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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT  
NEWS FOR JUNE 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
FOR THIS SUMMER’S  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 
ATHENS: PAUL’S 

DANGEROUS JOURNEY  

TO SHARE THE TRUTH  

Mark your calendars and save the dates! July 

7-July 11 from 6:00-8:00 pm is VBS! Together, we will explore the city of Athens, visit the shops, compete in 

Olympic games, and hear from Paul himself about what kind of Kingdom is possible in Christ Jesus! Our lives 

and the lives of the children of Charleston can be changed by the Truth this summer. Are you willing to offer 

your gifts and passions during the week? We need Oikos (small group) leaders and Jr. Leaders, Celebration 

Leaders, Shopkeepers, nursery volunteers, Paul & Dionysius actors, volunteer meal providers, kitchen help, 

set up and tear down help, Sunday cook-out volunteers and MORE! There is a place for you to serve! Check 

out the Children's Ministry VBS Volunteer Board just outside the Wesley Parlor to learn more and sign up 

where you can help!  You can also register your kids and grandkids by picking up a registration sheet at the 

Children’s Ministry Board or online at https://vbspro.events/p/events/91ea01. Help us plan our week by 

registering soon! 

 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN OUR NURSERY IMMEDIATELY   

The Wesley UMC nursery is in need of short-term 

workers.  Hours are 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on 

Sundays.  Workers will be paid and must have a current 

background check. Two workers per Sunday are ideal.  Sign up 

for one or more Sundays at the Information Center or contact 

Pastor Tom if you have questions.  Our current nursery 

employees will not be returning to those positions in the fall, so 

watch for an advertisement soon, and contact Dennis Pearson, 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair, or Pastor Tom if you or someone you know may be interested. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://vbspro.events/p/events/91ea01
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“She Was a 
Good Dog” 

Some of you know 
that we had our 
fifteen-year-old dog, 
Chloe, put to sleep 

in early May.  If you ever have made such a 
decision about a pet, you know how difficult and 
heartbreaking it can be.  Yet, given her seriously 
compromised health, her inability to experience 
true joy any longer, and the months of 
conversation we had as a family, we are 
confident we made the right decision by giving 
her the gift of a gentle death, just as she gave us 
the gift of a joyful life. 
 
Chloe was the first indoor dog I ever had.  She 
also is the pet I have had for the longest time, at 
least so far.  She joined our family as a puppy 
when our son Ben was going on two years old.  
We weren’t really thinking about all the 
implications of a puppy and a two-year-old at the 
time.  I only remember being asked by Stephanie, 
“Do you want a dog or an exchange student?” 
and with all due appreciation for exchange 
students I said, “Let’s get a dog.” 
 
She was not the most obedient dog in the world.  
As a puppy and a young dog, she was fond of 
getting out the door any chance she got and 
running away, sometimes to certain predictable 
places.  I’m pretty sure that was all just a game to 
her, because she was very loyal to her family, as 
dogs typically are. 
 
She wasn’t fond of being picked up, but she was 
always ready to go outside up until not many 
months ago.  In fact, I used to say, “The one 
command she’ll obey is, ‘Chloe, let’s go outside!’”  
She loved a good walk.  She could walk, and walk, 
and walk, and walk.  Some of my most precious 
memories of her will continue to be our evening 
walks, which probably made me a better pastor 
and may have saved a few people’s lives. 

Chloe loved people, and she loved being around 
other dogs.  She seldom met a person or a dog 
(of any size) she didn’t like, and at 15-20 pounds 
for most of her life, she seemed to think she was 
a much bigger dog than she was. 
 
One thing you learn from a dog is forgiveness.  Or 
better stated, being forgiven.  One of the last 
things I thanked her for, with tears, was all the 
times I was unduly harsh or upset with her and 
she forgave me.  That’s what dogs do.  It’s part of 
love.  Dogs love.   
 
Dogs also teach you about love.  No matter what 
(except for periodic brief moments), I would say, 
“She’s a good dog.”  And I meant that.  I don’t 
remember exactly when it was that I figured out 
that didn’t mean she was always obedient or 
exemplary in her behavior, by any stretch.  It 
really meant she was loved.  And she was ours.  
That’s why she was a good dog. 
 
I think that’s how it is with God.  God forgives all 
our harshness and self-centeredness, because 
that’s who God is.  And we are good, not because 
we get it right all the time or can win any awards 
for good behavior, but because we are loved, and 
we are God’s. 
 
Thank you, Chloe dog.  And thank you, God. 
 
Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

 

 
Did you miss a Sunday service, or would like to 
watch one again? Find us on YouTube! Services 
are uploaded weekly. You can share them with 
friends, too! Find us at Charleston Wesley UMC. 
Subscribe and you’ll never miss a service again 
even if you can’t attend in person. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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WEAR RED ON  
PENTECOST SUNDAY! 

Join us for Pentecost on Sunday, June 9. 

Celebrated on the fiftieth day after Easter, 

Pentecost is the day on which the Christian church 

commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 

the apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It 

marks the beginning of the Christian church and 

the proclamation of its message throughout the 

world. Congregations often decorate with the 

colors of fire and symbols of the Holy Spirit, such 

as flames, doves or water. We encourage you to 

wear something RED (hey, your Change the World 

T-shirt is red!) and join us for cake in the Fellowship 

Hall between services as we celebrate the birthday 

of the church. 

JUNE MISSION 
PROJECT: 

UMCOR’S SOLAR 
EFFORT IN 

AFRICA 
The Missions Ministry 

Team has selected an UMCOR (United Methodist 

Committee on Relief) international project that 

provides Renewable Energy Access grants as the 

June mission project.  For example, in Africa, 

about 1.3 billion people lack reliable access to 

electricity which means turning to kerosene 

lanterns and diesel generators to provide light and 

energy. The majority of people live in rural areas 

where the traditional electrical grids are not cost-

effective, but renewable energy technology now 

makes it possible to produce clean electricity, 

even in extremely remote locations. 

The first two projects of the Renewable Energy 

Access grant program in Africa will improve 

energy access in Tanzania and Liberia. In Tanzania, 

the Solar Sister program offers women economic 

opportunity, training, technology and support to 

distribute clean energy to communities and will 

equip 100 women to launch solar businesses. In 

Liberia, an UMCOR grant was provided to the 

Gbarnga School of Theology campus with a 25-

kilowatt solar array and backup battery system. 

 

If you would like to help with this effort, please 

make your check to Wesley UMC with Energy 

Access on the memo line or visit our church 

website at www.charlestonwesley.org and click 

on the $ button at the bottom of the page. If you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission offering envelopes in the pew backs. 

Thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SUMMER 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Our summer music season has started.  If you 

have a song or musical selection you would 

like to share in worship, please let us know. 

You can call the office or email 

wesleyumc@gmail.com or visit the sign-up 

sheet at the Information Center in the 

sanctuary hallway. The Second Sunday Singers 

will provide an anthem at the 8:30 service June 

9th, July 14th, and August 11th, so plan 

accordingly! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:wesleyumc@gmail.com
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Happy JUNE birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Rosalie Addison   Carolyn Adkins  

Jayne Bardsley   Dorothy Bennett  

Jerri Biggs    Mark Bonnstetter  

Eva Carrell    Jim Dietz  

Michele Diss    Dale Downs  

Jan Eads    Howard Eads  

June Giffin    Tina Green  

Lois Hockman   John Kramer  

Cheryl Lair    Edward Marlow  

Nate Matheny   Drew Matheny  

Alex Matheny   Logan Mellott  

Conner Mellott   Peg Pierson  

Joyce Prince    Foster Rinefort  

Doyle Roach    Ann Sidwell  

Danner Van Hise   Mark Van Hise  

Rich Wandling   Donna Wieck  

James Williams  Verna Wilson 

 

 

 

Happy JUNE anniversary  

to the following Wesley couples! 

Wendell & Carol Adams 

Mark & Lori Bonnstetter 

Gary & Sharon Brinkmeyer 

Cal & Betty Campbell 

Mike & Debbie Dunning 

Mel & Erin Fleming 

Lowell & Judy Gillespie 

Rick & Kathy Hampton 

Steve & Carla Honselman 

Dick & Kathy Hummel 

Kenton & Dorothy Macy 

Monte & Linda Nugent 

Dennis & Rita Pearson 

Clinton & Jean Replogle 

Foster & Jean Rinefort 

Dick & Lucy Stark 

Sam & Mary Ann Tabler 

Brock Warren & Betzy Elifrits-Warren 

Steve & Jolene Whitley 

 

Jean and Foster Rinefort are celebrating their  

25th wedding anniversary on Tuesday, June 11  

and invite everyone to celebrate with them 

during fellowship time on Sunday, June 9.  

We hope you will stop by, have some cake and 

wish them Happy Anniversary! 

YOU DID WHAT  
AT CHURCH CAMP?! 

