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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

Matthew 7 

24 “Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house 
on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26 But everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a    
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 
with a great crash.” 

When I lived in West Virginia, it seemed like every year 
there would be a flash flood in one of the “hollers” that 
would wipe out some homes and kill someone…and I’d 
think, “why do these people insist on living down in the 
flood plain of the valley!?” As I got older I realized how 
difficult it was to build roads and neighborhoods up on 

the mountainside and that it was just plain 
easier to build in the valley and  accept the 
fact that once in a while some of them would 
die.  

How often in life is the “easy” way a way of 
destruction while the “hard” way is a way of 
greatness? I know of no farm or  garden that 
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flourishes without hard work given to it in the spring. I know of no marriage 
that just happened to turn out great without hard work put into it. I know of 

no champion athlete who was able to succeed easily on 
just raw talent past about 9th grade. I know of no          
enduring home that has successfully weathered the      
centuries that was built on shifting sand (or in a valley’s 
floodplain!).  

That which is great and endures through the years is that which is given 
hard effort, and our lives are no exception. While it takes only the change of 
one’s heart attitude toward Jesus to receive his forgiveness and love, our life 
will have an enduringly great legacy only if our acceptance of Christ as Savior 
is followed by the hard work of putting the words of Christ into practice.  

May you do the hard work of putting Christ’s words into practice with ever 
increasingly resolve. And may we all as a congregation that is a part of the 
body of Christ put in the hard work of obeying Him such that we are all able 
to declare together, “on Christ the solid Rock I stand!” THEN we shall       
successfully continue this nearly 200 year old congregation’s ministry with 
spiritual greatness that transforms lives into the likeness of Christ!  

 

 

 

These verses will align you with the Sunday sermon and Pastor Nathan’s 
Wednesday morning and evening Bible studies. 

 June 1-7   Romans 8:9 and 2 Thess.  

 June 8-14   John 17:21 and 2 Thess. 2 

 June 15-21  Ephesians 6:4 and 2 Thess. 3 

 June 22-28  1 Corinthians 11:3 and Galatians 1 

 June 29-July 4  Romans 13:1-2 and Acts 5:29 and Galatians 2 

 

 

Bible Reading – Scripture for the Week 
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We have been members of the 
Marysville First United Methodist 
Church family for 15 years. We   
began attending regularly after   
being invited by Priscilla Powers to 
sing in the Christmas cantata with 
the choir.  

We had been active members of 
Bellpoint United Methodist Church 
for over 25 years previously.     
Bellpoint is less than 10 minutes 
from where we live and was a small 
but growing church. Our 4 children 
were blessed with wonderful     
Sunday School teachers and Youth 

programs there. Dwain ran sound for two services, served on trustees and 
assisted with youth musicals. Carol was involved in Children’s ministries,  
directed a choir for children ages kindergarten through 6th grade and          
co-chaired an ice cream social every May. We both sang in the adult choir 
and served on many committees. During our time there, along with another 
couple, we also formed a group called Joyful Noise. We performed            
contemporary Christian music for worship services and other events all over 
Ohio. Dwain and Mark played multiple instruments in addition to singing 
with Carol and Sue.  

After our children were “launched,” we found that Marysville First gave 
Dwain more opportunities to use his musical talents as we not only joined 
the choir on a regular basis but he also played in the Praise Band for the 
contemporary service and in our church’s Joyful Noise band. We also enjoy 
being members of the Crusaders Sunday School Class. Our class, led by Clay 
Bauserman, has good discussions on our lessons, prays together, has a card 
ministry, supports a Compassion child and also loves to socialize and share 
with each other. Dwain has also served on the Worship Arts committee and 
various other committees. Carol has served on a number of committees such  
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as Leadership Team and is now serving on the Refresh Team. She is also   
active in Emmaus and serves on the Emmaus Board.  

We met at The Ohio State University our freshman year in college. Carol   
majored in home economics education, and Dwain was a music education 
major. When Dwain received his draft notice our sophomore year, he         
auditioned for the army band and was accepted. He served 3 years in the   
army. We were married in Carol’s home town of Bucyrus on July 12, 1975. 
Dwain grew up in Springfield, Ohio.  

We moved to the Ostrander area in 1977. We live in Union County but nearly 
on the Union/Delaware county line. Carol taught for Ohio Department of 
Youth Services at a maximum security institution for delinquent youth for 10 
years. She then worked for OSU Extension first in Union County for over 22 
years and then as a Regional Program Specialist traveling SE Ohio. She       
retired in April with over 35 years of service. Dwain has played in multiple 
bands playing “oldies” and traveled with some for a time. He worked for a 
commercial photographer as a color printer (when photos were still developed 
in a dark room), had his own photography business, and was a computer 
consultant before taking a computer programming position at Ohio State. He 
is transitioning to a new programming position with the Wexner Medical  
center at Ohio State in June.  

