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“For to us a child is born,  
to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

-Isaiah 9:6 
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If there is any season of the Christian 
year that gives expression to the feeling 
that things are not as they should be, that 
we as humans are not yet what we will or 
could be, or that God appears to be absent 
when we have been promised that God will 
not leave us, it is the season of Advent. 

The rush to Christmas, the desire to 
celebrate as much and as quickly as we 
can, may well be a sign of our desire to 
divert our attention momentarily from the 
gap between the way things are and the 
way they should be.  Lights and 
decorations and shopping and packages 
and parties and Christmas carols and our 
favorite Christmas movies have a way of 
soothing our weary souls.  “We need a little 
Christmas” indeed. 

But have you ever felt lonely or sad 
during the holidays?  Have you ever not felt 
like celebrating?  Have you ever felt like 
while the calendar said, “Christmas is 
coming,” your heart said something 
different, something uneasy, maybe 
something you couldn’t quite explain?  
Have you ever said to yourself, “All of this 
celebrating isn’t all there is”? 

For me personally, this will be the first 
Christmas without my mom.  That 
realization is coming to me slowly but 
surely, and I am more deeply aware than 
ever that every year there are many 
people who are missing someone they love 
during the holidays. 

For all of us, it is our second 
Christmas since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began.   

 

 

In my heart I carry a strange mixture of feelings 
that some things are much better this year than 
they were last year, while we are still in a liminal 
space, an in-between place, where we clearly are 
no longer where we were, yet we do not seem to 
have arrived at any sort of stable or reliable 
place.  Life has changed so much.  There is still so 
much uncertainty. 

The Christian season of Advent offers us 
the opportunity to make our way to Christmas 
slowly.  As I often say, we take it one week at a 
time, and we light one candle at a time.  To do so, 
at least in my experience, is to acknowledge the 
darkness so that we might more deeply 
appreciate the light. 

The scriptural texts for the Sundays of 
Advent express a yearning for something yet 
unreached (and perhaps in some ways yet 
unnamed), a desire to see change and to be 
changed, a struggle in the darkness that begs 
our hoping and waiting for the light.  They also 
offer the promise of fulfillment. 

As always, I hope that you will resolve to be 
in worship, either in person or remotely, every 
Sunday during this holy season.  I hope you will 
participate in every way possible in the activities 
and opportunities offered by and through Wesley 
United Methodist Church during the month of 
December. 

The One on whom we are waiting, and for 
whom we are yearning, will come to us.  Jesus the 
Messiah will fulfill our deepest longings and satisfy 
our most lofty hopes.  May this blessing be yours, 
and ours together, as we enter once again into 
the season which signals for us a new church 
year and a new beginning. 

 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Tom Corum 

 

Making Our Way Slowly to Christmas 
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Second Sunday Chat returns in 
January 

With December a busy month for the 
congregation, the Second Sunday Chat 
series is taking a break for the month. 
Stay tuned for the announcement of 

January’s Second Sunday Chat topic, as 
the Church and Society ministry team 

plans another opportunity for 
congregation members to discuss issues 

and questions facing Christians in modern 
society. 

 

Dylan Ealy and Connor Woodley completed boards of review to become the troop’s 60th and 
61st Eagle Scouts. 

 
On Monday we delivered 1,244 items of food and $343 in cash to the Charleston Area Churches 
Food Pantry.  Scouts from Wesley’s Troop 141 and Pack 41 collected donations at Walmart and 

Rural King on Saturday as part of the Greater St. Louis Area Council’s annual Scouting For 
Food drive. 

 
Also on Monday, scouts decorated their tree, and added a scout-themed Christmas village 

donated to the troop.  Second year Webelos Scouts from the pack visited the troop4.  They will 
cross over and join it in February. 

 
The pack held their annual holiday party, building and decorating gingerbread houses (but 

not eating them. They’re held together with glue.) 
 

Christmas wreaths will arrive and be distributed next week. 
 

PICK UP YOUR SIGN TODAY! 
 

The Christmas yard signs are 
ready to be picked up! Pick up 

your sign from the Wesley 
Library and leave your donation 

in the envelope provided.  
Thank you! 

