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CASSEROLE!   Thirty minutes ago I arrived home after watching my high school 
sophomore play a baseball game and as I walked in the door I heard the blessed 
words from my wife: “I made lattice-top-chicken; it’s in the frig!” Ahhh—our      
family’s favorite casserole! Tender bits of chicken cooked together with potato soup, 
crispy onions, and vegetables, all covered with strips of crescent rolls and topped 
with melted cheese. It’s truly delicious, but imagine eating all of those ingredients 
together without applying any heat. Ugh!!! Not only would it be disgusting – just 
imagine a mouthful of cold potato soup with raw chicken pieces floating on your 
tongue – but it would wage war on your stomach faster than you can say 
“Montezuma’s Revenge!” However, when each ingredient has been cooked in the 
correct amount of heat and then mixed together, and finally heated one more time 
to get everything blended together perfectly…well…that’s a delicious treat that will 
even fill up our three sons! (And that’s a minor miracle!) 

Heat applied in the right way can make wonderful what would otherwise be       
disgusting.  

In Romans 5:3-4 we read, “we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 
When we accept with the right attitude the adversity that comes our way, we open 
our hearts and minds up to be molded by God’s Spirit in such a way that beauty 
comes from suffering. We grow in perseverance, we develop character, and will find 
hope – IF we embrace the heat of suffering with God’s grace and handle it with His 
power. The very next verse says, “And hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us.” We have a lot of people today who get mean and nasty when they 
are suffering, and others who are hurtful even when things are going well.  
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LOVE FIRST READING PLAN 

 

Date 2 Samuel Psalms 

1-Apr 9-12 89 

2-Apr 13-15 90 

3-Apr 16-18 91 

4-Apr 19-21 92 

5-Apr 22-24 93 

  1 Kings   

6-Apr 1-3 94 

7-Apr 4-7 95 

8-Apr 8-10 96 

9-Apr 11-13 97 

10-Apr 14-16 98 

11-Apr 17-19 99 

12-Apr 20-22 100 

  2 Kings   

13-Apr 1-3 101 

14-Apr 4-7 102 

15-Apr 8-11 103 

16-Apr 12-14 104 

17-Apr 15-17 105 

18-Apr 18-19 106 

19-Apr 20-22 107 

20-Apr 23-25 108 

  Isaiah   

21-Apr 1-4 109 

22-Apr 5-8 110 

23-Apr 9-12 111 

24-Apr 13-17 112 

25-Apr 18-22 113 

26-Apr 23-27 114 

27-Apr 28-30 115 

28-Apr 31-35 116 

29-Apr 36-38 117 

30-Apr 39-41 118 

Someone once likened success to suffering       
because so often success can lead to corruption of 
character as much as suffering does! Look around 
at the people around you – they need to see God 
shine through you. So when suffering comes, and 
the heat is applied, decide to embrace it with 
God’s love and let God’s spirit change you. Let His 
Spirit melt you and mold you together with the 
people around you like the raw chicken getting 
cooked together into a tasty casserole. You’re the 
chef of your life, with God providing the             
ingredients and the heat. What will you make of 
these weeks of your life? Make something     
beautiful that the people around you will          
appreciate!  

Let 
your  
light 
shine 
Matthew  
5:14-16 
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April Birthdays 

4 Kae Zorman  

6 Nes Gacusan  

7 Bill Brake  

9 Bob Whitman  

11 Nancy Bowman  

12 Susan Pleasant  

16 Ann Low  

19 Dwight Youngkin  

22 Corky Burton  

27 Mar Jeanne Taulbee  

28 Lois Dale  

29 Carol Johnson  

30 Ralph Simpson  

 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 

19 Gene & Brenda Brumbaugh  

21 Tom & Donna Rausch  

   

Love and Sympathy are extended to:    

David M. Speicher in the loss of his wife Carol Ann. 

David G. (Tami) Speicher and family in the loss of his mother Carol Ann. 

Dianne (Scott) Coon and their daughters in the loss of her mother Marilyn Monnin 

 
Congratulations to Jared Marsh and Britney Bowland. Pastor Nathan baptized 
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Bobby and I had each lived 
in a number of states before 
we met 31 years ago in 
Michigan  Little did we know 
the Lord had more moves in 
His plan for us.  In 1992 He 
led us to go to Lexington, 
Kentucky to be part of a new 
church start-up. We left our 
career jobs:  Bobby’s, a 
Steward in thoroughbred 
racing and mine, an office 
manager at Ryder Truck 
Rental regional office.  We 
look back and laugh at how 
we thought we had  really 
“sacrificed” to leave those 

jobs, when just a short while later the racetrack was razed to build a shopping 
mall and region offices at Ryder were eliminated.  Our theme verse has been     
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you saith the Lord, not to harm 
you but to give you hope and a future.”  And we proclaim His never-ending      
faithfulness. 

