
JANUARY 2022

21 DAYS 
OF SEEK





WHAT 
IS SEEK?

SEEK is a season where we intentionally minimize 
the distractions and normal routines in our lives 
to hear God’s voice better and focus on what He is 
saying and doing. When we turn down the volume 
in our day-to-day lives, it has the supernatural 
effect of turning up the volume of God’s voice.

Every January, our church hosts a 21 day season 
that’s filled with daily devotions, prayer meetings, 
worship, and church-wide fasting. 

SEEK is designed for everyone. It doesn’t matter if 
you’re brand new to our church, or if you’ve fasted 
before, if you’re young or old, if you’re single or 
married with kids—we want you to be part of it.

Throughout this book, you’ll find curated 
devotionals that align with each day’s prayer focus 
and scripture. You’ll also discover our worship 
and prayer meeting schedule. These are excellent 
opportunities to engage together as a church with 
your Life Group, family, or friends. 

Something powerful takes place when God’s 
people come together to lift up one voice. Ask Him 
what He wants from you over these 21 days.
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Wednesday, January 12
Main Auditorium, 7pm

Wednesday, January 19
Main Auditorium, 7pm

Wednesday, January 26
Main Auditorium, 7pm

Friday, January 28
7pm-7am

Childcare is not provided for our prayer meetings, 
but families are encouraged to attend and pray 
together.

Worship & Prayer
Schedule

All Night
Worship & Prayer
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SEEK INFORMATION
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This SEEK season will be different than years 
past. We’re inviting you to take time, prepare 
your heart, and ask God what He wants of 
you during these 21 days. Even if that means 
fasting longer than you’ve ever fasted, remov-
ing more comforts than you’d prefer, or taking 
time to pray early in the morning and late at 
night, we’re expecting God to move like never 
before in our church family.

Once you hear from God and have clarity on 
what this SEEK season will look like for you, 
we encourage you to write it down and share 
it with your community. Making your vision 
known to your Life Group, family, or friends is 
an excellent way to share what God is doing in 
your life and build accountability.

On the following pages, we’ll show you several 
different ways you can engage during these 
21 days. We encourage you to select at least 
one item from each category and commit to 
following through the entirety of SEEK.

WHAT IS GOD 
ASKING OF YOU
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FOUR WAYS 
TO ENGAGE
DURING SEEK

Choose a Fast:
Fasting is an invitation from the Lord for us to 
engage with Him in a heightened way. There is 
no right or wrong way to fast, and there are many 
different kinds of fasts to choose from. Here are 
several ways you can participate:
• 1-day fast each week for the entire day
• 3-day liquid fast
• 10-day Daniel fast or liquid fast
• 21-day Daniel fast, liquid fast, or 1 meal per day

1
Remove Comfort:
We encourage you to set aside some of the comforts 
that consume your time and spend extra time seeking 
God’s face. Here are a few comforts that you can 
abstain from:
• Social media (Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, TikTok)
• Entertainment (movies, TV, YouTube)
• Buying material items (instead, donate and give to 

the poor)
• _________ (fill in the blank)
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Pray and Intercede:
Scripture teaches us that something unique and 
powerful happens when believers gather together 
in faith to seek God and cry out to Him with one 
voice. Here are some ways to engage through 
prayer and worship:
• Attend at least 1 prayer meeting per week
• Attend every SEEK Wednesday night service
• Set morning alarm 30 minutes early to pray 

3 4
Read the Bible:
During these 21 days, carve out significant time 
to spend reading the Bible. Here are a few 
reading challenges:
• Start and complete a 21-Day YouVersion 

Reading Plan
• Start 1-Year YouVersion Full Bible Reading Plan
• Read the entire New Testament in 21 days
• Read the entire Bible in 21 days



Make your vision known and write down what 
God is asking of you during these 21 days:

WHAT IS GOD
ASKING OF YOU

CHOOSE A FAST1

SCHEDULE A TIME TO PRAY AND INTERCEDE3

REMOVE A COMFORT2

PICK A BIBLE READING PLAN4
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SEEK CALENDAR

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

DAY 8

DAY 9

DAY 10

DAY 11

DAY 12

DAY 13

DAY 14

DAY 15

DAY 16

DAY 17

DAY 18

DAY 19

DAY 20

DAY 21

Monday, January 10

Tuesday, January 11

Wednesday, January 12

Thursday, January 13

Friday, January 14

Saturday, January 15

Sunday, January 16

Monday, January 17

Tuesday, January 18

Wednesday, January 19

Thursday, January 20

Friday, January 21

Saturday, January 22

Sunday, January 23

Monday, January 24

Tuesday, January 25

Wednesday, January 26

Thursday, January 27

Friday, January 28

Saturday, January 29

Sunday, January 30

Focus: Consecration

Focus: Guidance

Focus: Strength

Focus: Sanctification

Focus: Freedom from Shame

Focus: Wisdom

Focus: Victory

Focus: Strengthening of Marriages

Focus: Provision

Focus: Our Jobs

Focus: Our Pastors

Focus: Protection for Our Families

Focus: Health for Our Families

Focus: Peace for Our Families

Focus: Lost Family Members

Focus: Lost Friends

Focus: Lost Coworkers

Focus: Lost Neighbors

Focus: The Poor in Our City

Focus: Our Witness

Focus: Revival
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DAY
ONE

“What do you want?” I’m sure you’ve heard this question be-
fore. The person asking you may have meant something as 
simple as what kind of candy you want from the store, but it’s 
more serious than that. I’m not asking you what kind of food you 
want for breakfast, what kind of car you want to drive, or even 
what kind of job you want. I mean this: What do you want for 
your life? When we hear that question, many of us struggle to 
give an answer. Like a little boy on the penny side of the candy 
aisle, we don’t realize there’s something more available to us—
something beyond what we can imagine or dream. 

You probably remember hearing this question for the first time 
as a child. Someone asked you what you wanted to be when 
you grew up. Your parents and teachers tried to get you to think 
about the direction your life would take so they could properly 
prepare you for the future. I heard that question over and over 
again as I was growing into adulthood. However, this question 
doesn’t stop on your eighteenth birthday. The truth is, we will 
be answering it for the rest of our lives. 

Our culture is consumer-driven. We look for the things we think 
will give us the most fulfillment, even though we don’t know 
what a fulfilled life actually is. What would happen if we rejected 
the cultural expectations and started living according to what 
God wants for us as citizens of His Kingdom? 

The Kingdom of God isn’t “me-centric.” In fact, it truly has 
nothing to do with what we want and everything to do with 
what God wants. “What do you want?” Can you see how this 

question changes as you try to follow Jesus? It transforms into 
“God, what do You want? Because I want what You want!”

As we enter into this SEEK 21 days of prayer and fasting, I chal-
lenge you to ask God what He wants of you. From there, take 
that plan or vision and write it out. Then, surround yourself with 
relationships that will help hold you up and spur you on through-
out this season. I  believe that, as we seek after the Lord, con-
secrate ourselves, and say, “God, I want what You want,” we will 
begin to know Him in a more profound and intimate way. 

