
 

 

March 18, 2020 

 

Dear First Baptist Family, 

New York City, for the first time in over 250 years cancelled the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  A little bit 

closer to home, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo cancelled for the first time in its 88-year history. 

And right here in Plainview, the Flying Queens were unable to compete for a National Championship.      

I know for the ladies who come to our church and the entire team it was a major disappointment.     

Your hurt has not gone unnoticed. 

Our way of life has undergone alteration and will experience further and ever more intense 

interruptions. 

With all these changes, it was only a matter of time before this had an impact upon how we worship  

and disciple one another as a church family.    

I met with our deacons Tuesday night to choose a way forward.  The deacons and servants of our 

church, after prayer and discussion, decided to move to a virtual experience for the next few weeks.  

Impacts upon this decision include flattening the curve of COVID-19, concern for the elderly and those 

with compromised immune systems, and the new cases in Lubbock which increase the concern of 

community spread.   

Here is what an online church looks like for us.  Our worship service will be viewable at 10:15 am every 

Sunday online at our church’s website, firstplainview.com and on our Facebook live feed.  The service 

will also be on Suddenlink channel 2 this Sunday at 1:00 pm. 

To make this the best experience possible for you and your family, please do everything you can to limit 

distractions as you would if you were present in our worship center.   

We will also provide online opportunities for our discipleship groups and ministries to children, 

teenagers, and university students.  All those in these ministry areas will receive communication from 

our ministry staff about their plans to continue discipleship efforts. 

Our example for how to handle the pandemic before us is Jesus Christ.  Jesus faced the greatest threat 

to all people by not hoarding his love, riches, and own blood.  Jesus gave everything sacrificially on the 

cross.  The Bible is clear that at all times, but particularly in times of need, the follower of Jesus is to 

sacrificially consider the needs of his brother or sister.  We read this teaching in 1 John 3. 

I understand that the United States Treasury will soon send checks.  If things are tight financially use the 

check to provide security for your livelihood.  But, if you have a secure savings and the check arrives, 

consider investing in the local economy, especially the vulnerable economy.  I have in mind those who 

work on tips such as waiters or waitresses, or those who depend on customers visiting their shops like 

barbers or hairdressers.  You might keep in mind local food service efforts such as Snack Pak 4 Kids.   



 

You have shown to be a generous people to our ministry.  I appreciate your continued support of the 

work here at First Baptist.  You can visit our website to find ways to give. 

In the event COVID-19 impacts our nursing homes and hospital, our church is setting up a fund to assist 

those in the medical field who find it unwise to return home after caring for a patient with COVID-19.  

This fund will provide a daily voucher for hotel and food for any EMT, nurse, or doctor.   

A further impactful investment of your time and care is the elderly among us.  You could adopt an 

elderly couple or individual to call a couple times a week to see what they need.  Most of these folks in 

Plainview are quite resilient and will probably say, “I’m fine.”  You will probably have to go to the store 

and drop something off on their doorstep.  Then call and let them know it’s there waiting for them. 

I hope that the story that comes out of this is that the people of First Baptist Plainview were sacrificially 

generous.  I pray that on the other side of this crisis we can say that we walked through this difficulty 

with faith and courage finding ways to take care of the elderly and vulnerable.  I expect that we will see 

our bond grow stronger than it has ever been.   

When we can all come together again, I expect it will be a great celebration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jacob West 

 


