
Report of the Special Church Conference 

May 2nd, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

District Superintendent Reverend Linda Middleburg chaired the meeting  

Pastor Aaron read the motion to elect Anne Gleine for the Leadership Team (LT) Selection team that 
interviews and recommends members for the LT for calendar year 2020.  Whereas the LT brought the 
motion to the conference no second was necessary, all approved and motion passed. 

Dick McConnell as a member of the LT read the original motion regarding apportionments: 

 If there is a not guilty verdict in the Reverend David Meredith case by January 1, 2020, the funds 
being held in escrow will revert to Marysville FUMC to be used as the Leadership Team most appropriate. 

The floor was then open for discussion.  It was brought to the floor by Tricia Cossette to amend the 
motion by substitution.  Tricia Cossette made the motion and Loren Traucht seconded.  Amended 
motion read as follows: 

Money held in escrow for apportionments will remain under the conditions of the December 
2017 decision.  On January 1, 2020, all funds currently held in escrow will be sent to the CAN 
District and the West Ohio Conference of UMC.   

An update on progress of the trial was requested and Linda Middleburg spoke to the question.  She 
offered that the grand jury has reconvened and was taking the case back.  There is an assumption that a 
decision would not be rendered prior to January 1, 2020 and therefore the Book of Discipline rules of 
2016 are in force. 

Clarification was made as to the vote of the amended motion.  A “no” vote will return to original 
motion, a “yes” vote on substituted motion will render apportionments held in escrow to be paid back 
to the conference on January 1, 2020.  Ballots were distributed to designate a simple “yes” or “no” and 
it was announced that of all in attendance only members of Marysville FUMC could vote.  Mark Confer 
and Peggy Hoy counted the votes as Linda Forry led those in attendance in hymns.  An attendance count 
was verified to match with the ballot count to affirm one vote per individual. 

Yes – 31; No – 55.  Returned to original motion. 

Additional comments from the floor – how will funds be used should they come back to the church?  
Dick responded that no direct use has been discussed by the LT.  Sending funds back to the Conference 
could be an option.  Will the decision come to the church?  Checks and balances were emphasized.  The 
LT is a representation of the church body and will represent the church accordingly.  A no vote means 
the original motion stays in tact indefinitely.   

Question were risen as to what our apportionments pay.  Linda Middleburg offered that the majority of 
apportionments pays the salaries of District staff.  District grants, pastor salaries, training, speakers, and 
overhead.  Conference – salaries, overhead, missions, grants, pastor training, new pastor identification, 
and clergy pensions.  Missions like UMCOR and mission training.  The legal fees for the Meredith trial are 
also paid through apportionments.  Regarding the David Meredith trial, paying apportionments will not 
change the process and the Bishop has no right to intercede with the process.   



A question was asked of how LT came to the decision of the motions presented.  Pastor Aaron discussed 
that the church is not of one mind and the LT thought the two motions was a reasonable compromise.   

Tami Speicher moved to table the first motion and take up the second, Bill DeLong seconded.  A vote 
was taken by a show of hands and the motion passed. 

Dick read the second motion.   

 Marysville FUMC will return to paying the apportionments effective immediately, contingent 
upon the church’s financial ability to fund these payments. 

Again, no second was needed since the motion came from the LT.  Clarification was made that a “yes” 
vote will result in apportionment funds moving forward will be paid and there will be no impact on the 
funds currently being held in escrow.  A majority “no” vote will result in future apportionments to 
continue to be placed in escrow pending a guilty verdict in the Reverend David Meredith case.  Ballots 
were distributed for 2nd motion to write a simple “yes” or “no”. 

Yes – 62; No - 23.  Motion passed and moving forward apportionments will be paid. 

The floor returned back to the first motion.  A motion was made by Dave Speicher to amend the date 
from January 1, 2020 to January 1, 2021.  George Spurling seconded.  The floor opened for discussion.  
The date did not seem to be the issue and with a show of hands the motion to change the date to 
January 1, 2021 failed.   

Sharon Kelley spoke towards her trust of the LT to act responsibly as it relates to the escrowed funds 
and made a motion to vote on first motion now without further amendments or discussion.  Bill 
Foreman seconded.  Clarification was made that a “yes” vote will result in the funds being retained in 
the Marysville FUMC escrow account until January 1, 2020.  At that time the LT will have the authority to 
expend the funds as the team seems fit.  A “no” vote on this motion will result in the escrowed funds 
being held in the account indefinitely until additional action is taken to release the funds as defined by 
that future action.  Ballots were distributed and counted. 

Yes - 73; No – 10; Abstained - 4.  Motion passed.  The meeting was called to end with prayer. 

Recording Secretary of the Church Conference 

M. Kelli Fink 

 

 

 

 


