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THE WESLEY UMC CIRCUIT FOR JUNE, 2020

OUR JUNE MISSION PROJECT: 

LESSIE BATES DAVIS  

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

“Caring for all, one family at a time.” 

We would like to present a need that isn’t next door, but is definitely 

in our area!  The Missions Ministry team would like to present 

the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House (LBDNH) for our mission 

in June.  The LBDNH is a United Methodist mission dedicated to 

improving the quality of life for residents of ALL ages in the East St. Louis area.  Here are some of their areas of 

outreach: 

1. Quality early childhood development services, 

2. Comprehensive youth services, 

3. Individual and family support services, 

4. Services to older adults, 

5. Housing & economic development – aimed at keeping families out of poverty. 

This mission is long standing, having begun in the early 1900’s, and by 1914 providing weekly church services, 

and daycare for working moms. By 1940 a new facility was spearheaded by Lessie Bates Davis. The mission has 

only grown until the present day providing many services such as daycare (children and adult), emergency 

services, community outreach, youth outreach and family support and preservation. Recent developments 

have placed dire financial strains on this institution, while the demand for services has expanded. Your 

financial support will help sustain the mission of serving people in need in the East St. Lois area. 

  

If you feel the call to support this important mission, please make your check out 

to Wesley UMC with Lessie Bates Davis on the memo line, or go to our website, 

www.charlestonwesley.org and choose “online giving” from the menu.  

 

Thanks so much for your continued support, 

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team 

 

Connecting everyone to a 

growing relationship with 

God through Jesus Christ 

and His mission on earth. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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June, She’ll Change Her Tune 
Several days ago, 

while I was sitting at 

home thinking about 

something else, 

maybe not much of 

anything, which is the 

time I often begin to 

think of things I’m not trying to think about, I 

began to think about the June newsletter.  “What 

am I going to write for June?” I had been thinking 

to myself, though I wasn’t trying to think about it 

just then. 

 Over most of these last ten weeks, I have 

had something to share in this weekly newsletter.  

Knowing that what you have in front of you now 

would serve as both the weekly and the June 

monthly editions, I figured this was no time to be a 

slacker. 

 So, there in the chair, thinking about 

something I wasn’t trying to think about, I began to 

say to myself, “June, June, June,” which got me to 

singing (to myself), “June, she’ll change her tune…”  

Almost before my time, Simon and Garfunkel 

released a song entitled “April Come She Will.”  It’s 

a song about love, life, and the passage of time.  

“Juuu-uuu-uuu-une,” (you have to draw it out 

slowly into four syllables), “she’ll change her tune.”  

That’s what the song says.  It seems to fit the 

times.  Change is in the air, even when it is 

unpredictable. 

It appears we are on track to enter Phase 3 

of the Restore Illinois Plan a few days ahead of 

June.  I know we all are eager to gather in person 

again after having so far endured ten long years…I 

mean, weeks…of physical distancing.  I know some 

of you are having a difficult time accepting that 

churches still cannot gather for worship in groups 

of more than ten (which is not realistic for us), 

while others accept such a restriction with greater 

ease. 

What we share in common is that we are 

followers of Jesus.  As followers of Jesus, we are 

commanded to love God and to love our neighbors 

as ourselves.  As United Methodists, we endeavor 

to abide by John Wesley’s three General Rules:  Do 

no harm.  Do good.  Stay in love with God.  

Whatever other factors may influence how we 

think or feel, no matter what we want or do not 

want or believe we have the right to personally, we 

are to be guided by these principles above all 

others.  That means keeping as many people as we 

can from becoming sick or dying.  Personally 

speaking, I cannot bear the thought of opening the 

church building and being responsible for an 

outbreak of illness or death. 

That said, let me state unequivocally that 

Wesley United Methodist Church will abide by the 

directives of the Restore Illinois Plan and the 

bishop and leadership of the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference of the United Methodist Church.  That 

means the church is open, but the building is still 

closed until further notice.  Wesley leaders will 

continue to make decisions about when and in 

what ways we will gather in person not only in 

compliance with those who have authority over us, 

but also with prayerful and thoughtful attention to 

how we will love God, love our neighbors, and do 

the least harm and the most good.  And, of course, 

we remain committed to keeping you fully 

informed. 

Please remember, we can worship without 

sanctuaries, as Christians did for ages.  We can 

pray, study scripture, obey Jesus, and serve our 

neighbors while the building is closed.  In fact, we 

are doing that.  (And if by chance you aren’t doing 

that, I implore you to start.)  Nothing can stop us 

from being the church, so let’s be the church! 

(Continued, page 3) 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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(Pastor’s Page, continued) 

With God’s help, we can be better because 

of this.  We can “change our tune” and be even 

more faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  Just think of 

it.  How are we being stretched?  How are we, the 

church, being called to be faithful in ways we may 

not have been thinking of at all?  How will we be 

more faithful to God’s call upon Wesley Church 

when we are able to begin gathering in person 

again?  

