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Pastor’s Pen by Rev. Nathan Custer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When I was growing up, as a little kid we lived an hour’s drive from my 

grandparents but to me it seemed like a whole world away. When we would 

visit them for Christmas they always made a HUGE deal out of it, with 

mountains of presents under the tree and huge stuffed pillows that I’d play 

with on the floor. (Looking back on it now, the pillows were probably only     

3 feet wide, but to me they were like enormous bed mattresses good for  

stacking, jumping on, and bulldozering at full-speed run!)  

For their church, grandpa would dress up as 

Santa Claus, come into the church   building 

to the delight of the kids, pass out some   

presents, and…go kneel and pray to baby Je-

sus in the manger. In our home we had a lit-

tle sculpture of Santa kneeling at the manger 

as well. That’s an interesting blend of             

supernatural entities, isn’t it?  
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As an adult who became a pastor/theologian, I admit I’ve had a love/hate        

relationship with Santa Claus. On one hand, I’ve grown weary of the    

commercialization of Christmas and the “I want more presents!” culture 

that Santa can represent. It seems so contrary to Jesus’ call to serve, pick 

up one’s cross, etc. On the other hand, it may be that the kneeling-Santa 

image subtly taught me that my self-centered, gift-getting desire should 

kneel at the feet of the one who sacrificially gave Himself for us. When I 

learned the truth of Santa I really wasn’t that disappointed – but why not? 

Maybe I was at peace with it because the adults around me were living a 

life of self-sacrifice that enabled me to receive all that I really needed…

especially their love and attention.  

My preaching through Advent is based on this idea that we’re all on a   

journey to find, understand, and live out God’s sacrificial, giving love that 

is given and illustrated through Jesus. Like any journey, there are good 

times and bad, and sometimes we get a little lost along the way. Sacrificial 

giving is complicated: sometimes we mistakenly think it’s about us being 

appreciated for what we gave; sometimes it feeds other people’s             

selfishness; but other times it heals our heart of its selfishness and      

provides the recipient with a blessing that ultimately was from God.  

As you journey through the days of Advent to Christmas, remember to 

kneel at Jesus’ feet in the manger, thank Him for his sacrificial love for us, 

and go share that love generously and sacrificially with the people God 

wants to bless through you! Merry Christmas!   
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December Birthdays 

 

2– Radonna Miller 

3-Connie Sabins 

4-Jackie Lazenby 

6-Frank Craver 

18-Alice Spain 

20-Elnora Richardson 

21-Don Henshaw 

23-Norma Merrill 

     Jeannie Stults 

     Susie Butts 

26-Linda Thompson 

31-Sharon Wade 

 

  

 

December Anniversaries 

5-George & Mary Jane Freeman 

19-Tom & Judy Fisher 

21-Bill & Carol Johnson 

25-Nes & Cres Gacusan 

28-Keith & Joanne Huffman 

    

Love and Sympathy are extended to:       

The family and friends of Phyllis Burroughs 

Sandy (Jack) Schimmel in the loss of her brother Jerry Lentz 

Peggy Henman and family in the loss of Russ, husband and father  

Ron (Marylee) Haupt in the loss of his mother Caroline       

                                 

My husband, Russ, died on Nov.8,2020. Since then, I have received so many 

cards, calls, and prayers that have helped me so much getting through each 

day that includes so many new hurdles to climb. Thank you all so much.  

Peggy Henman.    
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Once again our QUAKE YOUTH will be selling CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS as a         
fundraiser. Please return all orders to the church office or drop it inside the 

church lockbox which is located at the Court St. entrance inside the double doors 
You may  also mail your completed order form below along with a check payable 

to FUMC with notation for YOUTH POINSETTIAS to:                                        
First United Methodist Church, 207 S. Court St.   

Orders must be received by the December 13th DEADLINE.  

NOTE: ALL ORDERS MUST HAVE CASH OR CHECK PAYMENT ENCLOSED. 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Eve service you attend. 

                             PLEASE ORDER NO LATER THAN December 13th! 

