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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

      
 Our wonderful youth pastor Mark 
Confer has been leading us in       
creating care packages for us to send 
to our college students this Autumn, 
and he mentioned that we could 
make notes or Scripture cards to    
include in them. So…in thinking 
about my own struggles in college, 
one of the verses God led me to send 
to them was the one below:        
Psalm 34:15. Probably all of us, at all ages, need to be reminded of this deep 
truth that God’s awareness and presence – God’s “eyes and ears” — are      
always upon us and attentive, especially if we really are trying to turn away 
from sin and live a righteous life. If you feel deeply lonely today, you might 
try a four-fold strategy: first, ask God to help you to see if there’s anything 
sinful about your current state (perhaps some self-centeredness, or lack of 
trust in God’s goodness and provision, or lack of thankfulness?); turn away 
from that, and turn your mind’s attention toward the goodness, love, and 
presence of your heavenly Father that is right there with you; next thank the 
Lord for the Lord’s presence and attention; and then, believing He is there 
with you and cares, talk out loud to Him about whatever is on your mind, as 
though His eyes are looking directly at you.  
 
     There is never a time or place that the presence and immediate gaze of 
the Lord is absent. In the famous Psalm 139, the psalmist writes, “Where can 
I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.” This 
is an extraordinary claim when we remember that many ancient peoples 
thought of their gods as basically human-like or animal-like who were    
therefore located in a body of some sort and lived only in a particular place 
(the clouds, on top of a mountain, in a temple, etc.). God’s SPIRIT is       
EVERYWHERE – therefore God’s presence is always with you. May the      
picture of my eyes below sear into your mind and soul the great truth that 
God is with you, God is aware, and you are never alone! 
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�ĂƚĞ �ŽŽŬ �ŚĂƉƚĞƌ WƐĂůŵ 

ϭ-KĐƚ   ϭϵ-ϮϬ ϭϭϵ͗ϲϱ-ϵϲ 

Ϯ-KĐƚ   Ϯϭ-ϮϮ ϭϭϵ͗ϵϳ-ϭϮϴ 

ϯ-KĐƚ   Ϯϯ-Ϯϰ ϭϭϵ͗ϭϮϵ-ϭϱϮ 

ϰ-KĐƚ �ĐƚƐ ϭ-Ϯ ϭϭϵ͗ϭϱϯ-ϭϳϲ 

ϱ-KĐƚ   ϯ-ϰ ϭϮϬ 

ϲ-KĐƚ   ϱ-ϲ ϭϮϭ 

ϳ-KĐƚ   ϳ-ϴ ϭϮϮ 

ϴ-KĐƚ   ϵ-ϭϬ ϭϮϯ 

ϵ-KĐƚ   ϭϭ-ϭϮ ϭϮϰ 

ϭϬ-KĐƚ   ϭϯ-ϭϰ ϭϮϱ 

ϭϭ-KĐƚ   ϭϱ-ϭϲ ϭϮϲ 

ϭϮ-KĐƚ   ϭϳ-ϭϴ ϭϮϳ 

ϭϯ-KĐƚ   ϭϵ-ϮϬ ϭϮϴ 

ϭϰ-KĐƚ   Ϯϭ-ϮϮ ϭϮϵ 

ϭϱ-KĐƚ   Ϯϯ-Ϯϰ ϭϯϬ 

ϭϲ-KĐƚ   Ϯϱ-Ϯϲ ϭϯϭ 

ϭϳ-KĐƚ   Ϯϳ-Ϯϴ ϭϯϮ 

ϭϴ-KĐƚ ZŽŵĂŶƐ ϭ-Ϯ ϭϯϯ 

ϭϵ-KĐƚ   ϯ-ϰ ϭϯϰ 

ϮϬ-KĐƚ   ϱ-ϲ ϭϯϱ 

Ϯϭ-KĐƚ   ϳ-ϴ ϭϯϲ 

ϮϮ-KĐƚ   ϵ-ϭϬ ϭϯϳ 

Ϯϯ-KĐƚ   ϭϭ-ϭϮ ϭϯϴ 

Ϯϰ-KĐƚ   ϭϯ-ϭϰ ϭϯϵ 

Ϯϱ-KĐƚ   ϭϱ-ϭϲ ϭϰϬ 

Ϯϲ-KĐƚ ϭ��Žƌ͘ ϭ-Ϯ ϭϰϭ 

Ϯϳ-KĐƚ   ϯ-ϰ ϭϰϮ 

Ϯϴ-KĐƚ   ϱ-ϲ ϭϰϯ 

Ϯϵ-KĐƚ   ϳ-ϴ ϭϰϰ 

ϯϬ-KĐƚ   ϵ-ϭϬ ϭϰϱ 

ϯϭ-KĐƚ   ϭϭ-ϭϮ ϭϰϲ 

 

