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WESLEY UMC NEWS FOR JUNE, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 
Wilderness Escape   July 18-22   6:00-8:00pm 

 

In just a few weeks, we’re escaping with the Israelites as they leave Egypt! We need YOU to come 

along! Due to the pandemic last summer, our kids were not able to experience the traditional 

Vacation Bible School. It’s all the more important that our church is able to step up & lead our kids 

in this exciting way this year! We really need YOU to help spread God’s hope. God will lead us 

through this wilderness together. VBS only happens when the church is “all in.” Will you be “all in” 

with us? 

 

There are plenty of ways to serve--from drama team and group leaders to crafts and games and 

more! To sign up to help, contact Jessica Hall email julrich@charlestonwesley.org, text 

815.419.5183 or check the VBS volunteer sign up table in the hallway at church. We will have a 

volunteer meeting on June 13th at 10:45am to go over the details of each volunteer opportunity & 

dream together what this summer’s VBS really can be! 

 

Kids entering K-6th grades can register before July 10 by mail or online at 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/charlestonwesleyvbs2021 

The mission of 

 the United Methodist Church  

is to make disciples  

for the transformation  

of the world. 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
mailto:julrich@charlestonwesley.org
https://vbspro.events/p/events/charlestonwesleyvbs2021
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Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes… 

I left you at the 

conclusion of my May 

Wesley Circuit article 

with a reminder of 

God’s faithfulness in 

every season. “This is 

the good news we 

share with one another,” I wrote, “no matter what 

the times. It is the foundation of our shared life of 

faithfulness and love. May we be awakened to 

God’s presence in all our seasons and transitions.” 

Those words seem every bit as relevant to our life 

together in Wesley United Methodist Church as 

we move toward summer days. 

For over ten years, Harry Tingley was our organist, 

friend, and fellow pilgrim on the path of Christian 

faith. The announcement of his retirement 

effective Easter Sunday brought a mixture of 

sadness and wishes for blessings and good things 

in the years to come. We love Harry, and we are so 

grateful for his wonderful spirit, his skill, and his 

faithful service to Wesley. 

For over twenty-one years, Rosalie Addison has 

served on the Wesley staff, most recently in the 

role of Coordinator of Communications. Her many 

skills and strong commitment to the ministry of 

Wesley Church, as well as her faith and friendship, 

have blessed all of us and enhanced our work for 

God’s kingdom. As she enters retirement, we also 

express our sadness and our love for Rosalie. We 

wish her many blessings and we are glad that she 

and Rick will continue to be an active part of our 

Wesley family. 

Jessica Hall and I have shared the role of 

“newbies” to Wesley since we both arrived in July 

of 2018. Jessica has blessed our ministry to and 

with children and families, as well as the entirety 

of our ministry, in her role as Director of Children’s 

and Lay Ministry. She has helped us build on 

strengths and forge new territory. We love her, 

and we will miss her when she leaves the Wesley 

staff later this summer. 

On the “hello” side, we are delighted to welcome 

Ethan Hayward as our new organist and 

accompanist. Ethan brings a depth of skill and a 

delightful spirit that I am confident will lend 

themselves to the continuation of excellence from 

the organ that has enhanced our worship in the 

past. 

As I write, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee is 

interviewing candidates for the position of 

Coordinator of Communications, which we hope 

to fill in a timely fashion for a smooth transition. As 

we move into summer, the S-PRC will work to 

secure staff to fill the leadership needs resulting 

from Jessica’s departure. 

Transitions such as these are often challenging to 

our spirits. It’s not easy letting go of people we 

love and appreciate, even when we welcome new 

people in their place. Changes of this nature add 

to the vulnerability we already feel in these 

unstable times. 

I want to remind you that God is still empowering 

and sending us to build up God’s kingdom in 

Charleston and in the world. Our work and calling 

have not changed. I also want to assure you that 

the Holy Spirit both comforts us in our anxiety and 

empowers us to move forward with confidence 

and faith as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Finally, I invite you to join me in prayer for Wesley 

Church, for those who have served us so well, and 

for God’s providence and wisdom as we discern 

and welcome new members of our staff.   

