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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

Churches are leaving the UMC, and 
soon we’ll vote on whether or not to 
leave as well. WHY? 

Since 1968 our congregation has been 
a part of the United Methodist Church 
denomination. Between 1968 and 
1939 we were par t  o f  the                 
denomination that was simply called 
the Methodist Church, and before 
that we were part of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Denominations are 
multi-church partnerships that 
change throughout time in order to 

best advance the mission of the churches, and we may be on the verge of another change 
as has happened before. Across the nation and around the world multiple UMC churches 
are leaving the denomination for various destinations, and in August or September we will 
have a vote of our church membership to determine if such would be wise for us.  

There are seven general reasons for leaving that seem to be the most common reasons 
people give for wanting to leave. Here are those seven, starting with the easiest for even 
non-church-goers to understand and ending with the most significant of all the issues.  

7. To own our property. We don’t own our own property – we hold it ‘in trust’ for the 
UMC. We’d rather own and direct it than keep it for the denominational leaders to         
ultimately own and direct.  

6. To have more say over choosing our pastors. 
Currently we are supposed to accept whoever the 
Bishop appoints, with only a little  input. We’d like 
to have a lot of input and better partnership. 

5. To have more accountability of leaders.     
Currently Bishops are elected for life, and oversee 
our property and pastors…but are not able to easily 
be held accountable when they do not uphold 
church doctrine and rules. We’d like to submit to  
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leadership that in turn is accountable for their actions.  

4. To have unity of theology and ministry. Various UMC leaders, seminary professors, 
Bishops and pastors use similar words but define them differently. So, we are to make 
disciples…but what is a disciple, eternal life, and the Gospel? What is a disciple to do and 
not do? Was Jesus just a man or man + God? And, are all humans just saved               
automatically? We wildly disagree at all leadership levels on all of these things in the 
UMC, which means there is no predictability in going from one UMC to another UMC 
church on any of these essentials of our beliefs and ministry.  

3. To have unity around traditional biblical sexuality. Increased, public pressure from 
those who want to move away from traditional understandings has progressed from ‘agree 
to disagree’ to ‘anything short of absolute change of the definition of marriage and        
traditional sexual morality is unacceptable’ for those who want the change. The situation 
has led to perpetual, unhealthy fighting. 

2. To have unity around the traditional interpretation of Scripture. Some UMC    
seminary  professors, pastors, and Bishops have a very low view of the Bible as perhaps 
containing some truth or some words of God, and others have a very high view that it is 
the written Word of God to direct all of life. This leads to wildly different views of           
everything from morality to the very purpose of having churches.  

1. To have unity around the traditional interpretation of the Gospel. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John are all called “Gospel” accounts because they tell of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus and indicate that this historical event of Jesus is what provides for 
the salvation of His followers. Paul’s writings about Jesus and the Christian faith are the 
first recorded writings that we have from history, and he unambiguously indicates that 
without the literal / bodily life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are doomed. And yet, 
many UMC pastors, professors, and Bishops reinterpret the Gospel to be a different    
message, such as “God loves you as you are. Period,” and “We’re all God’s children and a 
loving God would never send a child to Hell.” While it’s understandable why people would 
believe such things as the Gospel, these are not biblical or Christian views -- and          
according to the New Testament authors, such deviance from the one true Gospel is    
dangerous, heretical, and inspired by evil.  

"I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me." 

John 14:6 
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Your offerings are bearing fruit and investing in  

many ministries. 

 2022 Annual Operating Budget $1,202,000.00 

 Average Monthly Need  $100,067 

 May 2022 Monthly Giving $85,186.13    

~THANK YOU~   

July 10-15    Transformation Zone  

July 10, 17, 24  New Member Classes 

July 10, 4pm   Denomination Q & A  w/ Pastor Nathan in the Sanctuary 

July 6, 7pm  Denomination Q & A  w/ Pastor Nathan in the Sanctuary  

July 10, 4pm   Denomination Q & A  w/ Pastor Nathan via Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81953433695pwd=LPKVlSBanryLM_1J5i2I0dSUSE27ul.1 

  Meeting ID:   819 5343 3695 

  Passcode:  915636 

  Phone:  1-312-626-6799  

July 13 10am   Denomination Q & A    in the Sanctuary  

July 31 10am  Combined Worship Services   in the BFLC (gym) 