The 10 years we spent in Lexington were a most amazing ride of exciting ministry 
to at-risk children and their families all while starting up a ServiceMaster         
restoration franchise as our way of making a living.   A church property was given 
to our newly established church right smack-dab in the middle of one of the most 
high poverty, high crime, needy areas of the city.  Being a new church, the       
ministry budget was nil; however the Lord provided funds and resources in       
miraculous ways including grants, which I quickly learned to write.   The small-
but-mighty team of dedicated Christians was able to bring Jesus to all  facets of 
need in the families in that little pocket of despair-be it spiritual or physical or  
recreational.   Awana Club brought biblical truth to the children.  The school 
where the children attended was academically one in the lowest 10 in the whole 
state.  A ministry called “Read To Succeed” helped in that area.  Without us even 
realizing it, the Lord made that little church body became a model for ministry for 
many other churches in the area.   

As the community was made aware of the many obstacles these folks were up 
against, a tiny band of us, with a vision for better, cast the concept of meshing   
resources available from some with the needs of the community.  Eventually, The 
Lexington Leadership Foundation was born.   
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 Through that Read to Succeed locations increased;  Character First (based on the 

Bible) material became part of the 30+ elementary schools in Fayette  County.  
Many other initiatives were birthed and still serve the community. 

My early call to “missions with children” and studies in religious education at 
seminary now made sense.  As Children’s Minister/Community Liaison, I felt my 
purpose was sealed.   Bobby ended up working for corporate ServiceMaster     
traveling much, but somehow always making it back for Awana Club,          
Promisekeepers Task Force, and his Men’s Small group.  And yet, after 10 years, 
the Lord was nudging us to get ready for yet another move. 

Well, He plopped us right here in Marysville in 2002.  It turns out there were   
similar needs here in trailer parks, section 8 apartments and all around.  We met 
people of the same heart who made it possible to have after school clubs/dinner 
in the building where the Amish Market is now, Kid’s Clubs at Marysville Green 
apartments and other places for a number of years.  There were kids a mile from 
our home who didn’t know that Christmas is really about Jesus’ birth and why 
He chose to die for us. 

We have been at FUMC about 9 years and have both served “inside” the church 
walls in many ways-teaching SS, VBS, organizing The Academy, Step by Step, 
S.H.A.P.E., small groups, on various teams etc. 

Knowing Jesus has been an amazing life.  We are now in a new season.  All that 
goes with home ownership kind of overtook us and we now live in a wonderfully 
beautiful apartment community where there are few demands physically.  We 
have a new circle of neighbors to love on.  During the covid year, we experienced 
such love back from them as they “wanted to keep us safe.”  His Plans are the 
best and His Timing is perfect!  We are blessed.  

 

Come follow me and I 
will make you 
fishers of men 
Matthew 4:19 
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This year we had an amazing group of nine seventh-grade students in             
Confirmation. They learned much about the Bible, how to do devotionals to really 
study and learn from the Bible (SOAPs), church history, what it means to be a 
United Methodist, and most importantly about how to grow their relationship with 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. In mid-February, we did a weekend retreat 
at the church where two of the Confirmands accepted Jesus into their life... YEA 
GOD! Confirmation Sunday, on March 14th, three of the students were baptized 
and all nine become members of our church! It was a great day of celebration in 
their faith journey. God has some amazing plans for these students and we are so 
thankful they are members of our church!   

Our Confirmation Class of 2021 Photo (left to right) 

 

Simon Custer, Tensent Kruse, Drew Chaffin, Colt Cotner, Cohen Burns, Morgan 
Stinemetz, Jovie Traucht, Hannah Edwards, and Brinely England.  
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Hello, friends!  I was asked to share a recipe that I love, so here is one for 
Chicken Salad that I love for two reasons.  One, it’s just simple and delicious 
and two, it reminds me of the wonderful time in my life when we lived in   
Franklin TN, near Nashville.  Two of our boys were born in Nashville, so we have 
joyous memories! There is this quaint little deli in downtown Franklin,         
Merridee’s Breadbasket, that made the most delicious chicken salad, and a 
waitress there was once kind enough to pass along their secret to me, so here it 
is: 

 

Chicken Salad 

4 raw chicken breasts, sliced into 
strips 

Buttermilk (one quart is enough) 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

1 Cup Mayonnaise (I use real mayo, 
not Miracle Whip) 

1/3 C celery, chopped 

1/3 C red grapes, halved 

1/8-1/4 tsp garlic salt, to taste 

1  tsp. Paprika  

¼ chopped walnuts (optional) 

 

Place chicken breasts in baking dish; pour buttermilk over chicken, enough to 
completely cover it; salt and pepper to taste.  Bake at 350 for about 25-30 
minutes, or until cooked through. When cooled,  remove the chicken from dish 
with a spatula, careful to keep the "curd" from the buttermilk on top of chicken, 
that stuff is gold!  Shred (or cube cut) the chicken and set aside. 

 

In a mixing bowl, combine the mayo, celery, grapes, garlic salt, paprika and 
nuts and mix well.  Add the chicken and completely cover in sauce.  Refrigerate 
overnight for best flavors.  Serve on croissants (my personal favorite way to eat 
it!) or with lettuce.  Enjoy! 
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