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ADVENT 
Advent is the season when we prepare ourselves to receive 
God's gift of Jesus. It is a time of "getting ready" for the cele-
bration of Christmas.  
 
Our church family will all be using this booklet during the Ad-
vent Season so that we can prepare our hearts in unity for the 
arrival of Baby Jesus. We know in these Covid times that not 
everyone is able to return to “in person” worship, so the scrip-
ture, reflections and service opportunities will unite us in spir-
it!  
 
To benefit the most from this experience, you will need to 
gather up materials to make your own advent wreath (votive 
candles are fine): 3 purple candles, 1 pink candle, 1 white 
candle, matches/lighter and a green wreath.  Or, you can or-
der a wreath online on Amazon or orientaltrading.com. 
 

 
You will also need to commit to a time each day that you will 
complete the reflections or service project ideas.  Remember 
each Sunday to light the candles on the wreath and read the 
devotion.  
 
AND….. 
 

We want to celebrate Advent as a church family, even if we cannot 
all worship in the same space.  If you would like to participate in a 
worship service lighting, please record a video (using a smartphone 
is fine) of the weekly Sunday reading and lighting the Advent can-
dle and upload to Linda Forry for use in worship services.  Videos 
can be shared on the following Google Drive link:   

https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1P7G7l3SJqm4zYAt8j0Zdhu9u2dwem7d4?usp=sharing 

Reflections & Service 
 
Monday, December 21,  2020: Peace seems so diffi-
cult for us to achieve in our world. Read again Luke 2:1-
20. Think about what peace would look like in your fam-
ily, in your congregation, in your community, in our na-
tion, and in the world. Pray a prayer of peace asking God 
for what you have envisioned for your family, your con-
gregation, your community, your nation, and the world. 
 
Tuesday, December 22, 2020: No card writing today!  
Post on your social media platforms a picture of a man-
ger and  include Isaiah 9:6.   
 
Wednesday, December 23, 2020: Who are you angry 
with?  Who has upset you?  If you have someone that 
you haven’t forgiven-your heart can’t be at PEACE.  
Spend some quiet time in prayer and ask God to help 
you forgive them and bring PEACE into your heart.  
Then, prayerfully consider calling that person and ex-
tending forgiveness.  
 
Thursday, December 24,  2020: Tonight is Christmas 
Eve!  Spend some quiet time thanking God for the gift of 
His Son.  Thank God for your family and your church 
family.  Set a timer for 5 minutes and don’t talk, just be 
still and let the peace of this night rest in your heart.   
 
Friday, December 25,  2020: CHRISTMAS DAY! 
Light all the outer candles and then light the white 
Christ candle.   

SING  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

JESUS!   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1P7G7l3SJqm4zYAt8j0Zdhu9u2dwem7d4?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1P7G7l3SJqm4zYAt8j0Zdhu9u2dwem7d4?usp=sharing


Week Four- Advent — PEACE 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent-Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Light three purple candles and one pink candle.   
 
Reader: This is the fourth Sunday in Advent. Today we light 
all four outer candles. The first Sunday, we lit the candle of 
HOPE. On the second Sunday, we lit the candle of LOVE. On 
the third Sunday, we lit the pink candle of JOY. Today, we light 
the candle of PEACE. Our world is not always a peaceful world. 
People hurt other people. Countries are at war today. People 
don't take care of the world. People yell and scream at others.  
But God promises PEACE.  During Advent, we pray that we, as 
well as all people, will seek God's peace. 
 
Reader: When we look at the fourth candle, we remember God's 
promise of peace. We recall the words of Jesus in John 14:27, 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you." In times of 
war and hatred, it's hard to remember that Jesus is the one who 
brings peace. As we approach Christmas, let's remember that 
God's desire is for us to walk in PEACE with others..   
 
Reader: Read Luke 2:1-20. 
 
Reader: The shepherds may have not felt very peaceful when 
they heard the words of the angel. They were probably scared 
and confused. Yet they followed those words, trusting in God. 
Sometimes all we see around us gives a different message from 
the message of peace. Yet we, like the shepherds, can follow 
God's words and trust in God's promises. 
 
Discussion: This Scr ipture reminds us that when we are fear -
ful, we are often not thinking of PEACE. The angels calmed the 
shepherds and sent them forward with a task. Who are the peo-
ple in our world who need God's peace? How do we help others 
know God's desire for peace in our world? 
 
Prayer: Dear God: Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you 
for those in our world today who seek to act for PEACE. Help us 
look for ways to be peacemakers at home, at church and at 
school. AMEN. 
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Advent Wreath.  
 