 
Psalm 34:15  
 

“The eyes of the LORD 
are on the righteous, 
and his ears are        
attentive to their cry” 

 

2022 Winter Bluegrass    
Series Concert Dates: 

 

November 6th              
(Kick-off concert) 

January 7, 2022 

February 18, 2022 

March 18, 2022 

April 22, 2022 

Doors open at 6:00pm 

Showtime 7:00pm 
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 October Anniversaries 

21 Ken & Jeannie Stultz  

27 Bob & Luella Conklin 

   
  

Love and sympathy are extended to: 

Norma Merrill and family in the loss of Ray Merrill a husband and father.  

Jill (Nathan) Young and daughters in the loss of Jill’s grandfather Jim Beckett.  

Scott (Maria), Chelsea and Anthony Coy in the loss of Scotts father and to Roberta Coy in the loss of her 
husband 

May Parrott and family in the loss of her sister Betty June Poling 

Baptism: On September 26th, Pastor Nathan baptized Haley Rose Fout, Jack Henry Fout, and Scarlett 
Virginia Fout, their parents are, Eric and Lindsey Fout.  

 October Birthdays 

3 Nell Still  

4 George Deringer  

 Donna Rausch 

5 Dorothy Rausch 

 Bob Conklin  

9 Beth Wible  

10 Paul Lazenby  

12 Irene Rees  

19 Pat Metcalf 

21 Larry George  

22 Maria Tong  

 Maxine Norris 

23 Bill Schwaderer  

24 Sherry Fleming  

24 Jeannette McConnell 

25 Jim Hall  

29 Tom Rausch  

31 Liz Herron  

� � � 

Church Family, 
  
Back in June I came to you with an announcement that we were investigating the possibility of purchasing 
the Eagles property next to our church parking lot and we had 120 days to decide. As part of our due     
diligence, we formed two sub teams made up of various members of our congregation to investigate the 
possibility of purchasing the Eagles property. One team to investigate the condition of the physical       
property and another team to investigate the possible ministries that could happen if we purchased and 
renovated the property. The report back from the teams was that it would be too costly to bring the      
property to a usable level for our needs and while there were many different ministry ideas created, it was    
determined that our property has the capacity for growth that we need. The Leadership Team voted     
unanimously not to purchase the property. We are concerned with what would happen to the property 
since we’ve decided not to buy it and want to make you aware that we have been in conversation with the 
City of Marysville about them buying the property to make it into a city parking lot and the possibility of 
combining with our current parking lot. 
  
We would like to thank the members of both of our investigative teams for all their time, the talents they 
brought to the table and prayers during this process to provide the invaluable information that allowed us 
to make this decision. 
  
Thank you. 
Nathan Young, Leadership Team Chair  
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Ray and Sherry grew up in Mechanicsburg and 
were high school sweethearts. In fact when Ray 
was a Sophomore and Sherry an eighth grader 
they started seeing one another regularly. This 
usually meant him visiting her in her home with 
Mom and Dad present and sneaking off to the 
kitchen and “making pizza.” When Ray was a   
senior and had a car there were a few car dates, 
an every day ride to school and a lot of extended 
family gatherings with Sherry’s family. 
 
When Ray graduated and was heading to Capital 
on a track/scholastic deal he decided he     
shouldn’t be held back by a girl back home and 
broke it off with Sherry (not the smartest move he 
ever made). Sherry had some dates back home 
and he had a girlfriend at college, but they both 
worked  summer jobs in the same place and it 
didn’t take long for them to decide they belonged 
together. After Sherry graduated she went to    

Columbus Business University where she studied Admin and airline school. With both of 
them in Columbus they spent a lot of time going back and forth from Bexley to downtown 
Columbus. She graduated and went to work for Governor Rhodes as his office assistant. 
 
Ray had promised Sherry’s Dad we would not get married until he graduated from       
college, so on a Friday in June he graduated and they were married the next day. They 
moved to Marysville where Ray started to work for Scotts as a pesticide chemist with 
Sherry driving back and forth to Columbus. To simplify things Sherry found a job in 
Marysville and worked there until the children came along; David in 1966 and Kelly in 
1970. 
 
The couple decided Sherry would stay home with the children until they started school. 
Ray left the lab at Scotts, became Director of Administration for the Professional Division 
then Director of Merchandising and Training. During most of this time he was very active 
in the Jaycees and on City and community activities. With the kids in school, Sherry 
went back to work as Office Manager for Jim Cornett, DDS. 
 
