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“Always Learning!” 

As I walked into her assisted-living apartment in Columbus, I saw Alice in her     
recliner with her reading glasses down on her nose, peering intently onto the 
screen of her iPad. “What are you doing, Alice?” “I’m playing Words with Friends 
with my daughter in California.” I was fifty years younger than her at the time, but 
I didn’t own an iPad – barely even knew how to use one – and had no idea what the 
new electronic game Words with Friends was. I felt…old? Out of touch with the 
younger generation? Ha! I wasn’t sure what I felt, I knew I was so inspired by her 
willingness to learn something new.  

We’ve all read in multiple places how our brains need constant activity to stay 
healthy. Experts urge us to do mind-exercises that range from reading new books, 
to crossword puzzles, to playing electronic games with friends. But, our brains can 
feel overwhelmed these days when there is so much newness at every turn. In 
these COVID times more than one of us has felt terrible anxiety at the message, 
“ok now, to get the vaccine you have to log on to this computer website…”! We all 
have our version of that anxiousness that comes from having to confront yet      
another new thing.   

I even feel like that a little bit when I read some of the tough passages of the Old 
Testament. I’ve studied it professionally in various ways for over two decades, but I 
still don’t understand it all and there are new discoveries being made by linguistic 
scholars and archaeologists all the time. Sometimes I want to say, “Enough    
learning! My brain is tired of the challenging passages and unanswered questions! 
I just want to sit content with my own thoughts and opinions as they are right 
now, for the rest of my life!” And yet, like the Israelites throughout the Old        
Testament, God doesn’t let me – or you – stay content and complacent in our    
previous ways and thoughts. God continually revealed new things to them about 
Himself and the world and our relationship with Him. He continually stretched 
them to learn and grow, to love more deeply and to live more holy.  
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Those who embraced the challenge blessed their kids and grandkids throughout 
generations; those who resisted died in the desert. I pray for us to have some    
version of Alice’s inquisitive, brave spirit that enabled her to learn new things in 
order to stay connected to her daughter. I pray that you and I will be energized by 
the new ways God’s Spirit guides us each day, the new people God brings into our 
lives, and the new experiences of Jesus that each day presents. Bless your Bible-
reading, your prayers, and your words with friends today, and be encouraged by 
Jesus’ promise: “Behold I am making all things new!” (Revelation 21:5)  

 

   

Thy 
word 
have I 
hid in 

my 
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�ĂƚĞ   :ƵĚŐĞƐ  WƐĂůŵƐ 

ϭϯ-DĂƌ   ϭ-ϯ   ϳϬ 

ϭϰ-DĂƌ   ϰ-ϱ   ϳϭ 

ϭϱ-DĂƌ   ϲ-ϴ   ϳϮ 

ϭϲ-DĂƌ   ϵ-ϭϮ  ϳϯ 

ϭϳ-DĂƌ   ϭϯ-ϭϱ  ϳϰ 

ϭϴ-DĂƌ   ϭϲ-ϭϴ  ϳϱ 

ϭϵ-DĂƌ   ϭϵ-Ϯϭ  ϳϲ 

    ZƵƚŚ  

ϮϬ-DĂƌ   ϭ-ϰ   ϳϳ 

    ϭ�^ĂŵƵĞů  

Ϯϭ-DĂƌ   ϭ-ϯ   ϳϴ 

ϮϮ-DĂƌ   ϰ-ϴ   ϳϵ 

Ϯϯ-DĂƌ   ϵ-ϭϮ  ϴϬ 

Ϯϰ-DĂƌ   ϭϯ-ϭϰ  ϴϭ 

Ϯϱ-DĂƌ   ϭϱ-ϭϳ  ϴϮ 

Ϯϲ-DĂƌ   ϭϴ-ϮϬ  ϴϯ 

Ϯϳ-DĂƌ   Ϯϭ-Ϯϰ  ϴϰ 

Ϯϴ-DĂƌ   Ϯϱ-Ϯϳ  ϴϱ 

Ϯϵ-DĂƌ   Ϯϴ-ϯϭ  ϴϲ 

    Ϯ�^ĂŵƵĞů  

ϯϬ-DĂƌ   ϭ-ϯ   ϴϳ 

ϯϭ-DĂƌ   ϰ-ϴ   ϴϴ 
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&Ğď͘�Ϯϴ  ϭϯ-ϭϰ  ϱϳ 

Ϭϭ-DĂƌ  ϭϱ-ϭϲ  ϱϴ 

ϬϮ-DĂƌ  ϭϳ-ϮϬ  ϱϵ 

Ϭϯ-DĂƌ  Ϯϭ-Ϯϯ  ϲϬ 

Ϭϰ-DĂƌ  Ϯϰ-Ϯϳ  ϲϭ 

Ϭϱ-DĂƌ  Ϯϴ-Ϯϵ  ϲϮ 

Ϭϲ-DĂƌ  ϯϬ-ϯϭ  ϲϯ 

Ϭϳ-DĂƌ  ϯϮ-ϯϰ  ϲϰ 

   :ŽƐŚƵĂ  

Ϭϴ-DĂƌ  ϭ-ϰ   ϲϱ 

Ϭϵ-DĂƌ  ϱ-ϴ   ϲϲ 

ϭϬ-DĂƌ  ϵ-ϭϮ  ϲϳ 

ϭϭ-DĂƌ  ϭϯ-Ϯϭ  ϲϴ 

ϭϮ-DĂƌ  ϮϮ-Ϯϰ  ϲϵ 

   :ƵĚŐĞƐ  

ϭϯ-DĂƌ  ϭ-ϯ   ϳϬ 

ϭϰ-DĂƌ  ϰ-ϱ   ϳϭ 

ϭϱ-DĂƌ  ϲ-ϴ   ϳϮ 

ϭϲ-DĂƌ  ϵ-ϭϮ  ϳϯ 

ϭϳ-DĂƌ  ϭϯ-ϭϱ  ϳϰ 

ϭϴ-DĂƌ  ϭϲ-ϭϴ  ϳϱ 

ϭϵ-DĂƌ  ϭϵ-Ϯϭ  ϳϲ 
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March Birthdays 

13– Mary Jane Snodgres 

15-Will Wible 

17-Ruth Foreman 

     Jan Dunn 

     Dick Smyers 

26-Jack Schimmel 

28-Debbie George 

30-Bill Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Grant and Airaka Bauserman in the 
birth of their daughter Anderson Sue born on January 
30, 2021.  