Again, may we be awakened to God’s presence  

in all our seasons and transitions.       

 

Faithfully Yours,  

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
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JUNE MISSION PROJECT:  

CUNNINGHAM  

CHILDREN’S HOME 

The mission selected by the Wesley Missions 

Ministry Team for June is the Cunningham 

Children’s Home in Urbana. The Cunningham 

Children’s Home is a mission and ministry of the 

United Methodist Women of the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference. At Cunningham Children’s 

Home, a community converges to give hope to 

those who need it most—youth who suffer from 

serious emotional and behavioral challenges that 

have been caused by abuse, neglect, mental illness 

and more. Through many and varied services, 

Cunningham provides expert care to help kids 

learn positive coping and behavioral skills, to 

achieve realistic academic goals and to develop 

life skills necessary for success in life. 

In alignment with their vision to see every child 

thrive, Cunningham is now delivering services to a 

new population of children through a program 

called Caminos. “Caminos” is the Spanish word for 

“journey.” It speaks of the month-long hazardous 

journey young and vulnerable immigrant children 

have made from their home countries in the face 

of exploitation, abuse, and human traffickers. The 

goal of this program is for Cunningham to serve as 

an initial placement facility for these 

unaccompanied children who have recently 

migrated to the United States, until they can be 

safely and securely reunified with family members 

in the U.S. or placed with a vetted sponsor family. 

While at Cunningham, they are provided a wide 

range of culturally responsive services, in addition 

to residential shelter and educational services. 

Money donated to this project will go towards a 

fund that will enable CCH to provide the youth in 

their care with basic clothing necessities, 

toiletries, and games. 

If you would like to help support the work of the 

Cunningham Children’s Home, please make your 

check out to Wesley UMC with Cunningham on the 

memo line and mail it to the church or deposit it in 

the donation basket in the sanctuary.  

To give online, please visit our website giving 

page, http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-

giving  The Wesley UMC Missions Team thanks you 

for your continued support of our monthly 

missions, and the love you extend to others. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

MEMORIAL 

DAY  

SUNDAY 

WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

Many of us have 

experienced the loss of loved ones during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Delayed services, no services, 

or the inability to travel to services left us with the 

burden of isolation and extended grief, regardless 

of the cause of death.  We also have lost members 

of Wesley UMC without the ability to gather to 

mourn and celebrate their lives together. On the 

Sunday of Memorial Day weekend (May 30), both 

our 8:30 and 11:00 worship services will be a time 

to remember those we have lost during the 

pandemic, to acknowledge the heaviness of our 

grief, and to remember and celebrate the gospel 

in the face of death and loss.  The sermon for the 

day, “Lifted Up,” will be based on Romans 8:12-17 

and John 3:1-17. We do hope you will join us. 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
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 JOIN THE WUMC HAVEN 
VOLUNTEERS TEAM! 

The Haven, the local 

homeless shelter 

located in Mattoon, 

is seeking groups to 

take responsibility 

for a meal 

preparation & serving slot during one weekend 

each month. Wesley Church earlier had formed a 

team of volunteers for that purpose, but the 

pandemic unfortunately led to its suspension by 

Summer 2020. If you are interested in being part 

of the revitalized Haven Wesley Volunteers Team, 

a sign-up form will be available outside of the 

Sanctuary through the end of May.  

For more information or any questions, please 

contact Rich Wandling at 217-549-3121 or 

rich.a.wandling@gmail.com. Once we have our 

team formed, we will work with the Haven’s 

Volunteers Coordinator on preparations for a 

weekend meal slot and develop our rotation of 

volunteers for the meals. 

Wesley UMC 
Invites YOU to 

“Adopt a  
Church Garden” 

Wesley Church is a BIG 

building with LOTS of 

grounds! We invite and 

encourage individuals, 

families, and groups to adopt a garden space this 

summer!  

The 5 garden spaces that need tending are: 

1. The space around the entrance sign 

2. The raised brick flower box at the NW 

entrance 

3. Outside the west end of the fellowship   

hall. 