Musical Events in the church 

July 24 5p (doors open at 4:30p)   Columbus Symphony Orchestra Large String Ensemble 

 order tickets through CAPA Ticket Office or at the door  in the Sanctuary 

August 28 5p (doors open at 4:30p)    Marysville Community Ensemble in the BFLC  
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The Men’s Breakfast was a 
joyous occasion. Delicious 
food, good conversation, and 
a wonderful talk by Tom 
McCarthy regarding the new 
2nd Chances Thrift Store. 
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Our daughter Shannon and husband Travis live in Hilliard. Shannon is a Christian writer 
and speaker and Travis is a partner at The Joseph Group, a financial planning group. 
They are parents of Spencer who attends Indiana Wesleyan University, Karly who is a high 
school junior, and Oliver who is a 7th grader.  

Paul and wife Kristen live in Delaware. Paul is a landscape and architectural illustrator 
and Kristen is a teaching assistant for the autism classes in the Olentangy School       
District. At Delaware Christian School, their children, Katie is a senior, Will is a freshman, 
and Sophia is a 6th grader.  

Our youngest, Sarah and husband Erich live in Perrysburg near Toledo. Sarah is in social 
work as an adoption assessor. Erich was a nurse for many years and recently began 
working at the University of Toledo’s medical simulation center. Their children, Avery will 
be in 8th grade, Norah is a 5th grader, and Paige is a 3rd grader. With nine grandchildren 
who are stair stepped in many grades, we keep busy with their activities and love every 
minute of it. 

One of our favorite verses is Isaiah 12:2. “The Lord is my salvation. I will trust and not be 
afraid. The Lord! The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.” As 
we continue on life’s journey, these words mean more each year. Our trust is in the   
goodness of the Lord and in His salvation. We began living our eternal lives with God the 
moment we accepted Jesus as our Savior. We are to live our lives faithfully as a grateful, 
joyful song for Christ that others can hear and see.  
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That’s just a basic overview of the reasons, but there are obviously a lot more details     
involved. The following information sessions are already planned that provide a 30 minute 
presentation from me followed by about an hour of Q and A:  

July 6,      Wednesday evening –  7:00pm, BFLC  

July 10,    Sunday afternoon    –  4pm Sanctuary in-person, and Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81953433695pwd=LPKVlSBanryLM_1J5i2I0dSUSE27ul.1 

 Meeting ID: 819 5343 3695 

 Passcode: 915636 

 Phone 1-312-626-6799  

July 13,    Wednesday morning  –  10am Sanctuary 

Thanks for your prayers in this crucial time, and thank you for doing the ministry of     
Jesus right where you are this very moment! 

Pastor Nathan 

 

 

 July Birthdays  
Date  Name  
1  Mary Howard 

2  George Spurling 
6  Anne Gleine 

7  Bobby Wilkerson 

8  Joyce Wening 
11  Bill Wening 

13  Marilyn Connor 

15  Luella Conklin 
  Sandy Schimmel 

  Tom Smith 
  Bud Herriott 

18  Eileen Howard 

22  Phyllis Taylor 
28  Keith Huffman 

29  Max Lowery 

30  Bonnie Spurling 

July Anniversaries 

2    Max & Mary Lowery 
8    Anne & Al Gleine 
13     Tom & Martha Smith 

VBS! 

SOS! 

We had 21 Volunteers 
help in Memphis for the 
week-long SOS mission 
trip and over 90            
enthusiastic,  God–filled, 
energetic kids attend  our          
week-long Monumental 
VBS program.  
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We are Bill and Sharon Kelley. We started 
attending our church in 1974 and became 
members in the spring of 1975. That was 
a long time ago! We came to MFUMC as 
young marrieds and raised our family of 
three children in this church. All of us 
consider MFUMC our home church where 
we have grown in the knowledge and the 
faith of our Lord and have served the Lord 
where He calls us. 

Bill grew up in NW Columbus in the   
middle of the pack of six Kelley children in 
an Irish Catholic family. Bill’s father, 

John, passed away many years ago and his sweet mother, Martha, is a resident of The 
Gables. He has great memories of living within a large busy family in the growing suburbs 
of Columbus. After graduation from DeSalles High School in 1968, when Bill was 18, he 
enlisted in the US Navy. He hoped to see the world, and he surely did. Aboard the USS   
Saratoga, he was on several cruises overseas and saw many countries, especially on the 
aircraft carrier’s Mediterranean cruise. He actually sailed around the world! 

