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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

 

A Poem for March,  

from gradeonederful.com  

March: You’re loud, You’re noisy; 
A blustery old chap! You whistle, 
you moan; you tear at my cap! 
You blow, you scowl; but March 
you are fair. Part lion, part lamb 
– now Spring’s in the Air! 

 

Most years in Ohio, March indeed is a bit like a lion and a lamb – pretty 
rough in general, but with a little gentleness once in a while. (That sounds 
like a guy I know! J) 

Of course, during the Christian time known as “Lent” we think of Jesus as 
the Lamb of God, who gave himself as a “sacrificial lamb” for us when his  
relatives in Israel really wanted a mighty lion to lead a revolution against the 
government! We often show that same attitude when we want a “strong lion” 
to use power and force to save us from 
our enemies and fear. Yet, as we’ve 
seen throughout history, that           
lion-desire of ours has been exploited 
by governments to win our allegiance 
and then turn on us with subjugation 
and oppression.  

Scripture says that Jesus was     
tempted in all ways as humans are 
(Hebrews 4:15). So, could it be that 
God the Father had to allow the Son, 
Jesus, to first be tempted to rule like a 
lion – so that after Jesus chose rightly 
to be the sacrificial lamb, he could   
later rule as a good and gracious      
Lion? Hmmmm… 
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 Jesus told Peter on his way to being arrested that he could call on       
thousands of angels to come protect him (Matthew 26:53), but instead he 
chose the sacrificial way of the cross. Jesus was going in like a sheep led to 
slaughter. But make no mistake – he’s coming back as a Lion that will 
overpower everyone and everything! Scripture says he’ll destroy the earth 
and remake it anew for those who love him, and they will be protected     
forever from all that is evil (Revelation 21). SO, my friend, we may get blown 
around and beat up sometimes in life right now as we suffer with the 
Lamb, but hold on tight to the Lord Jesus for He is coming back like a 
Roaring Lion mighty to save you forever and ever! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Reading – Scripture for the Week 

March 2 
Ash Wed 

Philippians  2:5-11 -- Let this mind be in you that was 
in Christ... – Each day this week, choose something 
that’s on your mind already (a concern, a hope, a 
struggle, a desire), and ask Jesus to help you think 
about it HIS way.  

06-Mar 

1 John 1:9 IF we confess... – Each day set aside some 
time this week to confess to the Lord anything you’ve 
done wrong, and anything you should’ve done but did 
not. Then believe the truth that you are forgiven if you 
have a repentant heart! 

13-Mar 

Luke 6:12 -- Jesus went to mountain and prayed all 
night – Try ending each day this week with prayer to 
the Lord for all your concerns, but picture yourself 
‘casing each care’ onto God the Father who cares for 
you and will free you from your burdens.  

20-Mar 

Psalm 127:2 -- He grants sleep to those he loves – Try 
going to sleep each night this week while praying    
quietly to God, maybe with the thought, “Jesus, into 
your hands I give my body and Spirit – I rest in your 
presence.” 

27-Mar 

Lamentations 3:22-23  -- His mercies are new every 
day – Start each day of this week with the thought, 
“This is a new day given by you, Lord, full of your   
mercy and grace – and I will be glad in it!” 
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Before coming to Marysville to be with my daughter 
Kim and my   grandsons Adam and Alex, I lived in 
Broad Ripple, Indiana, a small community on the North 
side of Indianapolis.  Many times through the years we 
said "I needed to be close to them", yet Kim and I al-
ways knew God would tell us when.  He did loud and 
clear! The pharmacy where I worked as an Administra-
tive Assistant closed and it seemed as though we heard 
God say "now is the time."  One of the best decisions 
ever!   Not only did I get to be close to my family, I 

found a new church family.  I left a wonderful church family at Outlook 
Christian Church, I had no clue that I would find another just as wonder-
ful. 

At Outlook Christian Church I started my Sunday school teaching         
career. My first "teaching assignment" was with a class known as the 
Steady Walkers, and that they were; it was more like start-stumble and 
fall and so much fun.  My next assignment was the 3 and 4- year- old 
class, a little more challenging - they actually spoke and 
were very mobile.   

