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NEWS FOR DECEMBER 2019   

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 

CHILDREN’S 
MUSICAL  
SUNDAY,  

DECEMBER 8 

Join the children 

of Wesley UMC in the sanctuary at 7:00PM on 

Sunday, December 8 as they present the 

Christmas musical, Away in a Mango! Join the 

passengers and crew of the S.S. Mango as their 

Christmas vacation cruise gone wrong turns into 

an unexpected way to celebrate Christmas. Many 

of Wesley’s children have worked very hard to 

create a show the whole congregation will enjoy. 

Bring a friend to this fun, unique celebration of 

Christmas. All are welcome! 

 

CHANCEL 
CHOIR 

CHRISTMAS 
CANTATA 

DECEMBER 15 
Join us at 8:30 or 

10:45AM on Sunday, 

December 15 for our 

Chancel Choir's presentation of the cantata  

And There Was Light. This cantata is a celebration 

of light filled with time-honored carols and 

expressive original songs. The first half of the 

cantata is dedicated to hopeful prophecies 

associated with the coming Light of the World. 

With the birth of Jesus, the second part moves 

forward to declare the tidings of great joy. The 

choir's cantata is always a highlight of the 

Advent/Christmas season. Please join us and bring 

a friend! 

 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Saturday, December 21st is the winter solstice, 

marking the shortest day and longest night of the 

year. On this night, we gather for worship to 

remember those who are not with us for the 

holidays, to acknowledge the ways we may not 

feel like celebrating this time of year, and to seek 

healing and wholeness from God. Our service will 

be at 7:00 p.m. in the chapel, led by Rev. Betzy 

Elifrits Warren, Director of the Wesley Foundation. 

There will be a time of remembrance and a time of 

anointing with oil and prayer, for those who want 

anointing. This quiet and meditative service offers 

a time to get away from the noise and busyness 

and connect with God in a different way. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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“There in the 
Beginning” 

I’ve never baked a 

single Christmas 

cookie by myself in 

my entire life.  I’ve 

only eaten them.  But I know that when those of 

you who do bake them get ready to start your 

baking, you don’t begin with a blank slate.  

Instead, you have the final product in mind.  

They’ll be Christmas trees, or snowmen, or 

angels, or some such.  They’ll have sugar on top.  

Or maybe frosting.  They’ll be fancy or simple.   

(For the record, I realize some folks start out with 

a more detailed plan, while others take a more 

“make it up as you go” approach.  All the same, 

let’s settle on the idea that the cookie baker 

knows something of what she or he intends to do 

from the very start.) 

 

Or maybe you’re planning your family’s Christmas 

celebration.  Stephanie usually does that in our 

family.  Long before the days of celebrating 

arrive, she carries in her mind images of the food, 

the games, the activities, where everybody is 

going to sleep, the movies we might watch, and 

how everyone will spend a good deal of their 

time. If you are the holiday planner in your family, 

chances are you do the same.  You don’t wait 

until the day or days arrive and then scramble to 

pull everything together when the doorbell rings.  

Rare is the planner who doesn’t already have in 

mind some idea of what the day or days are going 

to look like. 

 

Our journey of faith now takes us back to the 

beginning, when we are waiting for Jesus.  He is 

the Christ in Christmas.  He is the final product 

and the fullest revelation of God’s kingdom.  He is 

what God had in mind from the very beginning.   

Paul wrote to the Christians at Colossae: “He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

powers—all things have been created through 

him and for him.  He himself is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 

1:15-17)  In other words, the final product was 

there in the beginning.  God didn’t start out with 

something else in mind.  Jesus was not God’s 

desperate attempt to change directions.  God 

didn’t just pull Jesus together as a last-ditch 

effort.  And to be sure, Jesus didn’t change the 

nature of God.  Jesus is by no means an 

afterthought.  He is what God had in mind from 

the beginning.  In fact, he was there in the 

beginning, and he is God. 

 

This tiny, fragile, vulnerable gift is God.  This gift 

who blesses the poor and the hungry and the 

mourning and the peacemakers and those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness is God.  This 

gift who makes the last to be first and the first to 

be last is God.  This gift who kneels to serve is 

God.  This gift who crosses every barrier to bring 

people, even the worst people, even the 

strangest people, even the most unlikely people 

into the circle of love is God.  This gift who sows 

the seeds of radical forgiveness is God.  This gift 

who chooses to lay down his life rather than to 

take revenge is God.   

