
MESSAGE
FROM the DIRECTOR

Despite all the changes that have been 
created because of the COVID-19 virus 
in the city of Portland, POBC Pantry has 
moved forward with their commitment of 
serving those who are the most vulnerable 
in our community.  During these times of 
unprecedented crisis, it is the poor, the 
children, the elderly, and the disabled 

among us who suffer the most.  They are 
the unheard voices that work hard to survive 
and put food on their tables, while we work at 
finding the answers to the problems that we 
are facing.

Another group is the immigrants who have 
come to this country to make a better life 

for themselves and their families. We, as a 
country, present such a beacon of hope for 
so many.  Like Mr. Troung, who immigrated 
from Vietnam in 1982 with his wife and four 
children.

He has worked in the U.S. for many years, 
usually in the meat industry.  His story 
revolves around the stomach cancer he was 
diagnosed with several years ago.  This 
brought his ability to work to a sudden halt.    

 With a disabled child 
 at home, his family 
 has been in crisis.  
 Obtaining food from 
 our pantry has helped 
 to provide some 
 of the support they 
 needed, but his 
 story does not stop 
 there.  Once again  
 he saw the long lines 
 of people waiting for 
 food and he asked if 
 he could come as a 
 volunteer.  He said, 
 “I saw the lines and 
 wanted to help.  I 
 don’t want to just 
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sit at home if I can contribute in some way.”  
When his pain starts he heads home, but 
he is at the pantry as often as three days a 
week.  He has been instrumental in assisting 
us to better communicate with individuals by 
translating for us.  Our pantry has become a 
safe place for not only the English speaking 
population that we serve, but also the 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Russian, and Spanish 
families in our community.

None of  what we do would be possible 
without the financial contributions that we 
obtain from individuals like you.  Listening 
to the stories of people who come to us, 
the circumstances that lead to someone 
having to visit a pantry, are as diverse and 
unique as the individuals themselves.  So 
often it is an unexpected illness that hits a 
family, whether physical or mental.  As they 
walk through this trauma and come to our 
pantry, we are able to decrease the burden 
by the food they get here.  Many, many of 
the individuals get jobs and can re-group and 
move on and we celebrate with them.  But the 
complexity of other circumstances prevents 
a smooth transition back into the workforce.  
Our commitment is to be an anchor in our 
community for everyone who needs the 
help when they need it.  Your continued 
donations and support make it possible for 
joy to exist in times of crisis.  You would be 
amazed at how getting boxes filled with fruit, 
vegetables, staple foods, meat, milk and eggs 
can energize a family.  It is the cornerstone 
of what we do along with huge amounts of 
smiles.  

Before I leave the subject of immigrants, 
I must tell you the story of Peter.  He is a 
student here from Italy.  He was recently 
diagnosed with a severe heart condition that 
has challenged his educational goals.  I tried 
comforting him by telling him how sorry I 
was that he was experiencing such troubles.  
Peter is in his early twenties.  He looked at 

me and said, “Please don’t feel sorry for me, 
I’m living the dream just to be in the United 
States.  It’s been my heart’s desire as far 
back as I can remember, so any obstacle I 
have to endure is worth it.”  Your financial 
support allows us to provide Peter with some 
of the help he needs as he navigates the 
unexpected circumstances he is facing. 

This month we once again partnered with 
Medical Teams International to provide 
a dental clinic for those who do not have 
dental insurance.  The dentist and is 
professional assistants were busy all day 
providing free dental care to the many 
that came that day.  The team of front line 
workers came and supported every man and 
woman who stopped by, while adhering to 
social distancing and the new disinfecting 
requirements necessary to ensure the 
COVID-19 virus does not spread.  They told 
me, “Betty, we noticed that people stood in 
line and got their food then they came over 
to us for further help.”  Providing the support 
families need when they are in crisis helps 
them to better adjust and stay connected 
during their temporary circumstances. 

Several months ago I told you about Sarah 
Camp. She was self quanantining since 
she is part of the vulnerable population, 
and decided to grow plant starts in her back 
yard.  The next step would be to give them 



to her friends and neighbors for a financial 
gift contribution to the pantry.  Sarah, along 
with her friends Ann, Linda, and Jean have 
raised over $4,240 for the pantry with three 
plant giveaway events out of their backyards.   
The last plant giveaway  will be happening 
Saturday, September 5th, from 10 AM to 2 
PM.  We would love to have you swing by 
and participate.  The address is 2014 SE 
59th, Portland.  We appreciate the many 
individuals that have supported the pantry in 
this way and would be excited for you to join 
them.

Finally, as most of you know, the  Feed a 
Family Buy a Box!  campaign is the fundraiser 
we launched in July to raise monies for 
the pantry this year.  Each year our pantry 
puts on a Silent Auction to raise 80% of the 
funds needed to run the pantry for the whole 
year.  This campaign is our solution to the 
COVID-19 pandemic that has prevented us 
from having the gala and auction.

Every $25 box feeds a family of 2 for a month 
and $50 box feeds a family of 4 for a month.  
Our goal is to raise $25,000 this year, and 
we are excited that we have past the $6,000 
mark so far.  If you are not aware, some 

businesses have donated prizes for us to 
give away monthly for each $25 donation 
we receive.  To be clear, if you donate $25 
you get a raffle ticket, if you donate $50 you 
get two raffle tickets and so forth.  In July we 
gave away a weekend beach trip that was 
donated by Oregon Beach Vacations.  Joe 
Murray has been providing the pantry each 
year with these vacations and we are very 
grateful for his support over the years. 

Our giveaway for the month of August, 
are two admission tickets given to us from 
“Wildlife Safari.”  We would like to encourage 
you to please join us and buy a box by going 
to POBCPantry.com or clicking on the button 
below.  Our pantry operations are directly 
linked to the success of this fundraiser.  For 
those of you who are wondering, the answer 
is yes, you can buy as many boxes as you 
would like each and every month.  

Thank you for your support.  The pain related 
to the crisis the families in our community 
have found themselves in has been eased 
because of your support.  Your continued 
partnership ensures that no one who needs 
food, such a basic sustainer of life, would go 
without.  In America there is enough food to 
           feed everyone who is 

 in need.  Your support
 will help get that food 
 to them. 

 Sincerely, 
 
 Betty Brown
 Executive Director,   
 POBC Pantry


