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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

 

In my twenties I messed up my back in a 
freak sneezing accident, and in the    
process of the treatment and recovery 
they took x-rays of my knees. (Yes, you 
read that right – and yes, I was as      
confused as you are now!) The doctor 
took one look at the film and said in a 
half-chuckle, “well, THOSE will have to 
be   replaced one day…” Wow. Thanks for the pep talk, doc!  

 

Fast forward a bunch of years up to today, and while playing basketball with my 
sons I injured one of my knees…which isn’t a surprise, I guess, since our motto is 
basically ‘go hard or go home’ and the boys are getting bigger while I’m getting 
slower! Last year the biggest one dislocated my nose in a basketball collision, and 
this year I tore my knee guarding the smallest one who is no longer small. Thanks 
to some good advice from our wonderful church family I’m having it looked at today 
by an orthopedist.  

Our Bible reading last month included the phrase in Ecclesiastes 9:11 that says 
that whether people are swift or strong or brilliant or learned, “time and chance 
happen to them all.” People all the time lament to me about what they used to be 
able to do that they can’t do anymore, and they’re right -- it stinks. It really does. 
Time and chance happen to all of us, and it tempts us to be sad or depressed or to 
pine for the good ol’ days when we could do more with less pain.  

But what if you have a heavenly audience watching you right now, who is           
interested in how you respond? In our Bible reading of the book of Job, we saw in 
chapter one what Job never got to see. He went through his entire set of challenges 
without ever having God reveal to him that God and the heavenly host were        
observing and studying his reactions. He was never shown how his story would    
inspire millions to have faith in God in the midst of pain.  

You don’t know the full story and neither do I. We don’t fully know what God’s   
doing through our pain or loss, but we know that God is watching and interested 
in our responses. Changes in our ability and routine lead us to encounter people 
we wouldn’t have otherwise encountered, and to have time and ability to pay       
attention to things we would have otherwise overlooked.  
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Love-First  
Bible Reading 
Plan 

    

Date Jeremiah Psalms 

1-Jul 45-48 25 

2-Jul 49-50 26 

3-Jul 51-52 27 

  Lamentations   

4-Jul 1-2 28 

5-Jul 3 29 

6-Jul 4-5 30 

  Ezekiel   

7-Jul 1-4 31 

8-Jul 5-8 32 

9-Jul 9-12 33 

10-Jul 13-15 34 

11-Jul 16-18 35 

12-Jul 19-21 36 

13-Jul 22-24 37 

14-Jul 25-27 38 

15-Jul 28-30 39 

16-Jul 31-33 40 

17-Jul 34-36 41 

18-Jul 37-39 42 

19-Jul 40-44 43 

20-Jul 45-48 44 

  Ezra   

21-Jul 1-3 45 

22-Jul 4-7 46 

23-Jul 8-10 47 

  Nehemiah   

24-Jul 1-3 48 

25-Jul 4-6 49 

26-Jul 7-9 50 

That doctor or nurse we’ll see next 
week – they would have never had us 
in their lives if everything was going 
well. What does that mean? That      
article we read in bed, that              
documentary we saw in the chair, that 
person who stood near us when we 
were waiting on the sidewalk to get 
picked up – none of those things 
would have happened if we were    
hurrying healthily to our next task.  

 

I read last week that a lady was about 
to commit suicide on a bridge, and a 
friendly dog happened to come by and 
greet her – shaking her out of her    
depression just enough to change her 
mind. Who knows how your new state 
of physical health, whether good or 
bad, is going to put you in the right 
place at the right time to say       
something, or to share some bit of   
trivia, or do something, that is going to 
change someone’s life for the better. 
You never know…but God does. And 
God is watching.  

 

“The race is not to the swift or 
the battle to the strong, nor does 
food come to the wise or wealth 
to the brilliant or favor to the 
learned; but time and chance 
happen to them all.” 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 
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 July Anniversaries 

2 Max & Mary Lowery  

8 Anne & Al Gleine  

13 Tom & Martha Smith   

Love and sympathy are extended to Mark (Jo) Confer in the loss of his          
grandmother Carolyn Hines. 
Love and sympathy are extended to Family and Friends in the loss of Carolyn 
Hines. 
Love and sympathy are extended to Scott (Janet) James in the loss of his cousins 
Dave and Lora.  