4. The interior courtyard 

5. A small space SW of the sanctuary doors.  

  

All of these spaces have plants started in 

them.  They would need to be weeded and have 

additional flowers planted.  Karen Karch, our 

Grounds Trustee, is willing to assist with supplies, 

watering, and suggestions. If you are interested, 

please email Karen at kshkarch@gmail.com. 

Happy gardening! 

 

CUSTODIAL POSITIONS OPEN 

POSITION ONE: SPRC is looking for substitute 

custodians here at Wesley. If you have some spare 

time and are willing to work on an “as needed” 

basis, we are interested in adding you to our list! 

Requirements include, but are not limited to, 18 

years of age and the ability to work independently 

in a physically challenging environment. This 

position pays $11 per hour and provides no 

benefits.  Most of the custodial shifts are for a  

3-hour time period. If interested, please send a 

letter of interest, highlighting your qualifications 

and contact information to: Sharon Brinkmeyer, 

sbrinkme@mchsi.com, by June 1. 

POSITION TWO: Wesley Staff Parish Relations is 

seeking a regular part time weekend custodian. 

This weekend custodian maintains and sanitizes 

the church facilities in preparation for Sunday 

worship services. It is important for the weekend 

custodian to be careful and thorough in cleaning 

and tidying the premises. The weekend custodian 

works 3 hours on Saturday and 3 hours Sunday. 

Potential start date is June 1, 2021. Part time hourly 

pay is $11.00 per hour. A detailed job description 

can be found on Indeed.com. Send letter of 

interest and summary of experience to 

charlestonwesleyspc@gmail.com. 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
mailto:rich.a.wandling@gmail.com
mailto:kshkarch@gmail.com
mailto:sbrinkme@mchsi.com
mailto:charlestonwesleyspc@gmail.com
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Happy June 

birthday to the 

following Wesley 

folks! 

Rosalie Addison   Carolyn Adkins 

Jayne Bardsley   Dorothy Bennett  

Jerri Biggs   Mark Bonnstetter  

Jim Dietz   Michele Diss 

Dale Downs   Howard Eads 

Jan Eads   June Giffin 

Tina Green   John Kramer  

Cheryl Lair   Ed Marlow  

Alex Matheny   Drew Matheny 

Nate Matheny  Conner Mellott 

Logan Mellott   Peg Pierson 

Joyce Prince   Foster Rinefort 

Doyle Roach   Ann Sidwell  

Danner Van Hise  Mark Van Hise 

Rich Wandling  Donna Wieck   

Happy June 

anniversary 

to the 

following 

Wesley couples! 

Wendell & Carol Adams   

Mark & Lori Bonnstetter 

Gary & Sharon Brinkmeyer 

Cal & Betty Campbell 

Mike & Debbie Dunning 

Mel & Erin Fleming 

Dennis & Nancy Grant 

Rick & Kathy Hampton 

Steve & Carla Honselman 

Dick & Kathy Hummel 

Darrell & Marie King 

Kenton & Dorothy Macy 

Ed & Nancy Marlow 

Monte & Linda Nugent 

Dennis & Rita Pearson 

Clinton & Jean Replogle 

Foster & Jean Rinefort 

Dick & Lucy Stark 

Doug & Jane Venatta 

Brock Warren & Betzy Elifrits Warren 

John & Mary White 

Steve & Jolene Whitley 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts have been given to the  
Memorial Fund in memory of  

Wilma Richie  
and  

David A. Swickard. 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
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Congratulations to our 2021 

Confirmands who were confirmed during 

worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 23! 

Lois Ann Baker 
Luke Andrew Bonnstetter 

Taryn Grace Cole 
Daniel Fagaly 

Nicholas David Kramer 
Jillian Nicole Symonds 

Danner Elwood Van Hise 

NEWS 

FROM 

TROOP 141 

Since Alex Pearson 

became an Eagle in 

March, three more Troop 141 scouts, Ryan Rainey, 

Kurt Seaton, and Benjamin Tolppanen, have 

achieved scouting’s highest rank. For their 

leadership projects, Ryan led a team building a 

bridge on a trail at Douglas-Hart, Benjamin’s team 

build two fish habitats for Lake Charleston (the 

contraptions seen by the church’s main entrance), 

and Kurt’s project resulted in the refurbishment of 

160 Lincoln Avenue flag brackets.  

On Memorial Day, Wesley’s scouts will display 

flags from those reinstalled brackets. We 

encourage the congregation to join with us in 

attending the VFW’s 10:00a.m. ceremony at 

Roselawn Cemetery. The troop’s annual minute 

gun firing will be at Roselawn’s central flagpole at 

noon.  

