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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT   
NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship  

with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

ADULTS:  
THERE IS A SUNDAY 

SCHOOL CLASS  
FOR YOU! 

Are you an adult looking for a place to learn and grow? If you aren’t currently attending a Sunday School 

class, read on to find out where YOU might want to plug in! Classes meet each Sunday from 9:45 – 10:30. 

PARABLES CLASS – Room 119 (Parlor – off the Fellowship Hall)  

The Parables Class studies contemporary issues relating to religion from the FaithLink adult curriculum and 

through other study lessons from time to time.  The class began meeting well over 30 years ago and many 

members have attended since the class’ beginnings.  We take turns presenting the lessons which 

emphasize discussion.  All adults are welcome! 

FRIENDSHIP CLASS – Room 106 (located in the west hallway)  
This group of seasoned Sunday School veterans currently uses the FaithLink curriculum which connects 

Christian faith to the issues and events making headlines every day. The class also supports special projects 

and missions through a weekly offering.  

VOICES CLASS – Room 108 (Library – in the west hallway) 

This class is a multi-generational, open-minded gathering of folks who have a desire to develop and grow in 

their Christian faith by engaging and sharing in weekly class discussions.  They explore what it means to 

live a Christian life in the 21st Century by grappling with thought-provoking issues.  

 

LIVING WORD CLASS – Room 113 (off the Fellowship Hall) 

STUDY OF UNAFRAID BEGINS SEPTEMBER 15TH 

For anyone struggling with fear, worry, or anxiety, or wondering how families and communities can live as 

peacemakers in troubled times, the Living Word Sunday School Class invites all adults to its DVD study of 

Adam Hamilton's Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times. Through discussion of the 

book, the DVD, and scripture, we will learn the danger of nurturing fears and the power of facing them 

down.  Participants are encouraged to purchase the book from their favorite book distributor and to read 

Part 1 before the first session. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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A Disciple’s 
Path 

In last month’s article 

in which I packed as 

many thoughts as I 

could upon a year’s time here at Wesley, I left you 

with the assertion that “discipleship is the main 

thing.”  The church exists to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

Everything we do should flow from, and give 

support to, the mission of making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

I also shared the conviction put forth by James 

Harnish and Justin LaRosa that churches that 

desire to develop a discipleship path need to gain 

a shared definition of what it means to be a 

disciple.  Further, I asserted my own conviction 

that having a shared definition of what it means 

to be a Christian disciple could open a way for us 

to see more clearly where God is leading us as a 

congregation.   

I want to invite you to participate in what I 

believe is the next right step in developing a 

shared definition of what a Christian disciple is 

and living into that definition more fully.  A 

Disciple’s Path is a seven-week group study that 

“combines a Wesleyan understanding of our 

growth in God’s love and grace with the time-

tested practices of spiritual discipline expressed 

in the membership vows to uphold the church 

with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 

witness.”  Further, “Participants will develop 

spiritual practices, discover their unique gifts,  

and become engaged in ministry that brings 

transformation in their own lives, the lives of 

others, and the world.”   

There is a daily workbook, as well as a companion 

reader for digging deeper. 

Rather than getting bogged down in details 

about times and places and how much the 

materials will cost (all of that will come soon)  

I simply want to say that I have given much 

thought and prayer to this “next right thing to 

do.”  I have no agenda except to dig more deeply 

into what it means for us to be disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  I don’t pretend to know what the result 

will be or exactly where it will lead.   

I do hope that many of you will accept the 

invitation to participate, no matter who you are.  

Progressive or conservative or moderate (or 

uncertain as to what those words mean, for that 

matter), old or young or in the middle, new to 

Wesley Church or a long-timer, firm in faith or 

seeking or somewhere in the middle, experienced 

in attending church studies or never been to one 

in your entire life—this is for you.  As far as I am 

concerned, this is about you, and about us, and 

about the next right thing for Wesley Church. 

I hope to offer a Wednesday evening option and 

a Sunday afternoon or evening option.  If you 

think another time might work for you or for 

others, run it by me.  I expect we will begin at the 

end of September and continue through the 

middle of November. 

Keep your eye on Wesley communications for 

more information and how to sign up.  I really 

hope you’ll be there! 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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SEPTEMBER 
MISSION 
PROJECT: 
THE BABY 

FOLD 
 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated THE 

BABY FOLD as our September Mission Project.  

The Baby Fold is a multi-service, non-profit agency 

and has been serving children and families since 

1902. It currently provides services for over 1,200 

individuals every year through 12 programs across 

28 counties in Central Illinois. It specializes in 

caring for young children and youth who have 

severe emotional and behavioral disabilities. It 

also offers foster care, special needs adoption 

services, special education and early intervention 

programs and has 227 employees who work in four 

locations. 

 

The Baby Fold embodies Christian principles to 

help families and children develop the hope, 

courage, and love they need to become whole and 

healthy, and seeks to transform children’s lives 

through strong family and community 

partnerships. 

 

If you would like to help support the work The 

Baby Fold does, please make your check out to 

Wesley UMC with Baby Fold on the memo line or 

visit our website at www.charlestonwesley.org 

and click on the $ button at the bottom of the 

page. If you prefer to make a cash donation, there 

are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew 

backs.  

 

Thank you very much for your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 

CHURCH & 
SOCIETY EVENT 
SEPTEMBER 22 

To launch our church’s 

status as a Faith in Place 

“green team”, the Church 

and Society work area invites the congregation to 

a screening of Paris to Pittsburgh, on Sunday 

September 22, 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. Paris to Pittsburgh is a National Geographic 

documentary film made available to us by 

Interfaith Power and Light, which works to 

support faith communities interested in 

environmental stewardship and action. The film 

features coverage of initiatives by a variety of 

groups, community leaders and local officials to 

protect the environment and secure our children’s 

future in the face of threats such as increased 

flooding, rising sea levels, deadly heatwaves and 

uncontrolled wildfires. The film screening will 

include information on what Charleston-area 

churches are doing in environmental stewardship.  