Suggested donation: $10 
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One More Ministry 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the "One More" ministry project! This project 
involves  generous folks buying "one more" of a variety of items and delivering them to the 
baskets outside of the fellowship hall.  You will find lists of items needed in that location as 

well.  When the donated items were distributed to the 5 agencies we serve recently they were 
received with gratitude.  The list of items has been updated to reflect current needs. They 

include: 

Sexual Assault Counseling and Information Service- (SACIS) 

Walmart gift cards in $5 or $10 increments, women's sweatshirts and sports bras (all sizes), 
hairbrushes and combs. 

The Haven- (homeless shelter) 

Large Ziplock bags, bath towels, paper towels, dish soap, kitchen cleaner, toilet paper, 
deodorant, body wash, shampoo. 

The Children's Advocacy Center 

Gas cards in $10-20 increments, individually packaged snacks, juice boxes, bottled water, trash 
bags (4 and 30 gallon), toilet cleaner, DVD-Rs, post-it notes, stamps, cleaning and disinfectant 

spray, AAA batteries. 

Hope- (domestic violence services and shelter) 

Kitchen cleaner, trash bags, toilet bowl cleaner, toilet bowl brushes, laundry detergent, kitchen 
cleaner, brooms, mops. paper towels, dish towels, dish rags, dish soap. 

Standing Stone 

Dish soap, cooking oil, table salt, deodorant, shampoo, razors, toothpaste 

 

Gifts were given to the  
Memorial Fund 
in memory of 
Jolene Whitley 
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Wesley December Food Drive 

Church and Society is planning a food drive for December, to assist three local 
agencies with their missions of serving people in need: Standing Stone, HOPE of 

East Central Illinois and the EIU Campus Food Pantry. During the Sundays of 
November 28, December 5 and 12, a large donations box will be placed in the 

hallway outside the Sanctuary for non-perishable food items requested by the 
three agencies. Church and Society members will be available before and after 

services to answer any questions about the agencies’ needs. In addition, a 
donations drive-thru event will take place during the latter part of Sunday 
afternoon of December 12th. For more information and details on the food 

drive, please be sure to check out the Sunday service bulletins, Weekly E-Blasts 
and the Wesley Facebook page. 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BENEFIT CONCERT   
Sunday December 5th 

For more than 25 years, the Coles County Barbershop Chorus has presented a Christmas Benefit 
Concert for local Food Pantries and Homeless Shelters. The 30 man chorus, with members from 16 

different communities, placed second in State wide competition last fall and five quartets and an 
ensemble will also perform at the FREE one hour concert to be held on Sunday December 5th  at  

3:00 PM the concert will be hosted by the Wesley United Methodist Church of Charleston while the 
First Presbyterian Church in Mattoon will host the 7:00 PM program. Both churches require that 

those attending and those who sing, wear masks. 

The first half of the concert will deal with secular Christmas while the final portion is all about the real 
meaning of Christmas.  A classical guitarist will perform and more than a dozen youngsters from 

Jefferson School in Charleston will contribute with a drum ensemble.   Several thousand dollars are 
collected with the free will offering and more than $ 50,000 has been given to these worthy causes in 

recent years. 
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Welcome to the Wesley Staff!  

 
Welcome Neil Foor, one of our own, to the 

position of Wesley weekend custodian.  Neil is 
an elementary teacher in the Paris school 

district and a former owner of a commercial 
cleaning service.  The weekend custodian 

works on Saturdays and Sundays preparing 
the building for Sunday and weekday 

activities. Please help welcome Neil as a 
member of our Wesley staff. 

Thank you, 
Sharon 

In order to provide nursery services for 
our Wesley families,  

WE ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS  
to assist our nursery coordinator in the 

Wesley nursery.  
If you can help us out, please contact our 
coordinator, Rachel Mellott 217-508-5981, 
at your earliest convenience. Thanks for 

your valuable assistance. 
 

ORDER OR SPONSOR POINSETTIAS 
FOR THE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SEASON 

We’re now taking orders and sponsorships for poinsettias to decorate the 
sanctuary this coming holiday season! The silk poinsettias ($10 each) are 

“sponsored” and remain at the church after the Christmas season. All sponsorship 
donations support the December Monthly Mission. Live plants ($19.50 each, in 

assorted colors) are yours to take home after Christmas Eve services. You may 
choose to both sponsor AND purchase plants or do one or the other. 

