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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT - January 2020 
Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 

The Mission of the United Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

WORSHIP WITH US ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve worship at Wesley UMC on 

Monday, December 24. Services will be held at 3:00, 7:00 & 11:00PM. The 

3:00PM service will include music by our Children’s Choir; the 7:00PM 

service will feature our Chancel Choir; and the 11:00PM service will feature 

special music. Communion, candle-lighting and the singing of Silent Night 

will be offered at all three services. We will supply quiet activity bags for 

children and our offering will go to the Advent/December Mission Project.  

Nursery service will be offered at both 3:00 and 7:00. Be sure to bring 

friends and family to one of these very special services as we celebrate the 

birth of the Savior! 

WESLEY WEDNESDAY DINNERS 
All are welcome during the month of January to join one another for dinner 

on Wednesday evenings. Sharing a meal with others can be a sacred 

thing. We hope that the meal and intentional Christian conversation would 

be filling for both body and soul. Come when you can and participate in life 

together at Wesley UMC. Folks of ALL ages are welcome! 

DETAILS:  
Every Wednesday in January beginning January 8 in the Wesley 

Fellowship Hall 

Food will be available between 5:00 & 6:30 pm.  

Come and go as you please – a free-will offering will be accepted. 

 

ALL-CHURCH STUDY BEGINS SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 
In this divisive time, let's relearn how to listen and reconnect with each other. 

The entire congregation is invited to join an all-church study of David N. Field's 

book "Our Purpose is Love." There will be a kick-off meeting in the sanctuary on 

Sunday, January 19 between worship services. Please sign up at the Information 

Center to participate at one of the following times: Sunday morning between 

worship services, Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:00 PM, or Wednesday evenings 

from 5:45 - 6:45PM. Keep an eye out for book pricing and ordering.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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January 
Blues? 

 

I don’t know about 
you, but sometimes I 
get the January blues.  
January can be a 

difficult month for many people.  Christmas is 
over (but not until January 6, don’t forget).  It’s 
dark and cold out.  Sometimes the weather 
dumps a load of frustration and stress on us.  
January can be depressing. 
 
In one of my Advent sermons, I mentioned that 
there is far more going on in God’s kingdom than 
those few weeks at the end of the year when we 
are “celebrating Christmas.”  Sometimes we are 
so focused on the extra “kick” we get from all 
our festivities we forget we are waiting on God.  
We are waiting on Jesus to visit us afresh and 
finally to bring God’s kingdom to complete 
fulfillment. These are larger matters, a bigger 
picture so to speak, that allow us to move 
forward with confidence in doing God’s kingdom 
work. 
 
A part of that moving forward here at Wesley is 
the deepening of friendships and increased 
opportunities for connection.  To that end, we 
will offer Wesley Wednesday Dinner every 
Wednesday in January, beginning January 8, from 
5:00-6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come and 
go as you please during those hours.  A free will 
offering will be received.   
 
We hope this meal will be helpful to Children’s 
Choir families, as well as to those heading off to 
Chancel Choir.  However, we hope as many 
people as possible will take advantage of this 
opportunity to know one another better and to 
deepen and expand our friendships.  Friendship 
goes a long way in being followers of Jesus 
together.  Being followers of Jesus together 
furthers God’s kingdom work, and that’s why 
we’re here.  Keep your eyes and ears open for 

more information by way of Wesley 
communications.  
 
Another part of the bigger picture of God’s work 
here at Wesley and in the world is love.  It seems 
we have said now and then over recent months 
that love is a lot of work.  We are living in tenuous 
times.  Our society is fragmented and polarized.  
Matters such as immigration, gun violence and 
gun rights/restrictions, abortion, LGBTQ+ issues, 
and climate change (just to name a few) are 
approached from the standpoint of picking sides 
and demonizing those on the “other side.” 
Though these differences are naturally reflected 
in the church, the church also is the place where 
love is meant to lead the way.  How do we do 
that?  How do we learn to love God and one 
another in a way that reduces polarization and 
increases positive, fruitful communication? 
 
