
YOUTH EVENT CELL PHONE POLICY  

Our desire is to help teens eliminate temptations and for our events to be a time where we put off the 
many distractions we have to manage on a daily basis. To help our students do this, and to help 
students focus on the program of the event while in our care, cell phones are not permitted for the 
following reasons: 


1) It is important for students to escape from their regular habits and dependence on electronics, 
specifically during a youth event. While electronics can be a great asset, not being able to go 
the duration of an event without their phone is a sign of an unhealthy dependency. 


2) Safety is of utmost importance to us. If a student has a cell phone with them, we are unable to 
monitor who they are communicating with, what they are communicating back and forth, or 
what they are seeing or hearing (text, pictures, video). While they are in our care, we are 
responsible for their safety, and we take this role seriously. In the case of an emergency, all adult 
leaders will have their cell phones with them. 


We know some youth use their phone to access the Bible, which there is nothing wrong in doing 
this. However, phones have access to just about anything and monitoring exactly what a phone is 
being used for is just about impossible and shouldn't be something that parents should have to 
worry about while under our watch. As a result, we ask that students would use a paper copy of the 
Bible and not their phones.Asking this of our students has nothing to do with believing scripture on a 
device is somehow less reverent, that a paper bible is somehow more authentic, or that technology 
is the devil. Unfortunately, it is incredibly easy for pop-up notifications, and the ability to swipe over 
to another app, to become a distracting temptation. 


We believe we all should be helping teach teens how to use technology faithfully, and while many of 
our students can, unfortunately, many of our students cannot. We ask that because we are all at 
different steps of our maturity in Christ, we would help those whom it may be a distraction for by 
students not bringing their cell phones with them during youth events. Our desire is that the times 
we gather as a youth group be focused on building relationships, learning the truths of Scripture and 
growing in our walk with Christ, and not what's happening on social media, playing games, or simply 
being distracted as the result of a cell phone.


We ask that parents support our cell phone policy by explaining these guidelines to their children. 
Parents who choose to send a phone with their child disregard the authority of the student ministry 
and in turn, teach their children that they do not need to respect authority. Bringing a cell phone to 
an event may be cause for dismissal without refund.  