Father, You are God alone, and there is no other. I submit myself 
to You and resist the devil. Idraw near to You, knowing You will 
draw near to me. May I encounter You in such a way that you 
change my heart and mind so that I want what You want.

DEVOTIONAL
P. LEE CUMMINGS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
JAMES 4:6, 10

TOPIC
CONSECRATION



DAY
TWO

God, who is outside of time and sees the end from the begin-
ning, has carefully and lovingly ordered your steps. But He does 
more than that. He does not leave you in the dark to stumble 
around and figure out those steps by yourself. Psalm 199:105 
says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” 
(KJV). God comes alongside you through His Word and the Holy 
Spirit to illuminate your path. He wants to be your guide, the 
one you turn to for counsel.

You are not alone. God wants to be intricately involved in your 
life—in the big and in the small, in the decisions and in the 
waiting. Psalm 37:23 says, “The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, and He delights in his way” (NKJV emphasis added). 
Simply put, God takes delight in your journey. He delights in 
every step. He loves to guide you and direct your steps. 

God delights in giving you the opportunity to choose or make 
decisions. He delights in you as you invite Him into your import-
ant life decisions and difficult situations. He wants to be your 
Wonderful Counselor. He wants to give you guidance. 

When was the last time you really brought God into your de-
cision-making process? Today, bring your schedule, your goals, 
your work life, your home life, and your social life before 
the Lord. 

Identify areas in your life where you are in need of the Lord’s 
counsel and guidance. I encourage you to be specific. Are you 
at a fork in the road in your career? Have you hit your wit’s end 

with your kids? What is that pressing circumstance in your life? 
Where do you need the Wonderful Counselor to guide you and 
illuminate the path He has for you? 

Now let this prayer be a launching point into the rest of the 
day as you seek guidance from the Lord. You may want to pray 
it aloud. 

Father,

Today, I need guidance. I confess I do not know which way to 
go. I confess on my own I am lost. But I desire to know and to do 
your will. Lead me in my decision-making. Guide me through 
this difficulty in my life. Illuminate my path. Show me the way I 
should go, and I will walk in it. Amen.

Now let Him speak back to you. Give Him space and time today 
to respond to your prayer.

DEVOTIONAL
RACHEL CULVER

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
PSALM 37:23

TOPIC
GUIDANCE
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DAY
THREE

Have you ever struggled with mastering something and some-
one walked up to you and said, “Hey, there’s a much easier way 
to do that—let me show you”? Suddenly, you found yourself 
enlightened and empowered, questioning how much improved 
your existence could have been if you had only realized this life-
hack sooner! 
 
Similarly, in Philippians 4:12–13, we see a wise and experi-
enced Paul stepping in to help us out with a pro-tip. You see, 
Paul was deeply acquainted with the highs and the lows life 
can dish out: lack and plenty, pain and comfort, captivity and 
liberty, shipwrecks and spiritual mountaintops. Paul experi-
enced much more than most, and he learned how to navigate 
both extremes. Advising from his vast array of life experiences, 
Paul shared that he had a secret, a life-hack, for anything and 
everything we could possibly encounter. So, what was this se-
cret Paul wanted to impress upon us? When we depend on the 
Lord, He infuses strength for any and every situation we face! 
 
Paul wasn’t speaking of his own enduring abilities. He didn’t 
have a secret super-strength of his own to draw on. Instead, 
he relied on our supernatural, strength-infusing God who had 
proven Himself faithful to uniquely strengthen Paul in every-
thing He called him to. Because of this, Paul knew a stability that 
made him undaunted by his circumstances, and it diminished 
the power those circumstances had over him. In the same way, 
Paul knew that God would also impart a supernatural strength 
for us to endure—and even thrive—in the conditions and ad-
versities we face. When the difficulties and unimaginables of 

life arise, just like Paul, we can depend on the One who holds 
and strengthens us in every situation. 
 
It can be easier to embrace this God-infused strength when 
we’re struggling: when our health is failing, our job is threat-
ened, our family is in turmoil, or we can’t make ends meet. But 
if we’re honest, there are times where we aren’t necessarily 
struggling: when our first world, comfortable life appears man-
ageable and we seem less desperate to need or rely on Him. 
Paul had the same pro-tip for this season: You can only endure 
this season of highs by depending on the Lord’s strength. Paul 
learned that he needed the same degree of reliance upon God 
in the good times and bad. He knew that it’s logical to lean on 
the Lord in scarcity, but he wanted us Christ followers to learn 
we must rely on the Lord equally in times of highs and lows. 
 
How desperately are you leaning on God for strength in this 
season? Wherever you find yourself, remember that your 
strength is found only in Him and through Him. 

Faithful God, I need You to bring me the strength, peace, joy, 
and contentment I need. Thank You for equipping me with ev-
erything I need for everything I face today.

DEVOTIONAL
P. MONICA LEE

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
PHILIPPIANS 4:12–13  

TOPIC
STRENGTH

16



DAY
FOUR

In our Scripture reading today, Joshua and the people of Israel 
were preparing to cross over the Jordan River and inherit the 
land that was promised to them. Israel had just concluded their 
time of wilderness wandering for a staggering 40 years. After 
being delivered from over 200 years of Egyptian slavery, the 
people had endured 40 years of wandering, confusion, and 
frustration—40 years of death, bitterness, and hopelessness. 
Yet these long years had been dotted all throughout with mo-
ments of God’s faithfulness and supernatural provision. He had 
never forsaken them.
 
In our Scripture verses today, Joshua instructed the people to 
get up and follow behind the ark of the covenant into their in-
heritance. The ark was the focal point of God’s presence with 
His people. His Spirit rested there. Holy is the only word that 
begins to describe the ark of the covenant. The people were 
to follow behind the ark but at a distance of about 3,000 feet. 
Why? Because the ark was the most tangible place of God’s 
presence in the entire world. Joshua commanded the people 
to sanctify themselves in preparation for this event. Interesting-
ly, this word sanctify is the same Hebrew word that is translat-
ed “holy” or “consecrate” elsewhere in Scripture. 

You may ask, “If Israel made themselves holy like the ark of the 
covenant, then why did they still have to stay ten football fields 
away?” That is a great question. Though it can be hard for us 
to understand today, ancient people thought of God a lot like 
we think of electricity. It’s always around us, giving light, power, 
security, and comfort. It’s an integral part of our lives, yet we 
also know the danger of electrical current.

Don’t try this at home, but what might happen if you stick a fork 
into an electrical outlet? It wouldn’t be pretty. Rather, we have 
transformers, circuit breakers, and insulated wiring as tools 
that help us interact with the incredible power of electricity. In 
the same way, God gave the Israelites special tools and instruc-
tions that allowed them to properly interact with His presence. 
The ark of the covenant was one, and the act of sanctification 
was another. The ark was holy. God gave the Israelites special 
instructions to help them become holy as well. Practices like 
circumcision and observing the Sabbath were important parts 
of this sanctification process. 

