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Pastor’s Pen by Nathan Custer 

It’s “deer season” for archers and “hurricane 
season” for Floridians…so by definition, 
shouldn’t the Floridians have been able to kill 
the hurricane and eat it!? Or are deer hunters 
going to have a rude awakening when a        
destructive wind of deer blows in from the 
south?!?! 

That all came to mind as I was both praying for 
the victims of the hurricane and expressing 
thanks to God for our blessings during this  
autumn season. I know we should never let our 

blessings blind us from others’ pain, and we must also never let pain prevent us from    
appreciating God’s blessings.  

For our church, this is a beautiful new season of weather AND a beautiful new season of 
ministry to bring hope to the hopeless and salvation to the lost! The church conference 
vote was definitive: 83% voted ‘yes let’s disaffiliate from the UMC,’ and 96% then voted ‘yes 
let’s join the Global Methodist Church.’ Assuming our request gets accepted at the        
November 19th West Ohio Annual Conference, and assuming our final paperwork and 
payment gets completed soon thereafter, by December 31st of this year our new affiliation 
should be final. We’ll own our property and launch into a new season of ministry here! For 
those who wanted us to remain UMC, several great options are available to such people 
that include: choosing to stay with us anyway; or 
joining another nearby church that remains UMC; 
or participating in a new UMC church that is being 
started in our area by other UMC leaders. Joy can 
be found for all people regardless of whether they 
agree with our vote! 

“So, what’s next?!” Well, the leaves will turn      
beautiful colors, the air will turn brisk, we’ll carve 
pumpkins and drink pumpkin spice and watch  
football (or watch someone else watch football and 
wonder why they care about it so much…!)  “No, I 
mean WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE CHURCH!” 



Oh, well, several things! We have restarted the family nights on Wednesday nights that 
have opportunities for ALL AGES – toddlers up to great-grandparents--and the whole 
building is abuzz! We’ve launched an all-church study of the book Simply Good News that 
centers our focus on the traditional, biblical, historic and life-changing Gospel of Jesus. 
We’ve re-launched our Refresh team’s study and exploration of what renovations we need 
to make to our building.  

OH, AND WE NEED TO RENAME THE CHURCH! “Wait – what!?!?!”  Well first of all, we’ll 
no longer be a United Methodist Church. We’ll be a Global Methodist Church, and the 
State of Ohio will demand we officially change our name.  This will also mean we will not 
be able to use the cross and flame logo anymore, so we’ll need a new church logo.        
Secondly, long before the disaffiliation process started, people throughout our church had 
told me that they called our church different names and that we didn’t have a solid,    
consistent name and identity. Our own congregants call us: First Church; First Methodist; 
Marysville Methodist; The Methodist Church; Marysville First; Marysville First United 
Methodist Church; and First United Methodist Church of Marysville. What should we put 
on a t-shirt?! 

Since we know that God is leading us into a new season of ministry based in our current 
facilities and with our current congregation, what does God want us to call ourselves 
now? Over the next several weeks our Engage Team and Leadership Team are taking   
suggestions to consider – so let us know your thoughts! To provide your name              
suggestions, there are baskets in the sanctuary and BFLC lobbies, or go online to bit.ly/
churchname2022 and fill out a very quick form. 

God is starting a new season of ministry with you and me – and I count it as one of my 
biggest blessings to be a part of this congregation with you!  
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Welcome to our new Kid’s Prayer Room!  
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The children are waiting to 
enter the prayer room 
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Tom was a fantastic baseball 
pitcher for Marysville High School 
and was well known by many in 
school, and I (Donna) knew him in 
high school; however, I’m not sure 
if he really knew me. After high 
school he attended college at Ohio 
University and went to the college 
W o r l d  S e r i e s  i n  1 9 7 0 .               
Unfortunately, during college Tom 
had a shoulder injury which    
ended his baseball career. 

Fortunately, we met at our 10-year class reunion in June of 1978, and hit it 
off immediately. We talked most of the night and went for a walk because it 
was hot inside. Once the reunion was over, he was a gentleman and escorted 
me to my car. Our first date was at Red Lobster which set Tom back           
financially for a week, and he says he had to eat crackers and water the rest 
of the week so he could impress me. How sweet of him! 