They didn’t miss a little league baseball or basketball game, football and basketball 
cheerleading or track/cross country meets. 
 
Shortly after arriving in Marysville in 1965 they joined Marysville First United Methodist 
Church. Over the years they were active in choir, on committees and special projects. In 
1984 both of them attended the Walk to Emmaus in Cincinnati and became active in the 
Community held in this church. Both served on teams here and in surrounding        
communities. When Sherry was first asked to serve on a team she said she would but  
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 she’d never give a talk. After a few weeks the lay director called to say a team member 

who had been chosen to give a talk had to bow out and that she needed Sherry to do it. 
Of course she went on to serve as a Lay Director on Emmaus and Chrysalis weekends 
and was the first lay director of the Findlay Chrysalis Community that she and Ray 
helped foster. Ray says this just proves God has a sense of humor. He also served on 
numerous Emmaus and Chrysalis teams as Lay Director and Music Director and on the 
Board here and in the Piqua West Ohio Chrysalis. 
 
Shortly after he went on his Walk Ray’s sponsor and friend introduced him to           
contemporary Christian music. They developed some songs and begin to sing in services 
at First Church and some surrounding churches. In 1999 Pastor Harold Shimfessel    
approached Ray and asked him to look into starting a contemporary service in our 
church. In September of that year we had our first service. Through many leaders we are 
still growing our Contemporary Service, today under the capable leadership of John   
Caballes. Ray still plays and sings in a praise band in Florida. 
 
Through the teaching and preaching of Pastor Aaron Brown, Pastor Nathan Custer,   
Florida Pastor Mike Hudson and their men’s, women’s and couples Bible studies, Ray 
and Sherry would both tell you they are experiencing one of the best growth periods of 
their spiritual lives. 
 
A personal note from Ray and Sherry: We feel very blessed in so many ways. Blessed 
that we got together as youngsters, blessed to be brought back together after a year 
apart and blessed to have had 56 wonderful years as husband and wife and to have 
wonderful children and grandchildren. We are blessed to be healthy enough to lead a 
very active life. And we are blessed to have a wonderful church family and many, many 
wonderful Christian friends. And above all we are blessed to have a wonderful             
relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Recipe of the month: Grape Salad from the kitchen of Sharon Swartz 
 
2 lbs. Green grapes 
2lb. Red grapes 
 
Mix together and add to the grapes: 
8oz. whipped cream cheese 
8oz. sour cream 
½ cup granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
 
Topping:  Sprinkle on top of grape mixture 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup crushed or broken toasted pecans 
 
Chill several hours or overnight.   Enjoy! 
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Third grade bible presentations 

Meet & Greet Dinner 
Greg Williams, Nathan   
Custer, Matt Llano,     
Renae Louck, Addison & 
Emma Howell, Jim & 
Bonnie Kubula, Dannette 
Williams, Rob & Lisa 
Richards, Jennifer 
Swain, Jared Marsh,   
Britney Bowland, and 
Christine Mastin 

New Group: Marriage Focus Group 

Worship  

Academy 

with  

John   
Caballas 
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 zŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ĞŶĂďůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�DĂƌǇƐǀŝůůĞ�&hD� 

DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�KƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�dĞĂŵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ďƵĚŐĞƚĞĚ 

ĨƵŶĚƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ�ŝŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ͗ 

'ŝǀĞŶ�&ĂŵŝůǇ͕�<ŝŶĚǁĂǇ͕���,K͕�'ŽŽĚ�tŽƌŬƐ͕��Zh͕ 

DĂƌǇƐǀŝůůĞ�&ŽŽĚ�WĂŶƚƌǇ͕�WĞƌƐŽŶĂů�EĞĞĚƐ�WĂŶƚƌǇ͕� 

EĞǁ�WĂƚŚ�WƌĞŐŶĂŶĐǇ��ĂƌĞ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͕�WƌŝƐŽŶ�ZĂƉ��� 

DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽƉĞ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͘�DĂǇ�ǇŽƵ�ďĞ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ� 

ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ďůĞƐƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͊ 

'ŝŌƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ���������
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵƵůĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞƐ�ŽƵƌ�
ĂŶŶƵĂů�ĂƉƉŽƌƟŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ŵƵƐŝĐ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ͘�dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͊ 

d,�E<�zKh�&KZ�zKhZ�Dh^d�Z��^����&�/d, 
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Let your light shine 
Matthew 5:16 

 
 