Now, for Christ followers today, it is Jesus who sanctifies us as 
we continue to trust Him. He gives us wonderful tools like bap-
tism, Scripture, and Christian community that help sanctify us. 
God partnered with Joshua and the people of Israel. Just as 
He led the way through the wilderness, He would lead the way 
into the Promised Land. Not only that, but did you catch what 
Joshua said in verse 5? “For tomorrow the Lord will do won-
ders among you.” What a promise! The same God who dwells 
in absolute holiness made a way for us to be holy, too. This is a 
magnificent wonder and mystery. 

Thank You, God, that You never stop partnering with me in my 
journey of sanctification. The precious blood of Jesus is power-
ful enough to cleanse me from all my sin. Guide me in the path 
that leads to eternal life.

DEVOTIONAL
P. SCOTT MISAR

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
JOSHUA 3:2–5   

TOPIC
SANCTIFICATION
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Everyone experiences a certain amount of shame and regret 
over past sins, poor choices, or decisions they have made in 
life. In fact, Satan is called the “accuser of the brethren,” and 
one of his primary ways of attacking followers of Jesus is to use 
guilt, shame, and condemnation to keep us from believing we 
can fully walk in God’s plan for our lives. Scripture has much to 
say about shame, and there are numerous examples of people 
in the Bible who experienced regret because of poor choices.
 
In today’s passage, Isaiah is reminding Israel that, even though 
they have fallen short and worshipped idols, God will not put 
them to shame if they turn from wickedness and return to Him. 
But you don’t have to get all the way to Isaiah before you see 
shame taking a toll on God’s people. In the first three chapters 
of Genesis, we see Adam and Eve living in perfect union with 
God, yet still they chose sin over obedience. Adam’s immediate 
response was to hide from God and attempt to cover his na-
kedness with tree leaves. I can only imagine the shame both he 
and Eve must have felt as they remembered the paradise they 
forfeited and reflected on the ramifications of their decision. 

Fast forward to today, and we followers of Jesus are still bat-
tling against the shame and rejection that can accompany poor 
choices we’ve made or promises we’ve failed to keep.  How 
many times have we all said, “God, I’m gonna do better,” or “I 
swear that was the last time,” when confronting our shortcom-
ings. The temptation is to think that, when we miss it, God gets 
angry and holds it against us, which can result in us responding 
like Adam, hiding in shame instead of approaching the throne 
of grace (see Heb. 4:16). Too often, we focus on our perfor-
mance rather than our position.

Thankfully, the Bible is clear that anyone in Christ “is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17 NKJV). Because of our position in 
Christ, we are no longer slaves to our past mistakes or failures; 
instead, we are promised that, “if we confess our sins, [God] is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NKJV). Two key things we need to 
remember as Christians:

Godliness is not a line you cross; it’s a direction you travel. 
While it’s true that we’ll never be perfect, we can and must grow 
in godliness (see 1 Tim. 4:8). When you do miss the mark, don’t 
run from God in shame, but run to Him in humility! God will nev-
er reject a humble and contrite heart, and genuine repentance 
invites the Spirit to wash and cleanse us so that shame cannot 
get a foothold (see Rom. 8:1).

Shame is ultimately the fear of rejection manifesting itself. We 
fear God could never really love or accept us because of our 
shortcomings, so we project His rejection on ourselves. Scrip-
ture is clear, however, that God will never leave us or forsake 
us. (see Heb. 13:5). So when guilt and shame attack your mind, 
confess the truth that Satan is a liar,  you are forgiven, and you 
are forever a child of God. 

One of my favorite scriptures regarding shame is found in Mi-
cah 7:8—“Do not rejoice over me, my enemy; when I fall, I will 
arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me.” 

Lord, thank You that the cross has the final word, not my sin. I 
thank You for that reality and walk in it today! 

DEVOTIONAL
P. JON ZONDERVAN

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
ISAIAH 54:4

TOPIC
FREEDOM FROM SHAME

DAY
FIVE
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DAY
SIX

Wisdom. What a gift that God has given to us. Wisdom is the 
kind of gift that God encourages us to ask Him for, that we might 
know Him better and walk in His ways. Wisdom is more than 
knowledge, for knowledge can puff us up and give us a false 
sense of independence from God. In fact, in the very beginning 
of creation, it was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
that tempted Adam and Eve to choose a life of independence 
from God in their decision making. Knowledge only means that 
we accumulate information and then process it through the fil-
ter of our own experience and desires. But in our fallen, sinful 
state, knowledge can deceive us, just as it did in the garden.

The apostle Paul states that “‘all of us possess knowledge.’ 
This ‘knowledge’ puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1). We live 
in a world that has more knowledge available to us than ever 
before. In fact, most of the world’s knowledge is available to us, 
literally at our fingertips through the internet and our smart-
phones. Yet, look at the world and how broken it is. Look at our 
lives and take stock of what knowledge alone has done to us.

But wisdom is different. Wisdom is higher than mere knowl-
edge alone. Where knowledge concerns itself with facts, wis-
dom is rooted in truth and purpose. It was wisdom that the writ-
er of Proverbs highlights in our reading today as present with 
God when He created the world we live in.

Wisdom is walking in understanding that comes as a gift from 
God to hungry people whose hearts are set on knowing Him 
and drawing closer to Him than mere facts or knowledge will 
allow. Proverbs 8:1–6 says,

Listen as Wisdom calls out! Hear as understanding raises her 
voice! On the hilltop along the road, she takes her stand at the 
crossroads. By the gates at the entrance to the town, on the 
road leading in, she cries aloud, “I call to you, to all of you! I raise 
my voice to all people. You simple people, use good judgment. 
You foolish people, show some understanding. Listen to me! 
For I have important things to tell you. (NLT)

We can hear the passionate invitation of God to pursue His gift 
of wisdom that He gives in an all-out pursuit of Him through His 
Word and Spirit. It makes me think of the lengths we will go to 
at the invitation to meet someone famous. We would take the 
whole day off, plan out what we would wear, cancel all other 
plans and probably show up early, looking for the arrival of the 
celebrity or someone we hold in high regard. It would not be at 
all how we treat the mundane and familiar.

Are we treating the invitation to gain wisdom with the zeal that 
we should? If we do, God promises that the pursuit of wisdom 
will result in finding more of Him.

God, today, I want to go after all that You have waiting for me. I 
choose to embrace the building blocks of a life of purpose and 
truth. I want to know You and grow in wisdom.

DEVOTIONAL
P. JANE CUMMINGS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
PROVERBS 8:22–29

TOPIC
WISDOM
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In seasons of prayer and fasting, we as disciples position our-
selves to experience victory and breakthrough in our lives. The 
Chrisitian life is a victorious life. John the Apostle writes in his 
first epistle, “For everyone who has been born of God over-
comes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world--our faith.” How does one experience greater measures 
of the victory of Christ that is bound up in our faith? I firmly be-
lieve that praying the apostolic prayers is the prescription.