The troop, which has resumed in-person meetings, 

took advantage of Monday’s nice weather to 

kayak and canoe on the campus pond, practicing 

their skills for a May 29 trip down the Embarrass to 

Ryan Bridge.   

While a dozen of our scouts were enjoying an April 

fishing weekend at the BSA camp near Pana, 

Senior Patrol Leader Luca Carcasi and Troop Guide 

John Peterson, were paddling across Little Grassy 

Lake in pre-dawn darkness, hiking 30 miles with 

full packs, and rappelling from an 80-foot cliff 

during the rugged ‘Last Scouts Standing’ 

competition in the Panther Den Wilderness area of 

the Shawnee National Forest.   

Donations of aluminum cans to help fund the 

troop are much appreciated (we took 258 pounds 

of them for recycling last week).  Bags of cans can 

be left by the church garage.  However, we are no 

longer collecting plastic lids and caps to be molded 

into benches, having ordered the last two that we 

planned for the church. If you’ve gotten into the 

cap collecting habit, the LIFE Academy, 1617 

Lakeland Blvd in Mattoon, would like to have 

them. 

           STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Life is slowly getting back to normal. But the 

effects of the events of this past year linger on. 

Are you or someone you know struggling with life 

challenges? If so, you don’t have to face it alone. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual 

support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you 

privately—by phone, by video chat, or, if safely 

possible, in person—to offer care and support. 

It’s free and completely confidential. For more 

information, call Stephen Leader, Ruth Ann Craig 

at 217-276-7273. 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
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                        THIS SUMMER IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY! 

This summer is packed with all sorts of fun activities for children & families! Check out our summer 

calendar & be sure to save those dates! If you’d like to help organize & or join our events, feel free to 

contact Jessica Hall at julrich@charlestonwesley.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/
mailto:julrich@charlestonwesley.org
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SUMMER WORSHIP & SUNDAY 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE BEGINS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6 

Beginning Sunday, June 6, we will have one 

Sunday morning worship service at 9:30am. 

Sunday School for kids, youth, and those adult 

classes which choose to meet will take place at 

10:45.  

And a note about signing in for worship - when you 

arrive for worship, please stop at one of the tables 

just outside the sanctuary and sign your name, 

how many are in your party, and your contact 

information (a phone number or email address). 

No need to fill out a Making Connections card. 

Making Connection cards will soon return to the 

pew backs for those who would like to leave 

comments, a change of address, or prayer 

requests. 

 

Congratulations to Rick & Kathy Hampton 
on the birth of their granddaughter, 

Charlotte Emerson Hampton,  
born to their  

son Drew and his wife Laurel  
on May 18, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to bring you up to date on our Covid-19 

protocols following the Administrative Council 

meeting of May 20. 

  

1. Masks and physical distancing will 

continue at least through the Bridge 

Phase. 

2. We should need no restrictions on the 

number of people in any worship service, 

since we now can have 60% of our 

sanctuary capacity. 

3. On Monday, May 24, we returned to pre-

Covid procedures regarding building 

locking and unlocking.  This includes 

exterior doors and the church office.  All 

rooms are now available to use. We will 

continue to require reservations to use 

any room. 

4. Children’s and Youth Sunday School will 

resume in-person. 

5. The Trustees will continue to direct our 

custodial staff regarding sanitizing 

procedures. 

6. We will continue our policy of no indoor 

meals. 

7. Our vehicle use policy will remain as 

approved by the Administrative Council 

last fall. 

  

We all realize and hope we are headed to Phase 5 

soon at which time we will consider further 

adjustments to our protocols. 

 
Grace and peace, 

Congratulations! 

http://www.charlestonwesleyumc.org/