Think you’ve done 

everything? Then think 

again! Every day brings 

new opportunities to 

kayak, zip-line, sleep in 

a hammock, ride horses, participate in sports, and 

more! Look at the Camp Guide and see which 

camp interests you. Wesley wants you to have a 

spirit-filled, life-changing week, and will help with 

half your expenses up to $325.00. Check the 

camping website - https://www.igrc.org/camping 

or pick up a guide at the Information Center. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


 

5 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

STEPHEN MINSTER PROFILE 

Stephen Minister Adina Stewart may not be a familiar 

name to many of the Wesley family, but we know her 

as the daughter of Don and Jayne Bardsley and 

granddaughter of the late, much-loved Caroline 

Christian.  Adina was born in Massachusetts but moved 

here at age three when her father was transferred to 

Charleston and went through the local schools.  She is 

a busy woman with five children and a part-time job as 

an in-home caregiver. In her little free time, the loves 

to read and listen to all kinds of music. 

Adina grew up at Wesley Church where she sang in the 

choir and helped in many areas of children’s ministry, 

including the education committee and VBS.  She now 

attends the East Harrison Street Church with her young 

family but comes back to Wesley for special occasions 

and “whenever my girls ask to go to grandma’s 

church.”  

Adina has a heart for helping people and loves that she 

can do that through Stephen Ministry. She says, “When 

someone is going through a stressful or overwhelming 

period in life, having that listening ear – private and 

confidential – can be such a blessing.”   

SCOUTING NEWS 

Spring has been busy for 

Troop 141 scouts, with service 

projects at the Food Pantry 

and The Haven, fishing and 

kayaking on Lake Charleston, 

and camping at Wolf Creek 

and Lincoln Trail State Parks. On Memorial Day they 

hung the flags on Lincoln Avenue, provided the buglers 

at the VFW’s Roselawn ceremony, and were the gun 

crew for the noon 21 rounds fired at Mound 

Cemetery, they cleaned O’Brien Stadium on the six 

days of the high school state track meets, which helps 

fund the cost of scouting opportunities. This summer 

that includes one of our scouts on a nine-day trek at 

Philmont Scout Reservation in New Mexico, and five 

spending a week at Swift High Adventure Base in 

Missouri. Another five will be among those from 133 

countries attending the World Scout Jamboree in West 

Virginia, and 28 troop members will attend our local 

scout camp near Pana.  

We are still collecting plastic container lids and bottle 

caps (they can be left in the scout room), but the 

company that makes park benches from them, while 

still taking pill bottle caps, will no longer accept the pill 

containers.  

Congratulations to the 11 Confirmands who joined 

Wesley UMC on Sunday, May 12, 2019! 

✞  Sarah Elizabeth Bergin 

✞  Emma Jane Bickford 

✞ Genavieve Marie Braden 

✞  Makayla Lynn Brawner  

✞  Michael James Alan Fleming 

✞  Delaney Anne Goddard 

✞  Max David Hutti 

✞  Ellie Marie Jacobs 

✞ Andrew James Pearson 

✞  Jeb Kenison Vanatta 

✞  Mackenzie Elizabeth Williams 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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A SPECIAL THANKS FOR CHANGE THE WORLD WEEKEND! 
Jesus calls each of us to love God and love and serve others in His name. 

The Church & Society Work Area wishes to thank all the Wesley members 

who helped with Change the World Weekend on Saturday & Sunday, May 

18-19.  It was a great example of the spirit of volunteerism and 

commitment to service present in our congregation.  With almost 100 

volunteers stepping forward to serve, we had impacts both at the 

congregational level and the broader Coles County area.  

 

The Helping Hands Ministry volunteers did yard and house projects at the homes of 10 church members, 

doing work such as cleaning gutters, washing windows and trimming bushes. The Rice and Beans 

packaging event transformed 1,300 pounds of bulk rice and 50 pounds of beans into a yield of 44 boxes, 

with each box containing 16 vacuum-sealed bags of food.  They then were distributed to area food 

pantries—e.g., Mattoon Food Center, Catholic Charities and Standing Stone.  Volunteers at the Haven 

(formerly PADS) prepared and served lunch for 25 people.  A visitation project had volunteers taking cards 

and special gifts to church members who are homebound or residents of care facilities.  A children’s-

centered project included teaching about pollinators and planting pollinator flowers in three areas of the 

church, eating fruits which rely on pollinators, and making pollinator sipping stations to take home.  The 

culminating celebration cookout/potluck on Sunday would not have been a success without the help and 

contributions so evident among our Wesley community. 

 

To everyone who helped with these caring projects, whether through work or prayer for their success, we 

offer you our profound thanks!  You have, indeed, changed the world!  May God bless and keep you for the 

service you give to others in need! (Check our Facebook page for loads of Change the World pictures!) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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