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 THE WESLEY CIRCUIT-  
News for August 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

  
BACKPACK BLESSING SUNDAY, AUGUST 11  

All students K – 12 are invited to bring their backpacks to 

church on Sunday, August 11 for a Backpack Blessing.  During 

worship, children and youth will be asked to bring their 

backpacks forward to be blessed as they head into a new 

school year. Parents and teachers – we hope you will make a 

special effort to be here, too! 

HELP US WELCOME EIU STUDENTS TO CHARLESTON! 

It's almost time to welcome EIU students to Charleston and we would like YOU 

to be part of a welcoming crew! We will be handing out water bottles on campus 

from 11:00AM until we run out on Move-In Day, Thursday, August 15. The bottles 

will sport info about Wesley UMC and the Wesley Foundation. Please meet at the 

Wesley Foundation between 10:45 & 11:00 and wear a Wesley UMC or Wesley 

Foundation t-shirt if you have one! We hope you will join us as we offer hospitality 

and welcome to students and their parents! 

ALMOST TIME FOR CHOIR REHEARSALS  

Wesley’s Choirs will begin rehearsals for the upcoming choir season soon! The Chancel Choir will begin 

rehearsing on Wednesday, August 28. All singers age high school 

through adult are invited to join them in the choir room (Room 

121 – in the Education Wing) each Wednesday at 7:00PM. The 

Chancel Choir sings at both services the first service of the month 

and at 8:30 on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays. The Handbell Choir will 

begin meeting again on Tuesday, August 27. They rehearse at 

6:00PM on Tuesdays in Room 121. They generally play at both 

worship services on the 4th Sunday of each month, as well as for 

special services throughout the choir season. Our Kids’ Choir for 

children in grades 1 – 6 will begin meeting on Wednesdays at 5:00PM beginning September 4.  Please watch 

upcoming bulletins, Facebook posts and Friday emails for more information as the dates draw closer. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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“ONE YEAR” 

In some ways I don’t 

know where a year 

went.  In other ways 

I feel as though I’ve 

been your pastor 

even longer.  In any case, I want to share some of 

what has occupied my thoughts as we passed the 

one-year mark together on July 1 and continue to 

sail.  (Grab a coffee or lemonade; this isn’t light 

reading.) 

1. Building on what is good.  Wesley Church 

already has the foundation necessary to bear 

even more fruit for God’s kingdom.  We have 

an attractive, well-kept property and facility, 

many effective ministries, a hard-working 

staff, a solid financial base, a healthy cross-

section of ages, inspiring music, and 

consistently meaningful worship (just to start 

a list).  While many churches struggle in one 

or more of these areas, we should rejoice that 

we do not.  While it’s easy for church folks to 

say, “We don’t have…” or “We don’t have 

enough…” we are better served by looking 

for the assets around us.  We become what 

we think about the most.  Let’s look for the 

assets and build on them.   

2. Our post-GC2019 reality.  The 2019 special 

session of the General Conference of the 

United Methodist Church reaffirmed a 

traditional approach to human sexuality and 

tightened our restrictions on LGBTQ+ 

ordination and marriage.  At the same time, 

the disagreement within the United 

Methodist Church around these matters could 

not be more evident.  While we have not been 

combative with one another (so far as I can 

tell), that disagreement is reflected within our 

own membership.  Some folks identify 

strongly with one “side” or the other, while 

others are struggling in the middle.  Wherever 

you stand, our differences are not a 

representation of faithfulness to scripture vs. 

unfaithfulness to scripture, but rather of how 

we approach and interpret scripture (a reality 

throughout the history of the Christian 

church), as well as our culture’s divisiveness 

around political and ideological differences.  I 

believe the most faithful and effective 

response to these differences is not through 

voting or trying to outnumber or 

outmaneuver one another, but rather 

through honest and respectful conversation 

about the broader issues that divide us as 

Christians, U.S. citizens, and human beings.  I 

am thinking and praying about how we can 

best have those kinds of conversations in the 

context of Wesley Church.  Meanwhile, please 

remember if we want people to listen to what 

we have to say, we need to listen to them.  