I noticed a change in my own life in the early days as I regularly 
prayed the apostolic prayers with their positive language. Little 
by little I became more positive in my emotions and developed 
more mercy and kindness in my heart toward the weaknesses 
in the church. The positive focus of the apostolic prayers is also 
essential in helping us to operate in faith. The apostolic prayers 
in the New Testament provide us with good theology for a vic-
torious church. Praying these prayers builds our faith for reviv-
al. A man once asked me, “Why do you believe the church will 
be victorious at the end of the age?” I told him to look at the 
prayers of Jesus and the apostles for the church. My theolo-
gy on a victorious church and revival was formed partially by 
praying the New Testament prayers repeatedly. These prayers 
were given by the Holy Spirit, and though they have not yet 
been fully answered, they surely will be. The church will walk in 
great victory, power, purity, unity, and love before Jesus returns.
 
I want to make this practical for you. Here are a few of the apos-
tolic prayers you can pray to experience greater measures of 
God’s victory in your life: Ephesians 1:17–19, Ephesians 3:16–19, 

and Philippians 1:9–11. Read these verses out loud, and then 
pray them in your own words. Below are some examples of 
what this can look like. Go now, and experience the riches of 
Christ’s victory as you say to God what He’s said to you through 
the apostles.

Ephesians 1:17–19
• God I ask that You would give me the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of You.
• Holy Spirit, enlighten the eyes of my heart, that I may know 

the hope to which You have called me.

Ephesians 3:16–19
• Father, according to the riches of Your glory, would You 

strengthen me with power by Your Spirit in my inner being 
so that Christ may dwell in my heart through faith.

• Jesus, would You help me to know Your love that sur-
passes knowledge, that I may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.

Philippians 1:9–11
• Lord, would the love in me and the love in my family abound 

more and more with knowledge and all discernment.
• Holy Spirit, make me pure and blameless for the day of 

Christ, and fill me with the fruit of righteousness.

DEVOTIONAL
MIKE BICKLE

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
1 JOHN 5:4

TOPIC
VICTORY

DAY
SEVEN
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DAY
EIGHT

To understand why we should pray for the strengthening of 
marriages, we first have to understand what God’s purpose 
was for creating marriage. Do you remember that scene in The 
Little Mermaid where Ariel comes to the seagull, Scuttle, with a 
bag of human objects she found in a shipwreck? She pulls out 
a fork and asks him what it is. “This,” he declares, “is a Dingle-
hopper! Humans use these to straighten their hair out.” And he 
teaches Ariel to use it to comb her hair.

If you misunderstand the purpose of a fork and use it to comb 
your hair, you are going to get subpar results and miss out on 
its best function. It is the same with marriage. If we misunder-
stand God’s purpose in why He ordained marriage at the be-
ginning, we will miss out on its greatest benefits.

At creation, where God declares everything good, He sees one 
thing that is not good—that the man He created is alone. And 
so God creates a partner for him, a woman. And then God Him-
self declares over them in Genesis 2:24, “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh” (ESV). And in that declaration at 
the beginning of human history, God ordains that marriage has 
a unique purpose of providing a source of love, companionship, 
and partnership for humans.  

But later, the Bible reveals a deeper purpose still. In Ephesians 
5:31, Paul quotes that declaration from Genesis 2:24 and then 
says, “This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers 
to Christ and the church” (Eph. 5:32). And in one sentence, 
Paul reveals that, when God ordained marriage at the dawn 
of creation, those words gave reference to something deeper 
than marriage. As deep as His plans were for the role marriage 

would play in human history, they were actually a picture of 
something deeper still. 

Embedded into the most fundamental fabric of human experi-
ence, entwined with the deepest desires of the human heart, 
God gave us marriage in its ideal form as a picture of the love 
relationship He wants with the people He created. The best 
moments of marriage—that love, that intimacy, that connec-
tion, that fire, that longing, that friendship—are only a shadow 
of how God loves you and wants you to love Him.

So marriage is actually a picture, a piece of art, that God has 
painted over a thousand generations across every culture to 
display to billions His love for every person. He painted His 
masterpiece in the most visible place, within the thing that 
would inspire the songs and stories of centuries, within the 
feelings that would make your heart flutter, because He wanted 
everybody to see and feel it.

That is why marriage is under such attack in our world today. 
Our enemy would do anything to mar the masterpiece that de-
clares God’s love to billions. That is why we must pray for the 
strengthening of marriage. We contend for strong marriages, 
not only for the families that are impacted by them, but that 
God’s love would be more accurately and more powerfully dis-
played to a world that desperately needs to know it.

Father, I pray for the strengthening of my marriage and the 
marriages around me. And I also pray for the strengthening of 
marriage so that our world will have a clear picture of Your lim-
itless love.

DEVOTIONAL
P. TOBY CAVANAUGH

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
EPHESIANS 5:31–32

TOPIC
STRENGTHENING OF MARRIAGES
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Do you ever feel like your dreams are bigger than your current 
resources? You think, I don’t have enough, or It’s just not real-
istic. Unfortunately, it’s a fact of life that we don’t always have 
enough resources to fulfill our every wish, but as Christians, we 
know Someone who always has enough resources to provide 
for our needs.

God can provide manna in the wilderness. He can make money 
appear in a fish’s mouth. He can multiply the loaves and fishes 
to feed thousands of people! Not only does God always have 
enough to provide for us, but He wants us to partner with Him 
to advance His Kingdom! He asks us to do His work in the 
world, like spreading the gospel and caring for the poor.

Sadly, many people give up on doing God’s work because they 
think they don’t have enough to do it. When it comes to doing 
what He has called us to do, we need a new way of thinking. We 
need to stop assuming that God has the same limitations that 
humans do! God is sovereign. He has no limitations! We need 
to renew our mind so that we don’t give up on the good works 
that He has called us to do because we don’t see enough mon-
ey in our bank accounts.

The apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian church of God’s 
ability to provide for them in 2 Corinthians 9:8. Paul was taking 
up a “Big Give” offering from the Greek churches for the Chris-
tians in Jerusalem who did not have enough food to eat. Paul 
asked the Corinthians to follow through on a pledge that they 
had made earlier to contribute to the offering for the hungry be-
lievers in Jerusalem. He didn’t want their fear of lack to prevent 
them from being generous to those in need, so he said: “And 

DAY
NINE

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work” (2 Cor. 9:8).

God is able! He is able to provide not only enough for your 
needs all the time, but also enough surplus for you to do His 
Kingdom work in the world.

So who will you believe?

Take a minute in silent prayer and reflect on what God is saying 
to you in light of the fact that He is more than able to provide for 
you. Maybe He is calling you to give to someone in need, like 
the Corinthians. Maybe He is calling you to reduce your spend-
ing on luxuries so that you have more resources to do what He 
wants you to do. Maybe He wants you to believe Him for pro-
vision for a God-sized dream that will advance His Kingdom.

And God not only can provide for what He will do through you, 
but what He will do through all Christians across the world! 
Let’s believe that God is able to provide all we need to reach 
the world with God’s love!

Father, I thank You for providing all I need. I remember those 
today who are sharing the gospel in different fields around the 
globe. I pray for complete provision for the work You’ve as-
signed to them. I pray for provision for the ministries that Radi-
ant partners with, those who are serving the poor, like Kalama-
zoo Gospel Mission. I ask that You fund new Kingdom dreams 
that will transform Kalamazoo and the world with the gospel.

