
A Biblical Apologetic for Household Baptism  
by Pastor Dan Jackson 

 

The Covenant of ______________ 

Gen 2:16-17 ESV  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of 

every tree of the garden,  (17)  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 

 

The Covenant of ______________ 

Gen 3:14-15 NIV  So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed 

are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you 

will eat dust all the days of your life.  (15)  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 
 __________________ Covenant (Genesis 9) 

 __________________ Covenant (Genesis 17) 

 __________________ Covenant (Exodus-Deuteronomy) 

 __________________ Covenant (2 Samuel 7) 

 __________________ Covenant (Jeremiah 31; Ezekiel 36; New Testament) 

 

Signs of the Covenant of Grace 

Old Testament Sign - Gen 17:10-14 ESV  This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between 

me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.  (11)  

You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and you.  (12)  He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every 

male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from 

any foreigner who is not of your offspring,  (13)  both he who is born in your house and he who 

is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh 

an everlasting covenant.  (14)  Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of 

his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." 
  

1. Circumcision is a ________________ of the Covenant (v11) 

2. Circumcision is applied to the whole _______________ including __________ (v12-13a) 

3. Circumcision is a sign of an ___________________ Covenant (v10, 13) 

4. To not apply circumcision to your household is to _____________God’s covenant (v14) 

5. Circumcision does not _______________ (Deut 10:16; Jer 4:4; Rom 2:28-29) 
 

 (Deu 10:16 ESV) Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer 

stubborn. 

 (Jer 4:4 ESV) Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O 

men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with 

none to quench it, because of the evil of your deeds." 

 Rom 2:28-29 ESV For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision 

outward and physical. (29) But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the 

heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.  



Circumcision Baptism 

Col 2:11 In him you were also circumcised, in the 

putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 

circumcision done by the hands of men but with the 

circumcision done by Christ, 

 

Represents: Cutting away of Sin & inclusion into 

the people of God (Israel) & a life dedicated to God 

 

Circumcision done by Christ: Circumcision of the 

heart by the Holy Spirit; which transforms our heart 
 

Romans 2:29No, a man is a Jew if he is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the 

heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. 

Col2:12 having been buried with him in baptism and 

raised with him through your faith in the power of God, 

who raised him from the dead. 

 

 

Represents: Washing away of sin and inclusion into the 

people of God (the Church) & a life dedicated to God 

 

Baptism done by Christ: Baptism of the Holy Spirit by 

the Holy Spirit, which transforms our hearts. 
 

Mark1:8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuation of Household Baptism in the New Testament 
 Act 16:14-15 ESV  One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of 

purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by 

Paul.  (15)  And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, "If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us. 
 

 Act 16:29-33 ESV  And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down 

before Paul and Silas.  (30)  Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  (31)  

And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."  (32)  And they 

spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  (33)  And he took them the same hour 

of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 
 

 1Co 1:16 ESV  I did baptize also the household of Stephanas.  

Invisible People of God 
OT: True Israel   

Inward Circumcision by Holy Spirit 
Rom 2:28-29 

 
NT: True Church –  

Inward Baptism by Holy Spirit 
Mark 1:8 

Visible People of God 
OT: Israel  

External Physical Circumcision  
Genesis 17:10-14 

 
NT: Church   

External Water Baptism 
Acts 2:38-39 