 
The ordering/sponsorship deadline is MONDAY, DECEMBER 6th which will be here 

before we know it, so please order promptly! Fill out the following form and mail or 
bring it to the church office or place it in the collection basket WITH your payment 

attached. PLEASE NOTE: For record-keeping purposes, we ask that you write a 
SEPARATE CHECK for live plants and silk plants. We also ask that you NOT include 

poinsettia payments in the same check as your offering. 
Thanks so much for helping us in this way! 
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New Job Opening! 

Charleston Community Early Learning Center has a job opening for a cook. 

Hours: 6:30 – 2:30 Monday-Friday. 

Job requires planning meals (breakfast, lunch, snack), preparing food for 
children and staff (approximately 40-65), and cleanup. 

Food sanitation certificate is required but they can help the right person get that 
if needed. 

Anyone interested can get an application in the Center's office or call (345-3111) 
with any questions. 

 

For some of us, the Christmas holiday season can turn into a time of painful 
loneliness and emptiness. Maybe you have suffered the loss of a loved one or of a 

relationship; maybe you are not able to gather with your extended family during this 
ongoing pandemic; or maybe you are just going through a difficult time. 

Regardless, help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care. They will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for you, 

and support you through the holidays and for as long as your need persists. If you 
or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by calling 

Stephen Leader Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-7273 or one of the other Stephen Leaders. 
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 
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All Saints Sunday was given extra importance as we at Wesley Church dedicated our 
"Tree of Remembrance" and memorial garden located just outside the sanctuary 

doors.  125 doves were placed in the memorial bowl naming 831 specific names.  (We did 
not count the general naming of groups such as "my family and friends who have 
gone before me" or "all those we honored during our All-Saints candle ceremony".) 

 
There were also other symbols that have been reported that spoke of God's 

presence during the two ceremonies: a 21-gun salute at just the right time, a cloud 
formation of an angel with outstretched arms hovering over just as the prayer was 
being made, an inspirational clarinet duet played during our time of reflection, and 

even an airplane passing over in respect.  Gratitude and blessings go to all who took 
part in any way in that ceremony and to those of you who have provided time, effort, 

ideas, and money donations to see this project come to fruition.  It is a blessing that 
will become more and more important to our church in the years to come. 

 
You will observe continued improvements as Chase Armstrong, a member of our boy 

scout troop, has started for his Eagle Scout Project the building of a solid area to 
provide wheelchair accessibility and safety to all who will come to sit and to 

remember. 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Advent is just around the corner, and you can participate by signing 
up to light the Advent Wreath during Sunday services or on 

Christmas Eve. Sign up as a family, couple, or friend group. The 
readings for your chosen day will be provided in advance. 

 
You will find the signup sheet at the information desk in the narthex! 
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DECEMBER MISSION PROJECT  
3 GREAT CAUSES: ADVENT MISSION OFFERING 

Traditionally, during the holiday season the Wesley Missions Ministry Team has divided the December 

offering among three causes: a local mission, a regional mission, and an international mission. 

This Advent season, our local mission is the Charleston High School Helping Hands program and the 

Charleston Middle School Assistance program. Both programs are intended for students who have been 

identified by administrators and teachers as having needs beyond their means, such as clothing, shoes, and 

food. Often the students are identified as living in precariously food insecure settings. In these cases, 

school administrators purchase food for the students, especially for weekends. For other items, students 

are taken to Walmart to shop for needed items. 

Our regional mission is the Children’s Advocacy Center of East Central Illinois (CAC). The CAC is 

nationally accredited by the National Children’s Alliance and serves a ten-county area in East Central 

Illinois providing services for children who have been sexually or physically abused. Trained forensic 

interviewers work with the children, and advocates work with the families. Often this assistance may be 

provided for several years. This organization’s needs include gas cards to assist families who travel a 

distance to the agency, and gift cards for food when a family is at the agency for a lengthy period of time. 

