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Pastor’s Pen by Rev. Nathan Custer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Godly Patriotism in These Days” 

 

“Pastor Nathan – they say polite people never talk about politics or religion, 
and you’re talking about both in the same article! Are you crazy?!?”         
Probably…but I’ve never been tested for it…  J  

 

Let’s start with government. In my office is a bust of Abraham Lincoln that 
my grandmother made years ago, and you may recall that in Lincoln’s     
Gettysburg Address he said:  

“It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us…
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.”  

I love those words – and yet, can you see the tension to which they point? If 
our government is of the people, by the people, for the people, what role hath 
God? We are “under God,” but it’s awfully difficult to put God first if         
government is for, and by, and of, us. Christians during the Civil War    
struggled in this tension, because while the opinion of God given in Genesis 
1 was that humans were equally created in the image of God, the government 
of / by / for the people had allowed powerful people to enslave less powerful 
people. (If you think politics are bad now, compare them to the Civil War!)  
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Christians have struggled to navigate the relationship between our faith and 
the local government for 2000 years. Our faith guarantees that tension,     
because while we have to live in human-led governments while on earth,    
ultimately those governments are only secondary in our lives since primarily 
we already live in a KINGDOM. When we vote in our democratic republic, it’s 
an illusion to think that we have the ability and right to decide how to live, 
how to organize ourselves, what is right and wrong, etc. We don’t ultimately 
own anything, including our own lives: GOD DOES. Every decision we 
make is a decision of stewardship, not ownership. Our life was a gift of 
God to us that we care for -- not something we earned, bought, or created on 
our own. Similarly: we don’t own our spouse; we only participate in God’s 
creation of children; and any friends we have are created and owned by God. 

    

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “… You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price.” God created you and bought you out of slavery to sin through the 
price of his Son Jesus. So, when Jesus said, “give to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s” he was being hilariously sneaky -- because think 
about it: What is God’s? EVERYTHING. What ultimately was Caesar’s? 
NOTHING – he only thought he owned something, just as we only think we 
own anything. It ALL belongs to the King; that’s how kingdom’s work! Ha!  

 

So, in my opinion a godly patriotism is an approach to government and life 
in which every action is an action of stewardship, not ownership. Life,     
possessions, and countries are gifts from God to be cared for by us on behalf 
of our loving King. I pray that your actions today and those of our            
governmental leaders will show the next generation of leaders how one acts 
as a child of the King who stewards the kingdom well. Amen! 
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February Birthdays 

2-Catherine Smallwood 

Mary Gallogly 

4-Ronnie Ardrey 

6-Barb Herron 

   Barb Gray 

13 May Parrott 

16-Martha Smith 

18-Elaine Mohler 

24-Judy Fisher 

     Carolyn Ardrey 

25-Sue Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 

6-Larry & Debbie George 

Love and Sympathy are extended to:       

 
Jim Hall in the loss of his wife Bonnie. 

 

Jim Hall in the loss of his granddaughter. 
 
Dan (Melinda) Froehlich in the loss of his sister Linda Gallagher. 

 
Nancy (Kevin) Mabry in the loss of Nancy’s sister Cindy Walker.  

 
Ruth Foreman and Elnora Richardson, in the loss of their niece Theresa.  
 
Ellen (Greg) Traucht in the loss of her mother Alice Foust. 
Jane (Tom) Brower in the loss of her mother Alice Foust. 
The many grandchildren and great grandchildren of Alice Foust. 

 
The McConnell family in the loss of their beloved Laura.  