Beginning the week of January 19, we will join in 
an all-church study of Our Purpose is Love: the 
Wesleyan Way to be the Church, by David N. Field.  
“Drawing on the work of John Wesley, Field 
shows how the church can and must be the 
embodiment of God’s love in the world and what 
that means for our life together.  In this vision, 
the church is where we become creatures of love, 
learning to love God and neighbor ever more 
completely and authentically through the means 
of God’s grace. As a result, we bear witness to 
the world by reflecting God’s love more and more 
perfectly in the way we treat others and order 
our common life.” (from the book’s description)  
You are invited (strongly encouraged, urged, 
implored) to join this all-church study during the 
Sunday School hour, on Sundays from 4:00-5:00 
p.m., or on Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45 p.m.  I 
believe this is the next right thing we need to do 
at Wesley Church.  I want you to be there.  I 
cannot stress that enough.  Again, keep your 
eyes and ears open for more information by way 
of Wesley communications. 
Suddenly I’m excited about January!   
Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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JANUARY MISSION PROJECT: 
SOLAR OVENS 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated Solar 

Oven Partners UMC (SOL) as our January Mission 

Project. For 19 years, SOL has distributed more 

than 12,000 solar ovens to families who needed 

love and hope.  This year we saw exciting growth 

in the demand for ovens in the Dominican 

Republic.  We also shared the blessings of solar 

cooking in Sierra Leone and in the Navajo Nations 

of Arizona.  Solar Ovens will: 1) increase food and 

safer security for impoverished families; 2) replace 

smoky fires with healthy, safe solar cooking; and 

3) provide a solution to environmental 

devastation. 

 

Each solar oven costs about $150 to manufacture, 

ship, and distribute. The solar oven kits consist of 

the solar oven and auxiliary aluminum reflector, 3 

covered pots, a French bread pan with black cloth 

cover, a WAPI (water/milk pasteurization 

instrument), oven thermometer, recipes, 

measuring spoons and cups.  The solar oven is 

family size (newly redesigned), and to receive 

their solar oven, a family member must attend a 

two-day training seminar and pay $22 to create 

ownership. 

 

If you would like to help support the Solar Oven 

Partners UMC, please make your check out to 

Wesley UMC with Solar Ovens on the memo line 

or visit our website at www.charlestonwesley.org 

and click on the $ button at the bottom of the 

page.  If you prefer to make a cash donation, there 

are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew 

backs.  Thank you very much for your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 

JANUARY FOCUS FOR  
CHURCH & SOCIETY 

 

The Wesley UMC Church & Society Work Area has 

designated January as the start of a process of 

education, reflection and action focused on the 

problems of gun violence and mass shootings.  

Drawing from the United Methodist Church’s “Call 

to End Gun Violence” from the Book of 

Resolutions, Church & Society representatives will 

staff an informational table on Sunday January 12 

in the hallway outside of the Sanctuary.  The arrival 

of a new year is a time for resolutions, and we are 

asking the congregation to consider an important 

resolution from the United Methodist Church.  We 

will have copies of the UMC Book of Resolutions 

statement along with information on gun violence 

statistics; major federal, state and local laws and 

regulations; and ways for United Methodists to be 

engaged in seeking solutions.  Please be sure to 

drop by the informational table between and after 

the January 12th services as Church & Society 

initiates this effort toward understanding a major 

problem facing our society and exploring how 

people of faith can respond. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://charlestonwesley.org/
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Happy January birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Wendell Adams  Joyce Chase 

Sam Fagaly   Janet Fraembs 

Lowell Gillespie  Sue Graves 

Diane Grove   Larry Hale 

Rick Hampton   Charlie Hughes 

Ron Johnson   Nancy Kelly   

Mary Larson   Gail Lockart   

Chris Matheny  Linda Nugent   

Kevin Storm   Vivian Taylor   

David Truesdale  Jessica Ulrich   

Mahala VanHise  Steve Whitley   

Joy Winkler   Dale Wolf   

Kathy Wright 

Happy January anniversary 
to the following Wesley couple! 

Dale & Toni Satterfield 

 
Our sympathy is expressed to  

Gene McFarland and his family  

on the death of Dolly McFarland,  

November 28, 2019. 

 
A gift has been given to the  

Wesley Memorial Fund  

in memory of Dolly McFarland. 