Donations are needed not only for these needs, but also to help meet matching requirements when CAC 

applies for grant funding. 

Our international mission is the UMC’s Global Ministries campaign, Love Beyond Borders: The Interfaith 

Movement to End the Pandemic. The goal of this interfaith project is to assist COVAX (COVID-19 

Vaccines Global Access) and UNICEF in distributing the COVID-19 vaccine around the world to end the 

pandemic. Through the Global Ministries initiative, your donations will help with the procurement and 

distribution of 1.4 billion Covid-19 vaccines to approximately 196 participating COVAX countries. For 

every $37 donated, 10 people will receive 2 vaccines each. 

As always, you may place your offerings in the basket near the Sanctuary entrance, mail your offering to 

the church, or use the online giving site at www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving. If writing a check, 

please mark Advent on the memo line. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC AT 11:00 
 

If you have a favorite inspirational piece or song 
you would like to share with the congregation, 

sign up to sing or play in worship at 11:00!  

Call the office at 217-345-3917, or 
email charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com and we will 

find the right Sunday for you! 

mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Longest Night of the Year Service 
 

December 21st is the winter solstice, marking the shortest day and longest 
night of the year. On this night, we gather for worship to remember those 

who are not with us for the holidays, to acknowledge the ways we may 
not feel like celebrating this time of year, and to seek healing and 

wholeness from God. Our service will be at 7:00 p.m. in the chapel, led by 
Rev. Betzy Elifrits Warren, Director of the Wesley Foundation. There will be 

a time of remembrance and a time of anointing with oil and prayer, for 
those who want anointing. This quiet and meditative service offers a time 

to get away from the noise and busyness and connect with God in a 
different way. 

 

SWEATSHIRT DRIVE TO BENEFIT THE 
‘CAMINOS’ 

Voices Sunday school class has started to collect 
sweatshirts for the Caminos (unaccompanied 

minors) staying at Cunningham Home until they 
can be connected with family in the U.S. We would 
like to offer this opportunity to help these boys to 
everyone at Wesley. Sweatshirts need to be men’s 

sizes small and medium. Please drop them off at 
the tables in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday 
morning. Thanks for caring. Any questions, 

contact Cheryl Lair at billcheryllair@gmail.com 
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Jenny Fagaly 

Harold Hackett 
Cathy Matheny 
Stephen Green 
Jean Rinefort 

Marjorie Checkley 
Becky Metzger 

Janice Kahl 
Olivia Schuette 

Steve Honselman 
Judy James 
Don Grewell 

Debby Esarey 
Roy Meyerholtz 

Bill Hill 
 
 
 

Jeffery & Janet Vanatta 
Don & Tina Held 

Bob & Mary Jorstad 
Leif & Marie Nielsen 

Richard & Ruth Ann Craig 
John & Nancy Swinford 

Tom Corum 
Cosette Hutti 

Michelle Craig Easter 
Frances Williams 

Tammy Zuber 
Brenda Hale 
Darrell King 

Irvin Lawson 
Betsy Jewell-Mellott 

Mary White 
Julie Dietz 

Adam Easter 
Dick Hummel 
Kelly Bensley 

Betty Campbell 
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At Wesley UMC 

How to Get Connected 
Sign up for Weekly & Monthly Newsletter 

Stay up to date with the latest Wesley news! Email 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to sign up for the 

weekly and monthly newsletter or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards 

 

Interested in a Daily Devotional? 

Daily Devotionals are a great encouragement in your walk 

with Christ. Email bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to 

sign up for a daily devotional or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards. 

 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

MAIN OFFICE: (217) 345-3917 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

   

Service Times: 

In person Worship Service: 8:30 & 11AM 

Social Media: 

  

https://www.facebook.com

/charlestonwesley/ 

  

   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/

user/CharlestonWesley 

 

  

 

@Charleston_WUMC 

     

                          Wesley UMC | 2206 4th St | Charleston | IL | 61920  

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, 
as well as a path to growing in your faith.  Thank you for 

sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 
body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving 

makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, 
mailed to the church office (2206 Fourth St., Charleston, IL 
61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).  May 
we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous 

giving! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

