THE WESLEY CIRCUIT – NEWS FOR OCTOBER 2019
Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship
with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth.

PLEASE CELEBRATE WITH US!
A celebration to honor Barbara Warmoth’s
retirement after 41 years of faithful service as the
Executive Director of Charleston Community Early
Learning Center is planned for October 19th, 2019
from 1pm-2:30pm at Rennels Pavilion in Morton
Park. Current and former Center families as well
as friends and community members are invited to
stop by the open house to congratulate Barbara
on her retirement and enjoy light refreshments.
There are not enough positive words to express
the impact she has had on THOUSANDS of
children who attended the Center under her
dedicated leadership. She has developed a Center
that has achieved a State rating that no other
center in the region has surpassed. Her legacy is
in the faces of those lucky children and their
appreciative parents who know that their child has
been loved, nurtured and developed into a better
person because of Barbara and her staff. Please
join us to celebrate Barbara’s love and dedication
to our children and our community!

SECOND ANNUAL
CHARLESTON HUNGER HIKE
The Second Annual Charleston Hunger Hike is set
to take place on the morning of Saturday, October
5 in Morton Park. In the upcoming weeks, Hunger
Hike walkers will seek sponsors to help support
their participation, with 75% of the funds raised
benefiting various food pantries in Charleston.
The remaining 25% will go to an international
organization—this year, the Haiti-focused Meds
and Food for Kids (mfkhaiti.org). If you interested
in representing Wesley UMC in the Hunger Hike,
you may secure a pledge packet by contacting
Rich Wandling at rich.a.wandling@gmail.com or
549-3121.

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP
Wesley Prayer Group has resumed its one-hour
weekly meeting on Mondays at 1:00 pm in the
library. This group has an open invitation to
anyone wishing to join in prayer for our church
and the specific needs and joys of our
congregation and to spend time in the study of
drawing closer to Christ through scripture and
prayer.
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Help Me
Remember
Your Name
By the time this issue
of the Wesley Circuit
lands in your inbox or
mailbox, ministry will be in full swing again here
at Wesley. Youth groups, Bible studies, small
groups, prayer groups, choirs, and children’s
ministries will be revved up and running following
the quieter schedule of summer. Alongside the
upswing in activity, worship attendance begins to
increase again. Folks who have been travelling
through the summer return to a more regular
pattern of worship. Others who have been away
for varying reasons decide it’s time to get back in
the habit. EIU students arrive on campus, and
some of them seek out a spiritual connection
here. Individuals who have moved to town walk
through our doors hoping this place might be
their church home. (If you aren’t any of these
people, imagine what might make you feel
welcome if you were.)
Already I am seeing new folks most every Sunday.
Whenever I do, I am excited at the prospect of
sharing the good news of God’s love in Jesus
Christ with them, as well as hopeful that we and
they might strengthen one another’s faith and
become partners in God’s kingdom work. (By the
way, have you met any of these new folks?)
For me, one symptom of not being thirty-five
anymore (for quite some time) is I have a harder
time remembering names. For pastors, being
good at remembering names can make up for
other deficiencies, such as an occasional bombed
sermon, forgetting to return a phone call, the
tendency to choose hymns that are too long or
dreadfully unfamiliar, or the inability to use
power tools, just to name a few. So…not only
am I trying to learn new names (and rejoicing
when I get them right the next Sunday), I’m still
putting forth my best effort to learn the names of
some of you I see on a regular basis. Add to that