Unity does not mean uniformity in thinking (if 

that’s even possible), but it does mean being 

respectful and, in the case of the church, 

believing that those with whom we disagree 

are trying to be just as faithful as we are. 

3. Why we do what we do.  Most all churches 

suffer from trying to do too many things.  Part 

of moving forward in ministry is leaving 

behind some things that don’t need to be 

done.  Another part of moving forward in 

ministry is refraining from taking up new 

efforts that don’t need to be taken up.  More 

is not always better, and sometimes it’s 

worse.  Every ministry effort really should 

have a clear “so that…” statement.  In other 

words, why are we doing it?  If we don’t know 

why, or if we do know why and it really bears 

no relation to our purpose as a church, 

(Continued, page 3)                                          
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(Pastor’s Corner, continued)                      

chances are we don’t need to do it.  

Examining what we are doing and what we 

are considering doing through such a lens 

keeps us from burning out and/or lacking a 

clear focus. 

4. Discipleship is the main thing.  This follows 

directly on #3.  The church exists to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  Often folks get 

fixated on details.  To be more specific, they 

get fixated on one or more areas (especially 

those they perceive as weak, as per #1 above) 

and pour (too much) energy into trying to 

change the details.  Last fall at the Church of 

the Resurrection Leadership Institute in 

Kansas City, James Harnish and Justin LaRosa 

asserted (according to my best efforts at note 

taking) that “God’s kingdom comes and God’s 

will gets done through kingdom-focused 

disciples who actively participate in God’s 

transformation of the world.”  Or as Tony 

Morgan declared, one-way churches get stuck 

is by having too many programs competing 

for volunteers (as per #3 above).  The answer, 

he suggests, is making a shift from programs 

to a discipleship path.  Harnish and LaRosa 

insist that the first essential to creating a 

discipleship path is to get a shared definition 

of what it means to be a Christian disciple.  I 

think that having a shared definition of what it 

means to be a Christian disciple (and, of 

course, living more and more out of that 

definition) could open a way for us to see 

more clearly where God is leading us as a 

congregation.  As you might imagine, I am 

thinking and praying about how we can best 

do that.         

So, now you know (some, though far from all, of) 

what’s rumbling around in my head now that 

we’ve passed the one-year mark.  I want you to 

know that Stephanie, Ben, and I are delighted to 

be here with you, we feel settled in, and we are 

so grateful for all of you.  I am privileged and 

excited to be your pastor.  Let’s keep sailing. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

 

LIVING WORD CLASS INVITES YOU 
TO A NEW STUDY 

The Living Word Adult 

Sunday School Class 

invites you to a DVD-based 

study of Amy Jill-Levine’s 

Short Stories by Jesus: The 

Enigmatic Parables of a 

Controversial Rabbi. The 

study began July 21, but 

there is still time to join. In 

this study Levine analyzes 

‘problems with parables’ taking readers back in 

time to understand how their original Jewish 

audience understood them and interprets these 

stories for the contemporary reader, showing how 

the parables are not just about Jesus, but are also 

about us. The Living Word Class meets from 9:45 – 

10:30 in Room 113 just off the Fellowship Hall. 

Participant guides are recommended but not 

required. Copies are available from your favorite 

bookseller.   

Our sympathy is 

expressed to the family of  

Verna Wilson who died 

July, 12, 2019  

and to the family of 

Juanita Kasey who  

died July 17, 2019. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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WHAT’S STEPHEN MINISTRY  
ALL ABOUT? 

You may have heard about us but --- wonder what 

it’s all about… 

Stephen Ministry (SM) is a lay caring ministry 

being utilized in over 12,000 congregations across 

the United States, Canada and 29 other countries.  

We have had a group right here at Wesley for over 

25 years. 

Through SM, our congregation has equipped a 

team of lay caregivers—called Stephen 

Ministers—to provide one-to-one, Christ-centered 

care to people experiencing grief, divorce, major 

illness, loneliness, financial stress and other life 

difficulties. We don’t provide group counseling 

nor are we professional psychologists or 

psychiatrists.  We normally meet once a week for 

about an hour with Care Receivers.  There is never 

a charge for SM services.  Meetings can take place 

a variety of places: at home, in a nearby coffee 

shop/restaurant, or at the church.   