DEVOTIONAL
JOSH CUMMINGS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
2 CORINTHIANS 9:8

TOPIC
PROVISION
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DAY
TEN

As believers, we are called to represent Jesus and His King-
dom wherever we go, including our jobs! Whether your job is 
in education, medicine, construction, or ministry—no matter 
what field of work you are in—you are called to be a represen-
tative of Jesus. From coworkers to customers, we are given 
opportunities every day to influence people. We are not simply 
meant to be affected by culture and communities, but we are 
meant to affect them and even transform them.
 
You are called to be a thermostat! A thermostat sets the tem-
perature of the room. If it’s too cold, you turn up the heat. When 
we act like a thermostat, we establish the temperature of the at-
mosphere around us. However, if we are honest, it can be easy 
to operate more like a thermometer. A thermometer doesn’t set 
the temperature; it only reflects the temperature around it. Ex-
posure to harsh bosses, demanding customers, and frustrating 
coworkers can take its toll over time. A little gossip here, an in-
appropriate joke there, and before you know it, you are reflect-
ing the kingdom of darkness more than the Kingdom of God.
 
The way you resist becoming a thermometer is by moving from 
a passive observer to an active participant in advancing the 
Kingdom and transforming your workplace.
 
When Jesus thinks of you in your job, He says,
 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid-
den. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
(Matthew 5:14–16) 
 
So, how do we be a light in our workplace? First, we can do 
this through our words. When we speak words of life, hope, and 
encouragement, we greatly influence everyone around us. It’s 
not just our words that influence, but also our deeds. Some-
times, the greatest way to influence our coworkers is not what 
we say, but what we do. When this proves to be challenging, 
remember what Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work 
heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” So, whether through 
word or deed, we do it to the glory of God, and that transforms 
those around us.
 
Finally, we let our light shine by taking time daily to pray! When 
we pray, it transforms our hearts, it changes atmospheres, and 
we give permission for God to move in and through us!
 
Let’s take some time and pray for our places of work today.

God, thank You for providing me with work. I ask that You would 
give the grace and wisdom my employer needs to lead. I pray 
for those who work with me. Bless their work and their families. 
Please meet their needs. I thank You for blessing my workplace 
and causing the work we do there to be successful. I ask for 
myself, that You would give me the strength to work whole-
heartedly. May all I do be done for You and Your glory.

DEVOTIONAL
ABREE THORNOCK 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
MATTHEW 5:16

TOPIC
OUR JOBS
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DAY
ELEVEN

When I was asked to write the devotional on this text, I was im-
mediately hesitant. Not that I don’t believe the scripture reading 
for today, but as someone who has pastored people for years, I 
was concerned those who read this may assume that my mo-
tives are to gain more honor for myself or somehow leverage the 
words of scripture for selfish gain.

As I thought and prayed about it (actually, I almost asked if I could 
have a different theme to write about), I felt the Lord spoke clear-
ly to me about this. “Jane, this is about honor and protection. It’s 
important that people grow in honor and also see that, when 
there is honor for those who serve as leaders, it brings protec-
tion for them.” 

For Lee and I, ministry has never been about what we could gain 
for ourselves, but what we can give to help others and strength-
en God’s people. It’s an incredible privilege for any of us to be 
called a child of God. This is where honor begins—when we 
honor the Lord and surrender our lives, He invites us into His 
family by grace alone. But for those of us whom God has called 
to serve His people, it is a double honor. 

Ministry may seem to be glamorous, but what people don’t see 
are the attacks and spiritual warfare that are constant. These 
don’t just happen on Sunday mornings, but every single day. 
Ministry is more than reading the Bible and sipping coffee. It’s 
crying with people, making hard decisions in prayer, letting peo-
ple believe the worst about us, and choosing to believe the best 
about them. Ministry comes with huge responsibilities and bur-

dens, but greater than the burdens is the honor that comes with 
being able to serve Jesus in this way.

Double honor means more than just financial blessing. In fact, the 
greatest blessing that you could give your pastors and leaders is 
your constant prayer and support. Like the head pin in bowling, 
the enemy constantly targets those who are leaders, knowing 
if he can take the head pin down, many others behind them will 
be affected. Don’t get me wrong, every believer is a target, but 
the level of intensity of pressure, scrutiny, and warfare that those 
who serve as “pastor” is different. I say that to say this: Building a 
prayer shield over your pastors and leaders and their families is 
a gift that no money could ever buy. 

In a world that is growing increasingly dark, the people of God 
should shine brighter, grow bolder, and never shrink back from 
speaking the truth. Pray for your leaders that God would con-
tinue to use us as His mouthpiece. There is a blessing for us 
when you pray and support us, but there is also a shield of 
protection that surrounds those who choose to honor and up-
hold those who serve as spiritual authorities within the house 
of God. When we show honor to those whom God has placed 
over our lives, we are able to walk in blessing and receive from 
God through them. 

Thank You, Lord, for Your people that pray and support our 
amazing pastors. Thank You for the double portion of both prayer 
and support which release our pastors to walk in their calling and 
provide protection for us all. All honor to you, our Master!

DEVOTIONAL
P. JANE CUMMINGS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
1 TIMOTHY 5:17

TOPIC
OUR PASTORS
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Protection is something that we don’t always think about until 
the moment we need it the most. Maybe after your car was bro-
ken into overnight, you then install motion lights around your 
house. Or after someone broke into your home, you then go 
back and install an alarm system. Or you don’t think you need 
flood insurance until, well, the basement floods for the first time 
in twenty years. Whatever the situation is, it seems too late. 

The beautiful thing about the Lord is He promises His protec-
tion over our lives and our families. We simply need to grow in 
our proactive prayer life, claiming these promises from God. As 
believers, we get to take action for our families and step into 
the protection and under the covering that God has for us long 
before we find ourselves in situations where it feels like an af-
terthought. We know this protection is true from Psalm 91:1–2:

Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty. This I declare about the Lord: He 
alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust 
him. (NLT)

Our families are every bit of who we are. Although they might 
be messy at times, they are the ones who God has entrusted 
us to do life with from our first breath to our last. The family unit 
is God’s original design for us not only to have those to do life 
with, but also to show us a beautiful image of how His Kingdom 
operates. Because of this, the enemy knows that, if he can take 
out the family, he is taking out the core of the structure of God’s 
beautiful design. The family is an intimate, sacred space that 

we need to protect and pray for protection over. This is nothing 
to take lightly. 

So today, as you are praying, claim the protection of God over 
your family. You can pray this prayer: 

God, I thank You for my family. Thank You for the ones with 
whom You have allowed me to do life. Lord, I ask Your hand 
of protection over [name them individually] today. Holy Spirit, 
would You not only protect our physical lives, but our spiritual 
lives as well. I pray against any attacks from the enemy over my 
family in Jesus’ name. Protect my family against any plan the en-
emy has to kill, steal, and destroy us. I choose today to live in the 
shelter of the Most High. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DEVOTIONAL
P. PRESTON COLES

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
PSALM 91:1–2

TOPIC
PROTECTION FOR OUR FAMILIES

DAY
TWELVE
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DAY
THIRTEEN

God loves family! He designed family to be our home base of 
love, stability, and strength. When our families are strong, they 
provide the greatest opportunity for us to experience God’s 
love, leadership, and care. God desires our families to be con-
nected to Him as the source of our strength, and His Word even 
teaches us how to ask for that strength!

