
1 
 

1 
 

 

  

"In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the 

world." 
John 16:33 



2 
 

2 
 

  

Youth Updates 

After 2 years of COVID-related postponement of our famous rummage sale to raise funds for a 
youth group mission trip to Appalachia, we are finally venturing out again!  
 
Please mark your calendars for:  
* Sunday, March 26 through Thursday, March 30 – Pre-sale prep  
*Thursday, March 30, 4-7 pm   
*Friday, March 31, 8 am-7 pm   
*Saturday, April 1, 8-11 am Bag sale   
 
Most important is the massive amount of pre-sale preparation which goes into making this sale 
the talk of the county. That's where YOU come in! We will begin the process on Sunday, March 26 
after 2nd service. There will be someone at the church all day, every day, March 27 – 29 so any 
time you want to drop in to lend a helping hand would be appreciated!  
 
We would implore you to help with:    
* Posting publicity on social media – anytime the week of the sale  
* rounding up items from your house for the sale SEE BELOW  
* setting up the tables and racks – Sunday, March 26th  
* arranging and hanging items on tables and racks – Monday thru Thursday  
* pricing items – Tuesday thru Thursday  
* cashiering – sale times starting Thursday   
* bagging items at the checkout tables – sale times   
* roving as a helper and straightener-upper during the sale   
 
*** PACKING UP AND CLEANING UP AFTER THE SALE!!!  This includes a crew following the ReStore 
truck to the ReStore to help unload the merchandise.  
 
 *** PLEASE NOTE: As large as this church seems, there is precious little storage space!   Thus, we 
cannot store items in advance of March 26th for you. So sorry.  
***Remember: If one person can carry it in the door we’ll try to sell it. (This means No large items 
including furniture or older tv’s)  
 
Please contact Darlene Stoltz or Kathy Hummel with questions or to volunteer. Make a note on 
the connection card in the bulletin.  
 
Darlene: 217-549-9140 Kathy: 217-549-1157  

 



3 
 

3 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Several years ago, in 2004, I decided to spend the season of Lent doing a “fast.”  Fasting in faith means willingly 

abstaining from some or all food, drink, or both, for a period of time. You may hear this as “giving up something for 

Lent.”  But in 2004 this was no half-hearted attempt at sacrificing my favorite snack, I decided instead to go all in. I 

fasted. From sunrise to sunset, I decided to give up food. I printed a calendar of the official sunrise and sunset times 

for Champaign and hung the calendars by my desk and bedside.  I would get up before dawn and after riding my 

bike for 10 miles, I would eat breakfast and watch the sunrise. As the day unfolded, I would only drink water. I 

would find time for extended prayer during the day and even would join friends for lunch and enjoy their company. 

When the sun would set I would have a meal.  It got a little tricky the closer we got to Easter as the sunlight last 

longer.  

 In 2020, I made the same commitment. Ash Wednesday was February 

26, 2020, and I started out strong. I went all in again. I got up before dawn, 

exercised on the elliptical and stair master at the gym. I went through the day 

without any food, only water. I made sure I did extra walking throughout the day 

since I was no longer walking to the refrigerator throughout the day. I was feeling 

great. Then March 13 came. Do you remember that day? I do. It was Friday the 

13th and everything shut down. Schools, businesses, colleges, churches. What we 

thought would be days, became months (and should I say years of pandemic 

living?). Needless to say, that whole regiment of exercise, fasting, walking, focus 

went right out the window. Stress interrupted discipline, uncertainty erased focus, worry shadowed my faith.  

 There are so many things in life that work to derail our faith. Or so we think. Despite our best efforts to put 

forth goals and resolutions, there are many obstacles and reasons that we can point to that leads us astray. And 

though the last few years presented an experience foreign to all of us, we are not immune to the temptations that 

draw us away from the paths we should be taking through life. There is much competing for our attention. We know 

that social media, politics, and vices all have ways of luring us. And it is not that these things are inherently bad, but 

we also know that our overindulgence to certain things can overcome us.  Eventually, before we know it, we have 

engaged in negativity, toxicity, conspiracy, gossip, or addiction and we have lost our way and we have lost our 

paths.  

