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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

If April showers bring   May 
flowers – well, we’re about to 
have some Jack-and-the-

Beanstalk-sized flowers this 
May! “Hey John Burchett – can I 
borrow your chainsaw to harvest 
my petunias!?” My son Andrew 
has had more high school   
baseball games rained out than 
he’s been able to play, and the 
season is half over! And yet – 

true to the cliché, we know that the flowers and lawns are going to be     
spectacular this spring. When healthy material is put into the soil, wonderful 
things grow healthily.  

You have likely been praying for our church and praying for the lost people in 
our community – pouring into the fertile soil of our souls the cries of your 
heart for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Before I had ever arrived here, you 
all had been praying the prayer: “Father unleash the power of the Holy Spirit 
to bring spiritual breakthrough in my life, in our church family, and in our 
community.” You’ve been watering the soil, and I’m seeing Holy-Spirit-given 
growth!  

Just last week, as I got to serve at the 
5th and 6th grade “Outbreak” ministry of 
our church, I saw first-hand the         
explosive growth that I’d heard about 
when nearly 100 kids came that 
Wednesday night. As I was talking to 
one of those young guys he said, “I’m 
not religious and have never really come  
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to church — what are the rules here?” There are churches across the nation 
who would LOVE to have that kind of opportunity to talk to a young student 
about the Lord like that, and here he was, in our doors, ASKING about what 
church is about! Thank you Jesus for pouring out your Holy Spirit for     
spiritual breakthrough in our community!  

Please pray for him, and pray for the 20+ kids who walk to Outbreak from 
our surrounding neighborhoods, and pray for the 80+ kids who are driven 
here, and pray for the two older brothers (who brought their younger siblings) 
who seemed to deeply appreciate having an adult talk to them about their 
lives and families. To one of those older brothers who is still just a teenager 
but clearly has to sometimes act as a father, I asked about the tattoo on his 
forearm. “That’s my brother’s name. He died when he was four years old.” 
Pray for that young man who has adult-sized responsibility and grief.  

Jesus has been lifted up and is drawing all people unto himself (John 12:32). 
Thank you for your faithfulness to pray and water the soil from which we’re 
seeing the growth of new life as Christ draws them close. Receive and share 
that Living Water of Christ today! Bless you!  
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Bible Reading – Scripture for the Week 

These verses will align you with the Sunday sermon and Pastor Nathan’s 
Wednesday morning and evening Bible studies.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1-7 Daniel 6:1-10 and 1 Thess. 1 

May 8-14 John 2:4-5 and 1 Thess. 2 

May 15-21 Matthew 19:4-6 and 1 Thess. 3 

May 22-28 1 Cor. 7:7 and 1 Thess. 4 

May 29-June 4 Philippians 1:21 and 1 Thess. 5 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
   

DATE  
  

2 Joel Allen 
 Gerald Dackin 
 Shirley Ormeroid 

6 Cres Gacusan 
 Sherry Herriott 

10 Bruce Zorman 
12 Dave Green 
14 Jo Martin 
15 Jan Bright 
18 Clint Wagner 

 Dick McConnell 
19 Peggy Henman 
27 Mary Jane Freeman 
28 Greg Hanson 
31 Joan Griffin 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
   

DATE   
   

28 Bill & Joan Schwaderer 
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We came to Marysville from 
our separate ways in the 
early 1970’s.  Gary had 
grown up in Loudonville, 
Ohio and attended Ohio 
State, graduating in 1967 
from the College of          
Veterinary Medicine.  When 
he visited his draft board in 

the summer of 1966, and as soon as he gave the lady behind the desk his 
name, she said “Oh, you are the one we have been waiting on for 7 
years!” (Student deferment) So, Gary was on active duty in the Air Force and 
in the spring of 1972, he got an unsolicited call from the Ohio State College 
of Veterinary Medicine asking if he was interested in a job with OSU in 
Marysville.  Had he been stationed in some garden spot, like Hawaii, the    
decision might have been more difficult, but since he was sitting in the    
middle of the Mojave Desert (aka Edwards Air Force Base, California) he    
accepted the job as a large animal clinician and instructor arriving in 
Marysville in November, 1972. (The Elanco {Eli Lilly  Co.} veterinary        
pharmaceutical representative who called on our clinic was Dwight      
Youngkin.)  Two months later, Gary purchased the farm where we now live. 