In Ephesians 3, the apostle Paul writes to pray for the family of 
God to experience spiritual strength. He starts by saying that 
he himself looks to the Father, who is the beginning of all fam-
ily, and models for us that having a strong family begins with 
seeking after God! We can reflect this in our own families by 
taking time daily to acknowledge God’s leadership and pray 
over one another. We can look at the way that Paul prayed for 
the Ephesians and pray this over one another! Paul prayed that 
we would be strengthened with power through the Holy Spirit 
and that we would know the love of God together. God is the 
source of our strength, and it is His love that binds our hearts 
together as a family.

Holy Spirit, strengthen and empower me and my family. I ask 
that my children would walk in partnership with the Holy Spir-
it at their schools and with their friends. Help them to be bold 
in sharing the love of Jesus with others! I pray that my parents 
would follow Your lead, that they would be rooted in Your love, 
and that they would be filled with everything they need from 
You! As a family, I pray that each of us would experience Your 
love today and that it would strengthen us to follow You wher-
ever You lead.

For some, the topic of family can be a painful subject. Wheth-
er you have suffered a broken relationship, the loss of a loved 
one, or the loneliness of isolation, I want to encourage you as 
well. God designed the church to be the family of God! We are 
here to support and strengthen one another as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Today, lean into the family of God and ask for 
the Lord to highlight people in the church who can encourage 
and strengthen you in your faith!

DEVOTIONAL
P. BUCKIE THORNOCK

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
EPHESIANS 3:16–19

TOPIC
STRENGTH FOR OUR FAMILIES
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Chris and DeeAnn Abke were feeling overwhelmed by a loom-
ing financial challenge. In desperation, they took some time late 
one evening -- after settling their kids into bed -- to seek the 
Lord’s help. As they sat together on their living room couch, 
making their petitions known to God, suddenly an audible voice 
began to speak, “If you need help, call 9-1-1. If you need help, 
call 9-1-1.” They heard the voice say this about four or five times, 
and then it stopped. Mystified, Chris and DeeAnn just looked at 
each other. The voice seemed to be coming from the garage, 
so they cautiously opened the door and flipped on the garage 
lights, not sure what they would find. Everything was in its place 
except for a small toy ambulance, belonging to their son, that 
lay by itself in the center of the garage floor. Chris picked up the 
ambulance, pushed a button next to its emergency lights, and 
the voice began to speak, “If you need help, call 9-1-1.” As they 
wondered aloud how the toy had activated of its own accord, 
suddenly the Holy Spirit seemed to nudge Christ with these 
words, “If you need help, call 9-1-1 -- Psalm 91:1.” Going back to 
the Scriptures, the verse had an entirely new meaning to them 
as they read it together: “He who dwells in the secret place of 
the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 
Chris and DeeAnn understood this as a divine invitation to re-
newed devotion in their secret place relationship with Him. If 
they would seek first the intimacy of abiding in the presence of 
the Almighty, the Lord would direct the supply of their financial 
needs. I share my friends’ story with you because I’m persuad-
ed the power of heaven is unlocked when we devote ourselves 
to the secret place of the Most High.

You may relate to my friends, Chris and DeeAnn, where you find 
yourself in circumstances that leave peace just beyond your 
grasp. The peace within our families ebbs and flows according 
to the season; but when we run to the secret place, our peace 
is renewed, restored, and implanted in steadfastness. Peace 
comes from hearing the voice of God in the secret place. 

In our Scripture for today, Jesus says, “When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and 
he will declare to you the things that are to come.” The Holy 
Spirit hears the words coming from the mouth of the Prince of 
Peace, and He makes them known to us. When peace within 
your family seems out of reach, run to the secret place and 
hear the voice of the Spirit of truth guiding you into all truth. I 
exhort you, flee to the secret place! Let the voice of God wash 
your heart-mind with His word of truth, and ask the Prince of 
Peace to rule over your family.

Take some time and pray.

Jesus, wash my heart-mind with Your word. I calm and quiet 
my soul right now to hear Your voice. Spirit of Truth, guide my 
family into all truth and make known to us the words that come 
from the Prince of Peace. I ask that our families be character-
ized by an abiding presence of peace in all circumstances. We 
find our refuge under the shadow of Your wings. O Prince of 
Peace, would Your tender voice pierce through the noise of the 
tempest before us.

DEVOTIONAL
BOB SORGE 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
JOHN 16:13

TOPIC
PEACE FOR OUR FAMILIES

DAY
FOURTEEN
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DAY
FIFTEEN

As followers of Jesus, we must be mindful to avoid misunder-
standing the voice of the Lord. The disciples initially responded 
to the conversational leadership of Jesus with a lack of under-
standing. When the Lord speaks to us today, we must purpose-
fully avoid intellectual conclusions or innocent lack of under-
standing. Our response to the Lord must include inviting the 
Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures to shape our understanding 
through a spirit of wisdom and revelation (see Eph 1:18). 

Jesus elevated the disciples’ understanding by removing a veil 
to a hidden reality of Jesus’ food not consumed through the 
physical body, but His hunger fed by obedience to the Father 
(see John 4:34). In a moment, Jesus shifted the disciples’ focus 
from hunger of the body to hunger of the spirit. Jesus saw be-
yond the natural to the internal condition of the heart. 

In John 4:35, Jesus followed this pattern of conversational 
leadership with His disciples by stating another supernatu-
ral reality and not one of a tangible physical existence. Jesus 
didn’t speak about harvest fields of wheat but fields of souls. 
He said to see the eternal harvest you must lift up your eyes. I’m 
reminded of David’s third Psalm when he confesses the Lord is 
his shield, glory, and the lifter his head. Our response should 
be to ask the Lord to open our eyes to His vantage point and 
clarity of sight to see what He sees.

Today, we are praying and focusing on our lost family members. 
When family members choose unrighteousness, possess a 
low view of Scripture, or affirm unbiblical truths, it becomes 
our choice and God-given opportunity to respond in love and 

compassion rather than judgment and condemnation. We have 
an invitation from the Lord to lift our heads and see the condi-
tion of the hearts of lost family members just as Jesus does. It’s 
easy in our culture to dismiss the burden or responsibility to 
first pray and second be an ambassador of Christ to our bro-
ken family members, systems, or cultures. Jesus said don’t so 
quickly assume the harvest is months away, but salvation is at 
hand (see Rom. 13:11). Our role is to partner with the Spirit of 
Christ, that He would soften hearts so Jesus might be made 
Lord and Savior of our lost family members’ lives.

Let’s take time to pray:

Lord, I confess my tendency to focus on myself and avoid peo-
ple or situations that feel awkward. I confess my tendency to 
say it’s too hard to keep praying for family members who per-
secute or dismiss me for my faith. I recognize as David prayed 
in Psalm 3 that You are the lifter of my head. Lord, lift my head 
so that I would see my family members with compassion and 
respond in prayer for their souls to submit to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. Lord, give me an open door to my lost family mem-
bers to speak truth in love about the miraculous free gift of sal-
vation You provide through Your death and resurrection.

