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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

     Freedom. It’s on my mind as         
September 11 approaches and as we:  
locally face questions of continued mask
-wearing; nationally we face scams of all 
sorts via phone calls and fake emails 
and misleading texts; and internationally 
see the Taliban taking over the regions 
of Afghanistan previously free. 

     Did you know that multiple times 
every month someone or some company 
abuses our freedom and impersonates 
me to get people to send them money or 
gift card information via emails, phone calls, and texts?! It’s INFURIATING. They 
pretend to be me and try to manipulate the good people I know. (Lord, can I at 
least hate THOSE enemies of mine!? Ha!) Yet, on the other hand, would I rather 
live in a country that didn’t allow freedom of communication and didn’t allow us to 
call or text or email whomever we want? No way. But, such freedom comes with a 
cost: the price is the effects of those who misuse it.  

    Recently I read about how Thomas Jefferson fought fervently for freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press as much as anyone, and yet the ‘fake news’   
charlatans misused the media so much that Jefferson wrote the following: “As for 
what is not true, you will always find abundance in the newspapers”; and “My 
skepticism as to everything I see in a newspaper makes me indifferent whenever I 
see one.” Wow – substitute in there “TV News, Facebook posts, Emails, Texts, and 
Calls” and you can see it’s always been a price of freedom! 

    Our God-given freedom on Earth has a cost: the price is the effects of those who 
misuse it. Because our lives are free, they will contain trouble and require great  
effort. We will have to work hard to know the truth, but according to part of the  
Bible we’ll read this month, “we shall know the truth, and the truth will set us 
free!” It’s worth the effort! Also in this month’s Bible reading, we’ll be reminded that 
we are not alone in our search for the truth. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit 
would guide us into all truth if we will listen. The struggle is real, but it’s a    
worthwhile price of freedom. May the Spirit guide you in whatever way your soul 
needs. 

    (And if someone contacts you pretending to be me, do me a favor and don’t send 
them anything! Then, pray for them and smile because you’ve just used your    
freedom to stand for the truth!)  
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 Are you Called to Serve on the Leadership 

Team? The Leadership Team is the chief           

administrative team for our congregation. Some of 

the important work of the Leadership Team: 

*Meet on a regular basis.                                       

*Oversee the vision of the church.                        

*Oversee all administrative policies.                                 

*Approve and oversee the annual budget.             

*Approve the hiring, salaries and benefits of staff. 

*Approve all land acquisitions, facility construction and 

significant legal obligations.                                

*Conduct evaluations of the pastoral staff.             

*Assure that the Book of Discipline is upheld. 

What traits are required for the Leadership 

Team?                                                                      

Compassion: Shows evidence of a love for Jesus Christ 

and for people.                                                                       

Competence: Has skills consistent with administrative 

tasks.                                                                                   

Commitment: Demonstrates a commitment to the    

vision of FUMC by:                                                       

*Membership at Marysville FUMC                                       

*Regular attendance in worship services                               

*Service in the church                                                          

*Financial giving to the church                                                                       

Character: Exhibits traits consistent with those listed 

in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 for an Elder. (This does not preclude 

women from being members of the LT) 

Application for the Leadership Team 

Any church member who desires to serve our church 

family on the Leadership Team is to submit a letter of 

interest. Please tell us about yourself and include     

answers to these questions: 

1.Why are you interested in serving on the team? 

2.In what ways have you served/participated in the 

ministries of Marysville FUMC in the last 5 years? 

3.How does your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart,   

Abilities, Personality, Experiences) prepare you for    

service in the administrative roles of the Leadership 

Team? 

Love-First 
Bible Read-
ing Plan  Book  Ch.'s  Psalms 

1-Sep Matthew 21-22 91 

2-Sep   23-24 92 

3-Sep   25-26 93 

4-Sep   27-28 94 

5-Sep Mark 1-2 95 

6-Sep   3-4 96 

7-Sep   5-6 97 

8-Sep   7-8 98 

9-Sep   9-10 99 

10-Sep   11-12 100 

11-Sep   13-14 101 

12-Sep   15-16 102 

13-Sep John 1-2 103 

14-Sep   3-4 104 

15-Sep   5-6 105 

16-Sep   7-8 106 

17-Sep   9-10 107 

18-Sep   11-12 108 

19-Sep   13-15 109 

20-Sep   16-18 110 

21-Sep   19-21 111 

22-Sep Luke 1 112 

23-Sep   2-3 113 

24-Sep   4-5 114 

25-Sep   6-7 115 

26-Sep   8-9 116 

27-Sep   10-11 117 

28-Sep   12-13 118 

29-Sep   14-16 119:1-32 

30-Sep   17-18 
119:33-

64 

4.What do you see as God’s purpose for Marysville First 
UMC?  