Stephen Ministers meet as a group every two 

weeks for continuing education and supervision.  

The latter is to not only learn from one another but 

to be able share in very general terms how each 

are doing with their Care Receiver.  However, both 

the specific nature of the discussions we are 

having and who is receiving care from this 

important church service are not mentioned.  The 

relationship is strictly confidential.         

We hear a lot today about world hunger, climate 

change and immigration issues.  Stephen Ministers 

don’t directly address such matters.  However, we 

do – one person, one meeting at a time – help each 

Care Receiver move forward in good times and 

bad.  We offer a non-judgmental ‘ear’.    

To learn more about Stephen Ministry and the 

difference Stephen Ministers are making in 

people’s lives, visit our website at 

www.charlestonwesley.org/ministries/stephenmi

nistry. You may contact us at 

stephenministry@charletonwesley.org or, call 

Ruth Ann Craig at 345-7273 or Jeff Baker at 714-

8942.    

P.S.  You can contact us directly or refer someone 

you think may need SM. Either is done in 

confidence. SM doesn’t solve the world’s 

problems. We help one person with the challenges 

they are personally facing.  SM provides caregiving 

one meeting, one person at a time.  Together --- it’s 

important to all of us.   

STEPHEN MINISTER 
PROFILE 

Maria Fichter-Wandling was born in 

Pennsylvania but spent most of her 

childhood in Europe.  She is fluent in Spanish and 

French as well as English and is now re-learning 

German. She returned to the U.S. to attend 

Antioch College in Ohio.  After college she taught 

English in Mexico, and later Spanish in the U.S., 

most recently at Mattoon High School.  She is now 

retired.   

The Wandlings came to Charleston in 1987 when 

Rich took a job at EIU, and Wesley became their 

church in the mid-nineties. Maria sings in the choir, 

participates in the Voices Sunday school class,  

(Continued, page 5) 
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(Stephen Minister Profile, continued) 

Prayer Group, book studies, and is on the WUMC 

Mission Team.  She became a Stephen Minister in 

2015 and joined the SM leadership team last year.  

Here’s what she says about Stephen Ministry:   

“One of the prevailing myths in American culture 

is that we should be strong, independent and take 

care of our own problems. To ask for help is to 

show weakness. Bu this isn’t real or emotionally 

healthy.  We all experience painful times when we 

need someone to listen to us confidentially and 

provide a safe space while we try to get through 

those times. That is what a Stephen Minister 

does.” 

MONDAY AFTERNOON PRAYER 
GROUP RESUMES SEPTEMBER 9 

The Wesley Prayer Group will resume meeting at 

1:00PM in the library on Monday, September 9.  

The group meets Mondays during the school 

calendar year, taking the summer months off. 

Group members engage in study and prayer, 

praying for concerns raised on the Prayer Wall and 

on the Making Connections cards from Sunday 

worship, for one another, and for our world. The 

group will resume their study of the book We 

Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. If 

you are interested in attending, you can purchase 

the book from your favorite bookseller. 

Newcomers are always welcome – come pray with 

us! 

 

Happy August 
birthday to the 
following Wesley 
folks! 

Jeffrey Baker   Sylvia Barry   

Bryanna Bensley   Lori Bonnstetter   

Lois Buckellew   Alexander Carr  

Reva Cougill    Betty Durham   

Courtney Esker   Trent Esker 

Terri Farley    Mary Lou Gaskill   

Joan Gossett    Jason Grant    

Rachel Gubbins   Max Gubbins    

Sue Harvey    Tina Held   

Diane Hutchins   Leon Inman   

Juanita Kasey    Bill Lair    

Sue Leathers   Lauren Mellott 

Elizabeth Quivey  Jeff Schuette    

Deanna Smith   Heather Socarras   

Brando Socarras   Lucy Stark    

Nancy Swinford  Lauren Wahls    

Jolene Whitley   Shayna Williams  

 
Happy 
August 
anniversary 
to the following Wesley couples! 