We were married in April of 1979 in the Raymond United Methodist Church. 
After getting married, Tom Worked as a Vice President of Citizens Federal 
Savings and Loan, and I worked for Union County Federal Savings and Loan 
as assistant secretary and treasurer of the association. In 1987 Tom left and 
went to Honda. I left in 1984 and stayed home with our oldest child,        
Meredith. Tom ended up working 2nd shift, and I would stay up until he 
would get home at night. This was a very stressful time in our lives. 

In April of 89 I worked for a little while in the Union County Treasurer’s office 
with Tami Lowe. Tami Lowe then became the county treasurer. So, in      
September, for twice a week, I worked in the treasurer’s office, which gave me 
a much-needed time out of the house for a little while. I eventually increased 
to 3-4 days per week. This gave me the opportunity to become the chief    
deputy for 15 years which transpired into a full-time position. After those 15 
years, I became the Union County Treasurer and did that for 6 years. I       
retired in 2015 (I chose not to finish the second term because Tom retired,  
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and we wanted to be retired together.) 

When the kids were little, we started traveling to places like Gatlinburg,   
Myrtle Beach, Williamsburg, and Disney World. One of our trips was the 25th 
anniversary of Disney World. A couple of times when our kids were younger, 
we took them out of school, and they did school work while on our trip,   
however, we really enjoyed it! 

We still love to travel a lot. This September (currently, as this article is being 
written) we will be in Captiva Florida. Typically, we go in October, but we   
decided to change the dates due to OU’s homecoming, and we want to        
attend. Since 2017 we’ve traveled to St. Pete Beach in Florida to the same 
duplex during the months of January, February, and March and love it down 
there. Lucky for us, our kids will visit and vacation with us while we are 
there. 

We have 2 kids, Meredith and Aaron. Meredith, our oldest, is a teacher at 
Bunsold Middle School, and is married to Chris Burkhart, an IT Geek (as I 
call him); he’s the Lead Desktop Support/Systems Administrator at Arnet 
Technologies. They have one child, Henrik who is in the First Grade at   
Edgewood Elementary and is a member of the Byers Battery Academy Elite 
Hockey Traveling Team (We love to go watch him play, and if we can’t watch 
him in person, then we can watch online). Aaron lives in the Short North and 
works for the State Department of Education as the Chief of Budget and 
School Funding. Dustin Miller, Aaron’s partner, is an Assistant Professor of 
Clinical Educational Administration with The Ohio State University. We are 
very proud of our family.  

I grew up in the Raymond United Methodist Church and was baptized and 
confirmed there. I have always loved singing and became active in their choir 
when I was young. As the years went by, I then became the musical director 
for several of the children’s musicals and eventually the choir director for 3 
years. Tom was active and raised in the New Dover United Methodist Church. 

We started coming to Marysville FUMC in 1988, when Meredith was 5 and 
Aaron was 2. I helped Joan Schwaderer teach a class during VBS, and this 
made our final decision of officially making the move to MFUMC because of 
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all of the programs available. I helped a few times with VBS after that until I 
worked full time. Now with retirement, I love helping Lisa Hughes with VBS 
behind the scenes. 

Prior to coming to MFUMC I had attended some of the cantatas and thought 
they were wonderful. I also knew Chris Westfall (a previous Music Director 
for the church) before even coming to church here. Our daughter Meredith 
sang on the last Sunday of his time at MFUMC. After we started attending, I 
decided to join the choir right away, and it was an awesome program.       
Unfortunately, Tom had to work Sunday mornings, but Priscilla Powers was 
in the choir with me, and her husband Paul sat with their kids and our kids 
and kept an eye on all of them during the services while we were singing with 
the choir. It was such a blessing to have him help out. In 1989 I decided to 
transfer my membership and Tom transferred his around 1995. During our 
years at Marysville First, I have served on Staff Parish Relations Committee 
and Worship Committee (before the Leadership Team was formed). 

Our kids also have a love of singing and music. They both sang in the church 
musical programs when we started here. Aaron became a member of the bell 
choir around the age of 10 and also attended the adult choir as a teenager. 
He was a member of both of these all through high school. He was also a 
member of the Columbus Children’s Choir. 