Please submit your letter to Lisa Nichols, the      
Business Administrator at LisaN@marysvillefumc.org 
or to the church office by September 19, 2021.  
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Love and sympathy are extended to the Bauserman family in the loss of Wilma Bauserman.  

Love and sympathy are extended to Elaine (Tim) Garrett in the loss of Elaine’s sister in law Carolyn 
McGee. 
 
The Bauserman family wants to share their appreciation for the way we have been            
surrounded and supported by God’s family in the days of our mother, Wilma’s death. Thanks 
to all of you who have supported us in many ways showing God’s love. We are grateful to the 
pastors and church staff members who worked together to make mother’s memorial service 
and reception a true celebration of her life.  

To my church family, 

My children and I  want to express our appreciation of First United Methodist Church for the 
love, support and kindness shown to us during the difficult time of Bill’s passing. You have 
surrounded me with love, compassion and friendship. I want to thank Pastor Peggy for the 
beautiful memorial service at FUMC and Linda Forry for the beautiful music and also the 
choir members and non-members who sang our favorite hymn. Thank you Pastor Nathan for 
the moving letter you composed in honor of Bill. He would have been so proud. It has been a 
trying year for me. I lost my sister, Thelma in December, my niece Theresa in January, Bill in 
June, and last week I lost a much loved cousin. I don’t know what I would have done without 
my Lord and my church family. I have prayed for God’s blessing on all of you and know He 
will shower blessings on you.  

With much love, Ruth Foreman. Brad Foreman, Kim Errett 

 September Birthdays 

� -��/��+HUURQ  

� 0DU\�/RZHU\  

� .DWK\�:LOVRQ  

�� 'RQ�+RZDUG  

�� 5REHUW�0DUVKDOO  

�� *OHQQ�%HDPV 

�� 0D[�0RKOHU  

�� 5D\�)OHPLQJ  

�� 'DZQ�<RXQJNLQ  

�� 6KLUOH\�+DUEROG  

 5RQ�&KDQGOHU 

�� 'RQ�*DOORJO\  

�� 'LFN�+RIIPDQ 

Eagles Property Update  

We have received the completed reports from the Investigative Team and the Visionary Team         
regarding the Eagles property. We are taking the next steps to determine what is best for Marysville 
FUMC. Please continue to pray for God’s wisdom and discernment in this matter.                          
REMINDER: We will not purchase this property without a church conference. – The Leadership Team 

Thank you for catering our Senior Luncheon 101 Smokehouse LLC.                                             
They are located at 101 N. Main Street Dunkirk, OH 45836                                                                     

101smokehousellc@gmail.com                                                                                                   
937-243-1219 
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In 1973 God opened the door for us to move to 
Marysville, when friends found some land on 
what is now known as Pine Lane - once known 
as “Werewolf Lane.” They wanted to split the 
acreage so we both could build our homes.   
Looking back on these last 47+ years, we        
consider ourselves blessed that we stepped 
through that door. Paul and I were raised in   
Columbus, he on the West side until 1950 and I 
was raised in the Grandview area until both our 
families moved to an area known as University 
View. We both attended Columbus North High 
School where Paul ran track. I was involved in a 
number of activities - my favorite being North’s 
marching band. Paul graduated in 1958 and I 
graduated in 1961. We met at a neighborhood 
baseball game in the summer of 1958, after    
dating for 4 years and 2 weeks we were married 
in August of 1962. Paul had been in the Naval 
Reserves (Seabees) for several years and after 6 
weeks of married life he was called up to active 

