
 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

with the pandemic and we were 
faced with the question...how do we 
move indoors safely? How do we 
continue to ensure people are 
practicing social distancing as they 
move into the gym? How do we 
continue to provide the desired food 
choices for our families?

We are 
a nation of immigrants.

Judy Garland once said, “When you get to know a lot of people, 
you make a great discovery. You find that no one group has a 
monopoly on looks, brains, goodness, or anything else. It takes all 
the people – black and white, Catholic, Jewish and Protestant, 
recent immigrants and Mayflower descendants – to make up 
America.” 

POBC Pantry serves a diverse immigrant community. We have 
Russians, Chinese, Vietnamese, Hispanics, African Americans and 
Filipinos who have formed the community of  individuals visiting 
the pantry on a weekly basis. Providing all our neighbors with the 
foods that best meets their dietary needs and ethnic preferences has 
always been our desire and a challenge. Allowing people to have 
the ability to choose the food they desire has been a focus.
 
When we moved the pantry outdoors because of the current 
pandemic and had to make food boxes, many of our families were 
still able to choose their preferences. Then, winter was coming, and 
the pantry had to move in-doors, but there was a surge taking place
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Drive-Thru Food Box
Pre-order a food box at pobcpantry.com/order-online

I would like to introduce you to the Portland Open Bible Community 
Pantry made-to-order Drive- Through Pantry Food Box. With the 
financial support of the Oregon Food Bank and the Oregon Health 
Authority we have created a page on our website where individuals 
of most all the ethnicity’s that regularly visit out pantry can go and 
pre-order a food box. When they go on the website, they can... 

1.  Order online
2.  Choose their language of choice
3. Choose the foods they want in their box
4.  Choose the pantry day they want to pick up the food 
5.  Get an immediate confirmation email with their order 
6.  Come to the pantry on their designated day and time 
7.  Their pantry box will be placed in their vehicle
8.  Their family is given food for three to five days 

Meet Jerry
Jerry is one of our families that is now using our drive-through pantry. He is 52 
years old. When his mother was diagnosed with end-stage lung cancer, he had 
to quit his job to become her full time care giver. He used to have to come and 
stand in line for several hours as he waited for the pantry to open. He stayed 
because he and his mother needed the food; they barely had enough money to 
pay their utilities and rent. He felt he had no option and was thankful to be 
able to provide nutritious food for his mom as she battled the disease. Now, 
instead of his pantry visit taking up three to four hours of his day, he orders 
online, drives up, receives his ordered box and is on his way in less than an 
hour. He is so thankful. Jerry’s mom recently died, and he continues to come 
to the pantry because it is difficult for a 52-year-old man to find a job during a pandemic. 

So many of you reading this article have financially supported us as we have moved forward. Your contributions 
sustained us throughout 2020 and supported the changes that have allowed us to feed more people in less time 
while keeping everyone safe. We would not be able to feed the thousands of people that we are feeding every 
month if it were not for your continued generosity. 

One last thing, we have seen many new families come to the pantry since the drive-through option has launched. 
Of every nationality and ethnicity they have come, their stories are as unique as the boxes they create. You have 
provided them this opportunity and we are grateful to be able to serve these families alongside you. With your 
help, we are prepared to face the challenges that will come in 2021. 

Sincerely, 

 
Betty Brown 
Executive Director POBC Pantry 
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