With her parents, Walter and Frances Staley and her two siblings, Sharon grew up on a 
dairy and grain farm in northwestern Union County. Life as a farm girl taught her how to 
work hard, to love the outdoors and appreciate God’s seasons of planting and reaping. Her 
family attended McKendree United Methodist in York Center. Sharon’s sister, Cheryl,    
attends our church and brother, Merrill, farms the Staley land with his son. While Bill 
was sailing around the world, Sharon graduated from North Union High School and      
entered college at Otterbein in Westerville. 

The lives of the city boy and the country girl intersected in 1971 when Bill was home on 
leave from the Navy and Sharon was a student at Otterbein. We met on a triple date and 
even though at that point we were not paired up, Bill says he was smitten with Sharon. 
Soon after their meeting, Bill was deployed on the USS Saratoga to the Tonkin Gulf where 
he finished his enlistment. Sharon wrote him notes of encouragement as a way to 
“support the troops”, but she might have been a little smitten herself. On arriving home in 
the fall of 1972, Bill asked Sharon out on a date. And as they say, the rest is history. 

On a snowy day, we were married on December 29, 1973 at McKendree United Methodist. 
At that time, Sharon was finishing up her senior year at Otterbein and Bill began his 
working career at Lennox Industries. We rented a little apartment close to busy Morris 
Road, but it wasn’t long before Sharon longed to leave the city and come back to the rural 
influences of Union County. 
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Bill took a job offer at O.M. Scotts and Sons and we happily moved to Marysville. We  
started out in an apartment, then moved four times to Lantern Drive, Watkins Road, Bear 
Swamp Road and, finally, to Restoration Drive. Bill retired from Scotts as VP of Customer 
Service and then worked for a few years for DP&L as the tri-county regional representative 
of customer service. 

Sharon was treasurer of the church for 28 years and remains treasurer of Methodist    
Creative Preschool. She also worked for 20 years as a chairside dental assistant for Dr. 
Cornett. This year we will be married 49 years and are still delightfully smitten with each 
other! 

The first Sunday we stepped through the church doors at MFUMC in 1974, the morning 
didn’t go quite the way we had planned. As we walked into the narthex, to our               
embarrassment, we realized that Pastor Ralph Bauserman was making the final point of 
his sermon, and it was time for the last hymn. Somehow, we totally missed that Daylight 
Savings Time had sprung that night, and we were an hour late for church. Mary Howard 
happened to be in the narthex, saw our confusion and was so kind to us. We will always 
remember her understanding and welcome that brought us back again the next Sunday. 
Little did we know that Mary would become our children’s first Sunday School teacher 
and a treasured friend. 

Through the years, our lives have revolved around our church family. Neither of us had a 
strong faith as young adults. It was here that we were nurtured in our faith by dedicated 
pastors and the saints of the church. It was here that we gave our hearts to Christ, our 
Savior. It was here that our children were raised in a community of believers. It was here 
that we found lifelong friends. Our first Sunday School class began as a class of         
twenty-somethings and our faith in Christ matured together as we studied God’s Word. 
This church family has celebrated our joys with us and has supported us in hardship. 
Every step of life has been made within the fellowship of this congregation. We are       
eternally grateful, as are our children, Shannon, Paul and Sarah. Currently, we are a part 
of a Life Group and history is repeating itself in Christian growth and friendships.  

God has called us to serve Jesus here in many ways which has brought us much joy. Bill 
has served on several committees, was in the Praise Band, taught 1st grade Sunday 
School and was a Certified Lay Pastor of Visitation Ministries. Sharon also did committee 
work, taught at Methodist Creative Preschool, was the treasurer of the church for 28 years 
and remains the treasurer of the preschool. She was a mentor for confirmation classes 
and for MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers). We were humbled to be a part of the beginning of 
the Walk to Emmaus at our church. We continue to volunteer where we can and are a 
part of the Contemporary Service prayer team. What a privilege it is to work together with 
our congregation to share the love of Christ and be the outreach of His church. 