duty. His home base was Port Hueneme, California, but he didn’t spend much time  
stateside as he was sent to  Subic Bay in the Philippines for a year and then to Guam. 
Paul has worked in construction since before he graduated from high school. During his 
career he as supervised the building of office buildings, churches, shopping centers, 
skating rinks, apartment complexes and homes. Moving to Marysville in November of 
1973 Paul built our Pine Lane home evenings and weekends while traveling daily to 
Springboro, Ohio where he was overseeing the construction of  a shopping center. He 
built our second home on Holycross-Epps Road in 1986. Finally starting his own      
business in 1989, he has built over 40 homes in the Marysville area as well as           
commercial buildings. It was always a dream of Paul’s to find enough property to create a 
small community of colonial period homes that he would design and build. That dream 
came to fruition when we were able to purchase the Zerkle farm in 1995. Reflections is 
now complete with a total of ten homes. We live in our third home (and last?) in            
Reflections. I finally graduated from OSU in 1976 and began working in the Marysville 
Schools. I taught for 8 years at East Elementary and then went to the Middle School 
where I taught 7th & 8th grade history. I have served on the Memorial Hospital Board of 
Trustees and am now finishing up as a board member of the Memorial Medical Group. 
Our two children, Lori and Todd, both graduated from Marysville knowing what career 
path they wanted to follow. Lori went on to be a music teacher, spending most of her    
career in the Hilliard and Worthington districts. Todd became an athletic trainer working 
in the private sector, then the NFL and is now a Clinical Professor at Ithaca College. We 
lost Lori in 2012 to a form of leukemia. Todd and his wife, “Stevie” gave us two        
grandchildren, Caleb and Lilli, both adults - where did the time go? Since joining 
Marysville FUMC in May of 1978, both of us have been active, serving on various         
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 committees throughout our years. One of our favorites was serving as Youth Group 

leaders while our two children were involved. Paul has served on trustees several times 
as well as being on the two building committees each time the church expanded. I, too, 
have served on a number of committees, during our 40+ years. We have enjoyed and 
grown in our faith by being part of several Sunday school classes. Presently Paul is part 
of the Wednesday morning men’s group and I am part of the “Golden Girls” Bible study. 
We were very active in the early years of Emmaus after taking our walks in Cincinnati in 
1984. We have the privilege of being part of our Wednesday evening Bible Study group. 
The core of which has been together for over 22 years. During that time God brought 
many wonderful people into that group that have been such a blessing. Each helping us 
grow in Christ, each leaving their mark on our lives. We will never forget the prayers and 
support we felt, especially during the nine month illness and earthly death of our 
daughter, Lori. God is good. He has walked with us up the mountains and down into the 
valleys. He has put people along that path that have enriched our lives by showing the 
love of Christ in so many ways. We are so glad that we “walked through the door” that 
God, through His grace, opened for us.  

Chicken Sauterne from the Kitchen of Jackie Lazenby 
 
2 frying chickens (or preferred pieces) 
Salt & Pepper 
1/3 cup grated parmesan cheese 
1/2 finely minced parsley 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 t. Thyme 
1/3 cup Dry bread crumbs                              
(a crusty bread is best) 
3 Tbsp. Butter 
1/3 cup water 
1/2 cup dry sauterne or other dry wine 
 
 
In shallow pan place all pieces of chicken in 
one layer, skin side up. On each piece sprinkle 
with salt and pepper to taste, parmesan 
cheese, parsley, garlic, thyme and crumbs in 
order named. Dot with butter and drizzle olive 
oil evenly over all. Pour water in around the sides of the pan so it goes to the bottom 
without getting on the meat. Bake uncovered in 350 degree oven for 1 hour. Remove 
from oven, pour in the wine at the side as the water. Cover with foil and bake for 30 
minutes longer until chicken is tender. The chicken should be golden moist. Serve 
with wild rice. 
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 dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ͕�ĞīŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽŶĞƚĂƌǇ����
ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͊�DĂƌǇƐǀŝůůĞ�&hD��ŝƐ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĨƵŶĚ�zŽƵƚŚ�������
DŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ��ŽŶĞ�ŚĞůĚ�ŚĞƌĞ�
ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ͘�zŽƵƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ƐŽǁŝŶŐ�ƐĞĞĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘�'ŝǀŝŶŐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŝƐ�
ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ůŝŶĞ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ͘�tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů��������
ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘� 

'ŝŌƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ����
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵƵůĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞƐ�
ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ĂƉƉŽƌƟŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ŵƵƐŝĐ͕�
ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ͘�

d,�E<�zKh�&KZ�zKhZ�Dh^d�Z��^����&�/d, 
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God bless all of our dearly loved    
senior members 