 

Wesley Church, may all your waiting, all our 

waiting together, lead us to him.  May all your 

preparing, all our preparing together, anticipate 

him as the final product, the fullest revelation of 

God’s kingdom. 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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DECEMBER 2019 MISSION PROJECTS 
During the holiday season, the Missions Ministry 

Team has traditionally divided the December 

offering among three charities: a local missions 

project, a conference missions project, and an 

international level mission effort. This year we 

have selected the following: the Charleston High 

School Student Services/Helping Hands Fund, 

Golden Cross, and the UMCOR Africa Sustainable 

Agriculture Initiative. 

 

Our local cause, the Charleston High School 

Student Services/ Helping Hands Fund, offers 

confidential assistance to students and their 

families in need throughout the year, but 

especially during the Christmas season. Each year 

they distribute approximately 50 gift cards ($35-

$50) to disadvantaged youth so that students can 

have the freedom to choose what they need. In 

sum, when a situation arises, the fund is there to 

provide confidential financial assistance to the 

disadvantaged student to meet an important need 

at a crucial time, enhancing the high school 

experience. 

 

Our conference cause is Golden Cross which is a 

ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

Golden Cross benefits ten facilities in our 

conference for Older Adults, Children & Family, 

and Hospital Pastoral Care. These facilities care for 

people of all ages and at all stages of life. More 

than 30,000 individuals are served each year, 

19,000 hours are given by more than 2,000 

volunteers, and $10 Million of benevolent care is 

received. 

Our international focus is to support UMCOR's 

Africa Sustainable Agriculture Initiative (Advance 

# 982188). The primary goal of this project is to 

expand the capacity of about 6,000 farmers in 6 

countries in Africa in improving crop production 

and education regarding livestock breeding 

practices. In addition, this initiative covers 

improving nutrition and health of over 8,000 farm 

families in 8 countries in Africa, as well as teaching 

300 farmers about beekeeping and marketing 

honey in their communities. Other agricultural 

training will also be provided. 

 

If you would like to donate to these mission 

projects, please make out your check to Wesley 

UMC with ADVENT on the memo line or if you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission envelopes in the pew backs. You can also 

visit the Wesley UMC website, 

charlestonwesley.org, and click on the $ button at 

the bottom of the page. Thank you so much for 

your support. 

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team 

 

DON’T FORGET  
TO BUY  

“ONE MORE” 
When you are out doing 

your Christmas shopping, 

don’t forget to buy an 

extra item for Wesley’s 

“One More” Ministry. 

Wish lists for various local agencies are available at 

the display in the hallway just outside the 

Fellowship Hall. These agencies and their clients 

need our help, especially at Christmas. During this 

busy season, we ask that you please remember to 

pick up a few extra items for these important 

agencies! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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WE’RE 
DREAMING 

OF A GREEN 
CHRISTMAS 
The Christmas 

season is upon us 

and that means eating, shopping, wrapping, tree 

trimming, and lots of other seasonal traditions 

that are, well, less than optimal for the 

environment. This Advent those of you who follow 

us on Facebook will receive ideas to help you have 

a greener, more eco-friendly Christmas season. 

Each Monday – Friday beginning December 1, we’ll 

give you tips on how to help our planet while still 

celebrating the holidays. Even if each of uses just 

one of these greener alternatives we can feel 

better about the impact we make on our precious 

planet.   

 

You are welcome to 

drop your check in 

the collection basket 

without an envelope 

or use a white pew 

envelope and it will 

be recorded to your 

name. If you donate 

in cash and want it 

recorded to your name, you will need to use an 

offering envelope. You may use one from a 

numbered set (please request a set using your 

Making Connections card on Sunday morning) or 

use a white pew envelope being sure to write your 

name on the outside. Requested envelope sets for 

2020 will be available for pickup on Sunday, 

January 5.  Also, if you wish to make a donation for 

2019 or for 2020 that will be reflected in your 2019 

Statement of Giving, please be sure it is placed in 

the offering basket by Sunday, December 29. 

Please note on the memo line of your check if it is 

for the budget year 2019 or 2020. Contact Mary 

Larson, Financial Secretary, at 345-3103 if you have 

any questions. 

2019 HUNGER HIKE 
RESULTS 

The Church and Society work 

area wishes to thank the 

Wesley congregation for its 

generous support of the 

walkers in the Second Annual 

Charleston Hunger Hike. This fall’s combined 

effort -- for the September 4 trivia night and the 

October 5 Morton Park walk -- yielded a total of 

$7700, and Wesley Church played an important 

role in the success of this ecumenical project. The 

Hunger Hike planning committee met recently and 

agreed on how to distribute the funds.  $1925 goes 

to the Haiti-focused Food and Med for Kids, and 

the remaining funds will help six local 

groups/programs that assist area people with 

food insecurity needs: Charleston Food Pantry 

($900); Coalition for People in Need ($1100); 

Standing Stone ($1100); Newman Food Center 

($1100); Soup Stop ($1300); and the new EIU 

Library Snack Stations program ($275). 