How are you viewing the world and others 

differently because of the pandemic in which we 

are living?  What good, faithful practices have you 

taken up (or could you take up) during this time 

that you will want to maintain going forward?  How 

has your tune begun to change for the better?    

Happy June!  Thank you for your 

faithfulness.  You are in my heart and in my 

prayers. 

 

Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Tom Corum 

 

WESLEY UMC 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 

During this time 

when many are 

experiencing 

financial distress, 

we want to remind 

you of our Wesley 

Good Samaritan Fund.  The Good Samaritan Fund 

was established primarily to assist individuals and 

families within Wesley UMC in times of need.  It is 

funded entirely by donations from Wesley 

members.  If you would like to give a donation to 

the Good Samaritan Fund, please mail a check to 

the church made out to Wesley UMC, with “Good 

Samaritan Fund” written in the memo line.  If you 

are in need of financial assistance, please contact 

the church office at 345-3917, or you may email 

Pastor Tom directly at 

tomcorum1964@gmail.com.  Distribution of funds 

is handled in a confidential manner.  Thank you all. 

 

SPECIAL 

MUSIC 

SEASON  

Our choir 

season has ended and we are looking for 

individuals and groups interested in providing 

musical pieces for inclusion in our weekly online 

worship services. Pieces can be vocal or 

instrumental, solos or ensembles – all varieties of 

music are welcome. Interested in learning more? 

Please contact Choir Director Michael Mellott at 

mwmellott@yahoo.com. We look forward to the 

many talents Wesley folks have to share! 

 

Did you know 

our website 

now has a 

virtual prayer 

wall? You can 

visit the wall, 

leave a request, and indicate if you would like that 

request to stay private. To visit the wall or leave a 

prayer request, go to: 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/prayer-wall. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
mailto:mwmellott@yahoo.com
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/prayer-wall
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Happy JUNE BIRTHDAY! 

Rosalie Addison   Carolyn Adkins 

Jayne Bardsley   Dorothy Bennett  

Jerri Biggs   Mark Bonnstetter  

Jim Dietz   Michele Diss 

Dale Downs   Howard Eads 

Jan Eads   Tina Green  

John Kramer   Cheryl Lair   

Ed Marlow   Peg Pierson 

Joyce Prince   Foster Rinefort 

Doyle Roach   Ann Sidwell  

Mark Van Hise   Rich Wandling 

Donna Wieck   James Williams 

Happy JUNE ANNIVERSARY! 

Wendell & Carol Adams   

Mark & Lori Bonnstetter 

Gary & Sharon Brinkmeyer 

Cal & Betty Campbell 

Mike & Debbie Dunning 

Mel & Erin Fleming 

Dennis & Nancy Grant 

Rick & Kathy Hampton 

Steve & Carla Honselman 

Darrell & Marie King 

Kenton & Dorothy Macy 

Ed & Nancy Marlow 

Michael & Betsy Mellott 

Monte & Linda Nugent 

Dennis & Rita Pearson 

Clinton & Jean Replogle 

Foster & Jean Rinefort 

Dick & Lucy Stark 

Doug & Jane Venatta 

Brock & Betzy Elifrits Warren 

John & Mary White 

Steve & Jolene Whitley 

Recently Miss Jessica asked Wesley’s children to 
write something about their faith. This month, we 
are hearing from Taryn Cole, daughter of Brian & 
Tracy Cole. 
 

My Favorite Thing 

About Jesus 
There are so many reasons 
that I love Jesus, but the 
main reason that I love Him 
is because of His 
forgiveness. Whenever I 
make a mistake, I am not 
scared, because I know that 
Jesus will always forgive 

me. No matter how big my sins are, Jesus always 
takes them away. Jesus wanted us to be forgiven 
so bad that He was willing to die for our 
forgiveness. It takes someone who is really kind to 
die for us, and it shows Jesus’ love for us. Knowing 
that I am loved by Jesus really makes me feel 
special, and that is why Jesus’ forgiveness is my 
favorite thing about Him. 

Taryn Cole 
 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING 
God’s people have been giving since before there 

were buildings or 

budgets.  Generous 

and sacrificial giving 

is a hallmark of the 

church. The church’s 

mission to love and 

serve in the name of 

Jesus Christ 

continues through 

the ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church. 

Your offering can be mailed to the office – 2206 4th 

Street, Charleston – or you can give online through 

our website www.charlestonwesley.org.  Thank 

you! In trying times, your generosity is a harbinger 

of faithfulness, love, and hope! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Gifts have been given  

to the Memorial Fund 

in memory of 

Brett Bennett 

and Laura A. Fraembs. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

Our sympathy is extended to Michael Stanfield on 

the passing of his mother, 

Martha Stanfield, on May 24, 2020, 

and to Louis & Paula Todd 

on the passing of Paula’s father, 

John Cook, on May 25, 2020. 