DEVOTIONAL
P. STEFAN DAVIS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
JOHN 4:35

TOPIC
LOST FAMILY MEMBERS
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DAY
SIXTEEN

In 1976, a college dropout launched a computer startup com-
pany in his garage with a few friends. Their mission was ambi-
tious yet simple, “To make a contribution to the world by mak-
ing tools for the mind that advance humankind.”
 
Although it likely seemed naïve and idealistic at the moment, in 
hindsight today, we see that Steve Jobs’ early mission state-
ment was a prophetic signpost to what became one of the 
most influential businesses of the past century. As I write this 
devotional from my Apple device, even these words are aided 
in part by the mission of a few young dreamers who gave it all 
to chase a mission. 
 
Mission is important. In a world of competing distractions, af-
fections, and pursuits, a clear mission narrows our focus onto 
the one thing we can define as success. Mission informs not 
only what we do, but also how we do it. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus defined His mission statement 
after He invited Himself into the home of a well-known sinner: 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Everything 
Jesus did during His life and ministry reflected this. 
 
Each of us reading this today is collectively embodying and 
benefiting from the fulfillment of Jesus’ mission. In Philippians 
2, Paul wrote about the sacrifices Jesus was willing to make to 
accomplish this mission. Jesus stepped down from heaven, set 
aside His divine privileges, and took on the “form of a servant” 
to redeem lost and dying humanity back to Himself (Phil. 2:7). 
It was Jesus’ commitment to this divine assignment that was 

the joy “set before him” as He went to the cross and paid the 
ultimate price for the salvation of all who would come to Him 
(Heb. 12:2)! 
 
As the recipients of Jesus’ mission on the earth, we are now 
commanded to join Him today to fulfill this mission as we love, 
seek, and save the lost we encounter every day in our own 
lives. His mission becomes our mission as we live lives of obe-
dience and surrender to the mandate of Christ. 
 
My question for you today is this: Are you living for this mis-
sion? Do you see the lost neighbors on your street, cowork-
ers at your job, lifelong friendships as people Christ died for 
or merely friendship accessories to better your life? God has 
sovereignly and strategically placed you in relationship with 
lost people for whom he died. When you said yes to Jesus, you 
were commissioned to live on mission to see the lost come to 
faith so that Jesus would receive the reward of his sufferings. 
Will you take up the mission of Jesus and intentionally and sac-
rificially witness to the lost in your life? 
 
Our first step to respond to this mission is prayer. So today, will 
you spend the next five minutes praying through the following 
prayer points for one or two lost friends in your life? 

Lord, I pray for spiritual awakening in the hearts of my friends. 
I ask that they would receive a revelation of Your kindness and 
love. Would you open doors for me and others to have spiritual 
conversations with them? I ask for boldness to take advantage 
of these conversations today.

DEVOTIONAL
P. ZACH DILLON

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
LUKE 19:10

TOPIC
LOST FRIENDS
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DAY
SEVENTEEN

Working with people who are different from us can be challeng-
ing. Praying for those people can be even harder. Loving them 
with the love of Christ can be one of the most difficult tests God 
puts in front of us! 

In most cases, we spend more time with our coworkers than 
our own families. We can spend 8–10 hours a day with them, 
yet know very little about their personal lives. We become well 
acquainted with their shortcomings and flaws, often writing 
them off as personality traits that are unchangeable. “Oh, Dave 
is just an angry person,” or “Susan has always been cold and 
unfriendly; it’s just the way she is!”

Because we are all flawed human beings, issues will happen at 
work. All too frequently when problems arise, it can be easy to 
let our differences cloud our spiritual vision to see our cowork-
ers as God’s beloved children. Ephesians 2:4–5 levels the play-
ing field: ““But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved.”

Take a moment to meditate on this scripture. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to illuminate your heart with the truth and power of God’s 
great love. We were all dead in our trespasses against God. It 
was not until God chased us down with His wonderful, gracious 
love that we were made spiritually alive. Thank You, Lord! 

Take the next few moments and think of one or two coworkers 
with whom you work closely (preferably the ones that are really 
challenging). Ask the Holy Spirit to touch your heart, and pray 
this prayer: 

Father, thank You for _______. Forgive me where I have hard-
ened my heart toward them, and not seen them with Your eyes. 
Give me Your heart for them and help me love them like You do. 

Father, I ask You to pursue ________ with Your love and grace. 
Soften their heart to the gospel. Heal any wounds from their 
past and help them with any challenging circumstance they are 
facing. You know them, Lord. Holy Spirit, nudge me to share 
Jesus and pray for them when the door of their heart is open. 
Pursue them with dreams, circumstances and family members. 
Bring salvation to them and their household, that You might re-
ceive another child into Your family. Amen.

DEVOTIONAL
P. JOSH ANDERSON 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
EPHESIANS 2:5

TOPIC
LOST COWORKERS
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DAY
EIGHTEEN

We find in Luke 10 that the words from Jesus in our reading for 
today are echoed once again. A lawyer approaches Jesus and 
asks, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ response would lead to 
the parable of the Good Samaritan in which three men pass by 
someone who was robbed, beaten, and left for dead. A priest, 
a Levite, and a Samaritan were the ones to find this man, and 
while the priest and Levite continued on walking, the Samaritan 
looked upon the broken man and immediately had compassion. 
The Samaritan bound up this man’s wounds and brought him to 
an inn to take care of him. The Samaritan is the one spoken of in 
Luke 10:37 which says “he showed mercy.” And Jesus then gave 
us the command to “go and do likewise.”

Today, I charge you to ask that same question: Who is my neigh-
bor? It may be the person in the house right next door, or just like 
the Samaritan it could be the one you walk past on the street. It 
could be the barista at your local coffee shop or the mechanic 
working on your car.

Each of us has been uniquely placed by the Lord in different 
towns and neighborhoods within our city. We have been placed 
among the broken, the hurting, and the ones left stranded on the 
side of the road as they journey through this life. To whom has 
God been leading you?

God is inviting us into His glorious story for this city. We get to 
partner with Him in prayer and in action for our lost neighbors. 
Let’s start this day in the place of prayer, for the Lord to lead us 
and guide us.

Make this your prayer today:

Jesus, who is my neighbor today? As You have bound up my 
wounds, I pray that You would use me to bind up wounds for the 
hurting in our city. Holy Spirit, would You lead me? Would You 
speak to me and highlight those with whom You want me to have 
conversations, those You want me to help and bless? Would You 
fill my heart again with Your compassion, and may I carry Your 
love to this city and beyond? I pray for my brothers and sisters, 
today, my neighbors. Open my heart and my eyes to what You’re 
doing around me. Oh Lord, help me to care for those You care for 
and love those You love. May Your love shine and radiate through 
my life. Every thought and every deed. I love You Jesus. It is all for 
Your glory. Amen.