We have two daughters and twin sons. Our family was a busy one when the 
kids were growing up! The kids were involved in band, music lessons, 4-H, 
FFA, baseball, golf, youth group and more. One of their 4-H projects was 
raising llamas.  

Our oldest daughter, Alyssa, sometimes sings with the Praise Band.  She is 
engaged to Gabe Edwards who has three daughters, Natalie, Emmy, and   
Josie - bringing our grandchildren count to 11. Alyssa has worked in      
property management in various roles for several years and is presently Vice 
President of Operations at her company.  

Our other daughter, Lori Bowman and her husband, Andy, are members at 
MFUMC. They have two daughters, Cora and Clare, who participate in Quake 
and Outbreak. Lori is Chief of Staff for the College of Food, Agriculture and  
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Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University.  

We are presently in the process of moving into a new house which we built 
with our son, Bradley. Our multi-generational house has a one-story casita 
(small house) with a full basement for us attached to a shared garage. Brad’s 
family’s part of the house is a two story which will accommodate Brad and 
Lynsey’s family of 6. Their children are James, Jackson, Myles, and Emery 
Grace. Brad is a travel nurse. 

Brent is our youngest son (when you are a twin, being born 3 minutes after 
your brother makes you the baby of the family!) Brent and his wife, Sarah, 
have two children, Charlie and Ellie. They live in Galloway and Brent is  
Leasing and Marketing Manager for a property management company near 
OSU campus.  

Our 11 grandchildren (7 girls and 4 boys) range in age from 17 years to 6 
months old. We love it when we can all get together.  

In addition to his musical interests, Dwain is a wood turner and still enjoys 
photography. Carol likes quilting and flower gardening. We are anxious to do 
some traveling, too, after staying at home for the past couple of years. 

We look forward to many years of being able to learn, serve and worship at 
Marysville First United Methodist Church. 
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June Birthdays 

Date  Name 

3   Brenda Brumbaugh 
6   Phyllis Simpson 
11   Mike Connor 
12   Sharon Swartz 
22   Joan Willbarger 
27   Pat Slatten 
  Cathy Amrine 
30  Le Herron 

June Anniversaries 

Date  Name 

1  George & Bonnie Spurling 
4 Gary & Nancy Bowman  
5 Ray & Sherry Fleming  
14 Bob & Carol Whitman  
17 Clint & Panda Wagner  
21 Bill & Barbara Brake  
29 Bobby & Trudy Wilkerson  
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Fairbanks High School: 

Jacob Scott Marysville High School 
Chase Allen  

Cole Macey 

Ellie Nuspl 

 

We are celebrating that on May 22, 
the following individuals took their        
membership vows in the church.  

Justin Cebula  

Ashley Cebula  

Rodney Beckhoff  

Jennifer Henman 

Early College High School 

Anthony Coy 

Connor Edwards 

Peyton Ingle 

Hayley Hendel 

Griffin Rigel 

Abigail Williams 

Larry Hawkey, Glenn Murgatroyd, Justin & Ashley Cebula, Ryan, Sarah & 
Rodney Beckhoff, Katie England (front), Sherrie Christner, Pastor   Nathan 
Custer, Peggy Murgatroyd, Amanda, Bob and Ethan Logsdon, Jen, Nick  
Emma, Hayley, Abby Garner and Braydon Logsdon  

What a fun night we 
had at our Meet and 
Greet Dinner.  

New Members 

 Meet and Greet Dinner 

2022 High School Graduates 
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Your offerings are bearing fruit and investing in          

many ministries. 

2022 Annual Operating Budget $1,202,000.00 

Average Monthly Need  $100,067 

April 2022 Monthly Giving $108,706.53  ~THANK YOU~

    

June 13-16 6p-8p   
   Vacation Bible School 
June 18 8a-9:30a    
   Men's Breakfast: Tom McCarthy guest speaker 
July 10-15     
   Transformation Zone register by 6/1 

Register for all of the above:  at marysvillefumc.org/register  
or call the church office: 937-642-4712 

 

Musical Events in the church 

July 24 5p (doors open at 4:30p) 

   Columbus Symphony Orchestra Large String Ensemble 

 order tickets through CAPA Ticket Office or at the door 

August 28 5p (doors open at 4:30p) 

   Marysville Community Ensemble 
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We are excited to welcome Emily Truskoski 
and Gavin Cossette to be our summer      
interns for the youth ministry. They are a 
blessing to our church! 
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