Rick & Rosalie Addison 

Don & Jayne Bardsley 

Chad & Lisa Braden 

Trevor & Lisa Doughty 

Tom & Ruth Ann Finley 

Jack & Donna Helton 

Don & Jean Mapes 

Stan & Jan McMorris 

Scott & Tory Wilson 

Max & Joy Winkler 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


 

6 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

AUGUST MISSION PROJECT:  
EIU WESLEY FOUNDATION 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated EIU 

Wesley Foundation as our August Mission Project. 

The Wesley Foundation at Eastern Illinois 

University is a campus ministry of the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference, and it receives $2,500 annually 

from the Wesley UMC Missions Budget. It is an 

inclusive community of young adults living out 

their faith through ministries of worship, prayer, 

community, and service. It is a home away from 

home, offering space to relax, study, and de-

stress, with free beverages, wi-fi, and computer 

and printer access. Students gather at 5:30 P.M. 

on Sundays for Sunday Supper, provided by 

church groups and often followed by small group 

or fellowship events. They gather for group 

worship, prayer, and discussion during Wesley on 

Wednesday (WOW) nights at 8:30 P.M. Other 

small groups and retreats also foster deeper 

connection with God and each other, as well as 

spiritual and personal growth. Service projects 

and mission trips add to the connection students 

can make with the church and the world, as they 

deepen their faith and put it into action. In all 

these ways, the Wesley Foundation is working to 

connect students with each other, with God, and 

with the world. The CONNECT Program, begun in 

fall 2018, is meant to connect even more students 

with God through the Wesley Foundation’s 

ministries, with a focus on holding events on 

campus and engaging with students, then inviting 

them to connect with the Wesley Foundation on a 

more committed basis. Students are also working 

on making stronger connections with other on-

campus organizations, to work together for the 

well-being of all students. 

EIU Wesley Foundation is deeply grateful for the 

support of Wesley UMC. Your help makes ministry 

possible through all your gifts of money, time, and 

talents. Your continued support will help the 

Wesley Foundation continue to be a place where 

students find a home away from home and where 

they will make lifelong connections that will 

impact their lives, their faith, and the church, for 

years to come. 

If you would like to help support the work Wesley 

Foundation does at EIU, please make your check 

out to Wesley UMC with Wesley Foundation on 

the memo line or visit our website at 

charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ button at 

the bottom of the page. If you prefer to make a 

cash donation, there are blue mission offering 

envelopes in the pew backs.  

Thank you very much for your support.                                                                              

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team 

 

Gifts have been given  
to the Wesley Memorial Fund  

in loving memory of  
Murray Choate,  
Eli Sidwell, Jr.,  

and Verna Wilson. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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A NEW 
SUPPER CLUB 
IS BEGINNING! 

Mark your calendar 

for 5:30PM on 

Sunday, August 11. 

We will have an info 

meeting for a new Wesley Supper Club! Pizza will 

be provided (free-will donations accepted). 

Individuals and families who plan on attending are 

asked to bring a salad or dessert. Watch for more 

information soon! 

CHURCH CAMP REIMBURSMENT 

Another great year of church camping is in the 

books! If you attended church camp this summer, 

please put a copy of your registration and 

payment form in the camping mailbox in the 

church office. You will be reimbursed for one half 

of the cost. If you have questions, please call Pam 

Johnson at 345-7540. 

RETURNING FILLED  
SCHOOL BAGS 

Please note that 

there is a table 

just outside the 

sanctuary for 

filled school bags. 

You may bring 

bags in any time 

during the week 

when the church building is open, or on 

Sunday mornings. THANKS for your help 

with our July Mission Project! 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The Wesley UMC office 

will be closed the 

afternoon of Tuesday, 

August 21 for a staff 

planning retreat. 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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ATHENS VBS – THANKS FOR A GREAT WEEK! 
Thanks to all the volunteers who gave so many hours to help us make  

Athens VBS the best VBS ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For lots more VBS pics,  

visit our Facebook page! 

www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 
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