Please type or print your information below:  

(6’ pot—5-7 blooms) Quantity ____  

Red Poinsettias at $10.00 suggested donation each = $______ 

In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________________________________
  

 

Given by ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address/City/State_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Office use only: check # _________ cash _________ initials _________ 
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Sugar Cookies From the Kitchen of Donna Rausch 

4 c. flour                     1 c margarine (I use Blue Bonnet) 

1/2 tsp soda                 2 c sugar 

1/4 tsp salt                   3 eggs 

                                    1 tsp vanilla - not imitation  

Sift flour, soda and salt together. Cream margarine. Slowly add and beat in sugar 
till well blended. Add eggs, one at a time, and beat well after each addition. Blend 
in vanilla. Add dry ingredients gradually and blend well. Cover bowl and chill 
dough in frig for several hours.( I place wax paper on dough to keep it moist)  Roll 
dough out a little more than 1/4 inch thick and cut. Bake at 325 degrees for 8 to 
10 minutes on greased cookie sheet or parchment paper. Remove from oven just 
before they start to brown. They will stay a little 
softer that way. 

 

Sugar Cookies from the Kitchen of               
Jennifer Custer 

2 and 1/4 c. all purpose flour 

1/2 tsp baking powder 

1/4 tsp salt 

3/4 c unsalted butter, softened to room temperature 

3/4 c granulated sugar 

1 large egg, at room temperature 

2 tsp pure vanilla extract 

1/4 or 1/2 tsp almond extract (optional, but makes the flavor outstanding) 

Add the dry ingredients to the wet ingredients and mix on low until combined. 
Dough will be relatively soft. If the dough is too soft and sticky add 1 tbsp. more 
flour. Divide the dough into 2 equal parts. Place each portion onto lightly floured 
parchment paper. Roll the dough out to 1/4 inch thickness. Lightly dust one of 
the rolled out doughs with flour. Place parchment paper on top to prevent      
sticking. Place the second rolled out dough on top. Cover and refrigerate for at 
least 1-2 hours and up to 2 days. Once chilled, preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Line 
baking sheets with parchment paper. Cut the dough into shapes. Bake for 11-12 
minutes and cool completely before decorating.   
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Greetings to all, 

My name is Wilma Bauserman, I am a       
resident at Brookdale Senior Living in 
Marysville. I have been associated with 
Marysville FUMC since 1973. I joined as 
member when my husband was appointed as 
one of the pastors here. I had the privilege of 
serving as the wife of one of your pastors here 
for 12 years. I thoroughly appreciated our 
years in Marysville. I enjoyed all the social  
activities of the church. I helped in teaching 
youth Sunday school classes during our time 
here. I participated in the women’s groups in 
the church. I was privileged to be a member 
of the Emmaus community & served on the 
early walks in Marysville. I made good friends 
during our time in Marysville, that remain as 
good friends to me today, and I count these 
as God’s rich blessings. 

We moved from Marysville in 1985 but still 
felt connected to the church through our family and friends. We retired in the mid 
90’s and moved to Mt Perry, Ohio. We joined the Somerset UMC & I remain a 
member there today. During those years we always seemed connected to 
Marysville through family. We would often attend church here for our           
grandchildren’s events such as baptism, confirmation, and youth activities.            
My husband died in 2009, my life changed greatly.                                                               

In 2012 I moved back to Marysville to be closer to my family. At that point I 
became involved in Marysville FUMC again. I worshiped with you on Sundays and 
attended Sunday school. I was involved in different bible study classes. You all 
welcomed me in, made me feel at home, some of you would even pick me up & 
take me along after I gave up driving.                                                                   

Life is much different for me these days. I am not able to be active like I 
would like to be. I am not able to go to the places that I always liked to go to. I am 
not able to visit with others like I once enjoyed. My mind is not sharp like it once 
was. I am no longer able to tell a good story or greet a friend like I once did. But, I 
still have my warm contagious smile.                                                                              
For 47 years I have in some way been connected to Marysville FUMC. This group 
of God’s people have been a true blessing to my family and me. This church is full 
of some of God’s finest people. Thank you for serving Him.  
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THE ANNUAL HOPE CENTER FUNDRAISER  

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS:  

Building a firm foundation for a better future 
Join us for our Radiothon December 5, 2020 9am-5pm on WQQT 96.7FM & 

1270AM (Pastor Nathan will be a guest that morning sometime between 9-10am.) 

 

 

Merry Christmas from  

Methodist Creative Preschool 
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Now may the God of hope fill you  

with all joy and peace  

Romans 15:13 

 

Merry  
Christmas 