the fact that I still don’t always know the
difference between a newcomer and a longtime
member I just haven’t gotten to know. Bottom
line, this is harder than it used to be.
How can you help? (I knew you’d want to know.)
Here’s what I would appreciate:
1. Wear your nametag on Sundays. If you don’t
have a nametag, request one by marking your
Making Connections card, and there should
be one for you on the rack, in alphabetical
order, the next Sunday.
2. If for some reason you elect not to do #1
above, or we meet up at a time other than
Sunday morning, and you’re not sure I know
your name, tell me. I won’t be offended. In
fact, I’ll be happy you did. (Please don’t quiz
me. That will not make me happy.)
3. If you meet a newcomer on Sunday, introduce
them to me. That will really help ease the
mental anguish of trying to figure out if I’ve
ever seen this person/these people before, if I
should already know who they are, or if they
are longtime members returning following a
forty-year absence.
4. Look at others’ nametags and call them by
name. If someone doesn’t have a nametag
and you think you don’t know them, reach out
to them and say something like, “Hi, I’m (your
name). Help me remember your name.” That
way, if you already know it, you’re safe by
admitting you’ve just forgotten it. If you’ve
never met, they’ll tell you nicely. Trust me, I
do this all the time. (By the way, why #4?
Because I expect you to want to know others,
and to be known, by name too.)
Knowing each other’s names goes a long way in
becoming friends. Becoming friends goes a long
way in being followers of Jesus together. Being
followers of Jesus together furthers God’s
kingdom work, and that’s why we’re here.
Faithfully yours,
Rev. Tom Corum
2|Page

www.charlestonwesley.org

facebook.com/charlestonwesley

OCTOBER
MISSION PROJECT:
ALAIN ROCOURT
ENDOWMENT FUND
The Missions Ministry Team has
selected the ALAIN ROCOURT
ENDOWMENT FUND for our
October project. This Endowment is in honor and
memory of Rev. Alain Rocourt, the first native
Haitian to graduate from seminary and be fully
ordained by the Methodist Church of England. It
was at his urging that the Methodist Church of
Haiti began to establish schools in 1984. For many
years, Haiti has been ranked as the poorest nation
in the Western Hemisphere. The church offers a
better future for the children of Haiti through
increasing the level of general education from 65%
of the population that is illiterate to the 42% of
school-age children who are unable to attend
school.
This Endowment exists to support about 100
Methodist schools in Haiti, training and pay for
teachers, funding for children's tuition, and
feeding pupils who would otherwise go hungry.
The church seeks to begin educating children as
early as possible, so kindergarten may begin as
early as age 3. If you would like to help children get
on with their education in Haiti, donate to the
October Mission Project and please make out your
check to Wesley UMC with Haiti Endowment on
the memo line or visit our website at
www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the $
button at the bottom of the page. If you prefer to
make a cash donation, there are blue mission
offering envelopes in the pew backs.

STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE
Jane Gilbert grew up in Charleston (a faculty brat),
attended Sunday school in the basement and the
balcony of the old Charleston Methodist Church
and graduated from TC High on the EIU campus.
She left town for college, raised a family and
taught Spanish, then returned to Charleston in
retirement and to Wesley about 12 years ago. She
has played in the bell choir, served on Staff Parish
Relations and delivers Peace Meals.
She enjoys travel, knitting, crossword puzzles and
has found memoir writing a rewarding activity in
her senior years. At home she is ruled by a cat
named Querida.
Jane has been a Stephen Minister since 2015. She
says, “I’ve never been a very warm, outgoing
person so I didn’t think Stephen Ministry was for
me. But after I started visiting a blind woman, I
discovered that sometimes just being there for
someone is more important than anything you can
say or do. Stephen Ministry has enhanced my own
life in ways I can’t even describe, but if you ask me
about it, I’m willing to try.”

A gift has been given
to the Memorial Fund
in memory of
Herman Taylor.

Thank you very much for your support.
The Missions Ministry Team
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WELCOME OUR NEW
NURSERY ASSOCIATE
YOU’RE INVITED!
The EIU Wesley Foundation is celebrating 60 years
of ministry, and we want everyone to join in the
party! We’ll have an Open House Friday, October
25, 7-9 p.m. at the Foundation; a Tailgate tent
outside O’Brien Field, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., on Saturday,
October 26; and a Celebration Banquet in the
Fellowship Hall at Wesley UMC on Saturday,
October 26, 6-9 p.m. All events are free and open
to everyone who wants to celebrate with us.
We
encourage
you
to
RSVP
online
at https://eiuwf60thanniversary.eventbrite.com,
or look for the postcards and RSVP cards on tables
around Wesley UMC. Thanks for being part of the
EIU Wesley Foundation family!