Congratulations to Dan and Katie Carter on the birth of their son, Oliver Preston 
on June 8th. 
Congratulations to Phillip and Sarah Morrison, their son Caleb Michael was     
dedicated on Sunday June 13th in the 10:30am service by Pastor Nathan.    

 July Birthdays 

1 Mary Howard  

2 George Spurling  

6 Anne Gleine 

7 Bobby Wilkerson  

8 Joyce Wening  

11 Bill Wening  

13 Marilyn Connor  

15 Luella Conklin
 Ray Merrill  

15 Sandy Schimmel  

 Tom Smith  

 Bud Herriott  

18 Eileen Howard  

22 Phyllis Taylor  

28 Keith Huffman   

29 Max Lowery  

30 Bonnie Spurling  

*Save the date….Rummage Sale 2021* 

The sale dates are Friday & Saturday September 10th & 11th. You can begin to drop off your 
donated items on Sunday August 29th to Sunday September 5th  (one week only) . 
The rummage sale will be here before you know it. Please save your stuff!!  This is a big church 
event that supports missions as well as MFUMC preschool & post graduate scholarships. 
*This time we will not have women’s or men’s clothes, (children’s clothes only). 
*It is a great time to begin sorting and gathering your items together. Also remember to save 
your unwanted Christmas decorations to donate. 
*Volunteers are needed to work the week before the sale, Sunday September 5th – Thursday 
September 9th. Volunteers are welcome on Labor Day.  Extended evening hours on Tuesday. 
For more information or to help with the sale call or text … Jeannette  McConnell 937-309-5478  

Le Herron celebrated 100 
years on June 30th 
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Don and I met each other while in the 
eighth grade. We then graduated from The 
Ohio State University together; on the very 
same day that Don received his commission 
as a Field Artillery  Officer in the US Army. 
We married a few days later and became an           
active-duty military couple, with Don in 
Field Artillery School and Flight School. As 
a Physiology major, I (Marge) found some 
unexpected joy in teaching junior high    
sciences.     

As a newly trained Army Aviator, Don      
received orders for a one-year tour to       
Vietnam. I moved to Marysville, employed at 
Scotts Chemical Research. During that 
time, we transferred our individual church 
affiliations to being members of the 
Marysville United Methodist Church. Upon 

return from Vietnam, Don’s orders sent us to Ft Stewart, GA. This presented me with the    
opportunity to teach high school Chemistry and Biology, and to experience firsthand some of 
the tumultuous social times of that era.    

Two moves and three years later with Don on a second tour to Vietnam, I again moved to 
Marysville with our family of two small boys, as serious overshadowing events came upon our 
country and our lives. A personal relationship with God through prayer became very          
important to us. This pattern continued with Don’s orders to Ft Knox and then to Recruiting 
Command. Individual Christians of authentic faith greatly influenced our personal             
relationships with God.  After Don’s active-duty service, we moved to Orville, Ohio and again 
it was the influence of individual Christians that was pivotal in the further development of 
our personal relationship with God.  

We were presented with the opportunity to purchase his family’s dairy farm, which even I 
eventually admitted was a good place to raise our four sons. The lifestyle phase of being a 
dairy farm family was an amazing learning experience filled with new faith stretching          
opportunities and challenges. The financial reality of our upstart farming adventure and the 
responsibility for our young family kept us on our knees. We knew living on the farm was 
God’s will for us, and we just needed to learn to trust Him, which is easy to say but difficult 
to practice. Eventually, we found God to be true and faithful and we learned to grow in our 
relationship with Him.  