 A few years back I sought to “fast” from sarcasm. I think this year, my “fast” will be from the negative 

conversations, toxic situations, and disparaging thoughts that have far too long hindered my spirit. I am pledging to 

stop “catastrophizing” in my head (thinking the worst case scenario) and instead focus on the best case scenarios. I 

plan to walk away from conversations that are tearing others down with criticism or false statements. I am working 

towards removing toxic situations that revolve around personalities and instead work towards growth and hope for 

others. We all need to re-discover a renewal in our lives and we should want to grow in who we are as people of 

faith. And I will be praying for you and ask that you pray for me.  

The invitation at the top of this article is recited every Ash Wednesday to invite “Brothers and Sister in 

Christ to a holy Lent.” To spend these 40 days in reflection and committing ourselves to grow deeper in our faith. 

This invitation is the doorway into Lent. Perhaps this is just another month or season for you and Lent is not a part 

of your faith or maybe it was at one time and it no longer holds weight.  I will be praying that this season of Lent 

will be one of spiritual growth as you live into your faith in Jesus Christ. I will be praying for all of us to re-discover 

where Jesus is leading us and open our lives for God to shape us into the leaders God calls us to be in this world.  

At the 2021 presidential inauguration, a young poet named Amanda Gorman shared a poem that drew 

national attention. It was the closing of her poem that has stuck with me since, perhaps because she named the heart 

of discipleship. I share these words as I close this article: “For there is always light. If only we are brave enough to 

see it.  If only we’re brave enough to be it.”  

May we embrace God’s belief in us. May we be brave. May we be hope. May we be light. 

Our Ongoing Dialogue 

              By: Pastor Brad 

 

“I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 

repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.”  

-  Book of Common Prayer 
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Happy March Birthday To: 
Kathy Gandolfi   Grant Jackson 
Sue Ellyn Meyer   Justin Carr 
Lauren Chappell  Jane Johnson 
Taylor Fleming  Jayne Ozier 
Jim Farley   Linda Hackett  
Sharon Eberly  Marie King 
Paige Chappell  Deb Wolf 
Max Winkler   Burt Wright 
Beverly Harrison  Mikey Fleming 
Callen Henshaw  Dennis Grant 
Gary Brinkmeyer  Allen Davis 
Nancy Grant   Sandy Ernst 
Priscilla Ebdon  Patti Murphy 
Rita Pearson   Brynn Symonds 
Brett Bensley  Jody Johnson 
Jeri Matteson- Hughes Janice Grewell 
Alexander Pearson  Hank Nilsen 
Yvonne Bardsley  Kathy Hummel 
Kim Oslawski   Steve Pamperin 
Andrew Pearson  
 

Happy March Anniversary To: 
Shayna & James Williams  
 

Gifts were given to the 
Memorial Fund in memory of: 

LINDA INMAN 
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Paint Night March 23rd 
 

There will be a Paint Night to be held at the Corner Art Studio in Casey. Jeanette will be walking step by 
step through a church painting. No matter your artistic abilities, we encourage you to join us in this 

night of fun!  It will be March the 23rd from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. The cost will be $20 per participant. The 
money will cover art supplies and will also serve partly as a donation to "Under HIS Wings", which is a 

non-profit organization offering children free art classes. Church vans have been reserved to 
transport participants to this event. Please contact the church office to reserve your spot. 

 

Young @ Heart Dates 
March 6th: 

2pm- Advisory Group 
 3pm- Fun Games in the Fellowship Hall 

March 20th: 
3pm- Movie & Popcorn Party 
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Sign-Up for Special Music! 

Do you have a special talent you would 
like to share with the congregation 
during worship? If so, sign-up for 
special music! We are looking for 

creative individuals who would like to 
praise God through their talents and 
passions. Call the church office if you 

are interested in signing up for a 
Sunday service! 

A Few Wesley Tumblers  
are still available! 

 
If you would like to purchase a tumbler, 
contact a staff member on Sunday or 
come into the church office during the 

week. 

They are on sale for $12.  

HOW CAN STEPHEN MINISTRY HELP 
YOU? 

