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My Coming Retirement 

For more than 15 years, it has been the greatest privilege imaginable for Elizabeth and 

me to serve the Lord as Iris missionaries in Mozambique. Last year, Elizabeth officially 

retired and has become very active in leadership as an elder in our local church. Now it 

is my turn: and I will be joining Elizabeth in retirement effective September 30 of this 

year. 

A number of factors have contributed to the timing of this decision. In the first place, I 

am now 75 years of age (though I don't feel a day over 74!). Frankly, our personal 

support has been dwindling significantly in recent 

years as many of our long-term supporters are also 

getting older.  And unfortunately, Iris Canada's 

financial support is also challenged these days...such 

that IMC has frequently been unable to meet its 

financial commitments to our Pemba projects in 

recent months (and the impact of the current 

coronavirus crisis is only expected to make the 

situation worse).  

Moreover--and very seriously--there is increasing 

terrorist activity in northern Mozambique... 

exacerbated, according to authoritative reports, by 

recent Mafia involvement in heroin importation and 

ruby smuggling. I had an April-May trip to Pemba all organized a few months ago, but I 

was advised not to go if I didn't absolutely have to because of a sharp increase in 

terrorist violence. And only this past week there has been further serious violence 

reported in the region. The city of Pemba and our Noviane Centre are relatively secure 

because of their geographical location and the concentration of security forces there. But 

our Mieze Centre is potentially more exposed and vulnerable; and a white guy like 

myself driving alone back and forth to Mieze might present a tempting target that could 

escalate the tension and violence in the area very quickly!  

All things considered, it seemed like the inevitable time had come!  



By agreement, Iris Global in Pemba will assume control of Mieze and Noviane from Iris 

Canada on October 1.  

Although I'm retiring from Iris Canada, I'm certainly not retiring from Christian 

ministry. Our local church has been very involved in the ministry at Noviane and Mieze 

for many years and has established an Education Fund to support some of our young 

people in university and vocational programs. I'll continue to work with the committee 

overseeing that fund to direct support to promising Mozambican youth from our 

programs. 

The Iris Canada sponsorship program that has been such a blessing to so many over so 

many years will, sadly, end in September. Any accumulated funds will be disbursed to 

the children. Any sponsors who may wish to give an additional amount toward their 

sponsored children's future can do so up until September After that, all automatic 

withdrawals will be stopped by IMC and any gifts given after that time will be used by 

IMC for their general purposes, 

Similarly, our personal support received via IMC will end at the end of September.  

We have never wanted to speak about our personal needs--preferring always to share the 

needs of our children or projects. I've served the Lord in Christian ministry for 45 years 

without benefit of any kind of pension provision other than minimal CPP. We have 

trusted the Lord for our provision over all those years...and we continue to trust him for 

our future.  

Some of you have stood behind us 

personally so very faithfully and 

generously...realizing that without a 

missionary there's no mission! If 

anyone might be planning to make a 

special year-end contribution to our 

support, please be aware that the 

last week of September will be the 

deadline for any final gifts toward 

our future care. Thank you. 

 



Educational Update 

The school year in Mozambique begins in early February 

and runs through November. This year, our project is 

supporting eight students in university degree programs: 

three in general medicine, two at the Pedagogical 

University preparing to become secondary school 

teachers, one studying mechanical engineering, one in 

tourism and hospitality management, and one in 

international relations. We're also supporting an amazing 

67 young people in secondary school...some of whom 

have been in our program since two years of age! There 

are also 52 younger children in primary school in Mieze 

or Pemba village.  

 

Village Discipleship 

For many years, our Mieze "Village of Love" has conducted a Saturday morning 

discipleship program for children from the surrounding Mieze village. On average, that 

program has regularly drawn 5-600 children...each of whom received a nutritious plate 

of beans and rice at the end of the program. 

More recently however, the 

number of children in regular 

attendance has almost doubled 

to over a thousand every 

Saturday. This is truly 

wonderful because there is 

such openness to the gospel. 

The children enthusiastically 

receive Jesus...as eagerly as 

they receive their coveted 

plate of food!  

  


