
MESSAGE
FROM the DIRECTOR

R 
achel came walking up

        to the pantry 50 minutes
after it closed.  It was a 
Thursday, the air was 
dense with the smoke that 
hoovered over Portland 
due to the fires we were 
experiencing.   The pantry 
closed at 1:00PM.  At 1:50 
Rachel came walking up.  
She asked if the pantry was 
still opened?  The walk 
from Powell Ave., where the 
bus dropped her off to the pantry left her eyes 
red and coughing between breaths. 
 “The pantry closes at 1:00 on Thursdays” I 
said feeling concerned about how short of 
breath she was.   “I haven’t seen you for a 
while, how have you been?” She looked up 
and said, “I had COVID there for a while and 
thought I was going to die.  But I’m doing 
better now.  I don’t have any food in my 
apartment and was hoping I could get some 
today.” 

In spite of the smoke we had fed several 
hundred people today.  Many of the pantries 
in town had closed.   “We don’t have much 
left, but let’s go see what we can find” I told 
her.  For the next half hour Rachel told me

about her battle with Schizophrenia and how 
hard it was to live alone all the time.  Her 
elementary age son was taken away from her 
and she was hoping that if she could prove 
she can keep food in her house she may be 
able to get him back one day.  After loading 
her down with food, arrangements were 
made for her to get home safely. 
 
Every week we serve:
 1)   The mentally ill
 2)   The houseless
 3)   The working poor
 4)   The marginalized
 5)   The elderly
 6)   The hungry

THE GIFT OF GIVING



The fires did not keep them away.  Your 
regular giving provides for people each and 
every week.  

POBC Pantry started serving the community 
in 2015, look at how your contributions have 
helped to sustain our growth:

2015: 539 individuals served the first 10 
          months

2019: 23,213 individuals served that year

2020: 34,651 individuals served the first 10 
 months.

#GIVINGTUESDAY 
This year we will be participating in 
#GivingTuesday.  It’s the international day of 
charitable giving and it happens the Tuesday 
after Thanksgiving.  It marks the beginning 
of the Christmas Season.  Consider starting 
your Christmas Season by providing us with a 
donation that will help support the families of 
our community.
You can make your donation simply by 
touching this bottom.

THE GIFT OF GIVING
Do you have a special person in your life that 
you struggle to find a unique gift for?  Many 
of us do.  We would like to invite you to buy a 
food box to feed a family in our community in 
their honor.

How does it work?  You simply follow this link 
pobcpantry.com/donate/the-gift-of-giving it 
will take you to the area on our website where 
you can choose your level of giving.  After 
you make your donation you will be given 
the opportunity to download a card that you 
can print and send to your special loved one.  
You will find cards for all occasions including 
Christmas, birthdays and other special 
events. 

This year give a gift that will enhance the life 
of a family the is in desperate need of hope. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Betty Brown
Executive Director,   
POBC Pantry