The program also will provide the foundation for a 

follow-up forum planned for October, with the 

goal of learning from local leaders and experts 

involved in environmental programming and 

outreach. To learn more about the documentary, 

visit https://www.paristopittsburgh.com. 

                ONLINE GIVING  
           IS AVAILABLE AGAIN 
We know some of you have recently had trouble 

accessing Wesley UMC’s online giving system. We 

have been working on it and feel it is now 

functioning correctly. Please go to our website 

and give it a try! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.paristopittsburgh.com/
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WESLEY FOUNDATION  
SUNDAY SUPPERS 

The Wesley Foundation needs you! We are looking 

for help with our Sunday Supper program. Each 

Sunday at 5:30 p.m., students gather for Sunday 

Supper, then Sunday Night Stuff. Individuals and 

groups from area churches often provide these 

suppers. If you or your group from Wesley UMC 

would like to provide food or a donation toward 

the Sunday Supper program, please contact Rev. 

Betzy Elifrits Warren at betzy@eiuwesley.org. 

Thank you for all your support of EIU Wesley 

Foundation! 

MONDAY AFTERNOON  
PRAYER GROUP  

RESUMES SEPTEMBER 9 
The Wesley Prayer Group will resume meeting at 

1:00PM in the library on Monday, September 9.  

The group meets Mondays during the school 

calendar year, taking the summer months off. 

Group members engage in study and prayer, 

praying for concerns raised on the Prayer Wall and 

on the Making Connections cards from Sunday 

worship, for one another, and for our world. The 

group will resume their study of the book We 

Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. We 

will begin with section two – Alive in the Adventure 

of Jesus. If you are interested in attending, you can 

purchase the book from your favorite bookseller, 

then read the 1st chapter of the second section. 

Newcomers are always welcome – come pray with 

us! 

 

We would like to thank 

our church family at 

WUMC for all the love, 

support and guidance 

shown to Skyler while 

she was growing up in 

the congregation. 

Worship, youth groups, camps, YAR and VBS 

helped her grow in her faith. It also helped guide 

her in life. Also, thank you for welcoming Noah to 

our church family. 

They are doing well. Noah took a job with M C 

Dean as an electrical design engineer. He will be 

working on the new federal courthouse in 

Nashville. Skyler started Vanderbilt Divinity 

School on August 21. They are both very excited 

to start this new chapter in their lives. Please 

keep them in your thoughts and prayers. 

Their new address is: 

   Noah & Skyler Przygoda 

   2803 Amberwood Circle 

   Nashville, TN 37221 

Sincerely, 

Greg & Bonnie James 

    

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:betzy@eiuwesley.org
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Happy SEPTEMBER birthday  
to the following Wesley folks! 
Carol Adams    Lois Baker  

Connie Berry   Cal Campbell    

Evan Carr    Polly Claeys    

Debbie Dunning  Charles Eberly   

Delaney Goddard   Barbara Grant    

Joan Gregg    Carol Sue Hankins   

Margaret Hitchings   Greg James    

Alan Johns   Terry Kelly  

Loretta Lahr    Esther Lutz  

Gordon Monahan  Rosalee Noble   

Sonya Schuette   Sam Schuette   

Maury Shepherd   Steve Starwalt 

Doris Steinmetz   Adrianne Thornburgh 

Charles Titus   Paul Wieck    

Tory Wilson    Donna Wohlstein   

Ron Wohlstein   Betty Young 

 

 

Happy SEPTEMBER anniversary  
to the following Wesley couples! 
Dustin & Denver Biggs 

Jim & Terri Farley 

Bruce & Rachel Gubbins 

Gene & Joyce Prince 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Karen & Cleve Karch  

on the death of Karen’s father  

Robert Hieronymus on July 12, 2019;  

to Rod Symonds and his family  

on the death of his stepfather  

Richard McCausland on July 23, 2019;  

to family and friends of  

Virginia Davis who died July 30, 2019;  

and to Loretta Lahr on the death of her cousin, 

Tom Gardiner, on August 12. 

 

Gifts have been given to  

the Wesley UMC Memorial Fund  

in memory of  

Juanita Kasey  

and Virginia Davis. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Wesley Church office will be closed for 

Labor Day on Monday, September 2. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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KIDS’ SEPTEMBER     
SERVICE PROJECT 
Wesley UMC K – 6th grade 

children have decided to 

dedicate each Saturday in 

September to serving the 

Coles County Animal Shelter. The children talked 

about their passions, ways they could help the 

community, and then voted on a project they 

could all participate in. The shelter is appreciative 

& will welcome up to 5 volunteers each 

Saturday! If your children would like to participate, 

please feel free to contact our Director of 

Children's & Lay Ministry, Jessica Ulrich before 

Sunday, September 1 at 217-345-3917 or by email at  

julrich@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

CHILDREN'S COUNCIL  
MEETS SEPTEMBER 15 

Our first Children's Council Meeting will meet at 

noon in the Parlor on Sunday, September 15! If 

your child/ren would like to work together to 

discern God's work & partner with God, our 

Church, & our community, they can bring their 

enthusiasm & prayerful hearts to our first 

meeting. Children must be willing to listen & work 

well with others. 😊 Aside from that, all ages up 

through 6th grade are welcome. Lunch provided. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:julrich@charlestonwesley.org
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts – Open minds – Open doors 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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