2020 ASP TRIP 

Our annual Appalachia Service Project trip will 

take place June 7 – 13 2020. Please mark your 

calendars and sign up at the Information Center. 

For more information, please contact Youth 

Director Brock Warren at 

bwarren@charlestonwesley.org  or Tory Wilson at 

tdwilson2@hotmail.com. 

2020 ALTAR 
FLOWER CHART 

The altar flower chart for 

2020 still has quite a few open 

dates. The chart is next to the 

Prayer Wall in the hallway just 

outside the sanctuary. Be 

sure to stop by and sign up to 

provide flowers for one or two Sundays in 2020. 

You will receive a call from someone on our Altar 

Committee close to the date you will be providing 

flowers to confirm details. 

DO WE HAVE 
YOUR INFO? 

If you receive the Wesley Circuit newsletter, you 

will note that each month we include a list of 

Wesley folks' birthdays and anniversaries. If you 

do NOT see your birthday or anniversary listed and 

would like to have it included the following year, 

please write the missing information on the 

comment section of your Making Connections 

card on Sunday morning, or email the info to 

Rosalie Addison in the church office 

at raddison@charlestonwesley.org. Also, if you 

have recently moved, changed phone numbers 

and/or email addresses, be sure to let us know that 

as well.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:tdwilson2@hotmail.com
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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PLEASE LET  
US KNOW 

Because of privacy 

laws, hospitals do 

not automatically 

let us know if a church member is admitted or in 

the ER. If you or a loved one are going in for a 

procedure or become hospitalized, please call the 

church office to let us know. Sarah Bush Lincoln 

will generally ask if you have a church they can 

contact, but the larger hospitals in Champaign, 

Decatur and Springfield do not contact us. Also, if 

you know of a member who is ill and may need a 

phone call or visit, please give us a call, or speak 

with Rev. Tom or Pastor Janice. Thanks for your 

help! 

 

Please note that the Wesley UMC office will be 

closed on Tuesday, December 24 – Thursday, 

December 26 and Wednesday, January 1, 2020. We 

will also be closed Monday, January 20, 2020 in 

observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

 The Staff of Wesley 
UMC wishes each one  
of you a Blessed, Merry 
Christmas and the 
happiest of New Years! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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2020 NEWSLETTER 
DATES 

Please note the following 

deadline and collate dates 

for the 2020 Wesley Circuit. 

DEADLINE   COLLATE DATE  
Thurs., January 23  Thurs., January 30 

Thurs., February 20  Thurs., February 27 

Thurs., March 19  Thurs., March 26 

Tues., April 23   Thurs., April 30 

Thurs., May 21   Thurs., May 28 

Thurs., June 18   Thurs., June 25 

Thurs., July 23   Thurs., July 30 

Thurs., August 20  Thurs., August 27 

Thurs., September 17  Thurs., September 24 

Thurs., October 22  Thurs., October 29 

Tues., November 17  Tues., November 24 

Thurs., December 10  Thurs., December 17 

DO YOU GET 
THE DAILY  

E-VOTION? 

Monday through 

Friday, Wesley 

Church sends a 

devotion via email. Sometimes these devotions 

are prayers, and other times they are short 

inspirational messages. If you would like to receive 

the Daily E-votion in your inbox each weekday, 

please email Rosalie Addison in the church office 

at raddison@charlestonwesley.org to be added 

to the list.  

You will also find them posted on our Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley  and 

on the Wesley UMC tumblr page 

www.charlestonwesley.tumblr.com.  

 

 

NEW YEAR'S PRAYER 

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give 

thanks for all we hold dear: our health, our family 

and our friends. 

Let us release our grudges, our anger and our 

pains, for these are nothing but binding chains. 

Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the 

God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are in 

need, regardless of race, color or creed. 

Let us keep God of our own understanding in our 

hearts and to chant God's name each day. Let us 

lead the world from darkness to light, from 

falsehood to truth and from wrong to right. 

Let us remember that we are all one, embracing 

all, discriminating against none. 

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity 

and love. May God's blessings shower upon you 

and bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy 

and peaceful new year. 

 

- Rev. Marcy Sheremetta; 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-

resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
http://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley
http://www.charlestonwesley.tumblr.com/
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 
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