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 

17-Ralph & Phyllis Simpson 

25-Dick & Jeannette McConnell 

30-Don & Mary Gallogly 

Love and Sympathy are extended to:       

 
Lori (Dan) Cripe in the loss of Lori’s mother. 
 

Jack and Sandra Schimmel in the loss of a good friend David 
Greenawait.   

 
Tami (Clay) Bauserman in the loss of her father Robert Neasse. 
  
Grant and Laura Beth Bauserman in the loss of their grandfather Robert 
Neasse.  

Preston Marshall in the loss of his father Art Marshall.  



 

 

6HQLRU�6SRWOLJKW��5D\�DQG�1RUPD�0HUULOO 
 

Ray and Norma Merrill moved to Plain 
City, Ohio in 1974 from the Cleveland     
area with their 3 daughters and son. We 
joined FUMC in 1978 and have been   
members since that time. We lived on  
Middleburg-Plain City Rd until building 
their current house on Robinson Rd in 
1996. We love our property and enjoy 
beautiful views of a pond and apple        
orchard. 

We married in 1955, the same year Norma 
graduated nursing school and Ray was   
discharged from the Navy. We have 4    
children, 12 grandchildren and 12       
great-grandchildren. We are fortunate that 
many of them live nearby and are able to 
regularly visit. If you know us, you know 
we are a close-knit, fun-filled family and 

enjoy frequent get-togethers. Each year during the holidays the Merrill clan 
hosts a theme party and the entire family joins in on the creative fun. We 
play an active role in our grown grandchildren’s lives, and dote on their 
young great-grands. 

We have been blessed with a busy and abundant life. Ray retired from AAA 
after 42 successful years and Norma worked part-time and volunteered as a 
nurse while we raised our children. Ray was a “1,000 hour” volunteer for the 
hospital and we both were active on many church committees over the 
years.  We both attended the Emmaus Walk and enjoyed the experience. 
Our children graduated from Fairbanks High School.  

Avid Cleveland Browns and Ohio State Buckeye fans, you can still find us 
watching the games every weekend in the fall and we have passed our love of 
the game on to their kids and grandkids. Thanks to Ray’s job, we were able 
to travel for work and for pleasure. Favorite trips include Hawaii, England, 
Italy, Slovenia and Germany. Norma still has many treasures she            
purchased on oversees travels and has many interesting mementos          
displayed in our home. After retirement, we spent 24 years as snowbirds in 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida and enjoyed hosting family and friends when on 
vacation. 
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 The family has many fond memories of our time in Florida. Norma has a 

proud Slovenian heritage and every year Ray, Norma, and our children  
travel to Cleveland to purchase Kielbasa from a Slovenian butcher to enjoy 
over the holidays. We are grateful for the friends and close connections we 
have made as members of FUMC. We enjoy being able to worship with such 
a strong community. 

FROM THE KITCHEN OF LISA NICHOLS: EASY PAPRIKA CHICKEN 

This is a favorite from our early married days. Jon and I were married   
October 18, 1997 in the Sanctuary (the BFLC was not built yet and the 
wall for the prayer room was knocked out the week after we were married) 

 

1 tbsp. butter 

1 1/4 pounds skinless,     
boneless chicken breast 
halves 

1 can (10 1/2 ounces)      
Campbell’s Condensed 
Cream of  Mushroom Soup  

2 tsp. Paprika 

1/8 tsp. ground pepper 

1/3 c. sour cream or plain yogurt 

4 c. medium egg noodles, cooked and drained (about 1/2 of a 12-ounce 
package) 

Heat the butter in a 10-inch skillet over medium-high heat. Add the 
chicken and cook for 10 minutes or until well browned on both sides. Stir 
the soup, paprika and red pepper in the skillet and heat to a boil. Reduce 
the heat to low.  Cover and cook for 5 minutes or until the chicken is 
cooked through. Stir in the sour cream and cook until the sauce is hot 
and bubbling. Serve the chicken and sauce with the noodles. 
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Discipleship 
Our church believes in the power of discipleship!  Pastor Peggy Hoy is leading 
a discipleship program that began in 2020.  We have several mentors that 
have dedicated their time to shepherding others onto paths of deeper        
understandings of our foundational truths.  Please be in prayer for both the 
mentors and the mentees and ask that God would fill them with wisdom and 
truth as they grow in His grace.   
 
Mentees: 
Brandon Koester, Eric Rohrs, Laci Danielson, Lisa Abbey, Amanda Logsden, 
Jeff Vogrin, Britney Bowland, Kristina Cox, Renea Louck, Katie Mae Vogrin,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentors: 

Peggy Hoy, Sharon Kelley, Ray Fleming, John Morehart, Clay Bauserman 
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“His eyes are on the 
sparrow and I know  
He watches over me” 

Matthew 10:29-31 

 