Our four sons became men and they graduated from The Ohio State University. This entered 
us into a different phase of life as a military family. Don had the honor of commissioning all 
four of our sons as officers in the United States military. After 9/11 they were all deployed to 
Middle Eastern countries, along with one of our daughters-in-law. At one point in time, four 
family members were deployed simultaneously. Don was still serving in the US Army         
Reserves with a very real possibility of being reactivated, and I did not milk cows. This was 
yet another level of learning to trust God, and as parents it was not easy to experience the 
deployments of our children.  
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 We found God to be true and faithful amongst these challenges. Today, two of our sons   

continue to serve as Reservists. One son and his wife are career active-duty and are retired. 
After 30 years of service, Don is also retired from the military. After marrying, three of our 
sons live on their own farms in this area with their children. Our oldest son and his wife live 
in another state, and they visit when possible. One granddaughter lives with her husband in 
Texas, and our oldest grandson is working on his advanced degree at Ashland University. 
The younger grandchildren are either home schooled or attend Fairbanks school system.  

Over the years of membership at MFUMC, Don has served on the Finance Committee,   
Leadership Team, Facility Management Team, Trustees, Emmaus Teams and currently     
attends Wednesday Morning Bible Study, Tuesday night Small Group and Thursday     
Evening Bible Project Reading Group. I (Marge) have and am involved in various aspects of 
prayer ministry. As Prayer Coordinator, initiated 24/7 Prayer Events, along with others   
furnished the Prayer Room, promoted teaching events on prayer, organized prayer teams for 
Sunday services, authored weekly prayer devotionals, and involved in various prayer 
groups. I also attend Bible Studies, small groups and Bible Project Reading. We have       
participated in church sponsored Missions Trips to Mexico (2), Costa Rico, Alaska and seven 
annual work trips to Echo center in Florida.  

We are so honored and blessed to have our families with their sixteen children living into 
our lives. We enjoy hosting Sunday family dinners, going to our grandchildren’s events,   
traveling, and RV-ing. I enjoy reading, do some writing and participate in several              
intercessory prayer groups. Don continues to actively participate in the farming operation. 
God continues to be true and faithful and we continue to grow in our relationship with Him.     

Summer Recipe: Cherry Rhubarb Dessert 

1 cup quick oatmeal 

1 cup flour 

1/4 tsp. salt 

1 cup brown sugar 

1/2 cup butter, softened 

In a medium bowl, mix together above ingredients. Press 
half of the mixture in a 9x13-inch pan. Save the other 
half for the topping. 

Filling: 

1 cup water 

1 cup sugar 

2 tbsp. corn starch 

1 tsp. almond flavoring 

1 can cherry pie filling (21 oz.) 

4 cups diced fresh or frozen rhubarb 

In a medium saucepan, cook water, sugar, and 
corn starch until thick. Add almond flavoring. 
Add pie filling and rhubarb; mix until combined. 
Pour over crust in pan. Sprinkle remaining 
crumbs over top along with some nuts. Bake at 
350 degrees for 45 minutes.                                       
Serve with whipping or ice cream! 
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TREASURED was 
the VBS theme 
this year! The 
kids had a super 
week  learning all 
the ways God 
sees us, hears us 
and loves us! We 
are Treasured! 

God hears 
us when 
we pray! 
No matter 
what our 
age! 

Pastor Peggy leads our youth 
interns in a Discipleship class 
each week! 
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 DĂƌǇƐǀŝůůĞ�&ŝƌƐƚ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�DĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ����
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�DĂǇ͘ �zĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�DĂǇ͕ �ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�
ďƵĚŐĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƟŽŶ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ��������
ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�DĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�
�Ks/�-ϭϵ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ůŝŌĞĚ͕�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞƐƐ�
ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ͘�dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�–�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŐŝŌƐ�ĂůůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�
'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬ͘ 

'ŝŌƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ����
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵƵůĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞƐ�
ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ĂƉƉŽƌƟŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ŵƵƐŝĐ͕�
ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶ�ĨƵŶĚ͘�
dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͊ 

d,�E<�zKh�&KZ�zKhZ�Dh^d�Z��^����&�/d, 
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“Now the Lord is the Spirit,  
and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
 


