, safer, drier. Every year more than 

15,000 volunteers from all over the country provide 

home repairs for more than 350 families. 

This year Wesley UMC plans to send 20 individuals 

on a mission trip with ASP. While in Appalachia 

these individuals will be performing home repairs 

for individuals that live in an area which has an 

11.8% poverty level according to 2018 census data. 

They will also be building relationships with 

individuals that can last long after the mission trip is 

over. The generosity of our Wesley UMC family has 

helped the youth take this mission trip for over 20 

years. We would like to thank you for your past 

support and your continued support for the ASP 

mission trip. 

If you would like to help with the ASP Mission trip, 

please make your check to Wesley UMC with ASP in 

the memo line or visit the online giving page on our 

website: http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-

giving  

 

The Wesley UMC Missions Team thanks each of you 

for your continued support of our monthly missions 

and the love you extend to others. 

 
Due to the pandemic, our annual all-church 

rummage sale will not take place this spring. In 

previous years, your hard work and generous 

donations have funded our youth ASP mission trip. 

Our youth are still planning a mission trip this 

summer (see previous article). Thanks so much for 

your continued support of Wesley youth! 

 

God’s people have been giving since before there 

were buildings or budgets.  Generous and sacrificial 

giving is a hallmark of the church.  The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

continues through the ministry of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Your offering can be mailed to 

the office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – or you can 

give online through our website 

www.charlestonwesley.org.  Thank you!  In trying 

times, your generosity is a harbinger of 

faithfulness, love, and hope! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to 

life brought on by the pandemic? Are you or 

someone you know struggling with challenges like: 

 

• ISOLATION AND LONELINESS 

• ANXIETY OVER HEALTH     

• GRIEF DUE TO MANY DIFFERENT 

• KINDS OF LOSSES 

• FINANCIAL STRAIN OR JOB LOSS 

• UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE FUTURE 

• OTHER UNEXPECTED LIFE CHALLENGES? 

 

If so, you don't have to face it alone. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and 

provide emotional and spiritual support. A Stephen 

Minister will meet with you privately – by phone, or, 

if safely possible, in person – to offer care and 

support.  It's free and completely confidential.   

 

For more information, call Stephen leader, Ruth 

Ann Craig at 217-276-7273. 

 

 “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28               

 

 

NEWS FROM 

TROOP 141 

Alex Pearson became our first 

Eagle Scout of 2021, with 

several more troop members 

expected to achieve that rank in the next few 

months. 

And at least it wasn’t a whole year between 

meetings!  Wesley’s scouts recently held their first 

full troop gathering in 364 days.  By observing 

healthy safeguards, they have been very busy in the 

interim, with smaller group meetings and plenty of 

outings.  They took advantage of the snow to 

compete by teams at a Fox Ridge Klondike Derby, 

held two skiing trips to Paoli, Indiana, and learned 

climbing and repelling at Upper Limits in 

Bloomington.  They learned how to use GPS devices 

to find geocaches near the church and will use that 

technology to find caches hidden among the foo 

dogs at Allerton Park later this month.  This past 

weekend scouts were at a St. Louis-area camp for 

hiking and horseback riding, and a fishing campout 

is planned for April.   A first aid class was held, and 

certification in AED/CPR use will be scheduled.   And 

with scout camps reopening this summer with 50% 

capacity, individual tents, and other safeguards, we 

have 25 scouts registered and eager to go.  

 
A gift was sent to the Memorial Fund  

in memory of Betty Elliott.     

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


 

5 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A freindly reminder that anytime you are in the 

Wesley Church building – be it for a study, for 

Sunday worship, or stopping by the church office 

during the week, a face mask is required. This is for 

the safety of all in the building, and for yourself as 

well. Thanks so much for doing your part in keeping 

us compliant with our Conference’s and Wesley 

UMC’s regulations. 

 

WORSHIP HELPERS NEEDED 

Now that we are back to in-person worship, we are 

seeking folks to help usher, greet and serve as 

liturgists on Sunday mornings. These jobs are 

contactless and require masking. If you would like to 

volunteer or are interested in learning where you 

could best serve, please contact the church office at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or call us at 217-

345-3917. 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy April birthday to the following Wesley folks! 

Rick Addison    Grace Braden 

Joyce Cassell   Max Coffey   

Brenda Cooper   Terry Diss  

Savannah Esarey  Judith Feterl  

Sherry Hawker   Donna Helton 

Joyce Jackson   Mary Jorstad 

Eleanor Lawson  Kenton Macy 

Karen Maris   Rachel Mellott 

Dennis Pearson  Ruth Schmidt  

Dustha Wahls   Brendan Warren 

Betzy Elifrits Warren  Kaylee Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy April anniversary to these Wesley couples! 

Roy & Pat Meyerholtz 

Howard & Jan Eads 

Greg & Bonnie James 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
Saturday, May 15 will be our annual Change the 

World Day. Details are still being worked out, but we 

want to make sure the date is on your radar. We will 

be offering projects for the whole family this year 

and ask you to watch future Wesley 

communications for more information. We hope 

this will be our best Change the World day ever! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS 
The Wesley staff will be offering devotional videos 

each day of Holy Week and on Easter Sunday. You 

will be able to watch the videos each day from Palm 

Sunday to Easter Sunday on our website and 

Facebook page. We hope these videos enhance your 

spiritual walk during Holy Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR EARTH DAY 
We thank you, creator God, 

for the goodly heritage  

you offer us, 

from green downland 

to the deep salt seas, 

and for the abundant world 

we share with your creation. 

Keep us so mindful of its needs 

and those of all with whom we share, 

that open to your Spirit 

we may discern and practice 

all that makes for its wellbeing, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Rev. Peter Lippiett 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-

resources/prayer-index/sustainability-prayers  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/sustainability-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/sustainability-prayers
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       EASTER TULIPS & MUSIC FUND DONATIONS     

Since we are now worshiping in-person, we would like to give you the opportunity to purchase tulips to 

decorate the sanctuary for Easter morning. Tulips can be ordered for $17 each and can be given in memory or 

in honor of someone, or given as a gift to the church.  

In lieu of (or in addition to) tulips, you can make a donation to the Wesley Music Fund. Money given to Music 

Fund is used throughout the year to purchase music for our choirs, and funds other  music needs throughout 

the year. Donations to the Fund can be made in any amount, given in memory or honor of someone, or given 

as a gift to the church. Both flower and Music Fund donations will be recognized in the Easter morning 

worship bulletin.  

Please use the form below to order flowers or make a Music Fund donation. Please note that for bookkeeping 

purposes we ask that you make SEPARATE PAYMENTS for flowers and for the Music Fund. Make your 

check(s) payable to Wesley UMC with FLOWERS or MUSIC FUND written on the memo line. Please mail your 

payments to the church office at 2206 4th Street, Charleston, IL 61920. The deadline for flower orders is 

Monday, March 29. 

      EASTER TULIP ORDER        

Your name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Number of plants ordered: ____________   Amount enclosed: ______________ 

Flowers give in memory / honor of (please circle one) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if flowers are given as a gift to the church: _________ 

    MUSIC FUND DONATIONS      

Your name:____________________________________________________________________  

Amount of your donation: ____________________  

Music Fund donation given in memory / honor of (please circle one) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if your donation is given as a gift to the church: _________

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