SCOUT NEWS
The troop held a blood
drive at St. Charles and
are
planning
a
November collection
for
the
Food
Pantry. Scouts power
washed the fire pit
patio and painted the recycling bin and fence by
the church garage. The bin is for weekly cardboard
and paper pickup by CCAR. Now is a great time to
become a Scout. Troop 141 welcomes boys who
have completed fifth grade or are at least 11, and
under 18. Cub Scout Pack 41, chartered to St.
Charles Catholic Church, is for boys and girls from
Kindergarten
through
fifth
grade.

Hello Everyone,
My name is Allison and I am the
new Nursery Coordinator. I am
originally from a small town
called Atlanta (in Illinois), but
have been in Charleston for the past 4 years. I
completed my undergraduate coursework at EIU
and earned degrees in Communication Disorders as
well as Family Services. I decided to continue my
education here as I study to become SpeechLanguage pathologist. I grew up attending a
Methodist Church, so I am grateful to have the
opportunity to now work at one. I want to thank
those I have already met for making me feel
welcomed and I look forward to getting to know
everyone during my time here. Also, if anyone is
interested in working in the nursery or being a
substitute please let me know.
Best,
Allison Schuette

Our sympathy is expressed to
Vivian Taylor and her family
on the passing of
Herman D. Taylor
on August 27,
and to the family of
Carol Winkleblack
who died September 15.
4|Page

www.charlestonwesley.org

facebook.com/charlestonwesley

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
AND ANNIVERSARIES

Happy OCTOBER birthday
to the following Wesley folks!
Blake Bonnstetter
Kim Coffey
Donna Hudson
Julie Krietemeier
Sharon Lauer
Stan McMorris
Shirley Nees
Joanne Roach
Edith Terwilliger
Michele Van Hise
Eric Wahls
Mackenzie Williams
Jone Zieren

Nick Braden
Mark Esarey
Mark Hudson
JoDe Lanman
James Louthan
Nancy Monahan
Mary Lou Replogle
Mitch Starwalt
John Terwilliger
Jeb Vanatta
Benjamin Warren
Kay Young
Mike Zuber

CHILDREN’S
SEPTEMBER
SERVICE
SATURDAYS
During the month of
September, some
of Wesley’s children
gathered on Saturday mornings to
serve Coles County
and the Charleston community—to love their
neighbors. They volunteered at the Coles County
Animal Shelter and picked up trash at 3 local parks.
Thank you to those volunteers who were able to
join the fun. We appreciate you!

PLEASE LET US
KNOW OF
HOSPITALIZATIONS
Happy OCTOBER anniversary
to the following Wesley couples!
Dave & Karen Clausing
Frank & Janet Fraembs
Butch & Linda Hackett
Richard & Judy Jewell
Chris & Cathy Matheny

If you or a loved one go into
the hospital, please contact the church office so
that a pastor can visit you. Because of patient
privacy laws, hospitals do not always notify us
when a Wesley member is admitted. If you are
going to have surgery, let us know that ahead of
time as well. We want to be able to support and
pray for you!
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SMALL GROUPS ARE

FORMING

If you'd like to be a part of a small community of
faith, you can learn more about small group
offerings by reading
the
informational
booklet found at the
Information Center in
the sanctuary hallway
which includes next
steps. New groups
will begin in October. All are welcome – no matter
age, faith journey, or gender.

On Sunday, November 3rd we will observe All
Saints Sunday. This is the day we remember
Wesley members and loved ones who have passed
since All Saints Sunday of 2018. If you would like to
contribute the name of a family member or friend,
please email Elizabeth Halbe in the church office at
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or call the
office at 217-345-3917. Names of loved ones will be
listed in a bulletin insert; those who were Wesley
members will be remembered during worship
services that morning.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WESLEY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
2206 4TH Street,
Charleston, IL
Phone: 217-345-3917
www.charlestonwesley.org
Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley

Our Sunday Schedule:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
A Time of Fellowship
takes place at 9:30AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM
Open hearts, open minds, open doors.
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