Are you feeling exhausted from all the 
disruptions to life brought on by the 

pandemic? Are you or someone you know 
struggling with challenges? Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage 
and provide emotional and spiritual support. A 
Stephen minister will meet with you privately- 

by phone or in person- to offer care and 
support. It is free and completely confidential. 

For more information, call Stephen leader, 
Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-7273 
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Candy Donations Needed 
The children will be having an Easter Egg Hunt 

during the Sunday School hour Easter 
morning April 9th. 

We are looking for candy donations from the 
congregation so we can fill the Easter Eggs. 

We will need 10 -15 bags of Candy. 
Candy can be dropped off at the church 

office, or given to Ms. Sarah. Thank you so 
much! 

 

2023 Acolytes 
Sign up Here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/1
0C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes1 

Join us March 5th @ 3pm in the Kids 
Zone for Bible Doodling! 

Open the door to a refreshing and clever new 
way for us to experience and connect with the 

Bible. Kids can bring a bible or a journal they 
already have, get a new bible that is made for 

you to doodle & journal in, or we will have 
watercolor paper available for kids to do their art 

on. Art supplies will be provided. 

Our first session will be around their March 
memory verse coming from Colossians 3:13: 

Be tolerant with each other and, if someone has a 
complaint against anyone, forgive each other. As 
the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other. 

Can't wait to see what we create together as we 
learn about forgiveness! ❤️ 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EAEAC23A0FDCE9-acolytes1


8 
 

8 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

March 2023 Mission Project: 
/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 

In the wake of the massive earthquake in Southern Turkey and Northern Syria on February 6, the 
Wesley Missions Ministry Team has designated Doctors Without Borders/ Médecins Sans Frontières 

(MSF) as our March mission project. 

This earthquake further compounded an already existing crisis for the people in northern Syria who 
have had to deal with displacement due to 12 years of civil war, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and a recent cholera outbreak. Now, people have been left homeless in freezing weather, trying to 

cope not only with physical injuries but also with major psychological trauma. And prior to the 
earthquake, 2.8 million people already were living in displacement camps. 

Because they already had a presence in that region, MSF teams were able to begin treating patients 
within the first hours after the earthquake struck. In addition to care provided in MSF-supported 

hospitals and clinics, MSF is aiding over 30 hospitals in the region through donations of emergency, 
trauma and surgical kits; medical supplies and laboratory equipment; oxygen producing equipment; 
blankets and mattresses; and heating equipment. They have launched mobile clinics and sent staff 
from MSF-supported hospitals to other hospitals, along with efforts to address significant mental 

health needs. 

If you wish to help support the relief efforts of Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières, 
you may place your check written to Wesley UMC, with the memo line marked Doctors MSF, in the 

offering basket using a blue envelope.  Online giving is available at the church website.  We thank you 
for your love and support of our neighbors impacted by this disaster.      
               

   The Wesley Missions Team 
 

Garden Plots 

We still have beds ready for “adoption” by 
Wesley UMC and Charleston community 

members interested in growing, eating, and 
sharing fresh vegetables, herbs, and fruit. By 

gardening together we can also grow 
fellowship and commune with nature, fostering 

a sense of stewardship toward the beautiful 
world God created. 

Adopt your raised garden bed at Wesley UMC 
today! 

Sign up for your garden plot: 
https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSdsfKMN

w.../viewform 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsfKMNw-hZqaYjvq6jR7DEyF9nMkWx9fY5H_3FD3-FK1Trzg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR10v6zqj9skO3IvmN6J8b_IAbrg28zPEtC5Hkp7-RF7RNDanrCh5UgOo0k
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsfKMNw-hZqaYjvq6jR7DEyF9nMkWx9fY5H_3FD3-FK1Trzg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR10v6zqj9skO3IvmN6J8b_IAbrg28zPEtC5Hkp7-RF7RNDanrCh5UgOo0k
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING  

God’s people have been giving since 
before there were buildings or budgets. 

Generous and sacrificial giving is a 
hallmark of the church. The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of 
Jesus Christ continues through the 
ministry of Wesley United Methodist 

Church. Your offering can be mailed to 
the office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – 

or you can give online through our 
website www.charlestonwesley.org  

Thank you! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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