        

Peggy Henman, in the loss of her brother-in-law. 
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I grew up on a farm south of 
Marysville and attended Church and 
Sunday School at Unionville Center 
UMC. After college, I married Bill 
Hines, who was a United Methodist 
pastor for 47 years. When he retired 
we moved to Marysville and have     
attended FUMC for 19 years. I have   
volunteered many years with the 
Rummage Sale, funeral dinners, office 
work, and I babysat for the Mom’s 
group, all of which I loved doing. It 
was an important part of my life. I 
look forward to enjoy doing all of 
these things again when things return 
back to normal. I have attended the 
Serendipity Sunday School class for 
many years. It is a wonderful class 
and has great Bible teachers. During 
my husband’s long illness different 

members of the class would come over twice a week to sit with Bill so I could 
get out to do things I needed to do outside of our home. Also, members of 
the Crusaders class would come over and help me put Bill into bed at night 
for months. They were all such a blessing to me. I also attend the Golden 
Girls Bible Study and WIM Morning Circle. Both are great Christian groups. 
My favorite memory of volunteering is remembering how thankful all the 
families were who we served funeral dinners. It feels good to know that we 
are honoring the family member that passed by supplying a dinner for their 
family and friends to eat and spend time together. I was very shy in high 
school. History was my favorite subject. I had lots of friends in my class of 
eleven students! The five of us that are still alive still get together once a 
year for lunch and fellowship. I love working in my yard– mowing and      
gardening. I also love  volunteering and helping others. My biggest  pleasure 
is being with my family. I have 6 children, 21 grandchildren and 21        
great-grandchildren. One thing that would surprise someone to learn about 
me is when our daughter was a missionary in Liberia, W. Africa, my       
husband and I went to visit her far out in the middle of the jungle. We flew 
to her small mission base in a four seater missionary plane.  
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 While there, I had to spend a week in a third world hospital with Amoebic 

Dysentery. It was a very scary time! My favorite Bible verse is Joshua 24:15 
– “But as for me and my family we will serve the Lord.” I chose this verse 
when our children were very young and have tried to obey it through the 
rest of my life. The greatest blessing in my life is that all of my children are 
strong believers that serve the Lord. Two of them are pastors of good sized 
churches, and one was a missionary in Liberia, W. Africa, Ybor City in the 
lowest economy of Tampa, Florida and in Arizona to Native Americans. I   
also have a granddaughter who is a missionary in Japan and a grandson 
who is a pastor in our church. You probably know both of them! I would  
invite others to volunteer because when you volunteer you are helping the 
church and many others, which is important. You also make friendships 
with other Christians in church, which is great! Volunteering is my way to 
spread God’s love by serving Him. I am a Christ follower because of the 
great Christian family I grew up in and the training they and my church 
gave me. Christ has brought me through many hard times in my life. My 
first child was born deaf, my second child was born with a hair lip and a 
double cleft palate, my fifth child had a hair lip and my husband had severe 
brain problems in the last 18 years of his life. God has been with me all my 
life and blessed me in so many ways and He has led so many of our church 
members to bless me when my husband was so ill. I am so thankful to God 
for everything He has done for me and my family. 

FROM THE KITCHEN OF SHARON SWARTZ: BREAKFAST CARMEL 
ROLLS 

1 pkg. small (18-20) frozen rolls 

1 pkg. butterscotch pudding and pie filling, not      
instant pudding 

1,2 cup chopped pecans 

1 stick margarine or butter 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

Method: 

Grease bundt pan and sprinkle chopped pecans in it.  Place rolls on top of 
pecans.  Sprinkle pudding over the rolls.  Heat butter and brown sugar to 
a boil and pour over top.  Cover and let stand overnight. Bake at 350    
degrees for 25 minutes,  Let rolls cool for about 5 minutes before taking 
out of the bundt pan.  



 

 

.,&.�.LGV 
 

 

KICK Kids participated      
in a countdown to      
Christmas called                             

Journey to Bethlehem.  

 

We had 66 children join us 
in sharing stories, activities 
and crafts from their home.  
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Please pray over our Confirmation students by name daily. Pray for God to use 
Confirmation to teach them His way and will, to grow them in their relationship 
with Him, and to become a life-long disciple of Jesus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE        
BOWLAND FAMILY 

The Bowland family has been 
worshipping with us online 
and has decided to join our 
church!   

Jared, Britney, August and 
Zara have delighted in our 
online worship!  August will 
be attending our Preschool in 
the Fall and both of their  
children will be baptized in 
the weeks to come. 
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“Let all you do be done in love.” 

1 Corinthians 16:14 

 