 

I want to thank 

everyone for the 

strong support 

Wesley showed me 

and my little 

brother Donnie’s family Saturday, May 23 for the  

birthday parade. Wesley showed that we are all 

family and everyone is welcome not only in spirit 

but in doing. It meant a lot to me and I know it 

did for Donnie as well.  

Thank You All!  

Michael Lanman 

During this time, the church office is being 

attended to from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Monday through 

Friday.  Mail is being received, emails are being 

sent and answered, phone calls and messages are 

being made and responded to, and other basic and 

essential matters are being cared for.  Please keep 

in mind that the office is physically closed.  If you 

have a key to the building and wish to drop off an 

offering or a written communication, please slip it 

under the door any time.  Our goal is to comply 

with distancing rules and to keep everyone safe.  

Thank you! 

 

FACE 

MASKS 

AVAILABLE  

If you or any 

members of your 

household need 

face masks for COVID-

19 precautionary safety practices, they are 

available at our Friday morning donations drop-off. 

The face masks are made by our Wesley Face-Mask 

Sewing Team to help with protecting our 

congregation’s members during the pandemic. The 

face masks not only are high quality, but also have 

definite fashion appeal. And please know that no 

donations are necessary for a face mask. 

 

CAN YOU RUN 

ERRANDS? 
 

We are seeking folks 

willing to run errands for WUMC members who 

may not be able to get out themselves. A handful 

of people have expressed interest in helping but 

we would like to have a few more. Interested?  

Please email charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or 

call the office at 217-345-3917. Thank you so much 

for your willingness to help our seniors!  

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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HELPING 

WITH 

SUNDAY  

MORNING 

WORSHIP  

We are looking for 

more Wesley folks willing to help lead online 

Sunday morning worship services in the following 

ways: 

LAY READERS - If you are willing to make a 

video of yourself reading an assigned scripture or 

prayer for an upcoming worship service, please 

email Rev. Tom at tomcorum1964@gmail.com. 

EXTEND A GREETING - We would like to 

open each online worship service with a brief video 

greeting from a Wesley member or family. The 

time commitment is short – keep it to just a minute 

or so! Interested? Record your greeting, upload it 

to your Google Drive and send it to Rev. Tom at 

tomcorum1964@gmail.com. If you need help with 

the process, please contact Rev. Tom and he can 

walk you through it. 

MINISTRY MOMENTS - Have you 

experienced the love of the church through the 

kindness of a Wesley friend? We invite you to 

share your experience as a Ministry Moment.  If 

you are willing, make a brief (1-2 minutes) video of 

yourself telling about it so that it might be shared 

during online worship. Please send it to Rev. Tom 

at tomcorum1964@gmail.com. Feel free to contact 

Rev. Tom with any questions. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
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WESLEY UMC SUPPORT  

FOR AREA NEEDS 

MAY 29 DONATIONS 

 DROP-OFF 
 
Church and Society volunteers will be available 

Friday morning (May 29) to accept donations to 

assist local organizations serving area residents in 

need.  This week we will continue with the previous 

lists for HOPE of East Central Illinois and Standing 

Stone, and a list of items to distribute to local food 

pantries in included.  At least for now, this Friday’s 

donations drop-off will be the last weekly one.  

Starting with June, we are shifting to a once-a-

month donations drop-off, to be held on the third 

Friday of the month (e.g., the 19th for June).  As we 

move forward, please be assured that this 

approach will be reassessed in light of needs in the 

community.   

 

The process for dropping off donations will remain 

the same. Volunteers will be available (next page)  

(Donations, continued) 

Friday morning at the North door of Wesley UMC, 

from 10 am to Noon. The volunteers will take 

needed COVID-19 precautionary measures (e.g., 

masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.) as 

they retrieve donated items from your vehicle. You 

will not need to exit the vehicle; just drive to the 

north door of the church to have your donated 

items retrieved (e.g., from your trunk or back seat).  

Every donation, from small to large, is appreciated 

and makes a difference for local organizations as 

they address ongoing needs in our community. 

 

*HOPE of East Central Illinois: 

• Canned soups; spaghetti; ravioli; beef stew; 

fruit; tuna; chicken 

• Microwavable mac & cheese cups 

• Individual cups of apple sauce; fruit; 

puddings; jello 

• Boxes of cereal 

• Small jugs of laundry detergent 

• Small can openers 

• Ibuprofen 

• $ donations to help with unexpected costs 

during shelter-in-place 

• Dish soap 

• Can openers 

• Razors 

*Standing Stone: 

• Canned meat: tuna, chicken, small canned 

ham 

• Instant potatoes 

• Small bags of flour/sugar 

• Toothpaste/toothbrushes 

*Food Pantries: Newman Center Food 

Pantry/Charleston Food Pantry: 

• Breakfast foods—e.g., oatmeal, cereal, 

breads, breakfast bars 

• Canned foods—vegetables, fruit, chicken, 

tuna, salmon 

• Canned tomatoes, pasta sauces 

• Peanut Butter 

• Pasta, Rice, Beans 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The Church & Society Work Area 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

