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 THE WESLEY CIRCUIT – FEBRUARY 2020  

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 26 

The 40-day (minus Sundays) season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 

February 26. Rev. Tom will impose ashes in the Wesley Chapel from 12:00 – 

1:00PM. You are invited to come receive ashes and stay as long as you like 

for prayer and meditation. A booklet to guide your time of devotion will be 

available. He will also lead a worship service in the sanctuary at 6:00PM that 

evening. This service will also include the imposition of ashes. Lent is a time 

when Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, 

repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday, February 26 and join us at the time of your choice as we enter this holy season. 

 

 TIME TO GET READY FOR THE ALL-CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE!  

The annual ASP/All Church Rummage Sale is coming up soon! It’s 

time to begin setting aside your treasures for the sale. Clean out 

those closets, garage shelves, and storage areas to help support 

youth and adults going on the ASP mission trip June 7th - 13th, 

2020. Donations will be accepted Sunday, March 1 through 

Wednesday, March 4. Please bring your donations to the Fellowship 

Hall.  All hands are welcome to help sort, hang, place, price and sell 

(or just come by and say hello, we like visitors too!). Sale dates are 

Thursday, March 5th from 5 to 7 pm, Friday March 6th from 8 am to 

7 pm and Saturday, March 7th from 8 to 11 am. Saturday will be the $1 bag sale.  

You may contact Darlene Stoltz at (217) 549-9140 with any questions or to volunteer.   

PLEASE NOTE: No large items please. Our rule is, if one person can carry it in, we will try to sell it.  

ALSO – the church does not have extra storage space, so please do not bring items before  

Sunday, March 1. THANK YOU! 

                         HELP US STAY IN TOUCH 

Have you changed your phone number, email address or mailing address lately? 

Please contact the church office to let us know. Call us at 217-345-3917 or email 

Rosalie Addison at raddison@charlestonwesley.org.  

Connecting everyone to a 
growing relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ 
and His mission on earth. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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“Listening  
and Lent” 

The word listen has 
been at the forefront 
of my thoughts, 
readings, and 
conversations 

recently.  Listen for the voice of God telling me I 
am God’s beloved.  Listen to what God is trying to 
say to me through the scriptures I read in my daily 
devotions.  Listen carefully to what others are 
saying. 
 
Many of you know that at the beginning of 
January, news of a potential split in the United 
Methodist Church was announced via nationwide 
media.  A high-profile group of individuals in the 
UMC representing traditionalists, centrists, and 
progressives have formulated a “Protocol of 
Separation through Grace and Reconciliation.”  
This proposal is one of several proposals regarding 
our Book of Discipline’s rules on same-sex 
marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ+ persons 
that will be put before the General Conference in 
Minneapolis, MN in May. 
 
I am not anti-news media.  However, I am 
disappointed that news of the “Protocol” was 
released to the mainstream media, because the 
mainstream media do not understand how the 
church works.  Based on the news stories, a 
person could easily believe a split was imminent 
and that it would look a certain way.  That said, I 
encourage you to listen to the right sources to 
understand news about our denomination.  
United Methodist News Service (umnews.org) is 
the best source of such news, and I encourage 
you to turn there to be informed.  Again, though I 
sincerely respect much of the mainstream media, 
I do not trust them to get the story right.  Nor do 
I trust factions on any side from within the United 
Methodist Church to report the news without 
bias. 
 
The matter of LGBTQ+ inclusion is not going to go 
away.  Not talking about it will not make it go 

away.  Silencing people with whom we disagree 
will not make it go away.  We are of varying 
minds here at Wesley, and I sincerely believe 
many are struggling in the middle.  However, 
wherever our minds may be, I believe the 
evidence shows that we are of one heart, and 
from that one heart we say unequivocally that 
our LGBTQ+ sisters and brothers are welcome 
here at Wesley, and they are loved.   
 
Once again, listening is key.  Listening is a part of 
loving.  Listening is vital if we are to be the 
church, if we are to be “a gentle community of 
people,” to borrow Henri Nouwen’s phrase.  And 
listening is hard work.  We are better at talking 
than we are at listening.  We spend much of our 
“listening” time figuring out what we are going 
to say next because we are more eager to let our 
opinion be heard than we are to hear the opinion 
of another.   
 
When you receive this issue of the Wesley Circuit, 
we will have completed our first full week of our 
all-church study Our Purpose is Love.  There are 
many issues that separate us ideologically, even 
in the church.  Our nation is terribly polarized.  It 
is an election year.  Emotions run high.  Forceful 
and mean-spirited words can be exchanged.  
Relationships can be threatened.  I believe we 
can do better.  That’s what our study is about.  If 
you are in one of the study groups, please pray 
for one another.  If you are not, please pray for 
those who are participating in our groups.  And 
everyone, please join me in praying for the Holy 
Spirit’s leading in this and all things. 
 
Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday February 
26, can be a time of listening.  Loving God and all 
our neighbors includes listening to God and all our 
neighbors with greater care.  We aren’t as good 
at that as we could be.  Lent is a good time to 
repent (turn around) and do better.   
 
Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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FEBRUARY MISSION PROJECT: 
AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS 

 
 

Because of the devastating Australian wildfires, 

the Wesley Missions Ministry Team has designated 

Australian Red Cross as our February Mission 

Project. The wildfires in Australia have been at epic 

proportions, seeming to crackle and billow across 

the entire continent. Since the fire season began 

in July 2019, at least 24 people have died due to 

those blazes, while in New South Wales, fires have 

decimated more than 1,500 homes. The Australian 

Red Cross is providing shelters for displaced 

people. 

 

If you would like to donate to the Australian Red 

Cross, please make your check out to Wesley UMC 

with Red Cross on the memo line or visit our 

website at charlestonwesley.org and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page.  If you prefer 

to make a cash donation, there are blue mission 

offering envelopes in the pew backs.  As always, 

thank you very much for your support.  

The Missions Ministry Team 

 

 

 

Happy February birthday to: 
Abigail Bonnsetter     Sharon Brinkmeyer  

Lisa Canivez   Todd Cassell   

Emma Daum   Dianne Davis 

Bruce Gubbins  Kathy Hampton 

Don Mapes   Debbie McKay 

Michael Mellott  Ron Potsch 

Gene Prince   Jack Sharp 

Dick Stark   John Swinford  

Jim Walters   Scott Wilson   

Happy February anniversary to: 
Don & Janice Grewell 

Our condolences are expressed  

to the family of Eva Carrell  

who died December 23, 2019;  

to Dorothy Macy and her family  

on the death of her mother,  

Joyce Gatlin,  

December 23, 2019;  

to Larry & Vicki Emberton  

on the death of their son,  

Eric Emberton,  

on December 28, 2019;  

to the family of  

Charlotte Paden  

who died January 13, 2020;  

and to. Rev. Harry Tingley  

on the death of his mother,  

Vernice Tingley,  

on January 15, 2020. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://charlestonwesley.org/
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Gifts were given to the Memorial Fund  

in memory of  

Evelyn McArthur & Dolly McFarland. 

 

HAVEN VOLUNTEER  
TEAM FORMING 

The Haven (formerly known as P.A.D.S.) is in need 

of volunteers to help with its mission as an 

emergency shelter and soup kitchen for local 

residents.  Three ways that volunteers can serve 

are: (1) preparing and serving meals during lunch 

or dinner, (2) working at the front desk during 

morning or evening hours, and (3) helping with 

daytime programming by teaching life skills, 

health, art or other approved subjects. To help 

support the Haven’s ability to assist vulnerable 

people in our area, Church and Society is seeking 

to assemble a team of volunteers from Wesley 

Church.  If you are interested in exploring how you 

can contribute to this effort, please add your name 

and service interest(s) to the sign-up sheet located 

at the Information Center in the hallway outside 

the Sanctuary. We plan to have the sign-up sheet 

along with Haven informational materials 

available through Sunday February 9, after which 

we will follow up with those who have expressed 

interest in being part of the new Wesley Haven 

Volunteers Team. 

 

DINNERS 
WILL 

CONTINUE  
IN 

FEBRUARY! 

Wesley Wednesday 

Dinners have been such a wonderful time of 

sharing a mean and having conversation that we 

are extending them through February. You are 

invited to come anytime between 5:00 & 6:30PM 

for a simple meal and conversation with Wesley 

folks. You are free to come and go as you please. 

Free-will donations are accepted to defray the 

cost of the meal. Hope to see you there! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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Join us for these special 
Lenten activities! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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PRAYER SQUARES NEEDED 
Members of Wesley’s Visitation Ministry Team 

often take a Prayer Square to those they are 

visiting as a tangible reminder of God’s love and 

the love of Wesley Church. We are currently in 

need of more squares. If you crochet and are 

willing to make a few, please stop by the office to 

pick up a pattern. Squares can be dropped off on 

the counter in the church office. If you have a bit 

more time on your hands, we invite you to make 

Prayer Shawls as well. Thanks in advance for your 

dedication to Wesley’s Caring Ministries! 

PRAYER FOR  
A MEANIFNGFUL LENT 

Lord, 

teach me a new freedom. 

Freedom to reject comparison 

and to embrace uniqueness. 

Freedom to cut ties with greed 

and feast on love. 

Freedom to abstain from over-indulgence 

and feast on self-control. 

Freedom to leave behind selfish thoughts 

and to focus on the needs of others. 

Freedom to fend off insecurity 

and to embrace grace. 

Lord, at this time of Lent, 

Thank you for the freedom you bring. 

Amen. 

+https://www.lords-prayer-

words.com/times/meaning_of_lent_prayers.html 

 

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/meaning_of_lent_prayers.html
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/meaning_of_lent_prayers.html


 

7 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 
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