The wreath, because it is a circle, 
symbolizes God's never-ending love. 
The wreath, because it is green, sym-
bolizes life. An Advent wreath contains 

four candles representing the four 
Sundays leading to Christmas. Be 

sure to put a white candle in the center 
of the wreath to symbolize Jesus.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NRSV


Week One - Advent — HOPE 
 

First Sunday of Advent — Sunday, November 29, 2020 
Light the first candle on your wreath and read together the 
following meditation: 
 
Reader: This is the fir st Sunday in Advent. Today, we 
light one purple candle. This is the candle of HOPE. Ad-
vent is a time of waiting and of hoping. We wait for the 
day when we celebrate again the birth of Jesus. We hope 
that everyone will come to know God and to worship God. 
(Light the first candle) 
 
Reader: When we look at the first candle, we remember 
God's promise. God promised to send a Savior to the peo-
ple. When we listen to our Scripture reading, we hear what 
the prophet Isaiah wrote about God. God fulfills the prom-
ises made to care for people. God is loving and just. God 
brings peace. This gives us hope. We look forward to the 
time when everything is fair, when the world is at peace, 
and all people are treated justly. 
 
Reader: Read Isaiah 2:1-5. 
 
Discussion: This Scr ipture offers us the hope of God's 
kingdom where there is peace. It includes the wonderful 
sentence, "…let us walk in the light of the Lord!" 
 
Who are the people in our world who need HOPE? 
 
What are the HOPES we have for our world today? 
 
How do we help others know that God gives HOPE? 
 
 
Prayer: Dear  God: Thank you for  your  son, Jesus. 
Thank you for the words of the Prophet Isaiah that remind 
us that you are the source of our HOPE. Help us to remem-
ber to walk in the light of the Lord. AMEN. 

Reflections & Service 
 

Monday, December 14,  2020 Read Zechar iah 2:10.  
Pray and ask Jesus for His Joy in the season.   
 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020: YOU GUESSED IT!  
Today is card day!  Look up fun Knock-Knock jokes and  
write a card to a friend and include the jokes!   Wish 
them JOY in the Christmas Season!   
 
Wednesday, December 16, 2020: This Covid-19 year 
has been really challenging for educators and support 
staff and  they could use some extra JOY.  Brainstorm 
ways that you can love on the educators and support 
staff  (coaches, bus drivers, etc.) at your local school.     
 
Thursday, December 17,  2020: As we prepare our  
hearts for baby Jesus to arrive, let us remember those 
who are assisting young women during their pregnancy.  
The New Path Pregnancy Resource Center in Marysville 
is committed to making sure the arrival of every baby is 
a JOYOUS occasion.   Take some time to write a note to 
the center and thank them:   New Path Pregnancy Re-
source Center 805 W 6th St, Marysville, OH 43040.  
  
Friday, December 18,  2020: Jesus is the light of the 
world, and many people “light” up their homes for this 
season.  Drive around your neighborhood and enJOY the 
splendor of the lights.  Pray as you drive that God would 
let Jesus be known fully to all the people and that their 
JOY would be complete.  
   
Saturday, December 19, 2020:  Play on your  phone 
“Joy to the World” several times during the day.  Sing 
along! Maybe make a JOY to the world TIK TOK!   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#hebrew_reading


Week Three- Advent — JOY 
 

Note: Some Advent Wreaths may have one pink candle. The 
pink candle is always lit on the third Sunday of Advent and 
traditionally means "joy."  
 
Third Sunday of Advent — Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Light two purple candles and one pink candle.   
 
Reader: This is the third Sunday in Advent. Today we 
light three candles.  The first Sunday, we lit the candle of 
HOPE.  On the second Sunday, we lit the candle of LOVE. 
Today, we light the candle of JOY!  One thing that some-
times happens as we get ready to celebrate Jesus' birth is 
we expect to be happy all the time. JOY is not the same as 
happy. JOY is a deeper feeling created by knowing that 
God cares for us. JOY is remembering that God sent Jesus 
so we would always know of God's care. During Advent, 
we pray that we may remember again God's gift of Jesus to 
the world and know the joy that gift brings to all people. 
 
Reader: When we look at the third candle, we remem-
ber God's promise of JOY. God promised to send a Savior 
to the people. Today we read from the Gospel of Luke. In 
the Scripture, we read Mary's song of praise and joy. There 
must have been times when Mary was frightened, worried, 
fearful and sad. But we have these words of JOY even in a 
time when she was unsure of the future. Her words can 
guide us to look for the JOY of God even when things may 
be uncertain for us in this year of Covid 19. 
 
