
Youth Ministry Safety Protocol for In-Person Meetings 
 
When meeting in-person, we are making the best effort to maintain the following 
guidelines for our youth ministry’s use of the church facilities and van, and for 
their ministry events off-site: 

1. Social Distancing: Stay 6 feet apart as much as possible. 

2. Handwashing: Frequent hand washing / sanitization, encourage coughs and 
sneezes to be into a tissue that’s disposed or into one’s elbow, and insist that 
youth presenting signs of illness stay home. 

3. Masks: Masks are currently required during all youth events and activities that 
are indoors.* For outdoor activities masks are not required if participating in the 
activity. If not participating you need to maintain a 6 feet distance or you must 
wear a mask. (Example outdoor kickball – participating in the activity you don’t 
have to wear a mask but sitting on the sidelines you do unless 6 feet apart) 

4. Food: Only food that is prepared in individual, non-shared ways following the 
basic food preparation guidelines from the State Health Director for these COVID 
times shall be provided (for instance: boxed lunches, canned beverages, bottles 
of water, individually packaged pizza slices, individually packaged snacks etc.). 
These items are to be distributed by our leaders, who will all be wearing gloves at 
all times. 

5. Transportation: When people who are not of the same household are sitting 
beside one another in the same row, the center seat(s) should be left empty. 
Thus, in our 15 passenger vans, the total capacity for a group that includes 
entirely separate households would be 10 (driver, front passenger, then two per 
row). 

6. Overnight sleeping in the building: Prohibited for now unless given permission by 
the leadership team. 

7. Cleaning supplies are present in rooms and upon the end of the use of the room 
that should be used to wipe down surfaces touched (such as table tops, chair 
backs, door handles, etc.) at the conclusion of use. 

8. For off-site events, the Ohio state guidelines for Youth Sports and Parks and 
Recreation shall serve as general guidelines for safe youth ministry events. 

*For highly intense activities, we may allow no masks for those participating in 
the activity. 
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