My love of singing carried on outside of church walls. Sue Prouty asked me 
and 4 different members from the choir to form a group, which led to Joyful 
Hearts. We would do overnight trips and travel to Melinda Farmer’s 
hometown and perform where her parents lived. Over the years some of these 
members changed, but I was in it the entire time. The group disbanded in 
2000. Chris Westfall also created other traveling ensembles from the choir, 
and we would travel to different Central Ohio churches and sang in the    
evenings.  

Now that Tom and I are retired, along with the traveling, Tom loves spending 
time in his garden and gathering peaches from his peach tree. He shares his 
delicious produce with family, friends, and neighbors. He has also enjoyed 
golf over the years but hasn’t been able to play since his shoulder surgeries. I  
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am a member of the Wednesday morning Golden Girls Bible Study and   
Sunday morning Serendipity Class. I also volunteer for Greg Williams once a 
month to count the Sunday offerings. Outside of church, I keep busy with 
several organizations. I am the leader of the Mayflower Circle IOKDS and the 
president of the Chapter 39 Public Employee Retirees, Inc. I am also a    
member of the Rotary Club in Marysville.  

We have our beloved Toby, a little long-hair dachshund, who loves to travel. 
He rides on my lap when we go on vacations. However, he has not always 
had this love of being in the car. On his first trip, we made many stops but 
he wouldn’t go to the bathroom and just kept wanting to go back to the car. 
Finally, on the last stop of the trip he went to the bathroom. Whew, finally!! I 
think he was scared of the noise of the cars. He’ll be 13 years old in           
December and has been on many trips with us since that first one. He now 
has no problems riding in the car. He also follows me everywhere and is   
protective of both of us. If one of us is sick, he stays with us and naps   
alongside us.  

I have always loved Christ because I grew up in the church. Being at 
Marysville FUMC has been a wonderful part of my life and has only   
strengthened that love for Christ in me. I am so glad to attend here and am 
thankful for the many friends that I have made and love. 



 

 

Methodist Creative Preschool began our 42nd year of  
preschool on September 7 and 70 students have settled 
into routines and are making new friends. The teachers 
have such creative ideas to aid the children in their 
learning and growth.  They have been: praying, painting, 
apple tasting, dancing, singing, play dough, laughing, 
writing, counting, listening to stories and much more. 

We have two new teachers on staff this year and a new 
Director. Former teacher, Jill Miller, is the new director.  
Stephanie Gluntz is the new 3 year old class teacher.  
Michelle Carter is the new 3 year old class assistant.  
Cathy Burley returned after retiring last year to teach 4 
year olds for her 34th year.  Anne Gleine is assisting 
Cathy for her 2nd year.  Connie Zook is teaching 4 year 

o l d s 
f o r 
h e r 
20th 
year! 

5HWLUHG�0HPEHUV¶�%LUWKGD\V�DQG�$QQLYHUVDULHV�DQG�)LQDQFLDO�1HZV 

October Anniversaries 
21 Ken & Jeannie Stults 

23 Kevin & Nancy Mabry 

27 Bob & Luella Conklin 

October Birthdays  

3 Nell Still 
4 George Deringer 

 Donna Rausch 

5 Dorothy Rausch 
 Virginia Green 

 Bob Conklin 

9 Beth Wible 
10 Paul Lazenby 

12 Irene Rees 
14 Marilyn Smith 

19 Pat Metcalf 

21 Larry George 
22 Maria Tong 

 Maxine Norris 

23 Bill Schwaderer 
24 Sherry Fleming 

 Jeannette McConnell 
25 Jim Hall 

29 Tom Rausch 

31 Liz Herron 
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Notify the church office, if you would like added to the Court Street Courier mailing. 

Upcoming Church Events 

Wednesday mornings at the church 
  7am  Men’s Bible Study (All welcome) 
  9am  Golden Girls (All welcome) 
  1030am Faith Sisters (All welcome) 
Wednesday evenings at the church 
  6pm or 630pm start times 
    Multiple ages welcome for spiritual growth and  
    development classes and activities  
   (please email Pastor Peggy for info peggy@marysvillefumc.org) 
Oct 9     Quilt Dedication Sunday 
Oct 13-16  Women’s Emmaus Walk     

Nov 11   Samaritan’s Purse (Operation Christmas    
     Child Shoeboxes) due 
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