DEVOTIONAL
P. RICHARD ADOLPH

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
MARK 12:30–31

TOPIC
LOST NEIGHBORS
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When a scripture begins with the word then, I want you to stop 
and ask yourself: What came before then? We may miss some-
thing important to understanding the story if we skip scriptures 
that came before, so let’s practice this as we look at the two 
verses preceding our scripture reading for today.

In Matthew 9:35–36, we read:

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were ha-
rassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

What we see from these scriptures is the condition of the 
crowds needed the compassion of Jesus. The crowds were 
broken and in need of a shepherd. The heart of Jesus, the 
“great Shepherd of the sheep,” was broken, and He desired to 
serve the crowds of people (Heb. 13:20). 

Let’s keep these truths in mind as we read the scriptures we 
started with.  

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few;  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Jesus was filled with compassion for the crowds, and that 
drove Him into action. He taught, preached, and healed those 
who were around him. Jesus saw them, and He served them. 
Compassion is key to living a selfless life, and Jesus’ life is a 

beautiful example of what happens when you stop to see the 
conditions of those around you who are struggling.

Then Jesus commanded His disciples to pray a specific prayer. 
Jesus told them to pray that God would send laborers (work-
ers) into His harvest (world). As disciples of Jesus, we have 
been given the privilege of being a part of what God is doing 
on the earth. One major way we can grow in our compassion 
toward the brokenness of the world is to pray for the world. 

Do you know of anyone in your family who is going through a 
tough time? Is there a close friend or coworker who is experi-
encing heartache, loss, or sickness? We weren’t given a single 
name of those in the crowd, so let’s think about these ques-
tions:

• How do you respond when you see crowds of people who 
are sick physically or mentally?  

• What does your heart feel and what does your mind think 
when you encounter “those people” who seem to be more 
broken than you are?

Whether it’s someone we know by name or a face in a crowd, 
praying compassionate prayers can remind us of God’s heart 
and love for the world He died to save. 

God, I ask you to send workers to those who are desperately in 
need of the gospel, to those who need the witness and work of the 
love of Jesus. Highlight those who are “harassed and helpless,” 
and empower me to share your love and provision with them.

DEVOTIONAL
P. TIM MATTHEWS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
MATTHEW 9:37–38

TOPIC
THE POOR IN OUR CITY

DAY
NINETEEN
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We are close to the finish line of our 21 days together. We have 
spent many hours in worship together and prayed and contend-
ed for many things such as ourselves, our families, our workplac-
es, and our church. When we worship, we are declaring who God 
is. When we pray, we are agreeing with what God says He will do. 
This begins to build up faith inside of us for evangelism. Think of 
it like a balloon that you blow up and then release the air. Times of 
encounter in worship and prayer give fuel for evangelism and blow 
air into the balloon. Positive or negative encounters in evangelism 
release the air in our balloon and fuel our worship and prayer. It is a 
divine cycle that God created to partner with His children. 

Evangelism can be looked at as:
“something that isn’t for me.”
“something I am not ready for yet.”
“something that requires too much time.”
“something that God hasn’t called me to do.”

It doesn’t matter who you are, all of these are incorrect. We are 
all called to respond to the grace and mercy of God by making 
disciples in all nations. God isn’t waiting for you to get a seminary 
degree or take a year off to go to the 10/40 window. You can pro-
claim the gospel of Jesus right here and now. 

What is the gospel? It is “good news.” 

In Mark 1:14–15, we read:
Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news from God. 
“The time has come,” Jesus said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”

DAY
TWENTY

We see four things defining His gospel:
Who = God
What = His Kingdom
How = Man’s repentance
When = Now

The gospel that Jesus is asking us to share with the world is as 
simple as that. God’s Kingdom is here. Repent and respond to His 
mercy and grace. We tend to think we need to break down the Bi-
ble or all of life’s issues so we can convince people our argument 
is better. Jesus didn’t die to raise up a group of lawyers. He died to 
raise up a family of children who look just like Him.

So, how do we respond to this calling from God? Easy. Ask God 
for open doors. Trust me. He is more than eager to open them. 

Father, give me an opportunity to share the good news of Your 
Son. Give me boldness through the Holy Spirit to say yes when 
that opportunity comes.

Here is the fun part. Jesus is only asking you to do the easy part: 
to go into the world and proclaim the gospel. All you need to do is 
go and plant the seeds. We don’t need to convince or prove. It’s up 
to those who hear to choose to believe or not, and “whoever be-
lieves and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16). Remember, our 
worship and prayer remind us of who God is and what He wants 
to do. That gives us faith and courage to respond and share with 
others who He is and what He wants to do. He isn’t relying on us. 
He is partnering with us. Plant the seeds. He will do the rest.

DEVOTIONAL
P. SEAN DOWNS

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
MARK 16:15–16

TOPIC
OUR WITNESS
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Revival begins with repentance. 2 Chronicles 7:14 and Acts 3:19 
give us no path to revival except through the doorway of hum-
bling ourselves and repenting:

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land. (2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he 
may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you. (Acts 
3:19 NIV)
If there is no humbling of ourselves, there is no revival. 
 
Because of this clear biblical principle, whenever there is a 
prayer meeting, or like today, a day dedicated to prayer for re-
vival, I always begin in the place of humbling myself. I start by 
acknowledging to the Lord that I have tried to do things my own 
way, in my own strength, but I am yielding myself to His plans 
and His purposes. I might even get in a physical posture, such 
as kneeling or bowing before Him, to reflect my heart posture of 
going low before Him. 
 
It can be very easy for me to subconsciously lump everything 
that I want, all really good things, and put the label of revival on 
that and contend for those things. But the truth is, although we 
know what revival is (when God awakens and reveals His power 
and nature in and through His church), we don’t really know how 
it will look or who it will come through.
 
Revival begins when the church comes together, empties herself 
of her wants and desires, acknowledges her utter dependence 

on God, and then partners through the Spirit in prayer to bring 
God-breathed revival to life. Because of this, revival on a person-
al level works the same way. It starts with us humbling ourselves, 
admitting our complete and utter need for God, confessing all of 
the ways we have tried to live life in our own strength, and then 
asking for the Lord to breathe on us to bring us new life. 
 
Take a moment right now to allow the Holy Spirit to search 
your heart. 
 
• What are the ways your will and desires stand in opposition 

to God? 
• What are the areas of your heart that God has yet to be giv-

en Lordship over? 
• What things have you placed in higher value and regard 

than the presence of God? 
• Are you hungry for God to move? If not, why is that? 
• Is your heart longing to see God demonstrate His love and 

power in Kalamazoo?
 
Anything the Lord reveals as an obstacle, just confess it to Him 
and ask for the grace to bow low. 
 
Jesus, we humble ourselves before You. We are in need of per-
sonal, family, churchwide, and citywide revival. We need You to 
awaken us. We need You to stir us in our love for You and for oth-
ers. Revive us, according to Your Word. We repent, so that times 
of refreshing can come. We are Your people called by Your name, 
and we humble ourselves, turn from our sin, and we pray that You 
would send revival to our land. Amen.

DEVOTIONAL
P. CALEB CULVER 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
PROVERBS 8:1-6

TOPIC
REVIVAL
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