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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

 

When my wife Jennifer was in fifth grade, her 
teacher had a jar of delicious candy on her desk 
that she would use to reward good behavior. 
Throughout the year, day after day for 180 days, 
various kids in the class would get rewarded for 
something good they did. Many of the best-
behaving kids got dozens and dozens of pieces of candy throughout the year as the 
teacher gave out hundreds of them throughout those 180 days.  

Now, my wife was one of the most people-pleasing, well-behaved children a teacher 
could ask for; the kind of student that teachers name their own daughters after. And 
so at the end of those 180 days, Jennifer had been recognized for her good  behavior a 
grand total of…………..once. One time. That was worse than never getting it, because 
she got to taste what she was missing as her teacher ignored her the whole year!  

What do you do when you’re doing the ‘right thing’ but the result is still wrong? 

Maybe in spite of your best efforts, the teacher overlooked you; the coach didn’t put 
you in the game; the boss didn’t offer you the promotion; the sergeant blamed you for 
what the other guys did; your daughter didn’t understand. It hurts. Really hurts.  

In the Old Testament in the Bible – as many of you read last month – Job was doing 
everything right. He was “blameless” – one of the best people of his day. And yet, to 
show the angels and whole universe how good Job really was, God let Satan kill off his 
kids and give him horrible diseases to show that Job could endure it all with faith. 
How would you respond to that!? 

Well, strangely enough Job did a lot of things that you might think a good person 
shouldn’t do. He cried, he complained to his family and friends, he yelled at God and 
challenged God and questioned God directly. And yet, he did all of these things while 
keeping his heart humble and keeping it from turning sinfully against God in hatred.  

We read that just when everything got really bad, Job said, “The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Then we read, “Despite all this, 
Job did not sin, nor did he blame God” (Job 1:21, 22 NASB). That word “blame” in    
Hebrew means something like “accuse God of folly or foolishness.” Job expresses his 
view of reality and all of his feelings without cursing God, or calling God names, or  
accusing God of being foolish or evil. (It’s like when my kids were little and they were 
mad at Jennifer, I’d let them cry and scream and complain for a while – no problem, 
they’re kids – but the minute they started to say something mean or untrue about 
mom I stopped that immediately!) 
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You and I are invited by this account of Job to do the same. Don’t just hold it all in – 
let it out. Complain passionately to your friends and family, and to God. Cry, yell, and 
question God. It’s ok. He knows what you’re thinking anyway, so when you actively 
interact with God even in the midst of anger and pain you’re honoring God by turning 
your attention to God. God sees that, God can see that in your heart you still respect 
God and yearn for God’s healing presence, and just like with Job, eventually God will 
respond with His incredible presence of power and compassion. Like Job, that will 
overwhelm you – and you’ll discover that this is what your soul needed all along. That 
will be enough.  

PRAYER: “God, you are God, I am not. I’m frustrated and don’t understand…but I’ll 
trust you anyway. I’m mad – but you know best. I’m waiting on you. Overwhelm me 
with your Presence and Love.”  

 Date    Job    Psalms 

1-Jun    38-39    145 

2-Jun    40-42    146 

3-Jun         1,2,147 

     Proverbs   

4-Jun    1-3    148 

5-Jun    4-6    149 

6-Jun    7-9    150 

7-Jun    10-12    1 

8-Jun    13-15    2 

9-Jun    16-18    3 

10-Jun   19-21    4 

11-Jun   22-24    5 

12-Jun   25-27    6 

13-Jun   28-31    7 

     Ecclesiastes   

14-Jun   1-4    8 

15-Jun   5-8    9 

16-Jun   9-12    10 

    Song of Solomon   Psalms 

17-Jun   1-4    11 

18-Jun   5-8    12 

 

    Jeremiah   

19-Jun   1-3    13 

20-Jun   4-6    14 

21-Jun   7-9    15 

22-Jun   10-13    16 

 

23-Jun   14-17    17 

24-Jun   18-22    18 

25-Jun   23-25    19 

26-Jun   26-29    20 

27-Jun   30-32    21 

28-Jun   33-36    22 

29-Jun   37-39    23 

30-Jun   40-44    24 
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 June Anniversaries 

 1 George & Bonnie Spurling 

 4 Gary & Nancy Bowman  

 5 Ray & Sherry Fleming  

 11 Ray & Norma Merrill 

 14 Bob & Carol Whitman  

 17 Clint & Panda Wagner  

 21 Bill & Barbara Brake  

 29 Bobby & Trudy Wilkerson  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES! 
 

Fairbanks High School: 
Grant Hamm      
Emily Truskoski                 
Jeremy Ziegler                   