At that time, I had the honor of teaching alongside Clark   
Kellogg, a now retired player for the NBA, Indiana Pacers.  
Clark taught Sunday school on his knees, to be at the     
children’s level.  From 3-4-year-old teaching, I moved to the 
department head for the 3-4-year-old age group.  This       
assignment was even more challenging, working with adult 
teachers, most who had young families which meant      commitments that 
brought with that, last minute teaching cancellations due to                 
miscellaneous family issues.  These experiences were wonderful no matter 
any challenges, I also felt honored to be chosen by God to teach with a 
great experienced church family, Sunday school teachers, these years 
were all a blessing.   

After Kim’s Emmaus Walk here at FUMC her excitement for me to     
attend a walk was so great, so with an application in hand how could I    
resist?  I was still living in Indiana at that time.  I knew many names in 
the church family, but not many faces, the encouragement that I received 
and the blessings I received on my walk were amazing.  It was so much 
fun to personally meet and get to know all of them.  



 

 

0HPEHU�6SRWOLJKW�&RQWLQXHG 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My first assignment in Marysville 
was taking care of my very young 
grandsons before and   after school.  
As time moved on I decided that I 
needed to have more adult             
interaction and was seeking a      
part-time job.  The boys moved   onto staying with Cori Bix before 
and after school, a great fit and the boys were the same ages and 
best buddies. 
 
As a long time visitor at FUMC, the opportunity to come to work at 
our church office was exciting to me.  My time spent here in the office 
has been a gift to me.  The gift of serving God in the position has 
been amazing, learning from wonderful Pastors including Pastors 
Gary Campbell, Aaron Brown and now Nathan Custer, Peggy Hoy 
and Mark Confer. 
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For a short time before COVID I invited 8 women to my home to visit, share 
and laugh.  My invitation, their stories.  It was so much fun to listen to 
them tell old stories about Marysville and take a walk through memory 
lane.  Some were widows that I felt in my heart needed to get out and find 
that they could still enjoy life.  Some of the ladies had never been married 
and some divorced.  One of my young single neighbors came as well, she 
has a great passion to serve, especially those who are aging, like me.      
Another issue with my health situation it does not allow the strength I 
need to start our program again.  Thankfully to Pastor Peggy we are not 
just called a group anymore, we are the Psalm Sisters. 

 
 I am now ready to move on to enjoy my next journey, many people have 
wished me well saying to "enjoy retirement", and thanking me for "all I 
have done for the church family", I feel that I have a wonderful relationship 
with our church family and have cared for them the best way I know, but 
the blessing they have bestowed on me is overwhelming.   
 
 My plans on enjoying my retirement are, first the Wednesday morning  
Golden Girls Bible study and to volunteer at this wonderful busy church as 
much as my health allows.  The prayer at this time, is for a successful 
back procedure on March 1 so that I can fulfill some of my long time       
desires, to be in good health and volunteer for the youth, T Zone and VBS 
are at the top of my list.  
 
I am only retiring not going     
anywhere and taking with me 
the relationships I have made 
through my time serving, not 
only our church family but 
those "outside of the walls" of 
MFUMC. 
 

I just want to say thank you 
from the bottom of my heart to 
all of you and God Bless each 
and every one in this congregation who have made me feel loved and worthy 
of kindness and love.  
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The Finance Team is working to simplify the 
Financial Reporting. Look for changes in the 
Financial Reports posted on the Marysville 
First UMC website. Our hope is to be fully 
transparent with our finances while making 
them easy to understand. Thank you for your 
patience as we take this very important next 
step.  

—THANK YOU—  
 

Your offerings are bearing fruit and investing in many ministries! 

  

2022 Annual Operating Budget $1,202,000.00 

 

Average Monthly Need  $100,067 

 

January 2022 Monthly Giving $123,509 

 

Come see the Newest Member of the Grand Ole Opry -The Grammy Award 
Winning Queen of Bluegrass—Rhonda Vincent on Friday, March 18th at 
Marysville First United Methodist Church. Tickets are $25 and on sale 
now at Itickets.com, via phone at 800-965-9324 or at the church office 
(Cash or Checks only). 
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