Nancy was born in Troy, Ohio, grew up in a suburb of Akron, and attended 
Ohio State, graduating in 1973 from the College of Education. As she was  
applying for jobs in the Columbus area, she received a job application from 
Fairbanks Local Schools in Milford Center. Having driven through Milford 
Center (travelling from Akron to Troy to visit her grandparents), Nancy could 
not see her future in the rural area, so she discarded the application.  When 
she shared this with her mom, her mom told her to get the application out of 
the trash and apply as that may be where God wanted her to go!  Her Mom 
was right, as she was hired as a First Grade Teacher for the Fairbanks 
School District in 1973.   Being   single and with her family living in Akron, 
several of her students’ parents “adopted” Nancy and would invite her to 
their homes for dinner.  One of those families had Gary as their veterinarian 
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and knew he was also single.   

We met on a blind date set up by this family and our first date was attending 
the Union  County Fair.  One of our main dating venues the next couple of 
years was Ohio State home football and basketball games.   

We got engaged around Christmas of 1975 and got married the following 
June as soon as Nancy completed her master’s degree.  We lived in the old 
farmhouse and the Blizzard of 1977 helped us realize a better house was 
needed. We had a new house built behind the old one and moved in   
Thanksgiving of 1977.  It was in this house we raised our family and lived 
until 2016.   

Our son Andy and his wife, Lori, along their 2 children - Cora and Clare, now 
live in that house as we decided we would be happier in a one-story that we 
had built on our farm. We are glad they live so close so that they can look out 
after us.  By the way, Lori is the daughter of Dwain and Carol Chandler, and 
we are all blessed to be members of Marysville FUMC.   

Our daughter, Emily, lives in Los Angeles, CA with her husband, Philip 
Klaparda and their 3 children, Liesl, Ariella and Maverick.  They love living in 
CA—where Philip is from—and thankfully they like to visit Ohio and come to 
the farm each summer. Even in high school at Fairbanks, Emily always said 
she wanted to live in a big city.  During the pandemic, we have missed going 
out to CA to visit them.   

We continued attending OSU football and basketball games for many years 
and at the request of Nancy’s Dad, who was also an OSU Alumni, we started 
hosting tailgates for family and friends prior to home football games.  That 
continued until the pandemic in 2020. We now enjoy the games on TV and 
host “barn gates” with family and friends to watch the OSU football games in 
our pole barn as our new tradition. One of our other favorite Fall family     
activities is having “Picnics in the Pasture” where we roast hot dogs and 
make s’mores around the campfire. 

Gary retired from Ohio National Guard in 1997 and from OSU in 2003 but 
worked part-time until 2013. He is a member of the Union County Board of 
Health. He previously volunteered with the Personal Needs Pantry and the  
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Union Rural Electric Round-Up Board. He enjoys exploring his family’s      
genealogy, working outside on projects around the farm, and going for rides 
in his 1957 Thunderbird. 

Nancy took a 10-year break from teaching when our children were young and 
was blessed to be able to return to teaching at Fairbanks Elementary in 
1989.  She retired in 2012 from teaching with the Fairbanks Local School 
District after a total of 28 years. She has helped with the Personal Needs 
Pantry and was a volunteer tutor at Fairbanks Elementary prior to the     
pandemic. She enjoys creating greeting cards to send to family and friends.   

For over 20 years we were active members of another nearby Marysville 
church before searching for a new place to worship.  We were invited by    
another couple to try the MFUMC and found it to be where God wanted us to 
be and have been members for 20 years. Initially we attended just the       
traditional worship service. Our first exploration beyond that was the      
Crusaders Sunday School Class, and we have been there ever since. We have 
also attended the Goodfellow’s Small Group. Gary volunteers with the     
Bluegrass set up and is a member of the Facilities Management Team.    
Nancy bakes pies for the Bluegrass concerts and enjoys helping Lisa Hughes 
behind the scenes with projects. She is currently a member of the Mission 
Team and the Leadership Team.   

We can testify that our story is proof that there is a God, as there is no other 
way that a guy from Loudonville and a girl from Akron could have met in  
Milford Center, Ohio!  

As many of 

us know, 

Nancy is 

known for 

her:  

“Yea God!” 
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Your offerings are bearing fruit and investing in 

many ministries. 

2022 Annual Operating Budget $1,202,000.00 

Average Monthly Need  $100,067 

March 2022 Monthly Giving $96,910.35 

     ~THANK YOU~ 

Easter Offering 
  Fund         Total Donated 

  Hope Mobile Market      $580.00 

  Community Kitchen      $680.00 

  Personal Needs Pantry      $755.25 

  Hope Center- Emergency Assistance Program  $925.00 

  New Path Pregnancy Resource Center   $1,150.00 

  Youth Mission Trips      $2,835.45 

  Ukraine Aid        $4,080.23 

  Grand Total       $11,005.93 
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