Marysville Early College High 
School: 
Shane Hothem  
Brynn Rychlik                     

Marysville High School: 
Jack Christian     
Gavin Cossette  
Mark Frendberg 
Dylan Given 
Clark Hamilton   
Luke Harper        
Gracie Kruse      
Ethan Logsdon  
Logan McSwords              
Parker Reese     
Ashton Schmutz               
Brandon Shick    
Emily Thallman  
Kiersten Traucht               
Alexa Williams   

 June Birthdays 

3 Brenda Brumbaugh  

6 Phyllis Simpson  

11 Mike Connor 

12 Sharon Swartz  

22 Joan Willbarger  

27 Pat Slatten  

 Cathy Amrine  

30 Le Herron  

University 
Lucy Hoy - Baldwin Wallace University 
Patrick Kruse - University of Akron 
Susie Reed  -  Michigan State University  
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We are John and April Burchett.  We moved 
to Marysville in 1991.  John grew up on a 
farm in Orient Ohio.  He graduated from 
Westfall High School in 1983.  He continued 
to help his dad on the farm while working 3rd 
shift as building maintenance supervisor for 
the Meijer store on Georgesville Road in    
Columbus.  That is where we met.  I was 
working there as Lead Cashier on 3rd shift 
while attending Southern Ohio College.  I  
graduated in 1990 with an associate degree 
in Computer Programming.  I grew up in 
Plain City, Ohio.  I graduated from Jonathan 
Alder High School in 1986.  I also graduated 
Tolles Career and Technical School in 1986 
with my Cosmetology license.   

Shortly after moving to Marysville we both 
went to work for Honda.  We were married on 
February 20, 1993.  John left Honda and   
returned to what he loves doing at Big Bear, 
where he did building maintenance.  He 
started working for the First United         
Methodist Church in November of 1993.  He 

has been there for almost 28 years.  John also started a small engine repair 
shop in 1996, John’s Small Engines, LLC.  He works on various small       
engines and sells firewood which he still does today. 

 I worked for the Marysville branch of Richwood Bank for 5 years until I 
started my current job.  I currently am a job developer for A Way Out      
Employment Services.  We get referrals from the state to find suitable      
employment for people with disabilities.  It is a very rewarding job but can 
be challenging at times.   

     We have two children, Kasi and JJ. Kasi works as a medical assistant at 
Dublin Methodist hospital and is married with two children.  She has 
blessed us with our grandsons, Case and Carter.  JJ works at the ELP plant 
for Honda and is married with two children.  He has given us our grandson 
Lucas and our granddaughter Lively.  We love spending time with our  
grandkids!! 
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 We are members and attend the Bible Baptist 

Church in Marysville.  We continue to grow in our 
faith and are constantly learning Christians.  

We both have attended the Emmaus walk at 
FUMC, that is where John accepted Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior.  We have also helped with the 
FUMC women’s rummage sale through the years.  
We have been a part of the “Angels” ministry in 
Columbus, taking coats, propane, and food to     
homeless camps.  We are very fortunate and 
blessed to be a part of a great community with 
very fulfilling jobs and an awesome family.       
God is good!!! 

Peanut Butter Banana Pudding from the Kitchen of April Burchett 

2 Boxes of instant banana pudding 

1 cup of peanut butter 

½ cup of confection sugar 

½ cup water 

½ cup of sugar 

½ a container of Cool Whip 

4 very ripe bananas (cut up) 

1 Box of Vanilla Wafers 

     Prepare instant pudding according to box directions and refrigerate 

     Bring ½ cup of water and ½ cup of sugar to a boil and let cool a bit 

     Stir in 1 cup of peanut butter and ¼ cup of confection sugar 

     Stir in the remaining ¼ of confection sugar 

     Remove pudding from the refrigerator and lightly stir in Cool Whip  

     Lightly stir in your peanut butter mixture 

     Fold in your cut up ripe bananas 

     Pour box of vanilla wafers into a 9 X 13 pan.  Scattering evenly 

     Put pudding mixture over the wafers and refrigerate for 2 to 3 hours 
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This Spring 
our K.I.C.K 
families 
decorated 
the church 
sidewalks 
with their 
best  

creative  
pictures of 
hope, joy 
and love. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR MUSTARD 
SEED FAITH 

 

Marysville First United Methodist Church 
is blessed to have such a faithful         
congregation. The giving through April is 
slightly ahead of the budget. Expenses are 
a little under budget year to date, but we 
expect this to change as more people feel 
comfortable coming back to church. At 
that time, the ministry programming will 
come back and expenses will increase. Are 
you looking for a way to spend a stimulus 
check? The organ console project is not 
fully funded. With Covid-19, we have not 
been able to have the intended fund    
raisers. Your help is appreciated. 
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