Reader: Read Luke 1:47-55. 
 
Discussion: Who in our  wor ld needs God's JOY? What 
are our hopes for JOY in our world today?  How do we 
help others know that God gives JOY? 
 
Prayer:  Dear  God, We are so grateful  for  the JOY in 
this message.  AMEN 

Reflections & Service 
 

Monday, November 30, 2020 Today read again Isaiah 
2:1-5. Pick one verse and memorize it. How do you 
think this verse gives hope to people? 
 
Tuesday, December 1, 2020: Is there someone you 
know who needs to hear words of hope? Make or select 
a card for that person and mail it today. 
 
Wednesday, December 2 2020: Hope is something we 
need in our world. Read Romans 5:5.  Think about fami-
lies who need the love and hope that Jesus offers.  Pick 3 
families and pray for them.   
 
Thursday, December 3, 2020: As we get r eady to cele-
brate again the birth of Jesus, we sometimes get very 
busy. Today, take a ten-minute break. Sit quietly. If it 
helps you to concentrate, look at your Advent wreath. 
Pray, asking God's help to bring quiet and calm to a busy 
world. 
 
Friday, December 4, 2020:  MFUMC is in par tner-
ship with the HOPE CENTER in Marysville.  Today 
support them in prayer and purchase a bag of canned and 
boxed food for community families and place it in the 
shopping carts outside of the BFLC.   
 
Saturday, December 5, 2020:  Today as you dr ive 
around town to complete errands,  be intentional about 
sharing smiles and kind words with the store clerks or 
other customers you meet.  Give HOPE to others by be-
ing a light wherever you go.   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3#psalm_oth_reading


Week Two - Advent — LOVE 
 

Second Sunday of Advent — December 6, 2020 
Light two purple candles on your wreath and read together 
the following meditation: 
 
Reader: This is the second Sunday in Advent. Today, we 
light two purple candles. Last Sunday, we lit the candle of 
HOPE. This Sunday, we light the candle of LOVE. One 
verse that many memorize and remember on this day is 
John 3:16, "God so loved the world..." Some people may 
not know the love of other people. That makes it harder for 
them to understand God's love. During Advent, we pray 
that we may remember again God's gift of Jesus to the 
world and know that God's love for all people is the reason 
for this gift. 
 
Reader: When we look at the second candle, we remem-
ber God's LOVE. When we read the words of John 3:16, 
we know of God's greatness and care. We remember God's 
love at Advent when we remember that God sent Jesus to 
us to help us know that God is loving and just. 
 
Reader: Read John 3:16 & Isaiah 11:1-10. 
 
Discussion: When we think of God's love, we might not 
always think of the words of the prophets. But when we 
read this picture of the peaceable kingdom, we are amazed 
by God's LOVE that allows a child to lead. Who are the 
people in our world who need the message of God's 
LOVE?  How do we help others know God's love? 
 
Prayer: Dear  God: Thank you for  your  son, Jesus. 
Thank you for the words found in our Bible that help us 
remember your love and care. Help us see how we can 
bring God's message to the people we meet in our schools, 
at our jobs, and in our neighborhoods. Help us be messen-
gers of God's love for everyone. AMEN  

Reflections & Service 
 

Monday, December 7,  2020 Read again Isaiah 11:1-10. 
Create a poster by drawing pictures of some of the won-
drous things you see in the world around you that God 
has created. Give thanks for the world and all the people 
in the world.  
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2020: Is there someone you 
know who needs to hear words of God's LOVE? Make 
or select a card for that person and mail it today. Be sure 
to include words about how much they mean to you too! 
 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020: Missionar ies are of-
ten separated from families during the Christmas Season 
as they share the LOVE of Christ around the world.  
Read Ephesians 6:18 and pray for missionaries.    
 
Thursday, December 10,  2020: As we get ready to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus, we sometimes get very busy. 
When we are busy and our life is noisy, we can’t hear 
God speaking LOVE into our life!  Commit to turn off 
your phone and TV for 30 minutes and sit quietly before 
God and listen. 
  
Friday, December 11,  2020:  Random Acts of Kind-
ness is a fun way to LOVE strangers and bring a smile to 
their faces.  Randomly bless someone by buying them 
coffee or a soda, buying them a meal, hand them a bou-
quet of flowers, or brainstorm with your family of other 
creative ways to LOVE on others.    
 
Saturday, December 12, 2020:  Showing LOVE to 
people we know is very important.  Select someone you 
know and visit them today. Visit electronically or by 
phone or in person. Go as a family or by yourself-with 
masks on!  Tell them you LOVE them.   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2#hebrew_reading