 

 
Gifts have been given to  

the Wesley Memorial Fund  

in memory of 

Susan Tinder 

& 

Judy Gillespie 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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BLESSED TO BE A 
BLESSING: 

THANKS-FOR-
CARING A GREAT 

SUCCESS! 
Our Thanks-for-Caring 

Cookie Ministry was an  

overwhelming 

success!  We not only 

took large platters of 

cookies to 10 care homes which are caring for 

Wesley members and the Charleston Early 

Learning Center upstairs, we also took platters to 

2 fire stations, 5 

police and safety 

stations (including 

EIU and Mattoon 

police), The Haven, 

Soup Stop, HOPE of 

East Central IL, 

Wesley Foundation 

students, and 

Wesley’s Kids 

Choir.  39 people baked cookies, 10 people loaded 

them onto platters, and 11 people delivered them 

and reported back glowing reports from the 

recipients. Thank you to all who helped in any 

way and to the Women's Study Group who 

planned and organized this event! You were truly 

God's hands of service to others! 

Pastor Janice Kahl 

 
A REMINDER 

TO OUR 
SNOWBIRDS 

If you are a snowbird who heads to a warmer 

climate for the winter, please let the church office 

know so that we can keep in touch while you are 

gone. You can send your winter address to  

Rosalie Addison in the church office at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org, call the office 

(217-345-3917) during the week, or make a note on 

your Making Connections card on Sunday 

morning. Be sure to include the date you are 

leaving and the date you will be returning.  If you 

choose to receive emails only, please let us know 

your leaving and return dates and note “email 

only”. Have a safe, happy winter! 

 

NEWS FROM OUR SCOUTS 
Troop 141 scouts were among those who built and 

slept in makeshift 

cardboard shelters 

outside The Haven last 

Friday night as part of 

the homeless shelter’s 

effort to educate the 

community on the 

problem of local homelessness.  Ninety percent of 

those who seek shelter or meals there are from 

Coles County.  Scouts also helped prepare supper 

and breakfast for shelter guests and members of 

the community who participated in “Cardboard 

City.”   

 

The previous weekend, Wesley scouts enjoyed a 

hike on the Illini Trail at Lake Shelbyville, followed 

by a swim at the Sullivan pool, and a (24-degree) 

tent campout at Eagle Creek State Park.  

  

At “Christmas in the Heart of Charleston” on 

Saturday, December 7, stop by the troop’s table 

on the south side of the square for a cup of hot 

chocolate.   

 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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Happy DECEMBER birthday  

to the following Wesley folks! 

Kelley Bensley  Betty Campbell  

Marge Checkley  Julie Dietz 

Debby Esarey    Jenny Fagaly   

Steve Green   Don Grewell 

Harold Hackett  Brenda Hale  

Bill Hill    Carla Honselman 

Dick Hummel   Steve Honselman 

Cosette Hutti   Judy James          

Betsy Jewell-Mellott  Pastor Janice Kahl 

Darrell King   Irvin Lawson  

Cathy Matheny   Becky Metzger 

Roy Meyerholtz  Jean Rinefort  

Olivia Schuette  Cathy Senior   

Alex Sharp   Betty Slack  

Jeanne Thomas     Mary White  

Frances Williams  Wilma Zane 

Tammy Zuber 

 
Happy DECEMBER anniversary  

to the following Wesley couples! 

Richard & Ruth Ann Craig 

Don & Tina Held 

Bob & Mary Jorstad 

Charles & Karen Maris 

Leif & Marie Nielsen 

John & Nancy Swinford 

Jeff & Janet Vanatta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is extended  

to the family of Wesley member  

Evelyn McArthur  

who died November 16, 2019. 

 

THERE IS STILL 
TIME TO ORDER 
OR SPONSOR 
POINSETTIAS 

There’s still time to order poinsettias for the 

Advent/Christmas season. Order forms are 

available in your Sunday morning worship bulletin. 

The order deadline is Monday, December 9. Silk 

poinsettias may be sponsored for $10 each; all 

proceeds will go towards the December/Advent 

Offering (see page 3 for details). You may buy a 

live poinsettia for $16; live plants can go home 

with you after Christmas Eve services. All plants, 

silk or live, can be given in honor or in memory of 

someone or simply given as a gift. Please note that 

for bookkeeping purposes, we ask that you write 

SEPARATE checks for silk plants and live plants.   

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE DATES 
The Wesley UMC church office will be closed 

Tuesday, December 24,  

Wednesday, December 25 

and Wednesday, January 1. 

May your Christmas and New Year  
be filled with peace and blessings! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street – Charleston, IL – 61920 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM 

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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